attila the hun primary sources

Attila the Hun Primary Sources: Exploring the Historical Records of the
Scourge of God

attila the hun primary sources offer a fascinating glimpse into the life and
legacy of one of history’s most infamous figures. Often shrouded in myth and
legend, Attila’s story is pieced together through a variety of ancient texts,
chronicles, and accounts written by contemporaries and later historians.
Understanding these primary sources is crucial for anyone interested in the
Hun leader’s impact on Europe during the 5th century and the complex dynamics
of the late Roman Empire.

In this article, we will dive deep into the key historical documents that
provide firsthand or near-contemporary insights into Attila’s reign, his
military campaigns, and the cultural context of his time. By examining these
sources, readers can better appreciate the blend of fact, bias, and
storytelling that shapes our modern image of Attila the Hun.

What Are Primary Sources on Attila the Hun?

Primary sources on Attila the Hun refer to original materials from the period
when Attila lived (circa 406-453 AD) or shortly thereafter. These include
historical chronicles, diplomatic letters, and occasionally archaeological
findings that directly or indirectly reference Attila and his activities.
Unlike secondary sources, which interpret or analyze these original
documents, primary sources offer raw, unfiltered perspectives—although they
often come with their own cultural and political biases.

Because the Huns themselves left behind no written records, most information
about Attila comes from Roman, Byzantine, and Gothic authors who encountered
or heard about the Huns from their own vantage points.

The Importance of Primary Sources in Studying Attila

Without contemporary documents, Attila’s story would be lost to legend and
folklore. Primary sources help historians piece together his military
strategies, diplomatic maneuvers, and the nature of his empire. They also
reveal how different societies viewed the Huns—ranging from terrifying
“barbarians” to powerful rulers shaping the fate of Europe.

Moreover, studying these records critically allows readers to identify
exaggerations, propaganda, and cultural misunderstandings, providing a more
nuanced picture of Attila’s true historical role.



Key Primary Sources Documenting Attila the Hun

Several notable primary sources stand out for their detailed accounts of
Attila’s life and times. Each comes from a unique perspective and offers
valuable insights into the complex interactions between the Huns and the
Roman world.

1. Priscus of Panium

Priscus, a Greek historian and diplomat, is considered one of the most
reliable and direct sources about Attila the Hun. Around 448 AD, Priscus
visited Attila’s court as part of a Roman embassy. His firsthand descriptions
provide an invaluable eyewitness account of the Hun leader and his courtly
life.

Priscus’s writings reveal details about Attila’s personality, the structure
of the Hun kingdom, and diplomatic exchanges between the Huns and the Eastern
Roman Empire. Though only fragments of Priscus’s works survive, later
historians, such as the Byzantine chronicler Jordanes, often drew upon his
accounts.

2. Jordanes and the Getica

Jordanes, a 6th-century Roman bureaucrat of Gothic descent, wrote the
"Getica," a history of the Goths that also covers the Huns and Attila
extensively. While Jordanes lived after Attila’s death, he relied heavily on
earlier sources like Priscus.

His narrative frames Attila as both a fearsome conqueror and a pivotal figure
influencing the decline of the Western Roman Empire. Although Jordanes’s work
contains some legendary elements, it remains a cornerstone for understanding
how Attila was perceived in the centuries following his reign.

3. The Chronicon Paschale

This 7th-century Byzantine chronicle offers a timeline of significant events,
including those related to Attila’s invasions and battles. Though brief, the
Chronicon Paschale corroborates and complements other contemporary sources,
providing useful chronological anchors for Attila’s military activities.

4. Ammianus Marcellinus (Indirect References)



Although Ammianus Marcellinus, a Roman historian, died before Attila’s rise,
his work on the late Roman Empire’s military and political situation sets
important context. Later historians cross-reference Ammianus’s detailed
accounts of Rome’s northern frontiers to understand the environment into
which Attila emerged.

5. Roman and Byzantine Imperial Records

Imperial correspondence, treaties, and official histories—such as those by
the historian Cassiodorus or the letters of Emperor Valentinian III-also
mention Attila. These documents shed light on the diplomacy, tribute payments
(often called “gifts”), and military confrontations between Rome and the
Huns.

Challenges in Interpreting Attila the Hun
Primary Sources

Working with ancient sources about Attila presents unique challenges. Many
authors were Roman or Byzantine elites who viewed the Huns through a lens of
fear and cultural prejudice. Their descriptions often emphasize barbarism and
cruelty, which can obscure more balanced views of Attila’s leadership and his
people.

Bias and Propaganda

Roman historians sometimes painted Attila as the “Scourge of God,” a divine
punishment for Roman sins. While this reflects the mindset of the era, it
also served to demonize the Huns and justify Roman military actions.
Recognizing this bias helps modern readers separate fact from rhetoric.

Gaps and Fragmentation

Many primary texts survive only in fragments or through quotations in later
works. This incomplete preservation means scholars must piece together
Attila’s story like a puzzle, often relying on cross-referencing multiple
sources to verify facts.

Language and Translation Issues

Most primary sources about Attila were written in Greek or Latin. Translating
these texts accurately while capturing their nuances requires expertise.



Different translations can sometimes yield varying interpretations of key
events or Attila’s character.

Additional Insights from Archaeology and
Numismatics

While written records are the primary source material for Attila,
archaeological findings and coin studies add layers of understanding.
Excavations of Hun burial sites, artifacts, and weaponry provide tangible
evidence of their culture and military capabilities.

Similarly, the study of coin hoards and Roman tribute payments helps clarify
economic interactions between the Huns and the Roman Empire during Attila’s
rule.

What Archaeology Tells Us

Archaeological discoveries in Central and Eastern Europe have uncovered
burial mounds attributed to the Huns, featuring distinctive grave goods and
weapons. These finds support descriptions of their nomadic warrior society
and underscore their mobility and influence.

The Role of Numismatics

Coins minted during the period sometimes bear inscriptions and symbols
related to Hun-Roman relations. Analyzing these coins aids in dating events
and understanding the economic pressures faced by both empires.

How to Approach Attila the Hun Primary Sources
for Research

For students, historians, or enthusiasts seeking to explore Attila’s life
through primary sources, here are some useful tips:

e Cross-Reference Multiple Sources: No single document tells the full
story. Compare accounts from Priscus, Jordanes, and Roman records to get
a balanced perspective.

e Consider the Historical Context: Keep in mind the political and cultural
climate influencing each author’'s viewpoint.



e Use Modern Scholarly Editions: Consult academic translations and
commentaries that provide explanations of ambiguous passages and
historical background.

e Look Beyond Texts: Incorporate archaeological and numismatic evidence to
complement written sources.

e Be Critical and Open-Minded: Recognize the myth-making tendencies
surrounding Attila and strive to separate legend from historical fact.

Legacy of Attila the Hun Through His Primary
Sources

The primary sources about Attila the Hun have shaped how history remembers
him—not just as a brutal conqueror but also as a skilled leader and a symbol
of the shifting power dynamics in late antiquity. His interactions with the
Roman Empire highlight the complexity of cultural exchanges, warfare, and
diplomacy.

Through careful study of these ancient texts, modern readers can appreciate
the nuanced portrait of a man who left an indelible mark on European history,
influencing everything from medieval folklore to contemporary popular
culture.

Exploring these primary sources invites us to reflect on how history is
recorded and remembered, reminding us that every great figure is viewed
through the prism of the storytellers who survive them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the primary sources about Attila the Hun?

Primary sources about Attila the Hun include the writings of Roman historians
such as Priscus, Jordanes, and Ammianus Marcellinus, who provide contemporary
or near-contemporary accounts of his life and campaigns.

Who was Priscus and why is his account important for
Attila the Hun?

Priscus was a 5th-century Roman diplomat and historian who visited Attila’s
court and wrote an eyewitness account of the Huns, providing valuable
information about Attila’s personality, leadership, and the culture of the
Huns.



What does Jordanes’ 'Getica' contribute to our
knowledge of Attila the Hun?

Jordanes’ 'Getica,' written in the 6th century, is a history of the Goths
that includes information about Attila and the Huns, drawing on earlier
sources and offering perspectives on Attila’s impact on the Roman Empire and
barbarian tribes.

Are there any surviving writings directly from
Attila the Hun?

No known writings directly from Attila the Hun survive. Our knowledge of him
comes from external accounts by Roman and Byzantine historians and
chroniclers.

How reliable are the primary sources about Attila
the Hun?

The primary sources are valuable but must be critically evaluated, as many
were written by Roman or Byzantine authors who viewed Attila as a barbarian
enemy, potentially introducing bias or exaggeration.

What role does Ammianus Marcellinus play in the
historical record of Attila the Hun?

Ammianus Marcellinus was a Roman historian whose works provide background on
the late Roman Empire and the Huns, though he died before Attila's peak, so
his account is limited but useful for context.

Do archaeological findings serve as primary sources
for studying Attila the Hun?

While not written sources, archaeological findings such as burial sites,
artifacts, and fortifications associated with the Huns complement written
primary sources and help reconstruct the historical context of Attila’s era.

How do Byzantine sources portray Attila the Hun?

Byzantine sources often depict Attila as a formidable and ruthless enemy,
emphasizing his threats to the Eastern Roman Empire and sometimes portraying
him in a legendary or symbolic manner.

Is the 'Secret History of the Mongols' a source for
Attila the Hun?

No, the 'Secret History of the Mongols' dates from the 13th century and
concerns Genghis Khan and the Mongols, not Attila the Hun, who lived in the



5th century.

Where can I access translations of primary sources
on Attila the Hun?

Translations of primary sources such as Priscus’ fragments and Jordanes’
'Getica' are available in various academic books and online resources,
including university websites and digital libraries like the Internet
Medieval Sourcebook.

Additional Resources

**Attila the Hun Primary Sources: An Analytical Review**

attila the hun primary sources are indispensable for scholars and history
enthusiasts seeking to understand one of the most enigmatic and influential
figures of the late antiquity period. Despite Attila’s lasting impact on
European history as the fearsome ruler of the Huns, direct accounts from his
era are scarce and often filtered through the perspectives of his
adversaries. This article delves into the key primary sources that document
Attila’s life and campaigns, their reliability, and the challenges historians
face when reconstructing his legacy.

Understanding Attila the Hun Through
Contemporary Writings

The scarcity of firsthand written records by or from Attila himself
complicates historical analysis. Unlike Roman emperors or Christian
theologians of the time, Attila left no written documents, leaving much of
his story to be told by Roman and Byzantine chroniclers. These accounts,
often laden with political and cultural bias, form the bulk of what we know
about him.

Roman Historians and Annalists

Roman authors provide the most detailed narratives about Attila. Among these,
Priscus of Panium stands out as the most valuable source. A diplomat and
historian, Priscus witnessed the Hunnic court firsthand during an embassy to
Attila in 448 AD. His writings, preserved in fragments cited by later
historians, offer a rare glimpse into the inner workings of Attila’s empire
and his personal demeanor. Priscus’s account is notable for its relative
objectivity and ethnographic detail, portraying the Huns not merely as
barbaric invaders but as a complex society with political structures and
customs.



Other Roman sources include:

e Jordanes: Writing in the 6th century, Jordanes compiled a history of the
Goths that includes references to Attila. While valuable, his work is
secondary and influenced by oral traditions and earlier now-lost texts.

e Hydatius: A 5th-century bishop and chronicler, Hydatius recorded events
in the Western Roman Empire, including conflicts involving Attila.

e Sidonius Apollinaris: A Gallo-Roman poet and diplomat, his letters and
poems mention the fear and disruption caused by Hunnic incursions.

Byzantine Sources and Their Perspective

Byzantine historians such as Marcellinus Comes and Theophylact Simocatta also
provide accounts of Attila and his interactions with the Eastern Roman
Empire. Their writings often reflect the political tensions of the time and
portray Attila as a formidable but ultimately threatening figure.

The Byzantine chronicles, while valuable for cross-referencing events, tend
to emphasize the “barbarian” threat narrative. This framing can obscure the
nuances of Hunnic diplomacy and governance, requiring historians to read
these sources critically.

Challenges in Using Attila the Hun Primary
Sources

Bias and Propaganda

Most primary sources about Attila were penned by those who viewed him as an
enemy. Roman and Christian authors frequently depict Attila as the “Scourge
of God,” a divine punishment for Roman sins. This theological interpretation
colors many narratives, complicating efforts to discern factual events from
moralistic storytelling.

Fragmentary Evidence and Lost Texts

Many original works have been lost or survive only in later excerpts and
references. Priscus’s account, for example, exists only in fragments quoted
by other historians such as Cassiodorus and Jordanes. The fragmentary nature



of these texts limits the completeness of the historical record.

Linguistic and Cultural Barriers

Understanding Hunnic culture through these sources is challenging due to
linguistic differences and cultural misunderstandings. The Huns left no
written language of their own, so interpretations rely heavily on foreign
observers who may have misinterpreted or oversimplified their customs.

Key Features of Attila the Hun Primary Sources

e Ethnographic Detail: Despite biases, sources like Priscus provide
valuable descriptions of Hunnic society, including court rituals,
military organization, and Attila’s leadership style.

e Military Campaigns: Accounts detail Attila’s invasions of Gaul and
Italy, his confrontations with Roman generals, and the political
alliances he forged.

e Diplomatic Interactions: Several sources highlight the complex
diplomatic relations between the Huns and Roman empires, including
tribute negotiations and hostage exchanges.

* Religious Portrayals: Many texts emphasize Attila’s perceived role in
Christian eschatology, reflecting the religious climate of the authors
rather than historical fact.

Comparative Analysis of Sources

Comparing sources reveals significant discrepancies in how Attila is
portrayed. For instance, Priscus’s relatively neutral tone contrasts sharply
with the dramatic condemnations found in ecclesiastical writings. Jordanes’s
Gothic-centric narrative sometimes downplays Hunnic sophistication to elevate
Gothic achievements.

Modern historians must navigate these conflicting portrayals, weighing each
source’s context, purpose, and audience. This analytical approach helps
separate myth from history and reconstruct a balanced image of Attila.



Impact of Attila the Hun Primary Sources on
Modern Scholarship

The primary sources on Attila continue to influence contemporary historical
narratives and popular culture. They have shaped the image of Attila as both
a ruthless conqueror and a shrewd ruler who challenged the waning Roman
Empire.

Archaeological findings complement these texts but cannot fully replace the
written records. Ongoing research often revisits these primary sources,
applying new interpretive frameworks to better understand the Hunnic world
and Attila’s role within it.

The study of Attila the Hun primary sources underscores the complexities of
reconstructing history from fragmented, biased accounts. It also highlights
the importance of critical analysis and cross-disciplinary research in
uncovering the multifaceted legacy of one of history’s most formidable
figures.

Attila The Hun Primary Sources

attila the hun primary sources: Primary Sources in World History James Farr, Patrick ].
Hearden, 2023-03-13 This two-volume collection of primary documents covers societies across
different geographical regions during the last 5,000 years. While chronologically and geographically
comprehensive in scope, this reader will focus on a central theme: the unequal allocation of wealth
and power both within individual societies and between different polities ranging from small
city-states to large territorial empires. The selected documents reveal that people living at different
times and in different places have used similar methods to achieve similar political and economic
objectives. By reflecting uniformities as well as diversities in ideas and actions, these documents
undermine assertions of Western intellectual, cultural, or moral superiority.

attila the hun primary sources: Primary Sources for Ancient History Gary Forsythe,
2017-09-12 Primary Sources for Ancient History Volume II: The Roman World By: Gary Forsythe The
Roman Empire lasted for more than a millennia. From a small city it grew to encompass almost 1.7
million miles. It’s innovations in warfare, politics, and the arts continue to influence the Western
world. Primary Sources for Ancient History: Volume II: The Roman World is a comprehensive
selection of ancient writings to supplement a narrative history. Arranged both chronologically and
thematically, this work shows how the Empire was shaped by the thoughts, religions, and systems of
the people it conquered. These documents show how a variety of Romans examined the rights of the
individual against the government, economic disparity, political scandals, multiculturalism - issues
we continue to face today. Beginning with Plutarch’s retelling of the mythological founding of the
Roman Kingdom to the Republic expansion, to the consolidation of later emperors, and the final
dissolution from Germanic invasions, this is a comprehensive overview of the history and culture of
the Roman Empire. While emphasis is placed on the writings of classic historians such as Livy,
Josephus, Marcellinus, and more, the collection is enriched with a variety of contemporary
documents. Cicero’s gossipy letters, political graffiti, and funeral eulogies allow life in the Empire to
come across in a fresh and contemporary way. The Roman World is a valuable resource that shows
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not only how we have come to understand the Roman Empire, but how the Roman Empire viewed
and defined itself.

attila the hun primary sources: Attila the Hun Arthur K. Britton, 2016-07-15 The Romans
called Attila the Hun the []Scourge of God,[] and he stands out as one of the most brutal barbarians
of the ancient world. Though historians know surprisingly little about Attila, what they do know
confirms that he was an incredibly successful leader. He united bands of his people to conquer large
sections of Europe in the fifth century. The vicious tactics of these nomadic peoples are matched
only by the storied biography of their leader. This fascinating account of Attila is supported by
ancient primary sources as well as imaginative artwork depicting the ruler and his people.

attila the hun primary sources: The Oxford Encyclopedia of Medieval Warfare and
Military Technology Clifford J. Rogers, 2010 From the Viking invasions to the Crusades to the
Hundred Years War, wars were crucial agents of change in medieval Europe. They fostered many
economic and political changes. They also affected the science, technology, religion, and culture of
the parties involved. Examines all aspects of warfare and military technology in medieval times and
provides an exhaustive and accurate view of how and why wars were waged throughout Europe, the
Byzantine Empire, and the Crusader States from circa 500 CE to circa 1500.

attila the hun primary sources: Resources in Education , 1993-07

attila the hun primary sources: The Nibelungenlied , 2010-02-11 'In ancient tales many
marvels are told us ... now you may hear such marvels told!' The greatest of the heroic epics to
emerge from medieval Germany, the Nibelungenlied is a revenge saga of sweeping dimensions. It
tells of the dragon-slayer Sivrit, and the mysterious kingdom of the Nibelungs with its priceless
treasure-hoard guarded by dwarves and giants, of Prunhilt the Amazonian queen, fortune-telling
water-sprites and a cloak of invisibility. Driven by the conflict between Kriemhilt, the innocent
maiden turned she-devil, and her antagonist, the stoic, indomitable Hagen, the story is one of human
tragedy, of love, jealousy, murder, and revenge, ending in slaughter on a horrific scale. The work of
an anonymous poet of ¢.1200, since its rediscovery in the eighteenth century the Nibelungenlied has
come to be regarded as the national epic of the Germans. It has inspired countless reworkings and
adaptations, including two masterpieces: Fritz Lang's two-part film, and Richard Wagner's Ring
cycle. This is the first prose translation for over forty years: accurate and compelling, it is
accompanied by a wealth of useful background information. ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100
years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of literature from around the
globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the most
accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by leading
authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much
more.

attila the hun primary sources: Intrmdte Source Coll Bk G4-6 Rflc 07 HSP, 2004-09

attila the hun primary sources: Term Paper Resource Guide to Medieval History Jean
Shepherd Hamm, 2009-11-25 Help students get the most out of studying medieval history with this
comprehensive and practical research guide to topics and resources. Term Paper Resource Guide to
Medieval History brings key historic events and individuals alive to enrich and stimulate students in
challenging and enjoyable ways. Students from high school to college will be able to get a jump start
on assignments with the hundreds of term paper projects and research information offered here. The
book transforms and elevates the research experience and will prove an invaluable resource for
motivating and educating students. Each event entry begins with a brief summary to pique interest
and then offers original and thought-provoking term paper ideas in both standard and alternative
formats that often incorporate the latest in electronic media, such as the iPod and iMovie. The best
primary and secondary sources for further research are annotated, followed by vetted, stable
website suggestions and multimedia resources, usually films, for further viewing and listening.

attila the hun primary sources: What If . . . Book of Alternative History Jeff Greenfield,
2023-08-15 Have you ever wondered what the world would be like if history had happened
differently? What if . . . - Watergate hadn’t been uncovered? - Communism had failed? - Japan had




not struck Pearl Harbor? - The Cuban Missile Crisis had escalated? - The Vikings had colonized
North America? - Rome never fell? - The Soviets had won the space race? - The Beatles had never
formed? In compelling narratives, historical experts consider these and many more intriguing
questions in this fascinating look at what might have been. Each monumental event includes detailed
articles by historians, professors, and scholars that pose hypothetical answers to various questions,
potential timelines, and full-color illustrations that detail a different outcome. Praise for Jeff
Greenfield’s works of alternative history “Shrewdly written, often riveting.” —The New York Times
“A fascinating [premise].” —Publishers Weekly “Thoughtful and sophisticated. . . . a book political
junkies will adore.” —The Washington Post “Well researched and thought through—an interesting,
plausible exercise.” —Kirkus Reviews

attila the hun primary sources: The Fall of the Roman Empire, 2nd Edition Rita J. Markel,
2013-01-01 Can the demise of a government 1,500 years ago have repercussions felt around the
globe centuries later? If that government is the powerful Roman Empire, it can. From first century
B.C. through fifth century A.D., the Romans ruled over an empire that stretched across much of
Europe, the Middle East, and North Africa. Then in 476, a leader from a Germanic group called the
Goths overthrew the Roman Emperor. To this day, questions still exist about how such a powerful
empire could have been destroyed. Roman culture, language, and technology had great influence on
all areas under the empire’s control. After the fall, Europe entered the early Middle Ages, a period of
fragmentation characterized by a decline in trade, learning, and artistic achievement. The rise—and
fall—of the Roman Empire are one of world history’s most pivotal moments.

attila the hun primary sources: The Roman Empire in Late Antiquity Hugh Elton, 2018-11-22
The Roman Emperor ran the Empire through contentious committee meetings at which civil, military
and religious policies were debated.

attila the hun primary sources: The CRB Commodity Yearbook 2005 Commodity Research
Bureau, 2007-06-30 Dubbed the bible by market analysts and traders since 1939, The CRB
Commodity Yearbook provides indispensable information on over 100 domestic and international
commodities. The Yearbook includes seasonal patterns and historical data, pricing and trading
patterns on a monthly and annual basis, and more than 1,000 charts, tables, and graphs covering
production/consumption, supply and demand patterns, and trading highlights. Gathered from
government reports, private industry, and trade and industry associations, the data is compiled by
the Commodity Research Bureau for this indispensible report. You?ll find: Worldwide supply/demand
and production/consumption data for all the basic commodities and futures markets -- from
A(luminum) to Z(inc), including all the major markets in interest rates, currencies, energy, and stock
index futures. Over 900 tables, graphs, and price charts of historical data, many of which show price
history dating back to 1900. A fact-filled CD-ROM featuring valuable commodity information in an
easy-to-use electronic format. Concise introductory articles that describe the salient features of each
commodity and help put the quantitative information in perspective. Articles by prominent
professionals on key markets and important issues, including several by CRB Chief Economist,
Richard W. Asplund: ?Major Commodity Bull Market Continues in 2004, U.S. Economy in 2004
Shows Strong Growth, World Economy in 2004 Shows Improvement, and China Continues to Drive
Global Commodity Prices. Order your copy today! Note: CD-ROM/DVD and other supplementary
materials are not included as part of eBook file.

attila the hun primary sources: The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire Edward Gibbon, 2008-01-01 The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire is
Edward Gibbon's magnum opus, written and published over a 13-year period beginning in 1776. It
not only chronicles the events of the downfall starting with the end of the rule of Marcus Aurelius,
but proposes a theory as to why Rome collapsed: the populace, Gibbon theorizes, lost its moral
fortitude, its militaristic will, and its sense of civic duty. History is considered a classic in world
literature, and Gibbon is sometimes called the first modern historian for his insistence upon using
primary sources for his research. Many scholars today still use his highly regarded work as
reference. In this third of seven volumes, readers will find Chapter 25 (Reigns of Jovian and



Valentinian, Division of the Empire) through Chapter 35 (Invasion by Attila), which cover the rules of
Jovian, Valentinian, Valens, Gratian, Theodosius, Arcadius, Honorius, Eutropius, and Valentinian III;
wars in Germany, Britain, Africa, and Persia; the Gothic War in 376; the conversion of Rome; the
revolt of the Goths; the numerous sackings of Rome by the Goths and Charles V; revolutions in Gaul
and Spain; the life of Saint John Chrysostom; the life of Empress Eudocia; the progress of the
Vandals in Africa; and the invasion of the Roman Empire by Attila the Hun. English parliamentarian
and historian EDWARD GIBBON (1737-1794) attended Magdelan College, Oxford for 14 months
before his father sent him to Lausanne, Switzerland, where he continued his education. He
published Essai sur I'tude de la Littrature (1761) and other autobiographical works, including
Mmoire Justificatif pour servir de Rponse I'Expos, etc. de la Cour de France (1779).

attila the hun primary sources: The CRB Commodity Yearbook 2004 Commodity Research
Bureau, 2005-02-08 THE SINGLE MOST COMPREHENSIVE SOURCE OF COMMODITY AND
FUTURES MARKET INFORMATION AVAILABLE Since 1939, professional traders, commercial
hedgers, portfolio managers, and speculators have come to regard The CRB Commodity Yearbook as
the 'bible’ of the industry. Here is a wealth of authoritative data, gathered from government reports,
private industry, and trade and industry associations, all compiled by the Commodity Research
Bureau, the organization of record for the entire commodity industry itself. Absolutely essential for
identifying changing trends in supply and demand and for projecting important price movements,
the Yearbook gives the investor: * Worldwide supply/demand and production/consumption data for
all the basic commodities and futures markets-from A(luminum) to Z(inc), including all the major
markets in interest rates, currencies, energy, and stock index futures * Over 900 tables, graphs, and
price charts of historical data, many of which show price history dating back to 1900 * Fact filled
CD-ROM: As an added bonus to this year's edition, a companion CD-ROM has been included to
provide readers with valuable commodity information in an easy-to-use electronic format * Concise
introductory articles that describe the salient features of each commodity and help put the
quantitative information in perspective * Articles by prominent professionals on key markets and
important issues concerning the commodity industry. The 2004 Yearbook features articles by CRB
Chief Economist, Richard W. Asplund, including: Major Commodity Bull Market Emerges in 2003,
U.S. Economic Surge Drives Global Economic Recovery, Free-Trade Talks Produce Some Successes
but Move from Global to Regional, and China Breaks Out as a Major Player in Global Commodity and
Financial Markets. For anyone dealing in commodities, The CRB Commodity Yearbook 2004 offers
an abundance of valuable information and indispensable guidance for decision-making.

attila the hun primary sources: Identities in Antiquity Joseph Skinner, Vicky Manolopoulou,
Christina Tsouparopoulou, 2025-06-30 Identities in Antiquity is a multi-disciplinary platform for the
synthetic study of ancient identities, set in a more rounded and inclusive notion of antiquity. The
volume showcases methodological and theoretical approaches to the study of ancient identities by
scholars from different disciplinary backgrounds and career stages. In doing so, it promotes a more
holistic approach to the study of ancient identities, facilitating comparisons between different
periods and disciplines and generating new knowledge in the process. Chapters illustrating the
intersecting, multifaceted, and mutable (or else highly immutable) nature of ancient identities
address themes such as ethnicity, race, gender, mobility, religion, and elite and sub-elite identities -
most notably that of the enslaved - in case studies spanning the ancient Mediterranean world and
beyond, from the third millennium BCE until the early Middle Ages. The volume is suitable for
students and scholars working on the Ancient Near East, the Graeco-Roman Worlds, Late Antiquity,
and Byzantium, offering a valuable contribution to the study of past identities and the internal
workings of ancient societies.

attila the hun primary sources: The Well-Trained Mind Susan Wise Bauer, Jessie Wise,
2024-04-02 The classic handbook on home schooling updated for a new generation of parents and
students. Is your child getting lost in the system, becoming bored, losing his or her natural
eagerness to learn? If so, it may be time to take charge of your child’s education by doing it yourself
The Well-Trained Mind will instruct you, step by step, on how to give your child an academically



rigorous, comprehensive education from preschool through high school—one that will train him or
her to read, to think, to understand, to be well-rounded and curious about learning. Veteran home
educator Susan Wise Bauer outlines the classical pattern of education called the trivium, which
organizes learning around the maturing capacity of the child’s mind and comprises three stages: the
elementary school “grammar stage,” when the building blocks of information are absorbed through
memorization and rules; the middle school “logic stage,” in which the student begins to think more
analytically; and the high-school “rhetoric stage,” where the student learns to write and speak with
force and originality. Using this theory as your model, you’ll be able to instruct your child—whether
full-time or as a supplement to classroom education—in all levels of reading, writing, history,
geography, mathematics, science, foreign languages, rhetoric, logic, art, and music, regardless of
your own aptitude in those subjects. A new optional Resource Recommendations Portal provides
subscribers with curated lists of the best curricula for every grade level and learning style.
Thousands of parents have already used the methods described in The Well-Trained Mind to create a
truly superior education for children in their care. You do have control over what and how your child
learns. The Well-Trained Mind will give you the tools you’ll need to teach your child with confidence
and success.

attila the hun primary sources: Roman Senate Authority Michael Davis, Al, 2025-05-03
Roman Senate Authority explores the Roman Senate's pivotal, yet often debated, role in Roman
governance, from the late Republic to the late Empire. This book investigates whether the Senate
was a genuine partner in power with the emperors or merely a symbolic entity. It examines the
Senate's internal procedures, legislative and judicial capacities, and its complex relationship with
the emperor, revealing the evolving power dynamics within the Roman state. The book illuminates
how the Senate, despite the rise of imperial authority, maintained significant influence, shaped by
factors like the prevailing political climate and the Senate's own assertiveness. The book argues
against simplistic views of imperial dominance by presenting a more nuanced depiction of shared
power. For example, the Senate's ability to enact laws and administer provinces demonstrates its
active role in governance. By analyzing senatorial decrees and historical events, the book shows how
the Senate cooperated with, and at times subtly manipulated, emperors. Beginning with the Senate's
composition and internal procedures, the book progresses to its legislative and judicial functions,
ultimately assessing its gradual decline and legacy. Utilizing primary sources like senatorial decrees
and writings from historians like Tacitus, alongside modern scholarship, the book offers a unique
perspective on the Senate as an active agent in Roman history. This analysis provides insights into
political institutions, power dynamics, and checks and balances, relevant not only to students of
Roman history, political science, and legal history but also to those interested in the broader
implications for modern political systems.

attila the hun primary sources: Roman Emperor Zeno Peter Crawford, 2019-02-28 “A very
useful read for anyone interested in the Later Roman Empire, the fall of the Western Empire, and
the emergence of the Byzantine State.” —The NYMAS Review Peter Crawford examines the life and
career of the fifth-century Roman emperor Zeno and the various problems he faced before and
during his seventeen-year rule. Despite its length, his reign has hitherto been somewhat overlooked
as being just a part of that gap between the Theodosian and Justinianic dynasties of the Eastern
Roman Empire which is comparatively poorly furnished with historical sources. Reputedly brought in
as a counterbalance to the generals who had dominated Constantinopolitan politics at the end of the
Theodosian dynasty, the Isaurian Zeno quickly had to prove himself adept at dealing with the harsh
realities of imperial power. Zeno’s life and reign is littered with conflict and politicking with various
groups—the enmity of both sides of his family; dealing with the fallout of the collapse of the Empire
of Attila in Europe, especially the increasingly independent tribal groups established on the frontiers
of, and even within, imperial territory; the end of the Western Empire; and the continuing religious
strife within the Roman world. As a result, his reign was an eventful and significant one that
deserves this long-overdue spotlight. “Crawford’s work on the life and reign of Zeno is a good
introduction for a general audience to the complexities of the late fifth-century Roman Empire,



telling a series of long and complex stories compellingly in a traditional fashion.” —Bryn Mawr
Classical Review

attila the hun primary sources: The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church Andrew
Louth, 2022-02-17 Uniquely authoritative and wide-ranging in its scope, The Oxford Dictionary of
the Christian Church is the indispensable reference work on all aspects of the Christian Church. It
contains over 6,500 cross-referenced A-Z entries, and offers unrivalled coverage of all aspects of this
vast and often complex subject, from theology; churches and denominations; patristic scholarship;
and the bible; to the church calendar and its organization; popes; archbishops; other church leaders;
saints; and mystics. In this new edition, great efforts have been made to increase and strengthen
coverage of non-Anglican denominations (for example non-Western European Christianity), as well
as broadening the focus on Christianity and the history of churches in areas beyond Western Europe.
In particular, there have been extensive additions with regards to the Christian Church in Asia,
Africa, Latin America, North America, and Australasia. Significant updates have also been included
on topics such as liturgy, Canon Law, recent international developments, non-Anglican missionary
activity, and the increasingly important area of moral and pastoral theology, among many others.
Since its first appearance in 1957, the ODCC has established itself as an essential resource for
ordinands, clergy, and members of religious orders, and an invaluable tool for academics, teachers,
and students of church history and theology, as well as for the general reader.

attila the hun primary sources: The Roman Empire James W. Ermatinger, 2018-05-01
Covering material from the time of Julius Caesar to the sack of Rome, this topically arranged
reference set provides substantive entries on people, cities, government, institutions, military
developments, material culture, and other topics related to the Roman Empire. The Roman Empire
was one of the greatest and most influential forces of the ancient world, and many of its
achievements endure in one form or another to this day. Because of its geographic breadth, cultural
diversity, and overall complexity, it is also one of the most difficult organizations to understand. This
book focuses on the Roman Empire from the time of Julius Caesar to the sack of Rome. While most
references on the Roman world provide a series of alphabetically arranged entries, this work is
organized in broad topical chapters on government and politics, administration, individuals, groups
and organizations, places, events, military developments, and objects and artifacts. Each section
provides 20 to 30 substantive entries along with an overview essay. The work also provides a
selection of primary source documents and closes with a bibliography of important print and
electronic resources.
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