henry clay and american system

**Henry Clay and American System: Shaping the Economic Future of the United States**

henry clay and american system are inseparable terms when discussing early 19th-
century American politics and economic development. Henry Clay, a towering figure in
U.S. history, was not only a skilled orator and politician but also the architect of a
visionary economic plan known as the American System. This system aimed to unify the
young nation economically and politically, fostering growth, independence, and national
pride. Exploring the roots, components, and impact of Henry Clay and the American
System reveals how this strategic blueprint influenced America’s path toward
modernization.

Who Was Henry Clay?

Before diving into the American System itself, it’s important to understand the man behind
it. Henry Clay was a prominent statesman from Kentucky, serving multiple terms in both
the House of Representatives and the Senate. Known as the “Great Compromiser” for his
skillful negotiation in major political disputes, Clay’s influence extended beyond diplomacy
into shaping the nation’s economic future.

Clay’s vision for America was one of unity and strength. He saw the country as a diverse
but interconnected entity where different regions - the industrial North, the agricultural
South, and the developing West - could thrive together. This vision laid the groundwork
for the American System, which sought to bridge sectional divides through economic
policy.

Understanding the American System

The American System was Henry Clay’s comprehensive economic plan designed to
promote national growth and self-sufficiency. It was introduced in the early 19th century,
primarily during the 1810s and 1820s, when America was recovering from the War of
1812 and seeking to establish its economic independence from Europe.

Core Components of the American System

The American System was built on three fundamental pillars, each addressing a specific
aspect of American economic development:

e Protective Tariffs: Clay advocated for tariffs to protect budding American
industries from foreign competition, especially British manufactured goods. These
tariffs made imported goods more expensive, encouraging American consumers to



buy domestic products and stimulating industrial growth.

e National Bank: A strong national bank was essential to provide a stable currency
and credit system. Clay supported the re-establishment of the Second Bank of the
United States to regulate currency and facilitate commerce across states.

e Internal Improvements: Investing in infrastructure like roads, canals, and later
railroads was crucial for connecting various regions. This improved transportation
network allowed goods, people, and information to move more efficiently, boosting
trade and national unity.

Why Was the American System Necessary?

After the War of 1812, the United States faced economic challenges like disrupted trade,
weak manufacturing sectors, and poor infrastructure. The American System was designed
to address these weaknesses by promoting a balanced economy that leveraged each
region’s strengths. At its heart, it was about creating a strong, interconnected nation
capable of competing globally.

Henry Clay’s Vision for National Unity Through
Economics

Clay’s American System went beyond economics; it was a political strategy to unify a
country divided by regional interests. The South remained largely agrarian and export-
oriented, the North was rapidly industrializing, and the West was expanding with new
settlements.

By encouraging protective tariffs, Clay hoped to build Northern industries. The national
bank would stabilize the economy for all regions, and internal improvements would
facilitate Western expansion while benefiting producers in the East and South by opening
new markets and transportation routes.

This balanced approach was crucial because Clay believed that economic interdependence
would lead to political harmony. When regions depended on one another for goods,
resources, and markets, it would reduce sectional tensions and promote cooperation.

The Role of Infrastructure in the American System

One of the most practical and visible aspects of Henry Clay and the American System was
the emphasis on internal improvements. Roads like the National Road and canals such as
the Erie Canal became lifelines for commerce. These projects were funded through federal
and state efforts, aiming to knit together the country’s disparate parts.



This infrastructure revolution helped the West flourish by allowing farmers to transport
their products to Eastern markets more efficiently. It also encouraged migration and
settlement, which was vital for the nation’s growth.

Controversies and Opposition to the American
System

Despite its ambitious goals, Henry Clay and the American System faced significant
opposition, especially from Southern politicians. Many Southerners opposed protective
tariffs because they relied heavily on imported goods and exports of raw materials like
cotton. They feared tariffs would increase their costs while benefiting Northern
industrialists.

Additionally, there was debate over the federal government’s role in funding internal
improvements. Critics argued that such projects should be the responsibility of states, and
that federal involvement could lead to unconstitutional overreach.

These disagreements highlighted the growing sectionalism in the United States, a tension
that would later escalate into more serious conflicts leading up to the Civil War.

Political Impact and Legacy

While not all parts of the American System were fully implemented or universally
accepted, Henry Clay’s ideas left a lasting mark on American policy. Many elements of his
plan influenced future economic programs and the development of the nation’s
infrastructure.

The concept of a national economic strategy helped set the stage for later initiatives such
as the Whig Party’s platform, which Clay also helped establish. His vision of uniting the
nation through economic interdependence remained a guiding principle for policymakers
long after his time.

Lessons from Henry Clay and the American
System Today

Looking back at Henry Clay and the American System offers valuable insights into how
economic policy can serve as a tool for national unity and growth. The balance Clay sought
between industry, agriculture, and infrastructure investment remains relevant in modern
economic planning.

For contemporary policymakers, Clay’s approach underscores the importance of:



Fostering diverse economic sectors to reduce dependence on any single industry.

Investing in infrastructure to promote connectivity and commerce.

Using policy tools like tariffs and banking regulation thoughtfully to protect and
stimulate the economy.

Recognizing that economic strategies can influence political stability and social
cohesion.

While the specific challenges have evolved, the principles behind Henry Clay and the
American System continue to resonate in discussions about economic development and
national policy.

Exploring this chapter of American history reveals how one man’s vision helped lay the
foundation for a stronger, more unified United States, blending economic innovation with
political savvy to shape the nation’s future.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Henry Clay and what role did he play in
American politics?

Henry Clay was a prominent 19th-century American statesman and politician known for
his skills as a speaker and negotiator. He served as Speaker of the House, Secretary of
State, and was a key figure in the Senate. Clay is best known for his efforts to promote
national unity and economic development through his American System.

What is the American System proposed by Henry Clay?

The American System was an economic plan proposed by Henry Clay in the early 19th
century aimed at strengthening and unifying the United States. It consisted of three main
components: a protective tariff to support American manufacturing, a national bank to
foster commerce, and federal subsidies for internal improvements such as roads and
canals to improve transportation.

How did Henry Clay’s American System impact the U.S.
economy?

Henry Clay’s American System helped promote economic growth by encouraging domestic
manufacturing, stabilizing the banking system, and improving infrastructure. The
protective tariffs shielded American industries from foreign competition, while internal
improvements facilitated trade and westward expansion. Together, these elements
contributed to a more integrated national economy.



What were the main criticisms of Henry Clay’s American
System?

Critics of Henry Clay’s American System, particularly in the Southern states, argued that
the protective tariffs favored Northern manufacturers at the expense of Southern
agricultural interests. Additionally, some opposed federal funding for internal
improvements, viewing it as an overreach of federal power and a threat to states' rights.

How did Henry Clay’s American System influence future
U.S. policies?

Henry Clay’s American System laid the groundwork for future economic policies focused
on national development and infrastructure. Its emphasis on protective tariffs, a national
bank, and internal improvements influenced later economic strategies and helped shape
the role of the federal government in supporting economic growth and national unity.

Additional Resources
Henry Clay and American System: Shaping Early 19th Century America

henry clay and american system are inextricably linked in the annals of United States
history, representing a pivotal approach to economic development and national unity
during the early 19th century. Henry Clay, a prominent statesman and orator, championed
the American System as a comprehensive plan to bolster the nation's economy,
infrastructure, and political cohesion. This article undertakes a detailed exploration of
Henry Clay’s vision, the components of the American System, and its lasting impact on the
United States.

The Origins of Henry Clay’s American System

Henry Clay, often dubbed the "Great Compromiser," was a leading figure in American
politics during the first half of the 19th century. Serving multiple terms in both the House
of Representatives and the Senate, Clay sought to unify a young nation fractured by
regional interests. The American System was his strategic response to the economic
challenges facing the United States after the War of 1812. It aimed to foster national self-
sufficiency and reduce reliance on foreign goods, which many viewed as a threat to
American sovereignty.

The plan emerged in the 1810s and 1820s, a formative period when the country grappled
with post-war economic instability, infrastructural inadequacies, and sectional tensions
between the industrializing North and the agrarian South. Clay’s system was not merely
economic policy; it was a blueprint for national integration and growth.



Core Components of the American System

The American System was structured around three primary pillars:

e Protective Tariffs: Clay advocated for imposing tariffs on imported goods to shield
burgeoning American industries from European competition, particularly British
manufacturers. This protection was intended to nurture domestic manufacturing and
stimulate economic independence.

e National Bank: The re-establishment of a national bank was central to Clay’s plan.
The bank was designed to stabilize currency, provide credit, and facilitate commerce
across state lines, thereby unifying the national economy.

e Internal Improvements: Clay emphasized federal investment in infrastructure such
as roads, canals, and later railroads. These improvements aimed to connect disparate
regions, enabling efficient transportation of goods and fostering market expansion.

This triad was meant to function synergistically: tariffs would fund improvements, the
bank would manage finances efficiently, and infrastructure would physically bind the
nation together.

Impact and Controversies Surrounding the
American System

The American System sparked vigorous debate across political and regional lines. While it
enjoyed support from many in the industrializing North and the emerging Western
territories, it faced staunch opposition from the agrarian South.

Regional Responses and Political Dynamics

The Northern states, with their growing factories and urban centers, welcomed protective
tariffs as a means to compete with foreign imports. Western settlers also favored internal
improvements, recognizing that improved transportation networks would open markets for
their agricultural products.

Conversely, Southern planters, whose economy depended on exporting cotton and
importing manufactured goods, viewed tariffs as a direct economic burden. They feared
that higher tariffs would provoke retaliatory trade measures from European partners and
drive up prices on goods. Furthermore, Southern politicians were wary of the growing
power of the federal government, especially in funding infrastructure projects that might
favor Northern and Western interests.

This sectional divide contributed to the evolving debates over federalism and states'



rights, foreshadowing conflicts that would intensify in the decades leading up to the Civil
War.

Legislative Achievements and Limitations

Despite opposition, elements of the American System were implemented throughout the
early 19th century. The Tariff of 1816, for instance, was the first protective tariff enacted
by Congress, setting a precedent for future tariff policies.

The Second Bank of the United States was chartered in 1816, re-establishing a national
financial institution after the expiration of the First Bank’s charter. It played a critical role
in stabilizing the economy, though it later became a focal point of political controversy
under Andrew Jackson’s administration.

Internal improvements progressed unevenly. Projects like the Erie Canal, completed in
1825, exemplified the system’s potential to transform commerce and settlement patterns.
However, federal funding for such projects was often contested, with debates over
constitutional authority limiting the scope of national investment.

Legacy of Henry Clay and the American System

Henry Clay’s American System left an indelible mark on the trajectory of American
economic policy and political discourse. It laid an early foundation for federal involvement
in economic development and underscored the complexities of balancing regional interests
within a growing nation.

Economic Modernization and National Unity

The American System contributed significantly to the modernization of the U.S. economy.
By advocating for protective tariffs, it fostered the growth of domestic industries that
would eventually drive America’s transformation into an industrial power. The emphasis
on internal improvements facilitated the movement of goods and people, knitting together
a vast and diverse country.

Moreover, the system’s components reflected an early vision of interdependence among
the nation’s regions, suggesting that economic cooperation could mitigate sectional strife.
While the American System did not eliminate regional conflicts, it introduced a framework
for addressing them through economic integration.

Critiques and Historical Perspectives

Historians have debated the efficacy and motivations behind the American System. Some
argue that it was a progressive blueprint for national development, while others see it as a



protectionist strategy that exacerbated sectional tensions.

The reliance on tariffs, for example, had both protective and punitive effects, benefiting
certain industries while burdening others. The national bank, though stabilizing, became a
symbol of elite control over the economy, fueling populist opposition. Internal
improvements, though transformative, raised questions about federal power that remain
relevant in discussions of infrastructure policy today.

Despite these critiques, the American System remains a seminal example of early
American economic nationalism and an illustration of Henry Clay’s influential role in
shaping policy.

Comparing the American System to Contemporary
Economic Strategies

In modern economic discourse, echoes of Henry Clay’s American System can be found in
debates over trade policy, infrastructure investment, and federal economic intervention.
Protective tariffs, for instance, have resurfaced as tools in trade disputes, while
infrastructure remains a central theme in national economic agendas.

Unlike the early 19th century, today’s economic environment is vastly more complex and
globalized, with supply chains spanning continents. However, the underlying questions
Clay addressed—how to balance regional interests, protect domestic industries, and
promote cohesive growth—remain strikingly relevant.

Pros and Cons in a Modern Context

e Pros: The American System encouraged self-reliance, economic diversification, and
infrastructural connectivity. These elements are foundational for sustained economic
growth and national security.

e Cons: Protective tariffs can invite retaliation and reduce consumer choice.
Centralized financial institutions may become targets of political contention. Federal
infrastructure projects may raise constitutional and fiscal debates.

Understanding these trade-offs provides valuable insight into the ongoing balancing act
policymakers face.

The story of Henry Clay and the American System exemplifies the enduring challenges of
crafting economic policy in a diverse federation. Its legacy informs current policy
discussions, reminding us that economic strategies are as much about politics and identity
as they are about dollars and cents.



Henry Clay And American System

henry clay and american system: Henry Clay and the American System Maurice G. Baxter,
2021-10-21 This detailed study of Henry Clay and the American System—a program of vigorous
economic nationalism dependent on active government and constitutional aspects of what was
perhaps Clay's greatest contribution to national policy, a contribution that has received surprisingly
little study until now. During the first half of the nineteenth century the new United States
experienced rapid material growth, transforming a largely agrarian, pre-modern economy into a
diversified, industrializing one. As Speaker of the House in the years following the War of 1812, and
later as founder of the Whig party, Clay argued strongly for the development of a home market for
domestic goods so that Americans would not be dependent on foreign imports. This American
System was originally little more than a protective tariff on foreign goods, but it soon came to
encompass a collection of policies that included a national banking system and distribution of federal
funds to improve transportation. Baxter reveals the inner workings of Clay's program and offers the
first careful analysis of its successes and failures. This lively and incisive account will appeal to
anyone interested in American history and the processes that shaped modern America

henry clay and american system: Clay's American System | Drawbacks of the System on the
US Economy | Grade 7 Children's American History Universal Politics, 2024-04-15 Explore the early

19th-century economic transformation with this Grade 7 curriculum-aligned book. It delves into
Henry Clay's American System, highlighting its creation post-War of 1812 and its impact on the U.S.
economy. Teachers and homeschooling parents will find chapters on protective tariffs, the national
bank, infrastructure investments, and their implications invaluable for STEM education. Understand
the system's role in promoting self-sufficiency and market growth while acknowledging its
drawbacks—a must-have for those teaching American history. Encourage critical thinking in your
students or children—add this to your educational toolkit today!

henry clay and american system: Henry Clay's American System Ruth Mary Hardaker, 1926

henry clay and american system: The Rise and Fall of the American System Songho Ha,
2015-10-06 The American System was implemented by the US government after the
American-British War of 1812 to develop a national domestic market. This study explores the rise
and fall of the system between its inception in 1790 and the Panic of 1837.

henry clay and american system: Clay's American System and Economic Stability | US Growth
and Expansion | Grade 7 Children's American History Baby Professor, 2024-04-15 Dive into the
foundational economic strategies that shaped the early U.S. with this Grade 7 American History
book. Perfect for educators, homeschooling parents, and librarians, it covers the Era of Good
Feelings, the early American economy, and Henry Clay's influential American System, which aimed
for economic self-reliance and growth. Essential for the US STEM curriculum, this book details the
impacts of protective tariffs, creating a national bank, and infrastructure investments. Enhance your
understanding of America's growth and expansion—add it to your educational resources.

henry clay and american system: From the American System to Mass Production, 1800-1932
David Hounshell, 1984 David A. Houndshell's widely acclaimed history explores the American genius
for mass production and races its origins in the nineteenth-century American system of manufacture.
Previous writers on the American system have argued that the technical problems of mass
production had been solved by armsmakers before the Civil War. Drawing upon the extensive
business and manufacturing records if leading American firms, Hounshell demonstrates that the
diffusion of arms production technology was neither as fast now as smooth as had been assumed.
Exploring the manufacture of sewing machines and furniture, bicycles and reapers, he shows that
both the expression mass production and the technology that lay behind it were developments of the
twentieth century, attributable in large part to the Ford Motor Company. Hounshell examines the
importance of individuals in the diffusion and development of production technology and the central
place of marketing strategy in the success of selected American manufacturers. Whereaas Ford was
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the seedbed of the assembly line revolution, it was General motors that initiated a new era with its
introduction of the annual model change. With the new marketing strategy, the technology of the
changeover became of paramount importance. Hounshell chronicles how painfully Ford learned this
lesson and recounts how the successful mass production of automobiles led to the establishment of
an ethos of mass production, to an era in which propoments of Fordism argued that mass production
would solve all of America's social problems.

henry clay and american system: The Senate, 1789-1989: Classic speeches, 1830-1993 Robert
C. Byrd, 1988 Contains the texts of 46 speeches by: Robert Y. Hayne, Daniel Webster, Henry Clay,
John C. Calhoun, Thomas Corwin, Thomas Hart Benton, William H. Seward, Jeremiah Clemens,
William P. Fessenden, Stephen A. Douglas, Jefferson Davis, Andrew Johnson, Henry Cabot Lodge,
William E. Borah, Rebecca L. Fenton, Huey P. Long, Joseph R. McCarthy, Hubert H. Humphrey,
Richard M. Nixon, Frank Church, John F. Kennedy, Robert F. Kennedy, Michael J. Mansfield, Everett
M. Dirksen, Gale W. McGee, Robert C. Byrd, and other Senators.

henry clay and american system: Imperialism and Expansionism in American History Chris J.
Magoc, David Bernstein, 2015-12-14 This four-volume encyclopedia chronicles the historical roots of
the United States' current military dominance, documenting its growth from continental
expansionism to hemispheric hegemony to global empire. This groundbreaking four-volume
encyclopedia offers sweeping coverage of a subject central to American history and of urgent
importance today as the nation wrestles with a global imperial posture and the long-term viability of
the largest military establishment in human history. The work features more than 650 entries
encompassing the full scope of American expansionism and imperialism from the colonial era
through the 21st-century War on Terror. Readers will learn about U.S.-Native American conflicts;
19th-century land laws; early forays overseas, for example, the opening of Japan; and America's
imperial conflicts in Cuba and the Philippines. U.S. interests in Latin America are explored, as are
the often-forgotten ambitions that lay behind the nation's involvement in the World Wars. The work
also offers extensive coverage of the Cold War and today's ongoing conflicts in Iraq, Afghanistan,
Africa, and the Middle East as they relate to U.S. national interests. Notable individuals, including
American statesmen, military commanders, influential public figures, and anti-imperialists are
covered as well. The inclusion of cultural elements of American expansionism and imperialism—for
example, Hollywood films and protest music—helps distinguish this set from other more limited
works.

henry clay and american system: Senate, 1789-1989, V. 3: Classic Speeches, 1830-1993
Wendy Wolff, Contains the texts of 46 speeches by: Robert Y. Hayne, Daniel Webster, Henry Clay,
John C. Calhoun, Thomas Corwin, Thomas Hart Benton, William H. Seward, Jeremiah Clemens,
William P. Fessenden, Stephen A. Douglas, Jefferson Davis, Andrew Johnson, Henry Cabot Lodge,
William E. Borah, Rebecca L. Fenton, Huey P. Long, Joseph R. McCarthy, Hubert H. Humphrey,
Richard M. Nixon, Frank Church, John F. Kennedy, Robert F. Kennedy, Michael J. Mansfield, Everett
M. Dirksen, Gale W. McGee, Robert C. Byrd, and other Senators.

henry clay and american system: The American Union and the Problem of Neighborhood
James E. Lewis Jr., 2000-11-09 In this book, James Lewis demonstrates the centrality of American
ideas about and concern for the union of the states in the policymaking of the early republic. For
four decades after the nation's founding in the 1780s, he says, this focus on securing a union
operated to blur the line between foreign policies and domestic concerns. Such leading policymakers
as Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, James Monroe, John Quincy Adams, and Henry Clay worried
about the challenges to the goals of the Revolution that would arise from a hostile
neighborhood--whether composed of new nations outside the union or the existing states following a
division of the union. At the center of Lewis's story is the American response to the dissolution of
Spain's empire in the New World, from the transfer of Louisiana to France in 1800 to the
independence of Spain's mainland colonies in the 1820s. The breakup of the Spanish empire, he
argues, presented a series of crises for the unionist logic of American policymakers, leading them,
finally, to abandon a crucial element of the distinctly American approach to international relations



embodied in their own federal union.

henry clay and american system: Senators of the United States Diane B. Boyle, 1995 S.
Doc. 103-34. Compiled by Jo Anne McCormick Quatannens, Diane B. Boyle, editorial assistant,
prepared under the direction of Kelly D. Johnston, Secretary of the Senate. Lists scholarly works that
profile the lives and legislative service of senators and their autobiographies and other published
works.

henry clay and american system: The Global Development Crisis Benjamin Selwyn,
2014-02-07 The central paradox of the contemporary world is the simultaneous presence of wealth
on an unprecedented scale, and mass poverty. Liberal theory explains the relationship between
capitalism and poverty as one based around the dichotomy of inclusion (into capitalism) vs exclusion
(from capitalism). Within this discourse, the global capitalist system is portrayed as a sphere of
economic dynamism and as a source of developmental opportunities for less developed countries and
their populations. Development policy should, therefore, seek to integrate the poor into the global
capitalist system. The Global Development Crisis challenges this way of thinking. Through an
interrogation of some of the most important political economists of the last two centuries Friedrich
List, Karl Marx, Leon Trotsky, Joseph Schumpeter, Alexander Gerschenkron, Karl Polanyi and
Amarta Sen, Selwyn argues that class relations are the central cause of poverty and inequality,
within and between countries. In contrast to much development thinking, which portrays ‘the poor’
as reliant upon benign assistance, this book advocates the concept of labour-centred development.
Here ‘the poor’ are the global labouring classes, and their own collective actions and struggles
constitute the basis of an alternative form of non-elitist, bottom-up human development.

henry clay and american system: The World's Richest Neighborhood Quentin R. Skrabec,
2010 The residents of Pittsburgh's East End controlled as much a 40% of America's assets at the
turn of the last century. Mail was delivered seven times a day to keep America's greatest capitalists
in touch with their factories, banks, and markets. The neighborhood had its own private station of
the Pennsylvania Railroad with a daily non-stop express to New York's financial district. Many of the
world's most powerful men - princes, artists, politicians, scientists, and American Presidents such as
William McKinley, Teddy Roosevelt, William Taft, Calvin Coolidge, and Herbert Hoover, came to visit
the hard-working and high-flying captains of industry. Two major corporations, Standard Oil and
ALCOA Aluminum were formed in East End homes. It was the first neighborhood to adopt the
telephone with direct lines from the homes to the biggest banks in Pittsburgh, which at the time was
America's fifth largest city. The story of this neighborhood is a story of America at its greatest point
of wealth and includes rags-to-riches stories, political corruption, scandals, and greed. The history of
this unique piece of American geography makes for enjoyable reading that will satisfy a large cross
section of readers.

henry clay and american system: Bulletin National Association of Wool Manufacturers, 1885
A bibliography of wool and the woolen manufacture: v. 21, 1891, p. 118-134.

henry clay and american system: The Oxford Encyclopedia of American Military and
Diplomatic History Timothy J. Lynch, 2013 *Entries written by renowned diplomatic and military
historians as well as key scholars in international relations *Provides assessments and analyses of
key episodes, issues and actors in the military and diplomatic history of the United States *Based on
the award-winning Oxford Companion to United States History *Comprehensive collection of entries
that span the founding of the U.S. to its present state *Offers a wide range of perspectives to
provide an encompassing context of the United States' military and diplomatic legacies *Expansive
bibliographies and suggested readings for each article to aid in research The Oxford Encyclopedia of
American Military and Diplomatic History, a two-volume set, will offer both assessment and analysis
of the key episodes, issues and actors in the military and diplomatic history of the United States. At a
time of war, in which ongoing efforts to recalibrate American diplomacy are as imperative as they
are perilous, the Oxford Encyclopedia will present itself as the first recourse for scholars wishing to
deepen their understanding of the crucial features of the historical and contemporary foreign policy
landscape and its perennially martial components. Entries will be written by the top diplomatic and




military historians and key scholars of international relations from within the American academy,
supplemented, as is appropriate for an encyclopedia of diplomacy, with entries from foreign-based
academics, in the United Kingdom and elsewhere. The crucial importance of the subject is reflected
in the popularity of university courses dedicated to diplomatic and military history and the enduring
appeal of international relations (IR) as a political science discipline drawing on both. The Oxford
Encyclopedia will be a basic reference tool across both disciplines - a potentially very significant
market. Readership: University-level undergraduate and graduate students in History

henry clay and american system: The Reader's Companion to American History Eric
Foner, John A. Garraty, 2014-01-14 An A-to-Z historical encyclopedia of US people, places, and
events, with nearly 1,000 entries “all equally well written, crisp, and entertaining” (Library Journal).
From the origins of its native peoples to its complex identity in modern times, this unique
alphabetical reference covers the political, economic, cultural, and social history of America. A
fact-filled treasure trove for history buffs, The Reader’s Companion is sponsored by the Society of
American Historians, an organization dedicated to promoting literary excellence in the writing of
biography and history. Under the editorship of the eminent historians John A. Garraty and Eric
Foner, a large and distinguished group of scholars, biographers, and journalists—nearly four
hundred contemporary authorities—illuminate the critical events, issues, and individuals that have
shaped our past. Readers will find everything from a chronological account of immigration;
individual entries on the Bull Moose Party and the Know-Nothings as well as an article on third
parties in American politics; pieces on specific religious groups, leaders, and movements and a
larger-scale overview of religion in America. Interweaving traditional political and economic topics
with the spectrum of America’s social and cultural legacies—everything from marriage to medicine,
crime to baseball, fashion to literature—the Companion is certain to engage the curiosity, interests,
and passions of every reader, and also provides an excellent research tool for students and teachers.

henry clay and american system: The Presidency of John Quincy Adams Mary W. M.
Hargreaves, 1985 Historians have not been generous in judging the presidency of John Quincy
Adams. Those who have most conspicuously upheld Adams's fame have, at the same time, virtually
ignored his service in the White House. Critics, on the other hand, have described his administration
as a failure, founded upon bargain and corruption and marked by exclusion of the United States
from the British West Indian trade, the ineffectiveness of its efforts to promote strong Pan-American
relationships, and the enactment of the tariff of abominations. Some analysts have even argued that
it generated the sectionalism which terminated the Era of Good Feelings. Mary Hargreaves
contends, instead, that the basic effort of Adams's presidency was to harmonize divergent sectional
interests. To ignore the Adams administration's commitment to nationalism, she argues, is to
overlook a fundamental stage in the establishment of the federal government as guardian of the
general interest. The volume contains new information on the development of United States
commercial policy, the nation's early relationships with Latin America, and difficulties of local and
regional adjustment to the growth of the national economy. It will be of keen interest to all students
of the economic and political history of the early national period.

henry clay and american system: Speech of the Hon. Daniel Webster Upon the Subject of
Slavery Daniel Webster, 1894

henry clay and american system: William McKinley, Apostle of Protectionism Quentin R.
Skrabec, 2008

henry clay and american system: The United States Link Hullar, Scott Nelson, 2014-08-26
This third edition of The United States: A Brief NarrativeHistory remains a basic, readable, and
highly affordable core textfor the introductory survey of United States history. While notintended as
the only resource for students enrolled in suchcourses, it remains the most concise U.S. survey on
themarket—its length, approach, and price encouraging the use ofsupplementary readings, novels,
research projects, and primarydocuments (many of which are available on the Internet) all for aprice
that falls well below the list price of a traditional surveytext. In addition to taking the engaging
narrative all the way upthrough the second decade of the twenty-first century, the newedition



features new maps. Loyal users will appreciate that factthat the book retains its cultural literacy
approach, its livelynarrative style, and highly effective highlighting of the names,terms, and
concepts common to an educated person’sunderstanding of American history. Finally, its appendices
comprisea useful, annotated text of The Declaration of Independence, theConstitution of the United
States, and a list of U.S.Presidents.
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