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**The Enduring Charm of the Poem There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly**

poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly is more than just a quirky children’s rhyme; it’s
a timeless piece of storytelling that has captivated audiences for generations. This seemingly simple
poem has layers of humor, rhythm, and absurdity that make it memorable and beloved by both
children and adults. But what exactly makes this poem stand out, and why does it continue to be a
favorite in homes, classrooms, and libraries around the world? Let’s dive into the fascinating world of
this classic rhyme and explore its origins, structure, and lasting appeal.

The Origins and History of the Poem There Was an Old
Lady Who Swallowed a Fly

The story of the old lady who swallowed a fly has roots that stretch back several decades, with its first
known publication dating to the mid-20th century. The poem was popularized by American folk singer
Burl Ives in the 1950s, who brought it into mainstream culture with his catchy rendition. Since then,
the poem has been adapted and retold in countless variations, each adding a unique twist or new
animal to the narrative.

The appeal of the poem lies in its cumulative structure—a storytelling style where each verse builds
upon the previous one, creating a chain of events that escalate in both absurdity and humor. This
technique is a hallmark of many traditional folk tales and nursery rhymes, making the poem an
excellent example of oral storytelling traditions that have been passed down through generations.

Why the Cumulative Song Structure Works So Well

The cumulative nature of "There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly" is key to its charm. Each
stanza introduces a new animal that the old lady swallows, supposedly to catch the previously
swallowed creature. This repetitive build-up:

- Creates anticipation for the next verse.
- Engages listeners, especially children, with predictable rhythms.
- Enhances memory retention through repetition.
- Adds humor as the scenario becomes increasingly ridiculous.

This approach not only makes the poem fun to read aloud but also helps children develop language
skills by hearing repeated phrases and learning new vocabulary in context.



Breaking Down the Narrative: What Happens in the
Poem?

At face value, the poem tells the story of an old lady who swallows a fly, then a spider, a bird, a cat, a
dog, a goat, a cow, and finally a horse. Each animal is swallowed to catch the one before it,
culminating in an absurd and darkly comic conclusion. The final line often ends with the lady dying or
the absurdity reaching its peak, which adds a twist that adults can appreciate.

The Symbolism Behind the Animals

While the poem is playful and humorous, some interpretations suggest that the animals represent
escalating problems or challenges the old lady faces. The fly, a tiny nuisance, leads to swallowing
progressively larger creatures, symbolizing how small issues can snowball into bigger complications if
not addressed.

Moreover, the poem’s whimsical tone softens the dark humor of the old lady’s fate, making it suitable
for children. It subtly teaches lessons about cause and effect, consequences, and even resilience in
the face of odd circumstances.

Why Poem There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a
Fly Remains Popular Today

In today’s fast-paced digital world, it might seem surprising that a simple poem about an old lady
swallowing animals maintains its popularity. However, several factors contribute to its enduring
appeal:

Engaging and Interactive for Children

Whether read aloud at bedtime or performed in classrooms, the poem invites participation. Kids love
to guess what animal comes next, imitate the sounds, and join in the repetitive chorus. This
interactive quality makes it a valuable educational tool for teaching rhythm, sequencing, and
memory.

Adaptability Across Cultures and Formats

The poem has been adapted into picture books, animated videos, and even musical versions. Its
simple storyline can be localized with different animals or settings, making it accessible to diverse
audiences worldwide. This flexibility helps it stay relevant across generations.



Humor That Appeals to All Ages

The absurdity of the story, combined with clever rhymes and escalating surprises, makes it
entertaining for adults too. Parents and teachers often enjoy the poem just as much as children,
which fosters shared reading experiences that strengthen bonds.

Tips for Teaching and Enjoying the Poem There Was an
Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly

If you’re looking to introduce this classic poem to children or use it as a learning tool, here are some
helpful tips:

Use expressive reading: Vary your tone, speed, and volume to bring the characters and
animals to life.

Encourage participation: Ask children to predict the next animal or mimic the sounds.

Create visual aids: Use pictures or puppets representing each animal to enhance
comprehension.

Incorporate movement: Act out swallowing or animal motions to make the poem more
engaging.

Discuss the story: Talk about the cause-and-effect sequence and what it might symbolize.

These strategies not only make the poem fun but also support literacy development, vocabulary
growth, and critical thinking.

Exploring Variations and Modern Interpretations

Over the years, many authors and educators have created their own versions of the poem, often
adding new animals or humorous twists to keep the story fresh. Some modern renditions swap out the
old lady for different characters, while others reimagine the narrative with ecological or educational
themes.

For example, some adaptations introduce animals that are endangered or focus on themes of
conservation, subtly teaching children about wildlife and environmental responsibility. Others use the
poem’s format to explore cultural stories or incorporate different languages for bilingual learning.

This versatility highlights how the core structure of the poem there was an old lady who swallowed a
fly can be a springboard for creativity and learning across contexts.



Using the Poem for Creative Writing and Storytelling

Teachers and parents can encourage children to write their own versions of the poem, choosing
different animals or inventing new reasons why the lady swallows each one. This exercise nurtures
imagination, sequencing skills, and rhyme awareness.

It’s a wonderful way to foster a love of language and storytelling, showing kids that even a simple
poem can inspire endless creativity.

Final Thoughts on the Poem There Was an Old Lady
Who Swallowed a Fly

The poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly is far more than a quirky nursery rhyme; it’s a
rich piece of cultural heritage filled with humor, rhythm, and storytelling prowess. Its ability to engage
young minds, entertain adults, and adapt to new contexts ensures it will remain a beloved classic for
years to come.

Whether you’re reading it to a child, using it in a classroom, or simply revisiting a piece of your own
childhood, the poem invites everyone to embrace the joy of storytelling and the playful power of
words.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the poem 'There Was an Old Lady
Who Swallowed a Fly'?
The main theme of the poem is absurdity and dark humor, as it humorously describes an old lady who
swallows increasingly larger animals to catch the previously swallowed ones.

Who originally wrote 'There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed
a Fly'?
The poem was popularized by American folk singer Burl Ives, but its exact original author is unknown
as it is a traditional folk rhyme that has evolved over time.

Why does the old lady swallow different animals in the poem?
In the poem, the old lady swallows different animals to catch the previously swallowed animal,
starting with a fly and escalating to larger animals in a cumulative and humorous manner.

What literary devices are used in 'There Was an Old Lady Who



Swallowed a Fly'?
The poem uses repetition, cumulative structure, rhyme, and absurdity to create humor and engage
the audience.

How has 'There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly'
influenced children's literature?
The poem has inspired numerous adaptations, books, and songs in children's literature, encouraging
playful learning through rhyme, repetition, and storytelling.

Are there different versions of 'There Was an Old Lady Who
Swallowed a Fly'?
Yes, there are many versions with variations in the animals swallowed and the ending, some more
humorous or dark than others.

What is the significance of the cumulative structure in the
poem?
The cumulative structure builds suspense and humor by adding new elements repeatedly, making it
engaging and memorable for listeners, especially children.

How can 'There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly' be
used in educational settings?
The poem can be used to teach sequencing, memory, rhyme, and vocabulary, as well as to encourage
creativity and group participation through its repetitive and interactive nature.

Additional Resources
**Unraveling the Charm and Legacy of the Poem There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly**

poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly stands as one of the most enduring and
whimsical pieces in the canon of children’s literature and nursery rhymes. This seemingly simple
cumulative poem has fascinated audiences for generations, weaving humor, absurdity, and a touch of
the macabre into a melodic narrative. Beyond its surface-level entertainment value, the poem offers
rich material for literary analysis, cultural interpretation, and even pedagogical application. This
article explores the origins, structure, thematic elements, and cultural impact of the poem there was
an old lady who swallowed a fly, while examining why it continues to capture imaginations worldwide.

Origins and Historical Context

The poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly traces its roots back to early 20th-century folk



traditions. While its exact origin is somewhat murky, the earliest printed versions appeared in the
1940s and 1950s, with notable popularization attributed to American folk singer Burl Ives and later
adaptations by authors such as Rose Bonne and Alan Mills. The narrative style, combining repetition
and cumulative progression, aligns with traditional oral storytelling techniques meant to engage
children’s memory and participation.

This cumulative rhyme format—where each new stanza builds upon the last—has historical
precedents in folk literature, seen in works like “The House That Jack Built.” The poem’s cyclical and
escalating absurdity reflects a storytelling method that balances humor with suspense, enticing
listeners to anticipate what comes next.

The Narrative Structure and Literary Devices

At its core, the poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly employs a cumulative structure that
incrementally adds new elements, each linked to the previous one. The old lady swallows a fly, then a
spider to catch the fly, a bird to catch the spider, and so forth, escalating to increasingly larger or
more improbable creatures.

Several literary devices are notable within the poem:

- **Repetition:** The refrain “There was an old lady who swallowed a [creature]” anchors each stanza,
reinforcing memory and rhythm.
- **Cumulative Progression:** Each new verse builds on the previous, creating a layered narrative that
enhances engagement.
- **Absurdity and Hyperbole:** The exaggerated scenario of swallowing multiple animals introduces
comedic effect and surrealism.
- **Rhyme and Rhythm:** The poem’s musicality aids memorability, often adapted into song form.

The poem’s escalating sequence creates a natural tension and curiosity, as listeners anticipate the
consequences of the old lady’s strange behavior. This technique is both entertaining and
pedagogically effective, promoting linguistic skills such as sequencing and recall.

Cultural Significance and Variations

The poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly has transcended its original format to become a
cultural touchstone. It exists in multiple versions, translated into various languages, and adapted into
books, animations, and stage performances. Its appeal lies in its blend of humor, suspense, and the
grotesque—a combination that resonates across age groups.

Adaptations and Media Presence

Over the decades, the poem has been adapted into numerous children’s books, each illustrating the
bizarre creatures and events with whimsical art. Notable editions include those by Simms Taback and
Pam Adams, whose vibrant illustrations add a visual dimension that complements the text’s
absurdity.



In addition to print, the poem has been turned into animated shorts and musical renditions, often
used as educational tools to teach sequencing, vocabulary, and rhyme. The cumulative nature of the
poem makes it ideal for group participation and classroom settings, where children can predict and
recite the verses interactively.

Psychological and Educational Perspectives

From a developmental standpoint, the poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly is valuable for
early childhood education. Its repetitive structure aids memory retention and language development.
The rhythmic and predictable pattern encourages active listening and verbal participation, fostering
phonemic awareness.

Moreover, the poem’s nonsensical storyline invites children to engage with imaginative thinking and
problem-solving. The absurdity of swallowing increasingly large animals can prompt discussions about
cause and effect, even if exaggerated, and stimulate curiosity about the natural world.

Comparative Analysis with Similar Folk Rhymes

When compared to other cumulative folk rhymes, such as “The Twelve Days of Christmas” or “There
Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly’s” cousin, “The House That Jack Built,” several features stand
out:

Progressive Complexity: Each verse adds a new element, increasing narrative complexity
and listener engagement.

Humor Through Absurdity: The poem’s escalating irrationality distinguishes it from more
straightforward cumulative tales.

Didactic Potential: Like other nursery rhymes, it has embedded learning opportunities related
to language and memory.

Unlike some folk rhymes that focus heavily on moral lessons or cultural traditions, the poem there
was an old lady who swallowed a fly leans more into entertainment and absurd humor, making it a
unique artifact of children’s literature.

Pros and Cons of the Poem’s Style and Content

The poem’s whimsical style brings both benefits and potential drawbacks:

Pros:1.



Engages children through humor and repetition.

Supports language development and memory skills.

Adaptable to multiple media and educational contexts.

Cons:2.

The story’s illogical progression might confuse very young children.

Some versions contain outdated or culturally insensitive elements.

The dark ending (the lady presumably dies) can be unsettling for some audiences.

Despite these cons, the poem’s enduring popularity suggests that its benefits to literary engagement
and entertainment outweigh potential issues, especially when adapted thoughtfully.

The Enduring Legacy of the Poem There Was an Old
Lady Who Swallowed a Fly

What keeps the poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly relevant nearly a century after its
inception is its timeless blend of humor, rhythm, and storytelling ingenuity. The poem invites readers
into a world where logic is playfully suspended, encouraging imagination and participation. It
functions as a linguistic exercise, a cultural artifact, and a source of simple joy.

Educators continue to embrace the poem for its ability to captivate young audiences while fostering
foundational literacy skills. Meanwhile, its presence in popular culture—as a song, animated feature,
or bedtime story—reaffirms its status as an icon of children’s narrative tradition.

In a literary landscape often dominated by complex narratives, the poem there was an old lady who
swallowed a fly reminds us of the power of simplicity, repetition, and humor, proving that even the
most absurd tales can have profound staying power.

Poem There Was An Old Lady Who Swallowed A Fly

  poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly: There was an Old Lady who Swallowed
a Fly Simms Taback, 1997 ...version of a famous American folk poem first heard in the U.S. in the
1940's.
  poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly: Feminist Literacies, 1968-75 Kathryn
Thoms Flannery, 2010-10-01 In the late 1960s and early 1970s, ordinary women affiliated with the

http://www.killa-beez.com/archive-th-118/poem-there-was-an-old-lady-who-swallowed-a-fly.pdf


women's movement were responsible for a veritable explosion of periodicals, poetry, and manifestos,
as well as performances designed to support do-it-yourself education and consciousness-raising.
Kathryn Thoms Flannery discusses this outpouring and the group education, brainstorming, and
creative activism it fostered as the manifestation of a feminist literacy quite separate from women's
studies programs at universities or the large-scale political workings of second-wave feminism.
Seeking to break down traditional barriers such as the dichotomies of writer/reader or
student/teacher, these new works also forged polemical alternatives to the forms of argumentation
traditionally used to silence women, creating a space for fresh voices. Feminist Literacies explores
these truly radical feminist literary practices and pedagogies that flourished during a brief era of
volatility and hope.
  poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly: There was an Old Lady who Swallowed a
Fly Simms Taback, 1973 A new version of the well-loved poem about the old lady who swallowed a
fly with a die-cut hole to see what is in her stomach.
  poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly: Cambridge Checkpoint English Revision
Guide for the Cambridge Secondary 1 Test John Reynolds, Patricia Acres, 2013-07-26 With
Checkpoint English Revision Guide for the Cambridge Secondary 1 test you can aim for the best
grade with the help of relevant and accessible notes, examiner advice plus questions and answers on
each key topic. - Clear explanations of every topic covered in the Cambridge Secondary 1
Checkpoint English syllabus - Builds revision skills you need for success in the test - Exam tips
wirtten by test setters and examiners giving you their expert advice This text has not been through
the Cambridge endorsement process.
  poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly: Amazing Rhymes for Children Pasquale
De Marco, 2025-03-08 Immerse your child in a world of enchantment and wonder with this
captivating collection of rhymes, specially crafted for young American readers. A symphony of words
and rhythms, this book is a treasure trove of poetic delights that will ignite their imagination and
leave them spellbound. From the moment they first open these pages, children will be transported to
a magical realm where words dance and play, and laughter and learning intertwine. Lullabies,
learning rhymes, game rhymes, animal rhymes, silly rhymes – this book has it all, catering to every
mood and every moment. As little ones drift off to sleep, the gentle melodies of lullabies will weave a
tapestry of dreams, soothing their senses and easing them into a peaceful slumber. Learning
rhymes, with their playful rhythms and clever wordplay, will transform learning into an exciting
adventure. From the ABCs and 123s to colors and shapes, these rhymes make education a joyous
experience. When playtime calls, children will find an array of game rhymes to accompany their
every hop, skip, and jump. Clapping hands, jumping ropes, and twirling in circles – these rhymes add
an extra layer of merriment to playtime, turning ordinary moments into extraordinary memories.
And for those moments of pure fun and laughter, the silly rhymes will tickle their funny bones and
unleash peals of laughter. But this book is not just about fun and games. It also imparts valuable life
lessons through gentle verses that teach children about kindness, empathy, perseverance, and
resilience. They will discover the importance of friendship, family, and community, and gain a
deeper understanding of the world around them. With its diverse collection of rhymes, this book is
the perfect companion for children as they grow and explore the world around them. It is a book to
be read and reread, a book to be cherished and shared. Open these pages and let the magic of
rhyme transport your child to a world of wonder and imagination. If you like this book, write a
review!
  poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly: A Poem for Every Winter Day Allie Esiri,
2020-10-29 Within the pages of Allie Esiri's gorgeous poetry collection, A Poem for Every Winter
Day, you will find verse that will transport you to sparkling winter scenes, taking you from
Christmas, to New Years Eve and the joys of Valentines Day. The poems are selected from Allie
Esiri’s bestselling poetry anthologies A Poem for Every Day of the Year and A Poem for Every Night
of the Year. Perfect for reading aloud and sharing with all the family, this book dazzles with an array
of familiar favourites and remarkable new discoveries. These seasonal poems – together with



introductory paragraphs – have a link to the date on which they appear. Includes poems by Mary
Oliver, Edgar Allan Poe, Thomas Hardy, E. E. Cummings and Robert Burns who sit alongside
Benjamin Zephaniah, Wendy Cope, Roger McGough and Jackie Kay. This soul-enhancing book will
keep you company for every day of winter. Enjoy more seasonal poetry collections with A Poem for
Every Spring Day and A Poem for Every Autumn Day.
  poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly: Once Upon a Time Judy Freeman,
2007-10-30 Judy Freeman, author of the Books Kids Will Sit Still For series, gives practical how-to
tips on how to tell a story, and write and stage a Reader's Theater script that gets children involved
with creative drama. Reader's theater teaches children how to become better listeners, enriches
their thinking skills, and encourages their response to literature. Included are ideas on using folk
and fairy tales, songs, chants and nonsense rhymes, and a reader's theater script. Also included in
this handbook are 400 plus annotated children's books every storyteller should know, 100 great
titles for creative drama and reader's theatre and professional books and Web sites for storytelling,
creative drama and reader's theater. Grades PreK-6. Judy Freeman, author of the Books Kids Will Sit
Still For series, gives personal and practical how-to tips on how to learn and tell a story, how to act
out a story using creative drama, and how to write and stage a Reader's Theater script. All are
guaranteed to get your children listening, thinking, reading, loving, and living stories with
comprehension, fluency, expression, and joy. Once Upon a Time pulls together a wealth of ideas,
activities, and strategies for using folk and fairy tales, songs, chants, and nonsense rhymes. Also
included in this handbook are the texts of 10 of Judy's favorite stories you can read today and tell
tomorrow; a songbook of songs, chants, and nonsense rhymes; and a Reader's Theater script. You'll
also find annotated bibliographies: 400+ children's books every storyteller should know; 100+ great
children's books to use for creative drama and Reader's Theater; professional books and Web sites
for storytelling, creative drama, and Reader's Theater; and a title and author index. Chapters
include: ; Getting Started with Storytelling ; Judy Freeman's Songbook: Including Songs, Chants,
Riddles, and Plenty of Nonsense ; Judy Freeman's Storybook: Tales You can Hear Today and Tell
Tomorrow ; 400+ Children's Books Every Storyteller Should Know ; Getting Started with Creative
Drama and Reader's Theater ; 100+ Children's Books Just Right for Creative Drama and/or Reader's
Theater
  poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly: Literacy Lessons, K�8 Helen Hoffner,
2010-08-17 Literacy Lessons, K-8 enables teachers to meet IRA and McRel standards with a broad
spectrum of instructional techniques that address all areas of the language arts: reading, writing,
speaking, listening, and viewing. The book includes lesson plans and activities as well as projects
that will engage and motivate students. Students will also learn how to find information on a topic
they are interested in and how to incorporate their own experiences into activities that meet
standards. Busy teachers will also find: - Quick and inexpensive means of creating costumes and
props for storytelling - Ideas to tempt families to engage in storytelling at home - References to K-8
literature to link instruction with authentic text - Differentiation techniques for ELLs as well as for
students who are working above or below grade-level expectations Teachers are always looking for
materials that make their job easier, and this book provides everything needed to teach literacy
lessons effectively.
  poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly: Early Childhood Themes Through the
Year Debbie Thompson, Darlene Hardwick, 1993 Each of 36 weekly themes is accompanied by a list
of materials, patterns, activities, and more.
  poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly: Poem-mobiles J. Patrick Lewis, Douglas
Florian, 2014-01-07 This paperback picture book features fresh, quirky poems by two picture-book
poetry veterans which explore practically every kid's favorite topic: CARS! The U.S. Children's Poet
Laureate and an award-winning children's poet join their prolific forces in this picture book of poems
about cars. But they're not just any cars: there's the Sloppy-Floppy-Nonstop-Jalopy (So unique there
is no copy); the Bathtub Limosine (With hot water heating / And porcelain seating); and the High
Heel Car. Each of the thirteen quirky, inventive poems will speak directly to the imaginations of



children, as will Holmes's high-concept, detail-filled illustrations.
  poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly: A to Zoo Rebecca L. Thomas, 2018-06-21
Whether used for thematic story times, program and curriculum planning, readers' advisory, or
collection development, this updated edition of the well-known companion makes finding the right
picture books for your library a breeze. Generations of savvy librarians and educators have relied on
this detailed subject guide to children's picture books for all aspects of children's services, and this
new edition does not disappoint. Covering more than 18,000 books published through 2017, it
empowers users to identify current and classic titles on topics ranging from apples to zebras.
Organized simply, with a subject guide that categorizes subjects by theme and topic and subject
headings arranged alphabetically, this reference applies more than 1,200 intuitive (as opposed to
formal catalog) subject terms to children's picture books, making it both a comprehensive and
user-friendly resource that is accessible to parents and teachers as well as librarians. It can be used
to identify titles to fill in gaps in library collections, to find books on particular topics for young
readers, to help teachers locate titles to support lessons, or to design thematic programs and story
times. Title and illustrator indexes, in addition to a bibliographic guide arranged alphabetically by
author name, further extend access to titles.
  poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly: There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed
a Fly Pam Adams, 1999-09-01 An illustrated version of the cumulative folk song in which the
solution proves worse than the predicament when an old lady swallows a fly. Some pages are
die-cut, permitting a portion of the next illustration to be seen.
  poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly: Children's Literature Barbara Stoodt,
1996
  poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly: The Ramped-Up Read Aloud Maria
Walther, 2018-06-22 In this remarkable resource, Maria Walther shares two-page read-aloud
experiences for 101 picture books that tune you into what to notice, say, and wonder in order to
bolster students’ literacy exponentially. A first-grade teacher for decades, Maria is a master of
“strategic savoring.” Her lesson design efficiently sparks instructional conversations around each
book’s cover illustration, enriching vocabulary words, literary language, and the ideas and themes
vital to young learners. Teachers, schools, and districts looking to energize your core reading and
writing program, search no further: The Ramped-Up Read Aloud delivers a formula for literacy
development and a springboard to joy in equal parts.
  poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly: Crash Course in Storytime Fundamentals
Penny Peck, 2015-01-26 This manual is a one-stop shop on how to present storytimes to suit
different audiences including bilingual learners, special needs children, and those in a variety of
settings such as Head Start, preschools, and day care situations. This beginner's guide to
storytelling traces the developmental stages of very young children, illustrating how to present
storytime for babies, toddlers, and preschoolers as well as in family settings to be most effective.
Author Penny Peck will teach you the fundamentals of reading with the intent of capturing children's
imaginations, showing you how to incorporate music, play, and hands-on activities into your routine.
She offers expert advice on how to choose the best picture books and provides lists of books for
addressing particular literacy needs. A perfect primer for those new to the task, this guide illustrates
how to make this activity a favorite of children and provides tips for progressing in the role of
storyteller, with ideas for engaging your audience and enhancing enjoyment. Beginning with the
basics of performing a library storytime, each subsequent chapter builds on that knowledge, offering
ways to infuse technology, special needs adaptations, and music into the story. The revised edition
addresses such current topics as iPads, apps usage, online options, and dance programs.
  poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly: Teaching Young Children a Second
Language Tatiana Gordon, 2006-11-30 This volume addresses a gamut of questions of interest to
teachers of young second language learners. Why do immigrant children leave their home countries,
and what are their journeys to the United States like? How do young children adjust to the new
culture? What sort of dynamic prevails in immigrant families? What are young immigrants' schooling



experiences like? What are language learning processes like in young children? The first part of the
book contains an overview of recent ethnographic, sociological, and psycholinguistic research
concerned with answering these questions. The second half of the volume focuses on classroom
practice. Gordon provides an extensive overview of activities that have been proven to be effective
with young language learners. Practical recommendations contained in these pages flow directly
from the classroom. Gordon describes innovative second language lessons developed and
implemented by ESL teachers who work with language learners enrolled in primary grades. The
book places special emphasis on those instructional strategies that stir young language learners'
interest while stimulating their linguistic and cognitive development.
  poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly: 20 Irresistible Reading-Response
Projects Based on Favorite Picture Books Sherry Girard, 2002-05 Adorable Reproducible
Patterns With Engaging Writing Prompts Invite kids to create meaningful responses to literature
with these engaging, hands-on art and writing projects. First, children enjoy a well-loved story
together, then create their own response page that includes a colorful art activity and
ready-to-personalize sentence frame. Later, pages can be bound into a class collaborative book!
You'll find discussion questions to use before and fater reading, step-by-step instructions for each
project, reproducible patterns, cross-curricular links, related reading, and more.
  poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly: Lesson Plans for the Busy Librarian Joyce
Keeling, 2002-03-05 Suggests learning activities for developing library skills, such as researching a
topic, finding books on the shelves, and acting out stories.
  poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly: Mister Rogers' Neighborhood Mark
Collins, Margaret Mary Kimmel, 2019-10-29 Updated edition featuring a new foreword by David Mr.
McFeely Newell. Born in 1928 in Latrobe, Pennsylvania, Fred Rogers began his television career in
1951 at NBC. In 1954, he became program director for the newly founded WQED-TV in Pittsburgh,
the first community-supported television station in the United States. From 1954 to 1961, Rogers
and Josie Carey produced and performed in WQED's The Children's Corner, which became part of
the the Saturday morning lineup on NBC in 1955 and 1956. It was after Fred Rogers was ordained
as a Presbyterian minister in 1963, with a special charge of serving children and their families
through television, that he developed what became the award-winning PBS series Mister Rogers'
Neighborhood.
  poem there was an old lady who swallowed a fly: Making Progress in English Eve Bearne,
2006-09-07 This manual is designed to help teachers establish a principled framework for
developing English at Key Stages 1 and 2. Covering all aspects of English, it will help teachers raise
standards of achievement in pupils at all levels of fluency and confidence. The author uses case
study material to relate theory to practice, covering issues such as classroom organization and
management. She also provides guidance for planning and developing ideas with colleagues and
with children, and offers suggestions for teaching strategies with photocopiable sheets and formats
and ways to evaluate teaching. Separate sections deal with reading, writing, speaking and listening,
and these different threads are drawn together in sections on knowledge about language - including
spelling, grammar and punctuation - and study of texts - including media, poetry, drama, response to
literature and the use of non-fiction texts. The final section deals with policy and schemes of work.
Each chapter also offers information on: * assessment, recording and reporting, linked to scales of
progression * frameworks for screening and supporting children who have difficulties with English *
gender * working with parents * linguistic and cultural diversity Eve Bearne teaches at Homerton
College, Cambridge.
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