bill owen last of the summer wine

Bill Owen Last of the Summer Wine: A Beloved Icon of British Television

bill owen last of the summer wine is a phrase that evokes warmth, nostalgia, and a hearty
chuckle among fans of classic British television. Bill Owen’s portrayal of William “Compo” Simmonite
in the long-running sitcom *Last of the Summer Wine* carved out a unique and cherished place in
the hearts of viewers. This show, set in the picturesque Yorkshire countryside, captured the essence
of friendship, aging, and gentle humor, with Owen’s character standing as a symbol of the series’
enduring charm.

The Enduring Legacy of Bill Owen in Last of the
Summer Wine

Bill Owen’s role in *Last of the Summer Wine* is often considered one of the most iconic in British
TV comedy history. The show itself, which began in 1973 and ran for an astonishing 31 series,
chronicled the misadventures of a trio of elderly men who refused to let age define them. Bill Owen’s
Compo was the cheeky, scruffy, and lovable rogue whose antics injected a lively spirit into the show.

Who Was Bill Owen?

Before becoming synonymous with Compo, Bill Owen was an accomplished actor and songwriter.
Born in 1914 in London, Owen’s career spanned theatre, film, and television. His versatility as an
actor allowed him to bring depth and humor to his characters, but it was his role in *Last of the
Summer Wine* that elevated him to household name status.

Owen was not only an actor but also a talented musician and songwriter, which added layers to his
performances. His ability to infuse Compo with a mix of innocence, mischief, and vulnerability made
the character relatable and beloved by audiences of all ages.

The Character of Compo

Compo Simmonite, the character Bill Owen portrayed, was the archetypal cheeky underdog. Always
dressed in scruffy clothes with a woolly hat, Compo represented the youthful spirit trapped inside an
elderly man’s body. His persistence in chasing after women, especially his unrequited crush on the
prim and proper Nora Batty, became a running joke throughout the series.

What made Compo stand out was his resilience and joie de vivre. Despite the challenges of aging, he
maintained a zest for life, often dragging his friends into whimsical escapades. Bill Owen’s natural
comedic timing and expressive face brought Compo’s antics to life, making each episode a delightful
experience.



Why Bill Owen’s Role in Last of the Summer Wine
Resonates Even Today

The appeal of Bill Owen’s Compo goes beyond mere comedy. The character embodies themes of
friendship, aging gracefully, and finding joy in life’s simple pleasures — themes that remain relevant
decades after the show first aired.

A Portrayal of Aging with Humor and Heart

One of the reasons *Last of the Summer Wine* became a beloved series worldwide is its gentle,
humorous take on the realities of growing older. Bill Owen’s Compo was never portrayed as a
stereotype of the elderly; instead, he was a vibrant individual with hopes, dreams, and a mischievous
streak.

This refreshing depiction helped change the narrative around aging on television, showing that life
doesn’t lose its sparkle with age. Rather, characters like Compo remind viewers that laughter and
friendship are timeless.

The Chemistry of the Trio

Bill Owen’s performance was magnified by the chemistry he shared with co-stars Peter Sallis (Clegg)
and Brian Wilde (Foggy). The trio’s dynamic was the heart of *Last of the Summer Wine*. Their
camaraderie and contrasting personalities created endless comedic situations that viewers eagerly
anticipated.

The friendship portrayed was authentic and heartwarming, reflecting real-life bonds that develop
over years. Bill Owen’s Compo was often the instigator of their adventures, and his energy kept the
group’s spirit alive.

Behind the Scenes: Bill Owen’s Contribution Beyond
Acting

Bill Owen’s influence on *Last of the Summer Wine* extended beyond his acting role. He was deeply
involved in the creative process and contributed to the show’s music.

Songwriting and Musical Talent

In addition to his acting prowess, Bill Owen was a gifted songwriter. He wrote and performed
several songs featured in the series, which added a layer of authenticity and personality to his
character. His musical input enriched the show’s atmosphere, blending Yorkshire’s cultural
elements with the narrative.



Dedication to the Show’s Longevity

Owen’s commitment to *Last of the Summer Wine* was unwavering. He remained with the show
until his death in 1999, after which the series continued but without one of its central figures. His
passing marked the end of an era, and fans mourned the loss of a man who had given so much life to
a character they adored.

The Cultural Impact of Bill Owen’s Last of the Summer
Wine

From its humble beginnings, *Last of the Summer Wine* grew into the world’s longest-running
sitcom, and Bill Owen’s Compo was a cornerstone of this success.

A Yorkshire Gem

The show was a love letter to Yorkshire, with its breathtaking landscapes and unique dialects. Bill
Owen’s authentic portrayal helped bring the region’s culture to a global audience. His character’s
working-class roots and colloquial language made the program relatable and grounded.

Influence on British Comedy

The gentle humor and character-driven storytelling of *Last of the Summer Wine* influenced
subsequent British comedies that focus on everyday life and relationships rather than relying on
slapstick or high-energy antics. Bill Owen’s style emphasized subtlety and warmth, qualities that
have become hallmarks of British humor.

Memorable Quotes and Moments

Fans often recall Compo’s witty one-liners and slapstick moments that showcased Bill Owen’s
comedic genius. Whether it was his persistent flirting with Nora Batty or his slapstick tumbles, these
moments have been etched into British pop culture.

Exploring Bill Owen’s Career Beyond Last of the
Summer Wine

While Bill Owen is best remembered for his role as Compo, his career spanned far beyond this single
character.



Film and Theatre Work

Before his television success, Owen appeared in numerous films and stage productions. His
versatility allowed him to take on dramatic and comedic roles with equal skill. This breadth of
experience enriched his portrayal of Compo, adding depth and nuance.

Legacy as a Performer

Bill Owen’s legacy is not just tied to a single role but to his broader contributions to British
entertainment. His ability to connect with audiences through authentic performances and his
musical talents make him a memorable figure in 20th-century performing arts.

Where to Watch and Appreciate Bill Owen’s Work
Today

For those interested in exploring *Last of the Summer Wine* and experiencing Bill Owen’s iconic
performance, there are several ways to engage with the show.

e DVD Collections and Streaming: Many series of *Last of the Summer Wine* are available
on DVD and streaming platforms, offering a chance to enjoy the episodes from the comfort of
home.

¢ Classic TV Channels: Several UK-based channels often rebroadcast classic British sitcoms,
including *Last of the Summer Wine*.

¢ Online Fan Communities: Dedicated fan forums and social media groups provide rich
discussions, episode guides, and nostalgia-driven content about Bill Owen and the show.

Watching these episodes offers insights into the timeless humor and warmth that Bill Owen brought
to his role, making it clear why he remains a beloved figure in television history.

Bill Owen’s portrayal of Compo in *Last of the Summer Wine* remains a shining example of how
television characters can transcend the screen to become cultural icons. His natural charm, comedic
talent, and heartfelt performances continue to inspire laughter and affection among audiences old
and new alike. The legacy of Bill Owen last of the summer wine is a testament to the power of
storytelling that celebrates life, friendship, and the unbreakable spirit of youth at heart.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Bill Owen in 'Last of the Summer Wine'?

Bill Owen was the actor who played the character Compo Simmonite in the British sitcom 'Last of
the Summer Wine.'

What role did Bill Owen play in 'Last of the Summer Wine'?

Bill Owen played Compo Simmonite, a scruffy, mischievous but lovable character known for his
humorous antics.

When did Bill Owen first appear as Compo in 'Last of the
Summer Wine'?

Bill Owen first appeared as Compo in the very first episode of 'Last of the Summer Wine' in 1973.

How long did Bill Owen portray Compo in 'Last of the Summer
Wine'?

Bill Owen portrayed Compo continuously from 1973 until his death in 1999.

Did Bill Owen contribute to 'Last of the Summer Wine' in any
way besides acting?

Yes, Bill Owen was also a songwriter and contributed some songs to the show, including the theme
tune 'The Last of the Summer Wine.'

How did Bill Owen's death affect 'Last of the Summer Wine'?

Bill Owen's death in 1999 led to the character Compo being written out of the show, marking a
significant change in the series.

Was Bill Owen's character Compo based on anyone in
particular?

While not officially confirmed, Compo's character was inspired by typical working-class Northern
English men, embodying a cheeky and endearing persona.

What is Bill Owen's legacy in relation to 'Last of the Summer
Wine'?

Bill Owen is remembered as an iconic figure in British television for his role as Compo, contributing
significantly to the long-running success and charm of 'Last of the Summer Wine.'



Additional Resources

Bill Owen and Last of the Summer Wine: An Enduring Legacy in British Television

bill owen last of the summer wine remains an iconic phrase that evokes nostalgia for one of
Britain's longest-running and most beloved sitcoms. Bill Owen, the esteemed actor behind the
character William “Compo” Simmonite, played a pivotal role in shaping the identity and success of
Last of the Summer Wine. This article delves into the significance of Bill Owen’s contribution to the
series, his character’s impact, and how his portrayal contributed to the show’s enduring popularity,
while exploring the cultural context and legacy connected to both the actor and the series.

Bill Owen: The Man Behind Compo

Bill Owen was a distinguished English actor and songwriter whose career spanned several decades,
but it is his role in Last of the Summer Wine that has left an indelible mark on British television
history. Born in 1914, Owen brought to life the scruffy, cheeky, and lovable character of Compo, a
role he inhabited from the show’s inception in 1973 until his death in 1999. His authentic portrayal
of a working-class Yorkshireman was both heartwarming and relatable, contributing to the show’s
unique charm and appeal.

Owen’s background as a performer and his personal experiences in Northern England significantly
informed his characterization of Compo. The character’s mischievous yet endearing nature
resonated with audiences, largely because Owen infused him with a genuine warmth and humor that
transcended stereotypes. This authenticity helped Last of the Summer Wine maintain its status as a
cultural staple for over three decades.

Last of the Summer Wine: The Context of a British
Classic

Last of the Summer Wine, created by Roy Clarke, is recognized as the longest-running sitcom in the
world, with a run spanning from 1973 to 2010. The show centers on the escapades of three elderly
men in the Yorkshire countryside, blending gentle humor with a poignant reflection on aging and
friendship. Bill Owen’s Compo was the scruffy, irrepressible wild card of the trio, whose antics often
drove the narrative.

The series is notable for its slow pace, picturesque rural setting, and character-driven comedy,
distinguishing it from other sitcoms that rely on fast-paced punchlines. Bill Owen’s performance was
instrumental in grounding the show’s humor in everyday realities, making Last of the Summer Wine
not only a source of entertainment but also a subtle commentary on life in Britain’s smaller
communities during the late 20th century.

Character Dynamics and Compo’s Role

Within the trio, Compo served as the foil to the more straight-laced characters, frequently engaging



in physical comedy and slapstick humor. His unkempt appearance and unorthodox methods made
him an object of both affection and exasperation, creating a dynamic that was central to the show’s
comedic rhythm.

Bill Owen’s nuanced performance allowed Compo to be more than just a comedic device; he was a
symbol of youthful spirit enduring into old age. This dimension added depth to the character,
enabling audiences to connect with the show beyond superficial humor.

The Impact of Bill Owen’s Performance on the Series

Bill Owen’s portrayal of Compo was pivotal in defining the tone and success of Last of the Summer
Wine. His ability to blend comedy with pathos lent the series a unique emotional texture. When
compared to other British sitcoms of the time, which often emphasized urban settings and sharp,
sometimes cynical humor, Last of the Summer Wine offered a gentler, more reflective alternative.

The show’s ratings and critical reception often highlighted Owen'’s contribution. For example, during
the 1980s and 1990s, Last of the Summer Wine consistently attracted millions of viewers, with many
attributing its appeal to the chemistry among the main cast, particularly Owen’s memorable
performance.

Legacy and Influence

Bill Owen’s work on Last of the Summer Wine has left a lasting legacy in British popular culture. The
character of Compo remains one of the most recognizable and beloved figures in British television
comedy. Beyond entertainment, Owen’s portrayal helped normalize the depiction of older adults as
vibrant and complex individuals, challenging age-related stereotypes.

Moreover, the show’s success paved the way for other series centered around older characters,
influencing the genre of “geriatric comedy” and highlighting the value of stories about later life
stages. Bill Owen’s commitment to the role until his passing in 1999 demonstrated his deep
connection to the character and the show’s enduring significance.

Exploring Bill Owen’s Career Beyond Last of the
Summer Wine

While Bill Owen is best remembered for Compo, his career encompassed a wide array of roles across
theatre, film, and television. He was also a talented songwriter, known for composing and
performing working-class anthems that reflected his connection to Northern England.

Understanding his broader career provides valuable insight into the authenticity he brought to
Compo. Owen’s background in portraying rugged, working-class characters informed his approach
to Last of the Summer Wine, enriching the series with a layer of cultural realism.



Bill Owen’s Songwriting and Its Cultural Resonance

In addition to acting, Bill Owen composed songs such as “Marry Me,” which gained popularity in the
folk music scene. His musical talents added another dimension to his artistic profile, making him a
multifaceted entertainer. This aspect of his career further endeared him to audiences who
appreciated his genuine representation of Northern English life.

Bill Owen Last of the Summer Wine: Enduring Appeal
and Cultural Significance

The enduring appeal of Bill Owen'’s role in Last of the Summer Wine can be attributed to several
factors:

e Authenticity: Owen’s portrayal of Compo reflected real-life working-class experiences,
lending credibility to the character.

e Humor and Heart: The balance of slapstick comedy with subtle emotional undertones
created a nuanced comedic experience.

¢ Relatability: The show’s themes of friendship, aging, and community resonated across
generations.

e Cultural Representation: The depiction of rural Yorkshire life offered a refreshing
alternative to urban-centric programming.

Comparatively, few sitcoms have achieved such longevity while maintaining consistent audience
engagement, underscoring Bill Owen’s vital role in this success story.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its popularity, Last of the Summer Wine and Bill Owen’s character were not without critics.
Some viewed the show’s slow pace and rural focus as outdated or lacking in diversity. However,
these critiques often overlooked the show’s intention to celebrate simplicity and camaraderie,
qualities that Bill Owen’s performance epitomized.

Furthermore, as the series progressed and Owen aged, the dynamics shifted, prompting the
showrunners to adapt storylines following his death. The transition period highlighted the challenges
in maintaining a beloved character’s presence and the impact of Owen’s absence on the series’ tone.



Bill Owen’s Enduring Influence on British Television

Bill Owen’s legacy extends beyond his role as Compo, influencing how British television approaches
character-driven comedy and representations of the elderly. His work helped break down barriers,
proving that stories about older adults could be both funny and meaningful.

The blend of humor, regional authenticity, and heartfelt storytelling in Last of the Summer Wine set
a benchmark for later productions. Bill Owen’s embodiment of Compo remains a case study in how
nuanced acting can elevate sitcom characters from mere caricatures to beloved cultural icons.

In reflecting on Bill Owen last of the summer wine, it becomes clear that his contribution was not
only to a television show but to a broader cultural narrative about aging, friendship, and community
life in Britain. His work continues to inspire actors, writers, and audiences, affirming the timeless
appeal of well-crafted characters brought to life with sincerity and humor.

Bill Owen Last Of The Summer Wine

bill owen last of the summer wine: 1000 Last of the Summer Wine Facts Ben Wharton,
2023-12-29 With its gentle humour, bumbling escapades, and endearing charm, Last of the Summer
Wine became a cultural phenomenon around the globe. Step into the picturesque Yorkshire
countryside and prepare for a delightful exploration of this long-running and iconic sitcom. This
book is a treasure trove of fascinating trivia about the show that captured the hearts of millions. So
grab a cup of tea and a sticky bun, sit back, and immerse yourself in 1000 facts all about one of
television's most beloved shows.

bill owen last of the summer wine: Last of the Summer Quiz - 1001 Last of the Summer Wine
Quiz Questions Alex Armitage, 2024-12-30 Do you consider yourself to be a Last of the Summer
Wine superfan? Are you a fan of the charming Yorkshire set sitcom? Then why not take the ultimate
Last of the Summer Wine trivia challenge? Here are a mammoth 1001 quiz questions all about the
world's longest running sitcom. This book is sure to test even the most devoted Summer Wine
scholar and fan!

bill owen last of the summer wine: Last of the Summer Wine Andrew Vine, 2010-09-25 An
insider’s look at story behind the longest running situation comedy in British television history. Quite
simply, Last of the Summer Wine is the longest-running comedy programme in the world. It
premiered thirty-seven years ago, in 1973, and, after thirty-one series it finally came to an end—even
though all its original protagonists—Compo, Foggy, even Nora Batty—are now dead. Remarkably, for
a series of such longevity and international appeal, it is all about elderly people, has little action or
plot, and is set and filmed in and around the small Yorkshire town of Holmfirth. Now, Andrew Vine,
the deputy editor of Yorkshire’s daily newspaper, has written the definitive history of this television
phenomenon. It covers the show’s inauspicious beginnings, with low ratings, its endless reinvention
as participants like Bill Owen, Michael Bates, Brian Wilde and Kathy Staff retired or died, the
appearance of a string of guest stars from John Cleese and Norman Wisdom to Thora Hird and Russ
Abbott (both of whom soon found themselves fixtures in the cast), and the ingenious plot
contrivances as the protagonists became too old and frail to attempt any of the slapstick stunts with
runaway prams—indeed any outdoor action. The town of Holmfirth is now a year-round tourist
attraction, and the endless availability of the show via streaming, ensures that Last of the Summer
Wine, and the book it inspired, will live on for generations of fans.

bill owen last of the summer wine: B S Johnson and Post-War Literature M. Ryle, ].


http://www.killa-beez.com/archive-th-120/bill-owen-last-of-the-summer-wine.pdf

Jordan, 2015-12-11 A collection of essays on the 1960s experimental writer B.S. Johnson, this book
draws together new research on all aspects of his work, and, in tracing his connections to a wider
circle of continental, British and American avant-garde writers, offers exciting new approaches to
reading 1960s experimental fiction.

bill owen last of the summer wine: My Journey as a Belly Dancer Elizabeth Gordon,
2022-10-28 How do you mend the pieces of a broken heart? When Elizabeth finds herself at the
crossroads of her life after a broken relationship, feeling a little lost and a little uncertain of her
future, not knowing what direction to take, she embarked on a holiday to Morocco.

bill owen last of the summer wine: Never Again David Renton, 2018-12-07 By 1976, the
National Front had become the fourth largest party in Britain. In a context of national decline,
racism and fears that the country was collapsing into social unrest, the Front won 19 per cent of the
vote in elections in Leicester and 100,000 votes in London. In response, an anti-fascist campaign was
born, which combined mass action to deprive the Front of public platforms with a mass cultural
movement. Rock Against Racism brought punk and reggae bands together as a weapon against the
right. At Lewisham in August 1977, fighting between the far right and its opponents saw two
hundred people arrested and fifty policemen injured. The press urged the state to ban two rival sets
of dangerous extremists. But as the papers took sides, so did many others who determined to oppose
the Front. Through the Anti-Nazi League hundreds of thousands of people painted out racist graffiti,
distributed leaflets and persuaded those around them to vote against the right. This combined
movement was one of the biggest mass campaigns that Britain has ever seen. This book tells the
story of the National Front and the campaign which stopped it.

bill owen last of the summer wine: Fading Into The Limelight Peter Sallis, 2008-09-18 The
autobiography of Peter Sallis, the brilliant actor best known for his roles as the voice of Wallace and
as Clegg in Last of the Summer Wine For more than 30 years, Peter Sallis has played Clegg in 'Last
of the Summer Wine', the world's longest-running sitcom. With his dry, cynical wit and cautious
nature, Clegg has been taken to the hearts of the nation. Now the man behind this creation, and the
voice of Wallace in Wallace & Gromit, is telling his story. From his early days in the RAF in the
Second World War, through an extraordinary theatrical career that saw him perform alongside the
likes of Joan Collins, John Gielgud and Orson Welles, to the fame that came to him late in his career,
Peter Sallis has a wonderful, heartwarming story to tell. Packed with brilliant stories and amusing
anecdotes, this is a memoir that will appeal to Peter Sallis's millions of fans, as he looks back over
his career with a warm glow of nostalgia.

bill owen last of the summer wine: Oxford Examined Richard O. Smith, 2017-01-04
Repeatedly jamming his fork of curiosity into the live toaster of opportunity, comedian Richard O.
Smith captures the experience of living in Oxford in probably the funniest book written about the
Dreaming Spires. Collected here are 70 of his best Oxford Examined columns from the
award-winning Oxford Times magazine Oxfordshire Limited Edition including several previously
unpublished stories. In these unflinchingly truthful columns he meets celebrities (Kate Middleton,
Dara O'Briain, the one who plays Phoebe in Friends and a predictably grumpy Alan Sugar), visits the
11th dimension with an Oxford University maths protégée, gatecrashes Encaenia, flirts with a
Roman slave girl from 79AD, is ejected from the Oxford Union by burly security, witnesses a
comeuppance for a pack of arrogant students, conducts a walking tour for Britain's scariest hen
party, moves a library (which transpires to be harder work than moving a mountain), sees Britain's
most pretentious theatre production, participates in the UK's national bell ringing championships
(yes, that is a thing), allows Oxford University psychologists to experiment on him, rescues four
escaped horses in a busy Oxford street (thankfully it wasn't the apocalypse), becomes a
crime-fighting superhero, is hospitalised in a serious bike accident, gets chased by a furious
revenge-fixated woman dressed as a Friesian cow, strides out of his house one morning and
disappears down a giant sink hole, mentors two stand-up comedy virgins, commits a devastating
social faux pas and pledges to never use a split infinitive or sentence this long again. 'Right from the
introductory preamble, this is pure comedy genius. I dare anybody to read it and not start sniggering



out loud. Warning: this may attract odd looks if you are on a bus or anywhere else in public.' --Oxford
Times 'Bring together an outstanding comic writer and a city of unlikely people and you'll find the
perfect love-match. The wittiest, zaniest, and most truthful guide to a city you'll read: armchair
travel has never been so good. Or so funny.' --Susie Dent 'The funniest book ever about Oxford. Pure
comedy genius. I read Oxford Examined and laughed so much.' --Gill Oliver, Oxford Mail

bill owen last of the summer wine: Migrating Modernist Performance Claire Warden,
2016-10-13 Exploring the experiences of early to mid-twentieth century British theatre-makers in
Russia, this book imagines how these travellers interpreted Russian realism, symbolism,
constructivism, agitprop, pageantry, dance or cinema. With some searching for an alternative to the
corporate West End, some for experimental techniques and others still for methods that might
politically inspire their audiences, did these journeys make any differences to their practice? And
how did distinctly Russian techniques affect British theatre history? Migrating Modernist
Performance seeks to answer these questions, reimagining the experiences and creative output of a
range of, often under-researched, practitioners. What emerges is a dynamic collection of
performances that bridge geographical, aesthetic, chronological and political divides.

bill owen last of the summer wine: Faces of Labour Andy McSmith, 1996 McSmith focuses on
key individuals in the party whose careers cast a complex story into sharp relief. His choice of
subjects is deliberately eclectic. It includes portraits of politicians like Peter Mandelson, Clare Short,
David Blunkett, John Prescott and Tony Blair, who will play a leading role in any Labour government.

bill owen last of the summer wine: Putting My Past Behind Me - A Family Story Chris
Shields, 2019-07 South London musician, composer, writer and historian Chris Shields investigates
his varied and unusual family tree. ?I spent my childhood asking questions about my family's past.
This led to tales of Romanies, of the Northamptonshire Smiths, Loveridges, Scarrotts and Boswells
and the discovery of Charlie Chaplin's birth in a caravan on the Black Patch.Then to the French
Mazoyers and a watchmaker's shop in Soho. Stories of Evans and Wormull ? surgical instrument
makers to the Army and government. Then the Baker family of Eastbourne and Herstmonceux.
Seaside concert parties ? Fred Austin's Merrie Middies. Then to war and Stalag [Vb POW,
buzzbombs and blackouts. The Snell family of Mortimer and the Arlotts of Watership Down. The
Shields family of Peckham ? pie, mash and poverty. Then to music - the '60s and The Twilights and
the Star Club, Hamburg. This information shared here was told to me directly from the mouths of
those involved ? who lived, breathed and experienced all of this.

bill owen last of the summer wine: Disney's British Gentleman Nathan Morley, 2021-04-30 'A
wonderful account of a life filled with far more ups and downs than its subject's languid demeanour
ever suggested.' -Miles Jupp Even if the name doesn't ring a bell, you'd recognise David Tomlinson's
face - genial and continually perplexed, he was Mr Banks in Mary Poppins, Professor Browne in
Bedknobs and Broomsticks and Peter Thorndyke in The Love Bug. To many, he's the epitome of
post-war British comedy. But at times his life was more tragedy than comedy. A distinguished RAF
pilot in the Second World War, his first marriage was to end in horrific tragedy and his next romance
ended with his lover marrying the founder of the American Nazi Party. He did find love and security
in his second marriage, but drama still played its part in his life - from the uncovering of an
earthshattering family secret to the fight for an autism diagnosis for his son, up against the titans of
the British medical establishment. Tomlinson may have died over twenty years ago, but his star
continues to shine. In Disney's British Gentleman, Nathan Morley reveals the remarkable story of
one of Disney's most beloved icons for the very first time.

bill owen last of the summer wine: Diary of a North London Lad Tony Shelton, 2011-09-21
The book is the story of a young man, born just after the outbreak of world war two. It charts his
growing up in North London in the forties and fifties, his diving enthusiastically into the swinging
sixties, and his marriage, fatherhood and career in the seventies. Along the way, we meet all sorts of
characters, more girls that you could shake a stick at, get immersed in amateur film-making, acting
(in 'Alfie', amongst other things) and directing (a world premiere, amongst other things) in the
amateur theatre, and working for a Hollywood film star. After many jobs in North London and the



West End, he becomes a Sales Representative, and, with the help of one or two young ladies,
eventually becomes a company director. The book ends at the beginning of the eighties, with our
hero, not for the first time, at a crossroads . . .

bill owen last of the summer wine: Aspects of Huddersfield 2 Stephen Wade, 1999-11-01
Aspects of Huddersfield, the first in the highly successful Aspects series to feature Huddersfield and
district, contains a wealth of pinpoint detail of the history of the town. The story of the coming of the
wireless to Moorside Edge, which made Huddersfield the radio centre for Northern England, sits
alongside the proceedings of the Manorial Court at the Manor of Honley in the 18th and 19th
centuries. A fascinating collection of the Legends of the Colne Valley, sits easily with Early Days in
the Mill and the Diary of an Unknown. A tale of courtship in the mid 1920s. While the Chartists went
The Whole Hog in Huddersfield, Mrs Sunderland became the Yorkshire Queen of Song, a feat still
recognised in an annual music festival in her name. Aspects of Huddersfield cannot but enthrall both
the dedicated researcher and the general reader with an interest in the town and its environs.

bill owen last of the summer wine: The Story of Coventry Peter Walters, 2013-12-02 The
Story of Coventry traces the evolution of the city, from the myths of Godiva, through to the issues,
challenges and opportunities facing it in the twenty-first century. Exploring Coventry's heritage
through records, architectural developments and anecdotes, it reveals a fascinating and much
misunderstood city, whose history is often overshadowed by its bombing during the Second World
War. Peter Walters, well known for his numerous newspaper features and active role in local
heritage, shows that there is a great deal more to the history of Coventry than first meets the eye.
This beautifully illustrated text will delight both residents and visitors alike.

bill owen last of the summer wine: The Experimentalists Joseph Darlington, 2021-11-18
The Experimentalists is a collective biography, capturing the life and times of the British
experimental writers of the swinging 1960s. A decade of research, including as-yet unopened
archives and interviews with the writers' colleagues, is brought together to produce a
comprehensive history of this ill-starred group of renegade writers. Whether the bolshie B.S.
Johnson, the globetrotting Ann Quin, the cerebral Christine Brooke-Rose, or the omnipresent
Anthony Burgess, these writers each brought their own unique contributions to literature at a time
uniquely open to their iconoclastic message. The journey connects historical moments from
Bletchley Park, to Paris May '68, to terrorist groups of the 1970s. A tale of love, loss, friendship and
a shared vision, this book is a fascinating insight into a bold, provocative and influential group of
writers whose collective story has gone untold, until now.

bill owen last of the summer wine: AEU. , 1991

bill owen last of the summer wine: The End Of An Era Tony Benn, 2012-10-31 Tony Benn's
final instalment of diaries centres on a decade which saw the disintegration of Eastern Europe, an
unprecedented assault on the labour movement at home, the fall of Margaret Thatcher and the
tragic war in the Gulf. It is a period which marks the peak of Tony Benn's reputation as a brilliant
parliamentarian. This final volume of diaries gives us insight into an era of extraordinary
international and domestic political life making it one of the most important political writings of our
time.

bill owen last of the summer wine: The Benn Diaries Tony Benn, 2017-03-23 Tony Benn was
one of the twentieth century's most charismatic politicians. The Benn Diaries, kept for almost
seventy years, are a uniquely authoritative, fascinating and readable record of the political life of our
times. This single-volume edition is the selected highlights of the complete diaries from Tony's
schooldays in the 1940s until he ceased keeping a record of his day-to-day thoughts in 2009. The
narrative starts with Tony as a schoolboy and takes the reader through his experience as a trainee
pilot during the war, his tentative first days as a backbencher in Atlee's post-war government,
through his battle to remain in the Commons after the death of his father. From cabinet posts and
leadership battles, through election highs ands lows to becoming a retired widower. Tony Benn was
a consistently radical voice campaigning for the causes he was passionate about. This volume is the
definitive legacy of the best political diarist of our times.




bill owen last of the summer wine: Best of the Britcoms Garry Berman, 2011-02-16 With
crisp dialog, outrageous characters, and an absurd sense of humor, it's no wonder British sitcoms
are so well-loved! Best of the Britcoms covers the most noteworthy situation comedies ever to cross
the pond. Each entry combines a show summary with descriptions of standout episodes and
behind-the-scenes details, plus gives you production data and full cast listings. And now, the revised
edition of this Britcom classic contains seven new chapters on programs that have aired in the U.S.
since the original edition was published, such as The Office, Extras, and My Family. Fans of
old-school Britcoms won't be disappointed either, as the revised edition also includes the later
developments of older series' storylines and detailed information on specials and cast reunions that
have occurred in the intervening years. Pick up this book, kick back, and get to know a Britcom!
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