california criminal law concepts 2015

California Criminal Law Concepts 2015: A Detailed Exploration

california criminal law concepts 2015 offer a fascinating window into the state’s approach to justice,
responsibility, and legal procedure. Whether you’re a law student, a legal professional, or simply curious
about how criminal law functions in California, understanding the nuances from 2015 provides a solid
foundation. This article dives deep into the key principles, statutory changes, and legal interpretations that

shaped California’s criminal justice landscape during that period.

Understanding the Basics of California Criminal Law Concepts
2015

At its core, California criminal law defines what constitutes a crime within the state and outlines the
punishments for committing such offenses. In 2015, the legal framework was heavily influenced by both
statutory laws codified in the California Penal Code and landmark court decisions that interpreted these

statutes.

One of the foundational ideas in California criminal law is the distinction between **felonies, misdemeanors,
and infractions**. Felonies are the most serious crimes, such as murder or robbery, often punishable by
imprisonment in state prison. Misdemeanors, like petty theft or simple assault, carry lighter sentences,

typically served in county jail. Infractions, such as traffic violations, result in fines but no jail time.

Key Elements of a Crime

To convict someone of a crime in California, the prosecution must prove two main elements beyond a

reasonable doubt:

- **Actus Reus (the guilty act):** The defendant must have committed a voluntary act or omission that is
prohibited by law.
- **Mens Rea (the guilty mind):** There must be a certain mental state or intent accompanying the act,

such as knowingly, willfully, or recklessly committing the offense.

These elements are vital in ensuring that only those truly responsible for criminal behavior face

punishment.



Significant Legal Developments in California Criminal Law
Concepts 2015

The year 2015 saw several important legislative and judicial developments affecting criminal law in
California. These changes reflected a broader trend toward criminal justice reform, focusing on fairness,

rehabilitation, and reducing incarceration rates.

Proposition 47 Implementation

Although Proposition 47 was passed by California voters in November 2014, most of its provisions took
effect in 2015. This landmark measure reclassified certain nonviolent offenses, such as simple drug
possession and petty theft under $950, from felonies to misdemeanors. The goal was to reduce prison

overcrowding and redirect funds toward education and mental health services.

This reform had a profound impact on how prosecutors charged cases and how judges sentenced offenders.
It also led to the resentencing of many individuals previously convicted of felonies now considered
misdemeanors. Understanding Proposition 47 is essential when studying california criminal law concepts

2015 because it marked a significant shift in the state’s approach to punishment.

Changes in Sentencing and Parole

In 2015, California’s criminal justice system also saw adjustments related to sentencing guidelines and parole
eligibility. The state emphasized alternatives to incarceration, such as probation, community service, and

treatment programs, especially for drug-related offenses.

Additionally, courts increasingly considered factors like a defendant’s background, likelihood of
rehabilitation, and the circumstances surrounding the crime when determining sentences. This practice
aimed to tailor punishments more appropriately, balancing public safety with the goal of reducing

recidivism.

Important Concepts in California Criminal Procedure

Criminal law isn’t just about defining crimes and punishments; it also governs the procedures that protect
defendants’ rights and ensure fairness in the justice system. California criminal law concepts 2015 included

several procedural safeguards that anyone involved in criminal cases should know.



Miranda Rights and Their Application

One of the most well-known legal protections is the requirement that law enforcement officers inform
suspects of their rights before interrogation, commonly known as **Miranda rights**. These include the

right to remain silent and the right to an attorney.

In 2015, courts continued to clarify how and when these rights must be provided, emphasizing that any
statements made without proper advisement could be excluded from evidence. This procedural rule helps

prevent coerced confessions and protects the constitutional rights of the accused.

Search and Seizure Under the Fourth Amendment

California criminal law also adheres closely to the Fourth Amendment, which prohibits unreasonable
searches and seizures. In 2015, courts examined the legality of various search methods, including

warrantless searches and searches incident to arrest.

Defendants could challenge evidence obtained through illegal searches, potentially leading to its exclusion
at trial. This principle reinforces the balance between effective law enforcement and individual privacy

rights.

Exploring Specific Crimes Under California Criminal Law
Concepts 2015

Certain crimes receive particular attention under California law due to their frequency or severity. Here’s

an overview of some notable offenses and how they were treated in 2015.

Drug Offenses

The state’s approach to drug crimes underwent a transformation in 2015, chiefly due to Proposition 47 and
shifting attitudes toward drug use. Simple possession of controlled substances was downgraded to a

misdemeanor, significantly affecting arrest and conviction rates.

However, trafficking, manufacturing, and possession with intent to sell remained serious felonies with
harsh penalties. Courts also increasingly favored drug treatment programs over incarceration for nonviolent

offenders, a reflection of a more rehabilitative mindset.



Violent Crimes

Violent offenses such as assault with a deadly weapon, robbery, and homicide continued to be prosecuted
aggressively. In 2015, California law maintained strict sentencing guidelines for these crimes, often
involving lengthy prison terms or life sentences.

The law also recognized degrees of murder and manslaughter, differentiating based on intent and

circumstances, which affected sentencing outcomes. Understanding these distinctions is crucial for grasping

california criminal law concepts 2015 related to violent crime.

Theft and Property Crimes

The threshold for felony theft was notably adjusted following Proposition 47, setting $950 as the cutoff
point between misdemeanor and felony charges. This change aimed to prevent minor thefts from leading

to disproportionate penalties.

Property crimes such as burglary, vandalism, and fraud retained their classifications and penalties, but the

focus shifted somewhat toward alternative sentencing and rehabilitation for nonviolent offenders.

Defenses in California Criminal Law Concepts 2015

Knowing the defenses available under California criminal law is vital for anyone navigating the legal

system. In 2015, several key defenses were commonly employed to challenge criminal charges.

Insanity and Mental Health Defenses

California recognizes the insanity defense, allowing defendants to argue that they were unable to
understand the nature or wrongfulness of their actions due to a mental disorder. In 2015, courts scrutinized

such claims carefully, requiring substantial evidence and expert testimony.

The state also explored ways to divert mentally ill offenders into treatment programs rather than

traditional incarceration, reflecting a more compassionate approach to criminal responsibility.

Self-Defense and Defense of Others

California law permits individuals to use reasonable force to protect themselves or others from imminent



harm. In 2015, the parameters of self-defense were well-established but continually refined through case

law.

Key factors include the proportionality of the response and the immediacy of the threat. Successfully

asserting this defense can result in acquittal or dismissal of charges.

Entrapment

Entrapment occurs when law enforcement induces a person to commit a crime they otherwise would not
have committed. California courts in 2015 maintained a high threshold for this defense, requiring proof that
the idea originated with the government and that the defendant was not predisposed to commit the

offense.

This defense serves as a critical check on law enforcement tactics, ensuring that the government does not

manufacture crime.

The Role of Jury Trials and Plea Bargains in 2015

Jury trials remain a cornerstone of California’s criminal justice system, providing defendants with the right
to have their case heard by a panel of impartial citizens. In 2015, jury selection, deliberation, and verdict

procedures were carefully regulated to promote fairness.

However, the majority of criminal cases were resolved through **plea bargains**, agreements between
prosecutors and defendants where the accused pleads guilty in exchange for reduced charges or lighter
sentences. This practice helps manage court caseloads but also raises important questions about defendants’

rights and the pressures they face.

Tips for Navigating California Criminal Law in 2015

- *Stay informed about changes:** Laws evolve, and staying updated on reforms like Proposition 47 can
affect case strategies.

- ¥Know your rights:** Understanding Miranda warnings, search and seizure laws, and the right to
counsel empowers defendants.

- ¥*Consult experienced attorneys:** Legal professionals familiar with California’s criminal law nuances
provide essential guidance.

- **Consider alternative sentencing:** Rehabilitation and diversion programs may offer better outcomes

than traditional incarceration.



Exploring california criminal law concepts 2015 reveals a dynamic legal landscape shaped by reform,
constitutional protections, and a commitment to balancing justice with fairness. Whether analyzing specific
crimes, procedural rules, or available defenses, the year 2015 stands as a pivotal moment in California’s

ongoing efforts to refine its criminal justice system.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the key changes in California criminal law in 20157

In 2015, California saw several changes in criminal law including reforms in sentencing, adjustments to
drug-related offenses, and modifications to procedures for juvenile offenders. These aimed to reduce prison

overcrowding and promote rehabilitation.

How did California's Proposition 47, passed in 2014, impact criminal law
in 2015?

Proposition 47, effective in 2015, reclassified certain nonviolent felonies as misdemeanors, reducing
sentences for offenses like petty theft and drug possession. It emphasized treatment over incarceration for

low-level crimes.

What is the "Three Strikes' law and were there any modifications in
2015?

The '"Three Strikes' law imposes severe sentences on repeat offenders. In 2015, the application remained
strict, but prior reforms limited its scope to serious or violent felonies, preventing life sentences for minor
third offenses.

How does California law define self-defense in criminal cases as of 2015?

California law in 2015 allowed individuals to use reasonable force to defend themselves if they believed
they were in imminent danger. The defense must prove the force used was proportional and necessary

under the circumstances.

What are the legal implications of California's 'Stand Your Ground'
policies in 2015?

California does not have a formal 'Stand Your Ground' law; instead, it follows a 'duty to retreat’ principle
where possible. However, there are exceptions, such as within one's home (Castle Doctrine), allowing use

of force without retreat.



Were there any significant changes to California's drug laws in 2015?

In 2015, California continued to shift towards decriminalization and treatment for drug offenses, especially

minor possession cases, influenced by Proposition 47 and growing support for marijuana legalization.

How did California criminal law address juvenile offenders in 20157

California emphasized rehabilitation for juveniles in 2015, limiting transfers to adult court and expanding
diversion programs. Laws focused on reducing detention rates and providing educational and mental health

services.

‘What role did mental health considerations play in California criminal
law in 20157

Mental health gained increased attention in 2015, with courts considering defendants' mental conditions
during trials and sentencing. Programs were expanded to divert mentally ill offenders from incarceration

to treatment.

How were repeat offenders treated under California criminal law in
20157

Repeat offenders faced enhanced penalties under California law in 2015, especially for serious or violent
crimes. However, reforms aimed to balance punishment with rehabilitation, particularly for nonviolent

repeat offenders.

Additional Resources

California Criminal Law Concepts 2015: An Analytical Review

california criminal law concepts 2015 represent a pivotal framework within the state’s legal system,
marking a significant period of legislative and judicial developments. This era encapsulated transformative
shifts in legal definitions, procedural protocols, and sentencing guidelines that continue to influence
California’s approach to criminal justice. Understanding these concepts is integral for legal professionals,

scholars, and individuals seeking insight into the state's criminal law landscape as it stood in 2015.

Overview of California Criminal Law in 2015

California’s criminal law system is distinguished by its codified statutes, primarily found in the California

Penal Code, alongside constitutional provisions and case law interpretations. The year 2015 serves as a



notable reference point because it reflects the cumulative effects of reforms initiated in preceding years,

including changes in sentencing, definitions of criminal acts, and the rights of the accused.

The term “california criminal law concepts 2015” encompasses several critical dimensions such as the
categorization of crimes, standards of proof, rules of evidence, and procedural safeguards. These elements
collectively shape how justice is administered, balancing public safety concerns with the protection of

individual rights.

Key Legal Definitions and Classifications

At the heart of California’s criminal law are the classifications of offenses, which directly impact prosecution

and sentencing. By 2015, crimes were generally divided into three categories:

¢ Felonies: Serious crimes punishable by imprisonment exceeding one year, often served in state

prison facilities.

¢ Misdemeanors: Less severe offenses with potential penalties including fines or county jail time not

exceeding one year.

e Infractions: Minor violations typically resulting in fines without jail time, such as traffic violations.

Understanding these classifications is fundamental because they determine the procedural rights afforded to

defendants, the severity of penalties, and the prosecutorial burden of proof.

Standards of Proof and Presumptions

One of the core tenets reaffirmed in 2015 was the standard of proof required in criminal cases — “beyond a
reasonable doubt.” This high threshold is essential to safeguarding against wrongful convictions.
Additionally, the concept of presumptions, both permissive and mandatory, influenced how evidence was

presented and interpreted in court.

For example, the presumption of innocence remains a foundational principle. However, certain statutes
introduced presumptions regarding specific circumstances, such as possession of illegal substances, which
shifted evidentiary burdens in nuanced ways. These adjustments reflected ongoing debates about fairness

and efficiency in criminal prosecutions.



Legislative Reforms and Sentencing Guidelines

Throughout 2015, California grappled with the consequences of earlier legislative reforms, including the
implementation of Proposition 47 (2014), which reclassified several non-violent felonies as misdemeanors.
This reform aimed to reduce prison overcrowding and redirect resources toward rehabilitation and crime

prevention.

Impact of Proposition 47

Proposition 47 had a profound impact on criminal law concepts by changing the legal landscape regarding
drug possession, theft, and fraud-related offenses. Key features included:

¢ Reduction of specified felony offenses to misdemeanors.

e Authorization for individuals to petition for resentencing.

¢ Emphasis on alternative sentencing and community-based programs.

This shift highlighted evolving perspectives on punishment and rehabilitation, emphasizing restorative

justice over punitive measures for low-level crimes.

Sentencing and Penal Code Adjustments

The year 2015 also saw modifications to sentencing rules under the California Penal Code, reflecting a trend
toward proportionality and individualized sentencing. Judges were encouraged to consider mitigating

factors more thoroughly, such as a defendant’s background and potential for rehabilitation.

Moreover, enhancements and aggravating circumstances—such as prior convictions or crimes involving
violence—remained critical in determining sentence length. The balance between public safety and

fairness remained a persistent theme, influencing legislative debates and judicial discretion.

Procedural Safeguards and Defendant Rights

California’s criminal procedure in 2015 reinforced several constitutional protections, including the right to



counsel, the right against self-incrimination, and protections against unlawful searches and seizures under

the Fourth Amendment.

Right to Counsel and Due Process

The Sixth Amendment guarantees the right to effective legal representation, a principle upheld vigorously
in California courts. In 2015, this right extended to all stages of criminal proceedings, from arraignment

through appeal.

Due process requirements mandated transparent procedures, timely hearings, and unbiased adjudication.

These safeguards aimed to prevent miscarriages of justice and uphold public confidence in the legal system.

Search and Seizure Standards

The legal standards governing search and seizure were continually refined through case law, emphasizing
the need for probable cause and valid warrants. Exceptions to these rules—such as exigent circumstances or

consent searches—were carefully scrutinized to balance law enforcement interests with privacy rights.

Comparative Perspectives and Challenges

When comparing California’s criminal law concepts in 2015 to other states, it becomes apparent that
California was at the forefront of reform, particularly in reducing incarceration rates and promoting
alternative sentencing. However, this progressive stance also faced criticism regarding potential increases in

crime rates or public safety risks.

The challenges involved in implementing reforms included resource allocation for rehabilitation programs,
ensuring consistency in judicial decisions, and addressing disparities affecting minority communities. These
factors underscored the complex interplay between legal theory, policy considerations, and practical

enforcement.

Pros and Cons of 2015 Criminal Law Framework

¢ Pros: Enhanced protections for defendants, reduced prison overcrowding, emphasis on rehabilitation,

and clearer legal definitions.



e Cons: Concerns about public safety, variability in sentencing outcomes, and challenges in balancing

efficiency with fairness.

Such analysis is crucial for ongoing legal discourse and future reforms, highlighting the dynamic nature of

criminal law in California.

The legal landscape of california criminal law concepts 2015 continues to inform contemporary discussions
on criminal justice reform, reflecting a period marked by significant transitions. As California advances, the
foundational principles and legislative changes from this era provide a lens through which current policies

and practices can be evaluated and understood.

California Criminal Law Concepts 2015

california criminal law concepts 2015: California Criminal Law Concepts Derald D. Hunt,
1998

california criminal law concepts 2015: Crime and Criminal Justice Stacy L. Mallicoat,
2016-07-08 Crime and Criminal Justice: Concepts and Controversies (by Stacy L. Mallicoat)
introduces students to the key concepts of the criminal justice system and invites them to explore
emerging issues. Students will gain a balanced perspective of the criminal justice system through
Current Controversy debates at the end of each chapter that motivate students to apply what they
learned by critically analyzing and discussing the pros and cons of the issues presented. Examining
important, but often overlooked, components, such as the role of victims and policy, Crime and
Criminal Justice helps students develop a foundational understanding of the structures, agencies,
and functions of the criminal justice system, as well as build the confidence and skills they need to
effectively analyze current issues in criminal justice.

california criminal law concepts 2015: Individual Criminal Responsibility for Autonomous
Weapons Systems in International Criminal Law Barry de Vries, 2023-02-27 In this book Barry de
Vries addresses the issue of autonomous weapons in international criminal law. The development of
autonomous weapon systems is progressing. While the technology advances, attempts to regulate
these weapons are not keeping pace. It is therefore likely that these weapons will be developed
before a new legal framework is established. Many legal questions still remain and one of the most
important ones among them is how individual responsibility will be approached. Barry de Vries
therefore considers this issue from a doctrinal international criminal law perspective to determine
how the current international criminal law framework will address this topic.

california criminal law concepts 2015: Criminal Law Jonathan Herring, 2024 This title offers
comprehensive legal coverage and insightful analysis alongside expertly selected extracts from key
cases and academic sources.

california criminal law concepts 2015: The Concept of Mens Rea in International
Criminal Law Mohamed Elewa Badar, 2013-01-30 The purpose of this book is to find a unified
approach to the doctrine of mens rea in the sphere of international criminal law, based on an
in-depth comparative analysis of different legal systems and the jurisprudence of international
criminal tribunals since Nuremberg. Part | examines the concept of mens rea in common and
continental legal systems, as well as its counterpart in Islamic Shari'a law. Part II looks at the
jurisprudence of the post-Second World War trials, the work of the International Law Commission


http://www.killa-beez.com/archive-th-119/california-criminal-law-concepts-2015.pdf

and the concept of genocidal intent in light of the travaux préparatoires of the 1948 Genocide
Convention. Further chapters are devoted to a discussion of the boundaries of mens rea in the
jurisprudence of the International Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda. The
final chapter examines the definition of the mental element as provided for in Article 30 of the
Statute of the International Criminal Court in light of the recent decisions delivered by the
International Criminal Court. The study also examines the general principles that underlie the
various approaches to the mental elements of crimes as well as the subjective element required in
perpetration and participation in crimes and the interrelation between mistake of law and mistake of
fact with the subjective element. With a Foreword by Professor William Schabas and an Epilogue by
Professor Roger Clark From the Foreword by William Schabas Mohamed Elewa Badar has taken this
complex landscape of mens rea at the international level and prepared a thorough, well-structured
monograph. This book is destined to become an indispensable tool for lawyers and judges at the
international tribunals. From the Epilogue by Professor Roger Clark This is the most comprehensive
effort [ have encountered pulling together across legal systems the 'general part' themes, especially
about the 'mental element’, found in confusing array in the common law, the civil law and Islamic
law. In this endeavour, Dr Badar's researches have much to offer us.

california criminal law concepts 2015: Crime, The Mystery of the Common-Sense Concept
Robert Reiner, 2016-06-20 Crime is a source of endless fascination and fear. Yet behind the apparent
consensus that crime must be fought, there is considerable conflict about what should or should not
be treated as criminal, and even the most shocking crimes can inspire divisive debate. This concise
book explores the seemingly simple, common-sense concept of crime revealing the huge
complexities, ambiguities and tensions that lie beneath it. Criminal law is often at odds with different
moral perspectives and the practices of different cultures. The mass media distort the picture
profoundly, as do politicians in pursuit of law and order votes. The criminal justice system tackles
only a limited range of crimes almost entirely ones committed by the poor and relatively powerless
while often neglecting the most dangerous and harmful activities of corporations and states, from
the carnage of unjust wars to the tragedies engendered by austerity. It is only by examining the
multiple and varied perspectives on crime that we can begin to understand and respond
appropriately to this social phenomenon. Written by a world-leading criminologist, this insightful
book will be an invaluable and captivating introduction for students and interested readers of
criminology, law, sociology and politics.

california criminal law concepts 2015: The Concept of Race in International Criminal Law
Carola Lingaas, 2019-09-19 Members of racial groups are protected under international law against
genocide, persecution, and apartheid. But what is race - and why was this contentious term not
discussed when drafting the Statute of the International Criminal Court? Although the law uses this
term, is it legitimate to talk about race today, let alone convict anyone for committing a crime
against a racial group? This book is the first comprehensive study of the concept of race in
international criminal law. It explores the theoretical underpinnings for the crimes of genocide,
apartheid, and persecution, and analyses all the relevant legal instruments, case law, and
scholarship. It exposes how the international criminal tribunals have largely circumvented the topic
of race, and how incoherent jurisprudence has resulted in inconsistent protection. The book provides
important new interpretations of a problematic concept by subjecting it to a multifaceted and
interdisciplinary analysis. The study argues that race in international criminal law should be
constructed according to the perpetrator's perception of the victims’ ostensible racial otherness. The
perpetrator’s imagination as manifested through his behaviour defines the victims’ racial group
membership. It will be of interest to students and practitioners of international criminal law, as well
as those studying genocide, apartheid, and race in domestic and international law.

california criminal law concepts 2015: International Criminal Law—A Counter-Hegemonic
Project? Florian Jeberger, Leonie Steinl, Kalika Mehta, 2022-11-25 This book enquires into the
counter-hegemonic capacity of international criminal justice. It highlights perspectives and themes
that have thus far often been neglected in the scholarship on (critical approaches to) international



criminal justice. Can international criminal justice be viewed as a ‘counter-hegemonic’ project? And
if so, under what conditions? In response to these questions, scholars and practitioners from the
Global South and North reflect inter alia on the engagement with international criminal justice in
the context of Ukraine, Palestine, and minorities in South-Asia while also highlighting the hegemonic
tendencies built into the institutional structure of the International Criminal Court on the axes of
gender and language. Florian JeSberger is Professor of Criminal Law and Director of the Franz von
Liszt Institute for International Criminal Justice, Humboldt-Universitat zu Berlin, Germany. Leonie
Steinl is a Senior Lecturer in Criminal Law at Humboldt-Universitat zu Berlin, Germany. Kalika
Mehta is an Associate Researcher at the Franz von Liszt Institute for International Criminal Justice,
Humboldt-Universitat zu Berlin, Germany.

california criminal law concepts 2015: SNI National Criminal Justice Reference Service
(U.S.), National Criminal Justice Reference Service (U.S.)., 1980

california criminal law concepts 2015: Theories of Co-perpetration in International Criminal
Law Lachezar D. Yanev, 2018-05-07 The proper construction of co-perpetration responsibility in
international criminal law has become one of the most enduring controversies in this field, with the
UN Tribunals endorsing the theory of joint criminal enterprise, and the International Criminal Court
adopting the alternative joint control over the crime theory to define this mode of liability. This book
seeks to reconcile the ICTY/R’s and ICC’s jurisprudence by providing a definition of co-perpetration
that could be uniformly applied in the two justice models that these institutions represent: the ad
hoc- and the treaty-based model. An evaluation framework is adopted, pursuant to which the origins,
merits and deficiencies of the said competing theories are critically assessed, and a refined legal
framework of co-perpetration responsibility is proposed.

california criminal law concepts 2015: The Oxford Companion to International Criminal
Justice , 2009-01-22 The move to end impunity for human rights atrocities has seen the creation of
international and hybrid tribunals and increased prosecutions in domestic courts. The Oxford
Companion to International Criminal Justice is the first major reference work to provide a complete
overview of this emerging field. Its nearly 1100 pages are divided into three sections. In the first
part, 21 essays by leading thinkers offer a comprehensive survey of issues and debates surrounding
international humanitarian law, international criminal law, and their enforcement. The second part
is arranged alphabetically, containing 320 entries on doctrines, procedures, institutions and
personalities. The final part contains over 400 case summaries on different trials from international
and domestic courts dealing with war crimes, crimes against humanity, genocide, torture, and
terrorism. With analysis and commentary on every aspect of international criminal justice, this
Companion is designed to be the first port of call for scholars and practitioners interested in current
developments in international justice.

california criminal law concepts 2015: The Career Academy Concept Joseph N. Coffee, Scott
Pestridge, 2001

california criminal law concepts 2015: The Morality of the Laws of War Marcela Prieto
Rudolphy, 2023 The Morality of the Laws of War examines the modern landscape of the ethics of
war. Rudolphy assesses the conflicting theories on the legality of just and unjust combatants. While
doing this, she proposes an alternative morality of war proceeding from the inescapable fact that
regulating war is always a significant moral compromise.

california criminal law concepts 2015: Environmental Crime Mary Clifford, 1998 Appendices
include: Glossary, Important environmental activities, Criminal sanctions outlined in federal
environmental legislation, environmental legal cases, environmental crimes investigations for law
enforcement officers.

california criminal law concepts 2015: From Social Justice to Criminal Justice William C.
Heffernan, John Kleinig, 2000-04-20 The economically deprived come into contact with the criminal
court system in disproportionate number. This collection of original, interactive essays, written from
a variety of ideological perspectives, explores some of the more troubling questions and ethical
dilemmas inherent in this situation. The contributors, including well-known legal and political



philosophers Philip Pettit, George Fletcher, and Jeremy Waldron, examine issues such as heightened
vulnerability, indigent representation, and rotten social background defenses.

california criminal law concepts 2015: Treatise on International Criminal Law Kai
Ambos, 2021 This is the first volume of an authoritative three-volume treatise on international
criminal law. The text provides comprehensive treatment of issues relevant to the foundations,
general part of international criminal law, and general principles of international criminal justice.

california criminal law concepts 2015: A Pattern of Violence David A. Sklansky,
2021-03-23 Before the 1960s, the distinction between violent and nonviolent crime played hardly any
role in the law. Since then, the number of crimes deemed violent has skyrocketed. David Alan
Sklansky shows how shifting and inconsistent legal definitions of violence have fueled mass
incarceration, protected abusive police, and undermined criminal justice.

california criminal law concepts 2015: Cybercrime and its victims Elena Martellozzo, Emma
A Jane, 2017-06-26 The last twenty years have seen an explosion in the development of information
technology, to the point that people spend a major portion of waking life in online spaces. While
there are enormous benefits associated with this technology, there are also risks that can affect the
most vulnerable in our society but also the most confident. Cybercrime and its victims explores the
social construction of violence and victimisation in online spaces and brings together scholars from
many areas of inquiry, including criminology, sociology, and cultural, media, and gender studies. The
book is organised thematically into five parts. Part one addresses some broad conceptual and
theoretical issues. Part two is concerned with issues relating to sexual violence, abuse, and
exploitation, as well as to sexual expression online. Part three addresses issues related to race and
culture. Part four addresses concerns around cyberbullying and online suicide, grouped together as
‘social violence’. The final part argues that victims of cybercrime are, in general, neglected and not
receiving the recognition and support they need and deserve. It concludes that in the volatile and
complex world of cyberspace continued awareness-raising is essential for bringing attention to the
plight of victims. It also argues that there needs to be more support of all kinds for victims, as well
as an increase in the exposure and punishment of perpetrators. Drawing on a range of pressing
contemporary issues such as online grooming, sexting, cyber-hate, cyber-bulling and online
radicalization, this book examines how cyberspace makes us more vulnerable to crime and violence,
how it gives rise to new forms of surveillance and social control and how cybercrime can be
prevented.

california criminal law concepts 2015: Criminal and Quasi-criminal Enforcement
Mechanisms in Europe Vanessa Franssen, Christopher Harding, 2022-02-24 This book looks at the
interplay between criminal and other branches of public law pursuing similar objectives (referred to
as 'quasi-criminal law'). The need for clarifying the concepts and the interlink between criminal and
quasi-criminal enforcement is a topic attracting a lot of discussion and debate both in academia and
practice across Europe (and beyond). This volume adds to this debate by bringing to light the
substantive and procedural problems stemming from the current parallel or dual use of the different
enforcement systems. The collection draws on expertise from academia, practice and policy; its
high-quality analysis will appeal to scholars, practitioners and policymakers alike.

california criminal law concepts 2015: Routledge Handbook of Socio-Legal Theory and
Methods Naomi Creutzfeldt, Marc Mason, Kirsten McConnachie, 2019-08-13 Drawing on a range of
approaches from the social sciences and humanities, this handbook explores theoretical and
empirical perspectives that address the articulation of law in society, and the social character of the
rule of law. The vast field of socio-legal studies provides multiple lenses through which law can be
considered. Rather than seeking to define the field of socio-legal studies, this book takes up the
experiences of researchers within the field. First-hand accounts of socio-legal research projects
allow the reader to engage with diverse theoretical and methodological approaches within this fluid
interdisciplinary area. The book provides a rich resource for those interested in deepening their
understanding of the variety of theories and methods available when law is studied in its broadest
social context, as well as setting those within the history of the socio-legal movement. The chapters



consider multiple disciplinary lenses - including feminism, anthropology and sociology - as well as a
variety of methodologies, including: narrative, visual and spatial, psychological, economic and
epidemiological approaches. Moreover, these are applied in a range of substantive contexts such as
online hate speech, environmental law, biotechnology, research in post-conflict situations, race and
LGBT+ lawyers. The handbook brings together younger contributors and some of the best-known
names in the socio-legal field. It offers a fresh perspective on the past, present and future of
sociolegal studies that will appeal to students and scholars with relevant interests in a range of
subjects, including law, sociology and politics. Chapter 7 of this book is freely available as a
downloadable Open Access PDF at http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a Creative Commons
Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.
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