
old school by tobias wolff

**Exploring "Old School" by Tobias Wolff: A Deep Dive into Identity, Ambition, and Literary Influence**

old school by tobias wolff stands out as a compelling short story that masterfully explores themes of
identity, ambition, and the complex relationship between a young writer and the literary world he idolizes.
Tobias Wolff, an acclaimed American author known for his sharp insight and evocative storytelling, uses this
narrative to delve into the psyche of a young man coming of age in a prestigious boarding school, grappling
with his aspirations and insecurities.

Understanding "Old School" by Tobias Wolff

At its core, "Old School" is a coming-of-age story set in an elite prep school, where the protagonist, a
nameless narrator, encounters the pressures of conformity and the desire for recognition. Wolff’s story is not
just about the struggles within the academic environment; it is a reflection on the power of literature to shape
identity and the sometimes painful process of self-discovery.

The story is often praised for its rich characterization and the way it captures the nuanced tensions between
personal ambition and authenticity. It provides readers with a vivid glimpse into the emotional landscape of
adolescence, especially when coupled with the expectations of a rigid social setting.

The Setting: A Boarding School as a Microcosm

The backdrop of the story—a traditional boarding school—serves as a microcosm for larger societal and
cultural expectations. The school’s atmosphere is steeped in tradition, and its students are acutely aware of
the legacy and prestige they are expected to uphold. This environment magnifies the protagonist’s internal
conflict as he navigates the pressures to fit in while yearning to establish his own voice.

Themes and Symbolism in "Old School"

#### The Quest for Literary Approval

One of the primary themes in "Old School by Tobias Wolff" is the protagonist’s quest for literary approval.
The story highlights how young writers often look up to established authors as benchmarks for success and
identity. The narrator’s interactions with visiting literary figures underscore this dynamic, illustrating how
admiration can sometimes blur into obsession.

#### Identity and Authenticity

The story probes the tension between authenticity and imitation. The narrator wrestles with the temptation
to mimic the styles and voices of famous writers, which raises questions about what it means to be true to
oneself as an artist. This theme resonates strongly with readers, especially those interested in creative writing
or the challenges of self-expression.

#### Class and Privilege

While not overtly political, "Old School" subtly addresses issues of class and privilege. The setting
itself—a prestigious, white, upper-class institution—shapes the characters’ worldview and opportunities.
Wolff’s narrative invites readers to consider how these factors influence ambition and self-perception.



Character Analysis: The Narrator and His Influences

The unnamed narrator of "Old School" is a complex figure, embodying both vulnerability and determination. His
admiration for established authors is a driving force in the story, but so is his insecurity about his own talent.
The tension between these elements creates a relatable and compelling protagonist.

The visiting authors, though secondary characters, play pivotal roles in shaping the narrator’s journey. They
represent the ideals and standards the narrator aspires to, as well as the sometimes intimidating reality of
literary greatness. This dynamic offers insight into the mentor-mentee relationship and the impact of role models
in artistic development.

Literary Style and Techniques in "Old School"

Tobias Wolff’s writing style in "Old School" is characterized by clarity, subtlety, and emotional depth. His
prose is straightforward yet evocative, allowing readers to engage deeply with the narrator’s inner world
without being overwhelmed by complexity.

Wolff employs symbolism and careful pacing to build tension and highlight key moments in the story. The use of
first-person narration creates intimacy, drawing readers into the narrator’s thoughts and feelings, making the
story both personal and universally relatable.

Why "Old School" Resonates with Readers

There are several reasons why "Old School by Tobias Wolff" continues to resonate with readers, students,
and literary enthusiasts:

- **Relatable Themes:** The exploration of ambition, identity, and the desire for acceptance are universal
experiences, especially during adolescence.
- **Insight into the Literary World:** The story offers a behind-the-scenes look at the reverence for literary
figures and the impact of their presence on young writers.
- **Emotional Honesty:** Wolff’s portrayal of the narrator’s insecurities and triumphs feels authentic and
heartfelt.
- **Rich Symbolism:** The narrative invites readers to reflect on broader questions about creativity and
authenticity.

Tips for Analyzing "Old School" by Tobias Wolff

If you’re studying "Old School" or looking to write an essay about it, consider these approaches:

1. **Explore the Role of Setting:** Analyze how the boarding school environment shapes the characters and
themes.
2. **Examine Literary Influences:** Look at how the narrator’s admiration for specific authors influences his
self-perception and actions.
3. **Discuss Identity Formation:** Reflect on how the story portrays the challenges of forming a personal
identity amidst external pressures.
4. **Consider Symbolism:** Identify symbols in the story and interpret their significance in relation to the
themes.
5. **Focus on Narrative Perspective:** Evaluate the effectiveness of the first-person point of view in
conveying the story’s emotional depth.



The Impact of "Old School" in Contemporary Literature

"Old School" remains a significant work within Tobias Wolff’s oeuvre and in contemporary American
literature. Its exploration of the artistic journey and personal growth resonates with readers across
generations. The story also contributes to ongoing conversations about education, class, and the nature of
mentorship.

Wolff’s ability to capture the complexities of adolescence with nuance and empathy has cemented "Old
School" as a staple in many academic curricula. It encourages readers not only to appreciate the craft of
writing but also to consider the broader implications of ambition and authenticity in life.

Final Thoughts on "Old School" by Tobias Wolff

Diving into "Old School by Tobias Wolff" offers more than just a glimpse into the life of a young writer; it’s
an invitation to reflect on the universal human experiences of aspiration, self-doubt, and the desire to be seen
and understood. Wolff’s storytelling reminds us that the journey to find one’s voice is often fraught with
challenges but also rich with opportunities for growth.

For anyone interested in literature, creative writing, or the complexities of coming of age, "Old School"
provides a thoughtful and engaging narrative that continues to inspire and provoke meaningful discussions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Old School' by Tobias Wolff?

The main theme of 'Old School' is the struggle for identity and authenticity, as well as the complexities of
ambition and the influence of literary tradition on a young writer.

Who is the protagonist in 'Old School' and what challenges does he face?

The protagonist is an unnamed narrator, a student at an elite boarding school, who faces challenges related
to fitting in, living up to high literary standards, and dealing with his admiration for his famous writer guest.

How does Tobias Wolff explore the concept of mentorship in 'Old School'?

Wolff explores mentorship through the relationship between the student and the famous writer who visits the
school, highlighting both the inspiration and the pressures that come with such a mentor figure.

What role does the setting play in 'Old School'?

The boarding school setting creates a closed, competitive environment that amplifies the narrator's internal
conflicts and underscores themes of tradition, hierarchy, and the pursuit of excellence.

Why is 'Old School' considered a coming-of-age story?

'Old School' is considered a coming-of-age story because it follows the narrator's emotional and
intellectual growth as he confronts issues of integrity, self-expression, and the desire for approval during his
formative years.



Additional Resources
Old School by Tobias Wolff: A Critical Examination of Ambition, Identity, and Literary Influence

old school by tobias wolff stands as a compelling short story that delves into the complexities of
adolescence, ambition, and the yearning for acceptance within elite literary circles. First published in The New
Yorker in 1999, Wolff’s narrative captures the nuanced psychological landscape of a young student
navigating the pressures of conformity and originality at a prestigious boarding school. This article provides
an analytical and SEO-optimized exploration of the story’s themes, style, and cultural significance,
positioning it within the broader context of Tobias Wolff’s oeuvre and contemporary American literature.

Contextualizing Old School by Tobias Wolff

Tobias Wolff, an acclaimed American author known for his memoirs and short stories, often explores themes of
identity, morality, and personal growth. Old school by tobias wolff fits seamlessly into this thematic
repertoire, portraying the protagonist’s internal battle between authenticity and the desire to impress
authority figures. Set against the backdrop of a fictional elite preparatory school, the story reflects
mid-20th-century American educational and social dynamics, emphasizing the tension between individual
creativity and institutional expectations.

This story’s setting is crucial for understanding its thematic core. Boarding schools, often portrayed as
crucibles of privilege and tradition, serve as microcosms for societal hierarchies and cultural norms. Wolff’s
depiction is neither romanticized nor overtly critical; instead, it offers a nuanced examination of how young
individuals negotiate identity in environments steeped in legacy and reputation.

The Plot and Narrative Structure

At its surface, old school by tobias wolff follows a nameless narrator, a teenage boy, as he attempts to
impress his English teacher and secure a place among the literary elite. The story unfolds through a first-
person narrative, providing readers with intimate access to the protagonist’s thoughts and feelings. His
admiration for classic authors and his attempts to emulate their styles underscore the story’s exploration of
literary influence and originality.

The narrative structure is linear but rich with introspective moments. Key events, such as the protagonist’s
decision to submit an original story versus a plagiarized one, build tension and highlight the moral dilemmas
inherent in the pursuit of success. Wolff’s prose is economical yet evocative, allowing the story to maintain a
brisk pace while probing deep emotional and ethical issues.

Thematic Exploration in Old School by Tobias Wolff

One of the story’s central themes is the tension between imitation and originality. The protagonist’s struggle
to find his unique voice while being heavily influenced by canonical authors reflects a universal challenge faced
by aspiring writers. This theme resonates beyond the literary world, touching on broader questions about
identity formation and self-expression in adolescence.

Another prominent theme is the desire for approval and recognition. The young narrator’s motivation to impress
his teacher and gain entry into the literary “old school” mirrors the human need for validation, particularly
within hierarchical institutions. Wolff subtly critiques the gatekeeping mechanisms in literary culture and
education, suggesting that such structures can stifle genuine creativity.

The story also addresses the complexity of morality, especially in contexts where success seems to demand
compromise. The protagonist’s internal conflict over whether to plagiarize a story or present his own work



raises questions about integrity, ambition, and the cost of achievement. This moral ambiguity enhances the
story’s psychological depth and invites readers to reflect on their own values.

Characterization and Psychological Insight

Wolff’s characterization in old school by tobias wolff is finely tuned to reveal the protagonist’s
vulnerabilities and aspirations. The narrator’s voice is marked by a mix of admiration, insecurity, and a keen
intellectual curiosity. His interactions with teachers and peers further highlight the social dynamics within the
school and the pressures exerted on students.

The English teacher, a figure of authority and literary expertise, embodies the gatekeeper role. His discerning
taste and high expectations create an environment that is both inspiring and intimidating. The relationship
between teacher and student is complex, blending mentorship with subtle power imbalances.

Psychologically, the story captures the liminal space of adolescence—a period marked by self-discovery and
conflicting emotions. The protagonist’s oscillation between confidence and doubt, honesty and deception,
underscores the universal struggle to define oneself amid external pressures.

Stylistic Features and Literary Devices

Tobias Wolff’s style in old school by tobias wolff is characterized by clarity, precision, and understated
elegance. His use of language avoids excessive ornamentation, focusing instead on crafting vivid imagery and
authentic dialogue. This stylistic choice enhances the story’s realism and emotional impact.

Symbolism plays a subtle but significant role. The “old school” itself symbolizes tradition, authority, and the
literary canon, against which the protagonist measures himself. Literary allusions to authors such as
Hemingway, Faulkner, and Fitzgerald enrich the text, situating the narrator’s aspirations within a broader
cultural framework.

Wolff also employs irony and tension effectively. The protagonist’s admiration for established authors
contrasts with his own creative insecurities, creating a layered narrative that challenges simplistic
interpretations. The story’s ending, which leaves the reader pondering the narrator’s fate and choices,
exemplifies Wolff’s skill in crafting open-ended, thought-provoking conclusions.

Comparative Perspective: Old School and Other Wolff Works

When compared to other works by Tobias Wolff, such as “Say Yes” or “The Liar,” old school by tobias wolff
shares thematic concerns with identity and moral ambiguity but distinguishes itself through its specific focus
on literary ambition and mentorship. Unlike some of Wolff’s more autobiographical pieces, this story adopts a
more universal adolescent perspective, making its themes accessible to a broader audience.

Additionally, the story’s setting within an elite academic institution draws parallels to Wolff’s memoir “This
Boy’s Life,” where themes of class, education, and self-reinvention also play central roles. However, “Old
School” is more concentrated in its narrative scope, offering a snapshot rather than an extended life story.

Relevance and Impact in Contemporary Literature

In the landscape of contemporary American short fiction, old school by tobias wolff remains significant for its
incisive exploration of the challenges young writers face in reconciling personal voice with literary tradition.
Its continued inclusion in academic syllabi and anthologies attests to its lasting educational value and



literary merit.

The story’s focus on mentorship and gatekeeping within literature resonates with ongoing discussions about
diversity, access, and representation in the arts. While set in a specific historical and social context, the
narrative’s core concerns about authenticity, ambition, and ethical compromise are timeless.

Moreover, Wolff’s story contributes to the discourse on how institutions shape creative identities, a topic
relevant to educators, writers, and cultural critics alike. Its nuanced portrayal of the protagonist’s
internal conflict offers fertile ground for analysis in literary studies and psychology.

Key Takeaways from Old School by Tobias Wolff

Exploration of Literary Influence: The story highlights the complex relationship between aspiring writers
and canonical figures, emphasizing the difficulty of carving out an original voice.

Adolescent Identity Formation: Through its protagonist, the narrative delves into the psychological
challenges of growing up within rigid social structures.

Ethical Ambiguity: The moral dilemmas faced by the narrator invite readers to consider the costs of
ambition and the nature of integrity.

Institutional Critique: The depiction of the boarding school environment serves as a microcosm for
broader societal hierarchies and gatekeeping practices.

As an enduring piece of literature, old school by tobias wolff continues to inspire reflection on the nature of
creativity, the quest for approval, and the complexities inherent in coming of age within demanding cultural
frameworks. Its subtle storytelling and rich thematic layers secure its place as a significant work within both
Wolff’s canon and the wider field of American short fiction.

Old School By Tobias Wolff

  old school by tobias wolff: Old School Tobias Wolff, 2004-08-31 The protagonist of Tobias
Wolff’s shrewdly—and at times devastatingly—observed first novel is a boy at an elite prep school in
1960. He is an outsider who has learned to mimic the negligent manner of his more privileged
classmates. Like many of them, he wants more than anything on earth to become a writer. But to do
that he must first learn to tell the truth about himself. The agency of revelation is the school literary
contest, whose winner will be awarded an audience with the most legendary writer of his time. As
the fever of competition infects the boy and his classmates, fraying alliances, exposing weaknesses,
Old School explores the ensuing deceptions and betrayals with an unblinking eye and a bottomless
store of empathy. The result is further evidence that Wolff is an authentic American master.
  old school by tobias wolff: The Big Read , 2008
  old school by tobias wolff: The Cambridge Introduction to Creative Writing David
Morley, 2007-05-10 Publisher description
  old school by tobias wolff: Imagined Non-Jews Ohad Reznick, 2024-08-05 Racial passing has
fascinated thousands of American readers since the end of the nineteenth century. However, the
phenomenon of Jews passing as gentiles has been all but overlooked. This book examines forgotten
novels depicting Jewish Americans masquerading as gentiles. Exploring two waves of publications of
this subgenre—in the 1940s-1950s and 1990s-2000s—this book raises questions about the
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perceptions of Jewish difference during these periods.Looking at issues such as Whiteness,
Americanness, gender, and race, it traces the changes in the representation of Jewish identity during
the second half of the twentieth century and the beginning of the new millennium. Ohad Reznick’s
Imagined Non-Jews is an important intervention in the scholarship on the literature of passing. This
book also makes a significant contribution to Jewish American literary studies through thoughtful
close readings of texts from the 1940s and 1950s, many of them little-known today, as well as
multi-ethnic American fiction from the turn-of-the-21st-century, all of them featuring characters who
conceal their Jewishness in order to pass for gentile. —Lori Harrison-Kahan, Boston College, author
of The White Negress: Literature, Minstrelsy, and the Black-Jewish Imaginary
  old school by tobias wolff: Ein ehrliches Leben Joakim Zander, 2024-07-16 Willst du ein
ehrliches Leben führen, oder spielst du weiter das falsche Spiel der Gesellschaft? Martin möchte
alles hinter sich lassen: Die Fesseln der Kleinstadt, in der er aufwuchs, seine Mittelschicht-Herkunft,
für die er sich schämt. Doch als er sich an der juristischen Fakultät in Lund einschreibt, führen ihm
seine reichen Kommilitonen deutlich vor Augen, dass nicht für alle die gleichen Regeln gelten.
Martins Sehnsucht nach intellektueller Verbundenheit, Authentizität, einem anderen Leben scheint
sich erst zu erfüllen, als er auf einer Anti-Nazi-Demonstration in Malmö eine junge Frau
kennenlernt. Max macht ihn mit ihren exzentrischen Freunden bekannt. Das Leben der Gruppe
basiert auf radikalen und aufregenden Idealen, aber auch auf Lügen und immensen Risiken. Als
Martin merkt, in was sie ihn hineinziehen, ist es bereits zu spät, um auszusteigen. Er ist einer von
ihnen, einer der Banditen. Ein Spannungsroman über Wahrheit, Täuschung und die Verlockungen
eines Lebens außerhalb des Gesetzes.
  old school by tobias wolff: By the Book Pamela Paul, 2014-10-28 Sixty-five of the world's
leading writers open up about the books and authors that have meant the most to them Every
Sunday, readers of The New York Times Book Review turn with anticipation to see which novelist,
historian, short story writer, or artist will be the subject of the popular By the Book feature. These
wide-ranging interviews are conducted by Pamela Paul, the editor of the Book Review, and here she
brings together sixty-five of the most intriguing and fascinating exchanges, featuring personalities as
varied as David Sedaris, Hilary Mantel, Michael Chabon, Khaled Hosseini, Anne Lamott, and James
Patterson. The questions and answers admit us into the private worlds of these authors, as they
reflect on their work habits, reading preferences, inspirations, pet peeves, and recommendations. By
the Book contains the full uncut interviews, offering a range of experiences and observations that
deepens readers' understanding of the literary sensibility and the writing process. It also features
dozens of sidebars that reveal the commonalities and conflicts among the participants, underscoring
those influences that are truly universal and those that remain matters of individual taste. For the
devoted reader, By the Book is a way to invite sixty-five of the most interesting guests into your
world. It's a book party not to be missed.
  old school by tobias wolff: Books and Beyond Kenneth Womack, 2008-10-30 There's a strong
interest in reading for pleasure or self-improvement in America, as shown by the popularity of Harry
Potter, and book clubs, including Oprah Winfrey's. Although recent government reports show a
decline in recreational reading, the same reports show a strong correlation between interest in
reading and academic acheivement. This set provides a snapshot of the current state of popular
American literature, including various types and genres. The volume presents alphabetically
arranged entries on more than 70 diverse literary categories, such as cyberpunk, fantasy literature,
flash fiction, GLBTQ literature, graphic novels, manga and anime, and zines. Each entry is written by
an expert contributor and provides a definition of the genre, an overview of its history, a look at
trends and themes, a discussion of how the literary form engages contemporary issues, a review of
the genre's reception, a discussion of authors and works, and suggestions for further reading.
Sidebars provide fascinating details, and the set closes with a selected, general bibliography.
Reading in America for pleasure and knowledge continues to be popular, even while other media
compete for attention. While students continue to read many of the standard classics, new genres
have emerged. These have captured the attention of general readers and are also playing a critical



role in the language arts classroom. This book maps the state of popular literature and reading in
America today, including the growth of new genres, such as cyberpunk, zines, flash fiction, GLBTQ
literature, and other topics. Each entry is written by an expert contributor and provides a definition
of the genre, an overview of its history, a look at trends and themes, a discussion of how the literary
form engages contemporary issues, a review of the genre's critical reception, a discussion of authors
and works, and suggestions for further reading. Sidebars provide fascinating details, and the set
closes with a selected, general bibliography. Students will find this book a valuable guide to what
they're reading today and will appreciate its illumination of popular culture and contemporary social
issues.
  old school by tobias wolff: The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry Gabrielle Zevin, 2014-12-02 BY
THE AUTHOR OF THE SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER TOMORROW, AND TOMORROW, AND
TOMORROW 'Marvelously optimistic about the future of books and bookstores and the people who
love both' Washington Post A.J. Fikry, the grumpy owner of Island Books, is going through a hard
time: his bookshop is failing, he has lost his beloved wife, and his prized possession - a rare first
edition book has been stolen. Over time, he has given up on people, and even the books in his store,
instead of offering solace, are yet another reminder of a world that is changing too rapidly. But one
day A.J. finds two-year-old Maya sitting on the bookshop floor, with a note attached to her asking the
owner to look after her. His life - and Maya's - is changed forever. Gabrielle Zevin's enchanting novel
is a love letter to the world of books - an irresistible affirmation of why we read, and why we love.
Readers say: 'A lovely uplifting book' five star reader review 'Devoured in a day. So much heart and
control. Love it' five star reader review 'the writing style and characters made this novel a firm five
stars' five star reader review 'This book has become my absolute favourite and not just best of the
year but ever. I had to make a new shelf for it on GoodReads. I was completely blown away by it' five
star reader review
  old school by tobias wolff: The Collected Works of A.J. Fikry Gabrielle Zevin, 2014-03-13 A.J.
Fikry owns a failing bookshop. His wife has just died, in tragic circumstances. His rare and valuable
first edition has been stolen. His life is a wreck. Amelia is a book rep, with a big heart, and a lonely
life. Maya is the baby left on A.J.'s bookshop floor with a note. What happens in the bookshop that
changes the lives of these seemingly normal but extraordinary characters? This is the story of how
unexpected love can rescue you and bring you back to real life, in a world that you won't want to
leave, with characters that you will come to love.
  old school by tobias wolff: The Call Me Ishmael Phone Book Logan Smalley, Stephanie
Kent, 2020-10-13 For fans of My Ideal Bookshelf and Bibliophile, The Call Me Ishmael Phone Book is
the perfect gift for book lovers everywhere: a quirky and entertaining interactive guide to reading,
featuring voicemails, literary Easter eggs, checklists, and more, from the creators of the popular
multimedia project. The Call Me Ishmael Phone Book is an interactive illustrated homage to the
beautiful ways in which books bring meaning to our lives and how our lives bring meaning to books.
Carefully crafted in the style of a retro telephone directory, this guide offers you a variety of unique
ways to connect with readers, writers, bookshops, and life-changing stories. In it, you’ll discover...
-Heartfelt, anonymous voicemail messages and transcripts from real-life readers sharing
unforgettable stories about their most beloved books. You’ll hear how a mother and daughter formed
a bond over their love for Erin Morgenstern’s The Night Circus, or how a reader finally felt
represented after reading Gene Luen Yang’s American Born Chinese, or how two friends performed
Mary Oliver’s Thirst to a grove of trees, or how Anne Frank inspired a young writer to continue
journaling. -Hidden references inside fictional literary adverts like Ahab’s Whale Tours and Miss
Ophelia’s Psychic Readings, and real-life literary landmarks like Maya Angelou City Park and the
Edgar Allan Poe House & Museum. -Lists of bookstores across the USA, state by state, plus
interviews with the book lovers who run them. -Various invitations to become a part of this book by
calling and leaving a bookish voicemail of your own. -And more! Quirky, nostalgic, and full of heart,
The Call Me Ishmael Phone Book is a love letter to the stories that change us, connect us, and make
us human.



  old school by tobias wolff: The Green Bookshop John Salinsky, Iona Heath, Matthew
Walters, 2018-04-19 This collection that was first published in 2009, and is recommended reading
for doctors and others includes: The Green Bookshop opens its doors; Books that won prizes; Great
books that should have won prizes; Two books by one writer; A handful of classic novels; Short
stories and essays; Books and the cinema; Biography and memoirs; Classic books about general
practice; Best new books about general practice; Consultation and communication; Education for
primary care; Psychiatry, psychology and a bit of philosophy, and Reading for pleasure.
  old school by tobias wolff: The Work of Teaching Writing Joseph Harris, 2020-03-16 Film and
literature can illuminate the experience of teaching and learning writing in ways that academic
books and articles often miss. In particular, popular books and movies about teaching reveal the
crucial importance of taking students seriously as writers and intellectuals. In this book, Joseph
Harris explores how the work of teaching writing has been depicted in novels, films, and plays to
reveal what teachers can learn from studying not just theories of discourse, rhetoric, and pedagogy
but also accounts of the lived experience of teaching writing. Each chapter examines a fictional
representation of writing classes—as portrayed in Dead Poets Society, Up the Down Staircase,
Educating Rita, Push, and more—and shifts the conversation from how these works portray teachers
to how they dramatize the actual work of teaching. Harris considers scenes of instruction from
different stages of the writing process and depictions of students and teachers at work together to
highlight the everyday aspects of teaching writing. In the writing classroom the ideas of teachers
come to life in the work of their students. The Work of Teaching Writing shows what fiction, film,
and drama can convey about the moment of exchange between teacher and student as they work
together to create new insights into writing. It will interest both high school and undergraduate
English teachers, as well as graduate students and scholars in composition and rhetoric, literary
studies, and film studies.
  old school by tobias wolff: Goddess of the Market Jennifer Burns, 2009-10-19 Drawing on
unprecedented access to Rand's private papers and the original, unedited versions of Rand's
journals, Jennifer Burns offers a groundbreaking reassessment of this key cultural figure, examining
her life, her ideas, and her impact on conservative political thought. Burns highlights the two facets
of Rand's work that make her a perennial draw for those on the right: her promotion of capitalism,
and her defense of limited government. Both sprang from her early, bitter experience of life under
Communism, and became among the most deeply enduring of her messages, attracting a diverse
audience of college students and intellectuals, business people and Republican Party activists,
libertarians and conservatives. The book also traces the development of Rand's Objectivist
philosophy and her relationship with Nathaniel Branden.
  old school by tobias wolff: U.P. Reader -- Issue #3 Larry Buege, Tyler Tichelaar, Deborah K.
Frontiera, 2019-03-14 Michigan's Upper Peninsula is blessed with a treasure trove of storytellers,
poets, and historians, all seeking to capture a sense of Yooper Life from settler's days to the far-flung
future. Since 2017, the U.P. Reader offers a rich collection of their voices that embraces the U.P.'s
natural beauty and way of life, along with a few surprises. The twenty-three works in this third
annual volume take readers on U.P. road and boat trips from the Keweenaw to the Soo. Every page
is rich with descriptions of the characters and culture that make the Upper Peninsula worth living in
and writing about. U.P. writers span genres from humor to history and from science fiction to
poetry. This issue also includes imaginative fiction from the Dandelion Cottage Short Story Award
winners, honoring the amazing young writers enrolled in all of the U.P.'s schools. Featuring the
words of Larry Buege, Mikel B. Classen, Deborah K. Frontiera, Jan Kellis, Amy Klco, David Lehto,
Sharon Kennedy, Bobby Mack, Becky Ross Michael, T. Sanders, Donna Searight Simons and Frank
Searight, Emma Locknane, Lucy Woods, Kaitlin Ambuehl, T. Kilgore Splake, Aric Sundquist, Ninie G.
Syarikin, and Tyler R. Tichelaar. U.P. Reader offers a wonderful mix of storytelling, poetry, and
Yooper culture. Here’s to many future volumes! --Sonny Longtine, author of Murder in Michigan's
Upper Peninsula As readers embark upon this storied landscape, they learn that the people of
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula offer a unique voice, a tribute to a timeless place too long silent. --Sue



Harrison, international bestselling author of Mother Earth Father Sky I was amazed by the variety of
voices in this volume. U.P. Reader offers a little of everything, from short stories to nature poetry,
fantasy to reality, Yooper lore to humor. I look forward to the next issue. --Jackie Stark, editor,
Marquette Monthly The U.P. Reader is sponsored by the Upper Peninsula Publishers and Authors
Association (UPPAA) a non-profit 501(c)3 corporation. A portion of proceeds from each copy sold will
be donated to the UPPAA for its educational programming. Learn more at www.UPReader.org
  old school by tobias wolff: Story Logic and the Craft of Fiction Catherine Brady, 2010-09-15
This book illuminates how technique serves 'story logic,' the particular way fiction makes meaning.
Writers raid the cupboard of theory looking for what works, and generic rules don't account for the
rich variety of strategies they employ. For writers who are past the beginner stage, Brady offers a
closer look at craft fundamentals, including plot, characterization, patterns of imagery, and style.
The lively, lucid discussion draws on vivid examples from classic and contemporary fiction, ranging
from George Eliot and William Faulkner to Haruki Murakami and Toni Morrison. Because it supplies
the analytical tools needed to read as a writer, this text will enrich the reader's approach to any
work of fiction, energizing discussion in a workshop or craft course.
  old school by tobias wolff: Rhyme's Challenge David Caplan, 2014-01-13 Rhyme's Challenge
offers a concise, pithy primer to hip-hop poetics while presenting a spirited defense of rhyme in
contemporary American poetry. David Caplan's stylish study examines hip-hop's central but
supposedly outmoded verbal technique: rhyme. At a time when print-based poets generally dismiss
formal rhyme as old-fashioned and bookish, hip-hop artists deftly deploy it as a way to capture the
contemporary moment. Rhyme accommodates and colorfully chronicles the most conspicuous
conditions and symbols of contemporary society: its products, technologies, and personalities.
Ranging from Shakespeare and Wordsworth to Eminem and Jay-Z, David Caplan's study
demonstrates the continuing relevance of rhyme to poetry-and everyday life.
  old school by tobias wolff: Law and the Humanities Austin Sarat, Matthew Anderson,
Cathrine O. Frank, 2009-10-30 Law and the Humanities: An Introduction brings together a
distinguished group of scholars from law schools and an array of the disciplines in the humanities.
Contributors come from the United States and abroad in recognition of the global reach of this field.
This book is, at one and the same time, a stock taking both of different national traditions and of the
various modes and subjects of law and humanities scholarship. It is also an effort to chart future
directions for the field. By reviewing and analyzing existing scholarship and providing thematic
content and distinctive arguments, it offers to its readers both a resource and a provocation. Thus,
Law and the Humanities marks the maturation of this 'law and' enterprise and will spur its further
development.
  old school by tobias wolff: Imagining Legality Austin Sarat, 2011-09-12 Imagining Legality:
Where Law Meets Popular Culture is collection of essays on the relationship between law and
popular culture that posits, in addition to the concepts of law in the books and law in action, a third
concept of law in the image—that is, of law as it is perceived by the public through the lens of public
media. Imagining Legality argues that images of law suggested by television and film are as
numerous as they are various, and that they give rise to a potent and pervasive imaginative life of
the law. The media’s projections of the legal system remind us not only of the way law lives in our
imagination but also of the contingencies of our own legal and social arrangements. Contributors to
Imagining Legality are less interested in the accuracy of the portrayals of law in film and television
than in exploring the conditions of law’s representation, circulation, and consumption in those
media. In the same way that legal scholars have taken on the disciplinary perspectives of history,
economics, sociology, anthropology, and psychology in relation to the law, these writers bring
historical, sociological, and cultural analysis, as well as legal theory, to aid in the understanding of
law and popular culture.
  old school by tobias wolff: Working the Room Geoff Dyer, 2010-11-04 Alive with insight,
delight and Dyer's characteristic irreverence, this book offers a guide around the cultural maze,
mapping a route through the worlds of literature, art, photography, music. Across ten years' worth



of essays, Working the Room spans the photography of Martin Parr and the paintings of Turner, the
writing of Scott Fitzgerald and the criticism of Susan Sontag, and includes extensive personal pieces
- 'On Being an Only Child', 'Sacked' and 'Reader's Block' among many others. Dyer's breadth of
vision and generosity of spirit combine to form a manual for ways of being in - and seeing - the world
today.
  old school by tobias wolff: Writing Motherhood Lisa Garrigues, 2007-04-10 Have you always
wanted to chronicle your experience of motherhood, but never knew how to begin? Are you looking
for an outlet for self-expression, but can't imagine how you could juggle one more thing? In Writing
Motherhood, longtime writing teacher Lisa Garrigues dispels the myth that motherhood is an
impediment to creativity. Drawing on her own efforts to balance the demands of motherhood with
her dream of writing, she shows readers how everyday life can be a rich source of stories, and how
writing can provide a means to both understand and document their experiences. Whether you are a
new mother or a grandmother, someone who has long aspired to write or someone who has never
written before, Writing Motherhood will help you find your voice and tap into your creative self.
Filled with insight, honesty, and humor, each chapter of Writing Motherhood weaves together
stories from the author's life with wisdom from other writers and mothers. In daily writing
Invitations, Lisa then encourages readers to tell their own stories. Along the way, she reveals how
to: Start and fill a Mother's Notebook -- in just fifteen minutes a day. Silence the critical voices that
stifle creativity. Throw away the rules that bind the imagination. Carve out the time and space for
writing. Find a community of other mothers who want to write. Beautifully written and
thought-provoking, this inviting and inspiring book will strike a chord with any mother looking to
explore and reflect on her experience of motherhood. Here she will discover that mothering provides
endless material for writing at the same time that writing brings clarity and wisdom to mothering.
Writing Motherhood is an essential guide for mothers at every age and stage of life.
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