
art and jervis international politics
**Exploring the Intersection of Art and Jervis International Politics**

art and jervis international politics represent a fascinating nexus where
creative expression meets the complex world of global diplomacy and strategic
interaction. Understanding this intersection not only enriches our
appreciation of international relations but also reveals how culture,
symbolism, and political theory intertwine in the global arena. In this
article, we will delve into how art influences and reflects international
politics through the lens of Jervis’s theories, highlighting the importance
of perception, misperception, and signaling in world affairs.

The Foundations of Jervis International
Politics Theory

Robert Jervis is a seminal figure in the study of international relations,
particularly known for his work on perception and misperception in politics.
His insights illuminate how states interpret each other’s actions,
intentions, and signals, which in turn shapes their foreign policies.
Jervis’s theory underscores that international politics is not just about
objective realities but also about how these realities are perceived by
others.

Perception and Misperception in Global Affairs

At the heart of Jervis’s work is the idea that misunderstandings can escalate
conflicts or prevent cooperation. Leaders and nations often rely on
incomplete or biased information, which colors their assessment of threats
and opportunities. This cognitive dimension is crucial because it moves
beyond traditional power-based explanations and highlights the psychological
factors influencing diplomacy.

Signaling and Communication

Jervis also emphasizes signaling—how states convey their intentions through
actions or rhetoric. Effective signaling can deter aggression or build
alliances, while poor signaling can lead to unintended confrontations. This
concept ties directly into the role of art and cultural diplomacy as subtle
yet powerful methods of communication on the international stage.



The Role of Art in International Politics

Art has always been more than aesthetic expression; it serves as a medium of
cultural identity, political messaging, and soft power. In the context of
international politics, art can be a tool for diplomacy, propaganda, or
resistance. Its ability to transcend language barriers and evoke emotional
responses makes it an invaluable asset in shaping perceptions and narratives.

Art as a Form of Soft Power

Soft power, a term coined by Joseph Nye, refers to the ability to influence
others through attraction rather than coercion. Nations use art, music,
literature, and film to project their cultural values and ideals, thereby
enhancing their global image and fostering goodwill. For example, cultural
exchanges and international art exhibitions often serve as platforms for
promoting understanding and cooperation between countries.

Art in Political Messaging and Propaganda

Historically, regimes have used art to communicate ideologies and legitimize
their authority. From Soviet socialist realism to contemporary political
street art, creative works can reinforce narratives or challenge dominant
power structures. In international politics, such art can influence both
domestic audiences and foreign publics, shaping perceptions that impact
diplomatic relations.

Intersecting Art and Jervis International
Politics: Insights and Implications

When we bring together the concepts from Jervis’s international politics with
the dynamic power of art, several intriguing insights emerge about how states
navigate the complex web of global interactions.

Art as a Signal in International Relations

Artistic expressions often serve as signals to foreign audiences. Governments
commission works that project strength, unity, or openness, depending on
their strategic goals. For example, hosting a major international art
biennale or sponsoring cultural festivals can signal a country’s stability
and willingness to engage with the world, aligning closely with Jervis’s
notion of signaling as a key element of diplomacy.



Mitigating Misperceptions Through Cultural Exchange

Cultural diplomacy, facilitated by art, can help reduce misperceptions that
Jervis highlights as sources of conflict. When nations share their artistic
traditions and contemporary works, they foster empathy and mutual
understanding, which can soften hardened political stances. Such exchanges
provide alternative narratives that challenge stereotypes and build trust.

The Ambiguity of Artistic Messages and Potential for
Misinterpretation

However, art’s symbolic nature can also lead to ambiguity and
misinterpretation. Jervis’s theory warns that unclear signals can exacerbate
tensions. An artwork intended as a gesture of peace might be perceived as
propaganda or cultural imperialism by another nation. Thus, the international
community must be aware of the complexities involved in decoding artistic
signals within political contexts.

Case Studies: Art and Jervis International
Politics in Action

To better understand the practical interplay between art and Jervis’s
international politics, let’s consider some real-world examples where art has
played a pivotal role in diplomacy and perception management.

The Cold War Cultural Rivalry

During the Cold War, the United States and the Soviet Union engaged in a
fierce cultural competition that went beyond military and economic
confrontation. The U.S. promoted abstract expressionism, jazz, and Hollywood
films, while the USSR showcased socialist realism and classical ballet. Both
sides used art to send signals about their societal values and political
systems. This cultural contest reflected Jervis’s ideas about signaling and
perception—each superpower sought to shape how the other and the world viewed
their ideology and strength.

China’s Confucius Institutes and Cultural Diplomacy

In recent decades, China has invested heavily in Confucius Institutes
worldwide, promoting Chinese language and cultural arts. This strategic use
of art and culture serves as a soft power tool to improve China’s



international image and influence perceptions, aligning with Jervis’s
emphasis on the importance of signaling in international relations.

Street Art as Political Commentary in the Middle
East

In places like Palestine and Egypt, street art has become a potent form of
political expression and international communication. These artworks often
serve as signals of resistance and identity, but they can be interpreted
differently by various international actors, illustrating the challenges of
misperception that Jervis highlights.

How Understanding Art Enhances International
Political Analysis

Incorporating art into the study of international politics enriches our
analytical toolkit. Recognizing the symbolic and communicative power of art
helps diplomats, policymakers, and scholars better grasp the subtleties of
international interactions.

Improved Cultural Sensitivity: Awareness of artistic expressions enables
a more nuanced understanding of other nations’ values and concerns.

Enhanced Communication Strategies: Leveraging art in diplomacy can
create more effective signals and reduce the risk of misperception.

Broader Contextual Analysis: Art reflects societal moods and historical
trajectories, providing context for political decisions and alliances.

Tips for Integrating Art into Political Strategy

- **Engage with Cultural Experts:** Collaborate with artists and cultural
historians to design diplomatic initiatives that resonate authentically.
- **Monitor Artistic Trends:** Keep an eye on emerging art movements that
might reflect shifts in national sentiment or political climates.
- **Use Art for Public Diplomacy:** Implement cultural programs that invite
foreign publics to experience your nation’s identity firsthand, fostering
trust and reducing misperceptions.

Exploring the rich dialogue between art and Jervis international politics
reveals that the global stage is not just shaped by military might or



economic power, but also by the stories, symbols, and creative expressions
that define human experience. By appreciating this interplay, we gain a
deeper insight into how nations communicate, compete, and cooperate in the
ever-evolving landscape of international relations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central thesis of Peter J. Jervis's work
on international politics?
Peter J. Jervis is known for his analysis of perception and misperception in
international politics, emphasizing how cognitive biases and
misunderstandings can lead to conflict.

How does art influence international political
discourse?
Art influences international political discourse by shaping cultural
narratives, fostering empathy across borders, and serving as a medium for
political expression and protest.

Can international politics be reflected through
contemporary art?
Yes, contemporary art often reflects international politics by addressing
themes such as globalization, migration, conflict, and diplomacy, thereby
raising awareness and provoking dialogue.

What role do cultural exchanges play in
international politics according to Jervis?
While Jervis primarily focuses on perception, cultural exchanges can reduce
misperceptions and build mutual understanding, which aligns with his views on
improving international relations.

How do misperceptions affect international
diplomacy?
Misperceptions can lead to mistrust, miscommunication, and unintended
escalation in diplomacy, making conflict more likely and cooperation more
difficult.

In what ways can art help mitigate misperceptions in



international relations?
Art can humanize 'the other,' challenge stereotypes, and create shared
experiences that reduce misperceptions and promote cross-cultural
understanding.

What examples exist of art influencing international
political movements?
Examples include Picasso's 'Guernica' highlighting the horrors of war, Ai
Weiwei's activism through art addressing human rights, and music festivals
promoting peace and solidarity.

How does Jervis's theory apply to current global
conflicts?
Jervis's theory suggests that many global conflicts are exacerbated by
leaders' and publics' misperceptions about opponents' intentions, which can
be addressed through better communication and empathy.

Is there a relationship between political art and
soft power in international politics?
Yes, political art can be an instrument of soft power by shaping
international public opinion and cultural influence without coercion.

How can policymakers integrate insights from art and
Jervis's theories to improve international
relations?
Policymakers can use art to foster cultural understanding and apply Jervis's
insights to identify and correct misperceptions, thereby enhancing diplomacy
and conflict resolution.

Additional Resources
Art and Jervis International Politics: An Analytical Review

art and jervis international politics intersect in a complex dialogue between
cultural expression and geopolitical theory, revealing layers of influence
that shape global relations. The exploration of this nexus is pivotal for
understanding how artistic endeavors and political thought coalesce to impact
international affairs. Particularly, the scholarship of Robert Jervis, a
prominent political scientist known for his work on perception and
misperception in international politics, provides a critical framework to
analyze how art reflects and influences global political dynamics.



The Intersection of Art and International
Politics

Art has long been a medium through which societies express their identity,
values, and responses to political climates. International politics, on the
other hand, concerns the strategic interactions between states and non-state
actors on the global stage. When these two domains converge, art becomes more
than aesthetic expression; it transforms into a vehicle of political
communication, propaganda, and even diplomacy.

The role of art in international politics can be observed through various
lenses: cultural diplomacy, soft power strategies, and ideological
contestation. Governments and international organizations often harness art
to project national images, foster mutual understanding, and influence
foreign publics. This intersection is not only about state actors; individual
artists and movements frequently respond to international conflicts, shaping
public perceptions and mobilizing opinion.

Robert Jervis and the Theory of Perception in
International Politics

Robert Jervis’s contributions to international relations theory, particularly
his exploration of perception and misperception, offer valuable insights into
how art influences and is influenced by international politics. Jervis argued
that the way states perceive each other’s intentions often determines the
nature of their interactions—whether cooperative or conflictual.

Applying Jervis’s framework to art in international politics reveals that
artistic representations can reinforce or challenge prevailing narratives.
For instance, art can either perpetuate stereotypes and hostile perceptions
between nations or serve as a bridge to understanding by humanizing ‘the
other.’ The misperceptions that Jervis highlights are often fueled by
cultural misunderstandings, which art has the potential to ameliorate or
exacerbate.

Art as a Tool of Soft Power in Global Relations

Soft power, a concept popularized by Joseph Nye, refers to the ability of a
country to persuade others to do what it wants without force or coercion. Art
plays a crucial role in this domain by embodying and exporting cultural
values and ideologies that appeal to foreign audiences.

Many countries invest in international art exhibitions, cultural exchanges,
and film festivals as part of their diplomatic arsenal. For example, China’s
Confucius Institutes promote Chinese language and culture worldwide, often



incorporating traditional and contemporary art forms. Similarly, Western
countries have used art to underscore values such as democracy, freedom, and
human rights.

This strategic use of art aligns with Jervis’s insights regarding perception:
by shaping foreign publics’ images of a country, art can influence
international political outcomes. However, this approach has limitations,
including accusations of cultural imperialism or propaganda, which can
backfire and deepen mistrust.

Case Studies: Art and Political Narratives on the
International Stage

The Cold War Cultural Diplomacy: During the Cold War, the United States
and the Soviet Union engaged in intense cultural competition. The U.S.
promoted abstract expressionism and jazz music as symbols of freedom and
creativity, contrasting with Soviet socialist realism. This artistic
rivalry was not merely about aesthetics but was deeply entwined with
ideological battles and perceptions of each superpower’s global
intentions.

Post-9/11 Artistic Responses: The aftermath of 9/11 saw a surge in art
reflecting themes of terrorism, security, and identity. International
artists grappled with the political fallout, influencing public
discourse on counterterrorism and foreign policy. These artistic
narratives contributed to shaping perceptions of the ‘War on Terror’
across different cultures.

Contemporary Middle Eastern Art and Political Expression: In recent
years, Middle Eastern artists have used their work to comment on issues
such as authoritarianism, war, and displacement. Their art challenges
dominant international political narratives and invites global audiences
to reconsider assumptions, illustrating the power of art to influence
international political understanding.

The Role of Perception and Misperception in Art
and Jervis International Politics

Jervis’s analysis of perception in international politics underscores the
importance of understanding how states and societies interpret each other’s
actions. Art occupies a unique space in this process because it can both
clarify and distort perceptions.



When art conveys a nation’s cultural richness and political aspirations
authentically, it can reduce misperceptions and build trust. Conversely, art
used manipulatively—through propaganda or biased representations—can entrench
negative stereotypes and escalate tensions. This dual potential emphasizes
the responsibility borne by artists, cultural institutions, and policymakers
in the international arena.

Challenges and Opportunities in Leveraging Art for
International Political Goals

Challenges:

Cultural Misinterpretations: Art’s symbolism is often context-
dependent, risking misinterpretation by foreign audiences.

Political Instrumentalization: The use of art as propaganda can
undermine its credibility and alienate target audiences.

Access and Inequality: Not all nations have equal resources to
promote their cultural assets internationally, leading to
imbalanced representations.

Opportunities:

Dialogue Facilitation: Art can initiate conversations that
transcend political barriers.

Humanizing Conflict: Through storytelling and visual
representation, art can foster empathy and challenge hostile
perceptions.

Soft Power Enhancement: Effective cultural diplomacy through art
can improve a nation’s global standing and influence.

Future Directions in the Study of Art and
Jervis International Politics

With globalization and digital communication reshaping the international
landscape, the interaction between art and international politics is



evolving. The proliferation of social media platforms empowers artists to
reach global audiences directly, bypassing traditional state-controlled
channels. This democratization of artistic expression introduces new
variables into the dynamics of perception and influence that Jervis
theorized.

Moreover, the rise of identity politics and transnational movements calls for
nuanced analyses of how art reflects and shapes complex international
identities. Future research inspired by Jervis’s work may focus on the role
of digital art and virtual cultural exchanges in transforming international
political perceptions.

In the intricate tapestry of global affairs, art remains a potent yet often
underappreciated force. Understanding its role through the analytical lens of
Jervis’s theories on perception provides valuable insights into the subtle
mechanisms that govern international politics today.

Art And Jervis International Politics

  art and jervis international politics: International Politics Robert J. Art, Timothy W.
Crawford, Robert Jervis, 2023-02-06 International Politics: Enduring Concepts and Contemporary
Issues has been helping students understand the dynamics of international relations for fifty years.
Readings by leading scholars on essential topics illustrate fundamental debates and differing points
of view for a comprehensive and engaging overview of the discipline, while introducing readers to
the major forces shaping the world today. The fourteenth edition continues the book’s cornerstone
approach of combining foundational theoretical works with recent perspectives on current problems,
including a wealth of new material spread across each of the book’s four parts. The foundational
material is organized to highlight the concept of anarchy in international relations and how matters
of security, power, military force, international political economy, and strategic interactions
influence patterns of cooperation and conflict. In additional to a focus on basic security and strategic
problems, the politics of international commerce, and challenges facing the global economy, this
edition also covers critical contemporary issues, including human rights, civil wars, intervention and
peacekeeping, migration, cyber conflict, great power competition, climate change, energy transition,
nuclear weapons, pandemic diplomacy, and changes in the political shape of the system writ large.
Features: 60 expertly edited readings from scholarly sources, with 30 new to this editionA four-part
organization to cover anarchy, the use of force, international political economy, and contemporary
issues, with an in-depth editor introduction to each PartAn entirely new chapter on the return of
great power politics -- ever-more important after Russia's invasion of UkraineLearning objectives
and discussion questions to focus student learning
  art and jervis international politics: International Politics Robert J. Art, Robert Jervis, 2007
With an abundance of new essays reflecting the ever-changing landscape of world politics, the
eighth edition of this renowned reader provides students with comprehensive coverage of the most
important IR concepts, trends, and current issues. Edited by two of the most respected scholars in
the field, this best-selling collection places contemporary essays alongside classics of the discipline
and includes divergent views to ensure a balanced perspective. The presentation of alternative
perspectives provides students with challenging material in the language of the field. The anthology
presents clear, theoretical works that inspire a deeper understanding of the forces that shape
today's world.

http://www.killa-beez.com/archive-th-120/art-and-jervis-international-politics.pdf


  art and jervis international politics: International Politics Robert Jervis, 2017 The
introductions to each section of this text set the intellectual context of the following material,
surveying the major points that will be made. The readings reflect the major debate in international
relations concerning the possible diminishing role of the state.
  art and jervis international politics: International Politics + Mypoliscikit Robert J. Art,
Professor Political Science Robert Jervis, Robert Jervis, 2010-06-23 This package contains the
following components: -0205673058: MyPoliSciKit -0205778763: International Politics: Enduring
Concepts and Contemporary Issues
  art and jervis international politics: International Politics: Enduring Concepts and
Contemporary Issues, Global Edition Robert Jervis, Robert J. Art, 2015-04-14 Places contemporary
essays alongside classics to survey the field's diverse voices, concepts, and issues. Challenging
students to use original scholarship to recognise and analyse patterns in world politics, this
bestselling book considers how to effectively understand politics under governments and beyond.
Carefully edited selections cover the most essential topics and are put into conversation with each
other to illustrate fundamental debates and differing points of view. Comprehensive and engaging,
International Politics offers the best overview of the discipline as well as the forces shaping the
world today. The full text downloaded to your computer With eBooks you can: search for key
concepts, words and phrases make highlights and notes as you study share your notes with friends
eBooks are downloaded to your computer and accessible either offline through the Bookshelf
(available as a free download), available online and also via the iPad and Android apps. Upon
purchase, you'll gain instant access to this eBook. Time limit The eBooks products do not have an
expiry date. You will continue to access your digital ebook products whilst you have your Bookshelf
installed.
  art and jervis international politics: International Politics and Security in Korea Jungsup Kim,
2007-01-26 This comprehensive book explains that while world politics has entered the post-Cold
War era since the late 1980s, the Korean peninsula has not. Diplomatic relations have yet to be
established between North Korea, the US and Japan, while conventional military confrontation has
persisted. Pyongyang's nuclear weapons programme has further increased tensions and the
possibility of war has frequently been considered--Publisher.
  art and jervis international politics: Bedrohungskommunikation Werner Schirmer,
2009-03-20 Realismus und Konstruktivismus streiten sich um die Vorherrschaft über das Thema
„Sicherheit“ in den Internationalen Beziehungen, aber beide blenden den Beobachter aus. Werner
Schirmer zeigt, dass jede Art von Sicherheitsproblem einen Beobachter voraussetzt und entwickelt
basierend auf der Luhmannschen Systemtheorie ein kommunikationstheoretisches Konzept von
Sicherheit und Unsicherheit, das den Namen ‚Bedrohungskommunikation’ trägt.
  art and jervis international politics: The Poetics of International Politics Milan Babík,
2018-10-26 A cutting-edge contribution to the aesthetic turn in international relations scholarship,
this book exposes the role of poetic techniques in constituting the reality of international politics. It
has two symmetrical goals: to illuminate the nonempirical fictions of factual international relations
literature, and to highlight the real factual inspirations and implications of contemporary
international relations fiction. Employing narrative theory developed by Hayden White, the author
examines factual and fictional accounts of world affairs ranging from the anarchy narrative, central
to mainstream international relations research, to novels by Don DeLillo and Milan Kundera.
Chapters analyzing factual literature flesh out its unacknowledged inventions, while those dedicated
to fiction explain its political roots and agenda. Throughout, the distinction between factual and
fictional representations of international relations breaks down. Social-scientific narratives emerge
as exercises in rhetoric: the art and politics of persuasion through language. Artistic narratives
surface as real pedagogical lessons and exercises in political activism. The volume challenges the
autonomy of academic international relations as an exclusive purveyor of serious knowledge about
world affairs and calls for active engagement with literary art. It will be of interest to scholars of
International Relations, Political Theory, Historiography, Cultural Theory, and Literary Studies and



Criticism.
  art and jervis international politics: Christian Approaches to International Affairs J. Troy,
2012-08-21 Troy analyses how the understanding of religion in Realism and the English School helps
in working towards the greater good in international relations, studying religion within the overall
framework of international affairs and the field of peace studies.
  art and jervis international politics: Security Aspects of Philippines-China Relations Rommel
C. Banlaoi, 2007
  art and jervis international politics: China and the Geopolitics of Rare Earths Sophia
Kalantzakos, 2018 Rare earths are elements that are found in the Earth's crust, and are vital
ingredients for the production of a wide variety of high tech, defense, and green
technologies-everything from iPhones and medical technologies to wind turbines, efficiency lighting,
smart bombs, and submarines. While they are not particularly rare in availability, they are difficult
and expensive to mine. Yet, China has managed to gain control over an estimated 97 percent of the
rare earth industry since the 1990s through cheap production, high export taxes, and artificial
limitations of supply. Rare earths, and China's monopoly over them, became international news after
China unofficially curtailed exports to Japan, the United States, and Europe in 2010. This embargo
followed a collision between Chinese and Japanese boats in the East China Sea, a locus of
geopolitical and economic tension between the two countries. Although the World Trade
Organization forced China to scrap its restrictions, it still holds a stranglehold over these elements
that are so critical to the economic and security interests of the United States and its allies. In this
book, Sophia Kalantzakos argues that the 2010 rare earth crisis signaled more than just a trade
dispute. Rather, it raises questions about China's use of economic statecraft, and must be regarded
as a part of the larger discourse of global power relations. Importantly, she also argues that the
failure of political actors in major industrial nations to enact comprehensive and effective policy
solutions, or the scientific and business communities to devise sustainable rare earth production
outside of China, points to future resource competition. Focusing on China's monopoly over the rare
earth industry, China and the Geopolitics of Rare Earths examines the impacts of growing worldwide
resource competition and the complexities policymakers face as they develop strategies and
responses in an increasingly globalized world.
  art and jervis international politics: MANAGING CRISES Uriel Rosenthal, Arjen Boin,
Louise K. Comfort, 2001-01-01 In this book, the editors, with 25 notable contributors, expand the
knowledge of crisis management, focusing on case studies of high-profile events that have occurred
in recent history. Part One of the text aims at theoretical development through empirical case
studies and also postulates a crisis typology and charts specific theoretical and administrative
challenges. The 'case bank,' which comprises the bulk of the book, is presented in four additional
sections. The first deals with the development of crises and compares the infamous Watts riots with
the 1992 L.A. riots. It also analyzes the fragmented and complex international environment that
allowed the 'safe area' in Bosnia to be overrun by Bosnian Serbs in 1995. The final chapter
chronicles the incredible human costs of mismanaged crisis in the Rwanda massacres in 1994. The
second section explores the many decisional dilemmas that confront crisis managers. Cases include
the fire at the Piper Alpha oil rig; the 1999 Turkish earthquakes; the Eindhoven, Holland plane
crash; and crisis management of the Mad Cow epidemic disease in the U.K. The third section
explores the long-term dimensions of crises and crisis management and particularly the development
of national traumas such as the assassination of Sweden's Prime Minister Olaf Palme in 1986, the
1992 Amsterdam air crash, and the TWA flight 800 disaster in 1996. The final section shifts focus to
future scenarios such as speculative information technology disasters, potentially devastating viral
epidemics, deteriorating environmental and societal conditions in Russia, the southwest U.S. coming
water shortage, and the outlook for Japan, one of the worldÂ’s most disaster-prone countries.
Summarizing the research findings of the past decade, the authors describe patterns in the paths
toward crises, the dilemmas and coping mechanisms that emerge during the thick of crisis, and, very
importantly, the pathways that lead away from crisis.



  art and jervis international politics: Coalition Defection Avi Kober, 2002-11-30 Since the
creation of Israel, during both wartime and peacetime, many Arab coalitions have formed. Every one
of these anti-Israel coalitions has failed to achieve its goals due to the defection of one or more
major parties. Kober explores the forces behind the dissemination of these alliances to determine
why Arab states chose defection; whether or not a distinction can be made between defection
patterns in times of war and patterns related to peace processes; and possible explanations for
different behavior patterns. The multi-polar structure of the Arab subsystem, the decisions of pivotal
members, and the negative reputations earned by such coalitions have always made defection an
easy alternative. The choice to defect was, Kober contends, nurtured by a sense of military weakness
and by the priority that coalition members attached to their particular interests over general Arab
concerns. Kober finds that defection in time of war has arisen mainly through evasion-passive
avoidance of coalition obligations with the hope of escaping or minimizing expected losses. Defection
from military coalitions often deprived the defector of maximizing gains, all the while weakening the
remaining coalition members. However, defection during the peace process served not only to
optimize the defector's utilities, but eventually proved beneficial for the parties left behind. Kober
determines that the peace process, mainly due to superpower involvement, transformed the scenario
from a zero-sum to a non-zero-sum game, by rewarding the parties for signing treaties with Israel.
Also, the first defectors, such as Egypt, established pay-off precedents, creating the foundation for
future negotiations between the Arab players and Israel.
  art and jervis international politics: What Moves Man Annette Freyberg-Inan, 2004-01-01 A
critical look at the image of human nature that underlies the realist theory of international relations.
  art and jervis international politics: The Origins of Major War Dale C. Copeland, 2013-02-15
One of the most important questions of human existence is what drives nations to war—especially
massive, system-threatening war. Much military history focuses on the who, when, and where of
war. In this riveting book, Dale C. Copeland brings attention to bear on why governments make
decisions that lead to, sustain, and intensify conflicts.Copeland presents detailed historical
narratives of several twentieth-century cases, including World War I, World War II, and the Cold
War. He highlights instigating factors that transcend individual personalities, styles of government,
geography, and historical context to reveal remarkable consistency across several major wars
usually considered dissimilar. The result is a series of challenges to established interpretive
positions and provocative new readings of the causes of conflict.Classical realists and neorealists
claim that dominant powers initiate war. Hegemonic stability realists believe that wars are most
often started by rising states. Copeland offers an approach stronger in explanatory power and
predictive capacity than these three brands of realism: he examines not only the power resources
but the shifting power differentials of states. He specifies more precisely the conditions under which
state decline leads to conflict, drawing empirical support from the critical cases of the twentieth
century as well as major wars spanning from ancient Greece to the Napoleonic Wars.
  art and jervis international politics: International Political Economy Frederic S. Pearson,
Simon Payaslian, 1999 This text takes up the important human impact questions of the global
economy, and deals with new and fast-breaking developments in technology and the global economy.
It combines solid scholarship with timely examples, careful explanations with lively format, and
theory with policy.
  art and jervis international politics: Theories of International Relations David A. Baldwin,
2017-03-02 International relations theory is a diverse and constantly evolving area of scholarly
research reflecting the fluctuations in world politics. This volume brings together a number of the
most important research papers published on this subject during the last sixty years. Divided into
five thematic sections, this work provides the reader with a comprehensive overview of
developments and debates in this area of study. Topics covered include the history and development
of alternative approaches to international relations theory; the importance of domestic politics in
shaping a state's foreign policy; the absence of a global 'government' and the meaning and
implications of this 'state of international anarchy'; power and its role as a variable in international



relations theory and the challenges of state security, war and peace. The introduction anchors the
collection, putting the articles within the context of the evolution of this field to date.
  art and jervis international politics: Constructivism and International Relations Stefano
Guzzini, Anna Leander, 2005-12-12 This new book unites in one volume some of the most prominent
critiques of Alexander Wendt's constructivist theory of international relations and includes the first
comprehensive reply by Wendt. Partly reprints of benchmark articles, partly new original critiques,
the critical chapters are informed by a wide array of contending theories ranging from realism to
poststructuralism. The collected leading theorists critique Wendt’s seminal book Social Theory of
International Politics and his subsequent revisions. They take issue with the full panoply of Wendt’s
approach, such as his alleged positivism, his critique of the realist school, the conceptualism of
identity, and his teleological theory of history. Wendt’s reply is not limited to rebuttal only. For the
first time, he develops his recent idea of quantum social science, as well as its implications for
theorising international relations. This unique volume will be a necessary companion to Wendt’s
book for students and researchers seeking a better understanding of his work, and also offers one of
the most up-to-date collections on constructivist theorizing.
  art and jervis international politics: US Military Strategy and the Cold War Endgame
Stephen J. Cimbala, 2014-01-14 At the end of the Cold War security concerns are more about
regional and civil conflicts than nuclear or Eurasian global wars. Stephen Cimbala argues that
deterrence characteristics of the pre-Cold War period will in the 21st century again become
normative.
  art and jervis international politics: American National Security Amos A. Jordan, William J.
Taylor, Jr., Michael J. Meese, Suzanne C. Nielsen, 2009-02-20 The sixth edition of American National
Security has been extensively rewritten to take into account the significant changes in national
security policy in the past decade. Thorough revisions reflect a new strategic context and the
challenges and opportunities faced by the United States in the early twenty-first century. Highlights
include: • An examination of the current international environment and new factors affecting U.S.
national security policy making• A discussion of the Department of Homeland Security and changes
in the intelligence community• A survey of intelligence and national security, with special focus on
security needs post-9/11• A review of economic security, diplomacy, terrorism, conventional
warfare, counterinsurgency, military intervention, and nuclear deterrence in the changed
international setting• An update of security issues in East Asia, South and Southeast Asia, the
Middle East, Sub-Saharan Africa, Russia and Central Asia, and Latin America and the Caribbean•
New material on globalization, transnational actors, and human security Previous editions have been
widely used in undergraduate and graduate courses. -- James Schlesinger, former Secretary of
Defense, from the foreword
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