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What Language Is Spoken in Eritrea? Exploring the Linguistic Landscape of the Horn of
Africa

what language is spoken in eritrea is a fascinating question that opens the door to
understanding the rich cultural tapestry of this East African nation. Eritrea, nestled along
the Red Sea coast, is a country with a diverse population and a variety of languages that
reflect its complex history and ethnic mosaic. If you’re curious about the languages spoken
in Eritrea, you’re in the right place to explore how language shapes identity,
communication, and culture in this unique corner of Africa.

The Linguistic Diversity of Eritrea

Eritrea is home to multiple ethnic groups, each with its own language and dialects. Unlike
many countries that have one or two dominant languages, Eritrea’s linguistic scene is
notably diverse. This diversity is a reflection of the country’s multi-ethnic population, which
includes Tigrinya, Tigre, Saho, Afar, Bilen, and several other communities.

Major Languages Spoken in Eritrea

When exploring what language is spoken in Eritrea, it’s essential to highlight the primary
languages that serve as the main communication tools across the country:

Tigrinya: Spoken by the Tigrinya people, this Semitic language is the most widely
spoken in Eritrea. It serves as a lingua franca in many urban areas and is used in
government, media, and education.

Tigre: Another Semitic language, Tigre is spoken mainly by the Tigre people in the
western and northern parts of Eritrea. It shares similarities with Tigrinya but is distinct
enough to be considered a separate language.

Arabic: Arabic has a significant presence in Eritrea due to historical ties and its role
as a liturgical language in Islam. It is also one of the recognized working languages in
Eritrea.

English: English plays an important role as a language of education and international
communication in Eritrea. It is widely taught in schools and used in official contexts.



Other Indigenous Languages

Apart from the major languages, Eritrea is home to several other indigenous languages,
often spoken by smaller ethnic groups:

Saho: Spoken by the Saho people in the southern and southeastern regions.

Afar: Used by the Afar ethnic group, primarily in the southern parts bordering Djibouti
and Ethiopia.

Bilen: Found mostly around the central region near the town of Keren.

Kunama and Nara: Languages spoken by smaller communities in the western
lowlands.

These languages are typically oral and have limited written literature, but they are vital to
the cultural identity of their speakers.

The Role of Official Languages in Eritrea

Unlike some countries that designate a single official language, Eritrea’s approach to
language policy is somewhat unique. The government recognizes multiple working
languages to accommodate its diverse population.

Multi-Lingual Official Status

Eritrea does not have an official language designated by its constitution. Instead, it
embraces a policy that gives equal status to several languages, including Tigrinya, Arabic,
and English, particularly in government and education.

This multilingual policy reflects the country’s respect for its ethnic diversity and attempts to
foster unity while preserving cultural heritage. For instance, Tigrinya and Arabic are
prominently used in administration, media, and schools, while English is the primary
medium of instruction in secondary and higher education.

Language in Education

In Eritrea’s education system, language plays a critical role in shaping learning experiences.
Primary education often uses mother tongue instruction, meaning children learn in the
language of their ethnic group where possible. This approach helps improve comprehension
and retention.



At higher levels, English becomes the dominant language, especially in subjects like science
and technology. Arabic is also taught, particularly for students from Muslim backgrounds or
those interested in the language’s religious and cultural significance.

Historical and Cultural Influences on Language in
Eritrea

Understanding what language is spoken in Eritrea requires a glance at the country’s rich
history, which has shaped the linguistic landscape over centuries.

Colonial Legacy

Eritrea was colonized by Italy in the late 19th century, and Italian influence remains visible
in some aspects of the country’s language and culture, although Italian is no longer widely
spoken as a first language. During the colonial period, Italian was the language of
administration and education, but after Eritrea gained independence, the focus shifted to
indigenous languages and English.

Religious and Trade Connections

Arabic’s presence in Eritrea is tied to centuries of trade across the Red Sea and religious
ties with the Arab world. Many Eritreans are Muslim, and Arabic serves not only as a
religious language but also as a bridge to regional neighbors.

Similarly, the Christian population, predominantly from the Tigrinya ethnic group, uses
Ge’ez script for liturgical purposes—a script related to the languages spoken, particularly
Tigrinya. This religious and cultural heritage deeply influences language use in Eritrea.

Dialects and Variations Within Eritrean
Languages

Languages like Tigrinya and Tigre are not monolithic; within these languages, there are
several dialects shaped by geography and community.

Dialects of Tigrinya

Tigrinya varies slightly across regions, with differences in pronunciation, vocabulary, and
idiomatic expressions. These dialectal differences enrich the language and reflect the
diverse experiences of Eritrean communities living in highlands and urban centers.



Tigre Language Variants

Similarly, Tigre has multiple dialects spoken in different parts of Eritrea. While mutually
intelligible, these variations highlight the adaptability of the language to different cultural
contexts.

The Future of Language in Eritrea

Eritrea’s linguistic environment continues to evolve. With globalization and increased
access to the internet, languages like English are gaining more influence, especially among
the youth.

Preserving Indigenous Languages

Efforts to preserve Eritrea’s indigenous languages are important for maintaining cultural
diversity. Community initiatives and academic research focus on documenting these
languages, promoting literacy, and encouraging their use in daily life.

Language and National Identity

Language remains a powerful force in Eritrea’s national identity. The coexistence of
multiple languages symbolizes the country’s pluralistic society, and the government’s
inclusive language policy helps foster a sense of unity amid diversity.

For travelers and those interested in Eritrea, understanding the language dynamics offers a
window into the country’s soul. Whether you hear Tigrinya spoken on the streets of Asmara,
Arabic prayers in mosques, or English in schools, each language tells a story about Eritrea’s
past, present, and future.

---

Exploring what language is spoken in Eritrea reveals more than just words; it uncovers a
rich cultural mosaic shaped by history, geography, and the resilience of its people. Whether
you’re planning a visit or simply intrigued by the Horn of Africa, Eritrea’s linguistic diversity
is a testament to the country’s vibrant heritage and dynamic society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language of Eritrea?
Eritrea does not have an official language, but Tigrinya, Arabic, and English are widely used
in government and education.



Which languages are most commonly spoken in Eritrea?
The most commonly spoken languages in Eritrea are Tigrinya, Tigre, and Arabic, along with
several other indigenous languages.

Is English widely spoken in Eritrea?
English is used as a working language in Eritrea, especially in education and official
documents, but it is not a primary spoken language.

Do Eritreans speak Arabic?
Yes, Arabic is one of the major languages spoken in Eritrea, particularly among the Muslim
population.

Are there multiple languages spoken across different
regions in Eritrea?
Yes, Eritrea is linguistically diverse, with languages like Tigrinya spoken mainly in the
highlands and Tigre in the western lowlands.

What language do Eritrean schools primarily use for
instruction?
Eritrean schools primarily use Tigrinya, Arabic, and English for instruction, depending on the
region and educational level.

How many languages are spoken in Eritrea?
Eritrea is home to about nine recognized languages, including Tigrinya, Tigre, Afar, Saho,
and Arabic.

Additional Resources
**What Language Is Spoken in Eritrea? An In-Depth Linguistic Exploration**

what language is spoken in eritrea is a question that invites a complex and
multifaceted answer. Eritrea, a nation located in the Horn of Africa, is characterized by its
rich cultural diversity and intricate linguistic landscape. Unlike countries with a singular
official language, Eritrea hosts a variety of languages that reflect its diverse ethnic groups,
historical influences, and social dynamics. Understanding the languages spoken in Eritrea
requires delving into its history, ethnic composition, and current sociolinguistic policies.



The Linguistic Landscape of Eritrea

Eritrea is home to several ethnic groups, each with distinct languages and dialects. The
linguistic environment is not dominated by any single language but is instead a tapestry of
several tongues that coexist. The main languages spoken in Eritrea can be broadly
classified into Afro-Asiatic and Nilo-Saharan language families, with the former being
predominant.

Major Languages Spoken in Eritrea

The primary languages spoken in Eritrea include Tigrinya, Tigre, and Arabic, each
associated with different ethnic groups and regions within the country.

- Tigrinya: Spoken by approximately 55% of the population, Tigrinya is the most widely
used language in Eritrea. It belongs to the Semitic branch of the Afro-Asiatic family and
serves as a lingua franca for many Eritreans, especially in the highland regions. Tigrinya
uses the Ge'ez script, an ancient writing system also used in Ethiopia.

- Tigre: Tigre is spoken by about 30% of the population, primarily by the Tigre people
residing in the western and northern lowlands. Like Tigrinya, Tigre is a Semitic language but
differs significantly in phonology and vocabulary. It is mainly an oral language with limited
written literature.

- Arabic: Arabic holds a unique place in Eritrea due to historical trade, religion, and regional
connectivity. It is widely used in commerce and religious contexts, especially among the
Muslim communities along the coast. Additionally, Modern Standard Arabic is taught in
schools and used in media, contributing to its official status.

Other Languages and Dialects

Beyond the major languages, Eritrea is home to several other languages that reflect its
ethnic mosaic:

- Saho: Spoken by the Saho people mainly in the southeastern regions, Saho belongs to the
Cushitic branch of the Afro-Asiatic family.

- Bilen: This language is used by the Bilen ethnic group located around the city of Keren. It
is part of the Cushitic languages but distinct from Saho.

- Kunama: A Nilo-Saharan language spoken by the Kunama people in the southwestern
part of Eritrea.

- Nara: Another Nilo-Saharan language, Nara is spoken by the Nara people in the western
lowlands.

Each of these languages contributes to the vibrant linguistic panorama of Eritrea,



highlighting the country's ethnic and cultural heterogeneity.

Official Language Policies and Sociolinguistic
Context

Eritrea’s approach to language is unique in that it does not designate a single official
language at the national level. Instead, it recognizes multiple working languages to
accommodate its diverse population. The government promotes the use of Tigrinya, Arabic,
and English as the principal languages for official communication, education, and media.

The Role of Tigrinya and Arabic

Tigrinya’s dominance in daily life and administration stems from the fact that the majority
of Eritreans speak it as a first or second language. It is the medium of instruction in primary
education in many regions and is widely used in government offices.

Arabic, meanwhile, reflects Eritrea’s historical connections with the Arab world and its
religious diversity. It is especially prevalent in Islamic education and media broadcasting.
The Eritrean constitution, ratified in 1997 but not fully implemented, recognizes the
importance of Arabic alongside Tigrinya.

English as a Link Language

English plays a critical role in Eritrea’s educational system and international relations. It is
the primary language of instruction in secondary schools and universities, positioning it as a
key language for upward mobility and global engagement. This multilingual policy
underscores Eritrea’s strategic balancing act between local languages and global lingua
francas.

Comparative Linguistic Features

The languages spoken in Eritrea exhibit interesting linguistic features worth noting, which
also affect communication and education.

- Script and Writing Systems: Tigrinya and Tigre use the Ge'ez script, whereas Arabic
utilizes the Arabic script. Languages like Kunama and Nara traditionally rely on oral
transmission, although efforts have been made to develop writing systems.

- Language Families: The coexistence of Afro-Asiatic (Semitic and Cushitic) and Nilo-
Saharan languages in Eritrea makes it a linguistic crossroads. This diversity influences
vocabulary borrowing and phonetic variations.



- Multilingualism: Most Eritreans are multilingual, often fluent in their ethnic language,
Tigrinya or Tigre, Arabic, and English to varying degrees. This multilingual proficiency
facilitates social cohesion and economic activity.

Challenges and Opportunities in Language Use

The multiplicity of languages in Eritrea presents both challenges and opportunities:

Educational Challenges: The absence of a unified national language policy
complicates curriculum development and literacy programs, especially for minority
languages.

Cultural Preservation: Minority languages like Kunama and Nara face risks of
decline without adequate institutional support.

Social Integration: Multilingualism fosters interethnic communication but also
requires constant negotiation of linguistic identities.

Economic Prospects: Proficiency in English and Arabic enhances Eritrea’s trade and
diplomatic relations, positioning language skills as economic assets.

What Language Is Spoken in Eritrea: A Reflection
of Identity and History

The question of what language is spoken in Eritrea cannot be answered by a simple
enumeration of tongues. Instead, it reflects the nation's historical trajectories, ethnic
diversity, and political realities. Eritrea’s language situation is a testament to its position as
a cultural and linguistic bridge between Africa and the Arab world.

The coexistence of several languages, alongside efforts to promote multilingual education
and communication, demonstrates Eritrea’s commitment to inclusivity and cultural pride.
As the country continues to navigate its post-independence identity, language remains a
central element shaping its social fabric and international standing.

In sum, understanding what language is spoken in Eritrea offers valuable insights into the
nation’s complexity and resilience. The interplay between Tigrinya, Tigre, Arabic, and other
indigenous languages encapsulates a dynamic linguistic ecosystem that continues to
evolve in response to internal diversity and external influences.



What Language Is Spoken In Eritrea

  what language is spoken in eritrea: Eritrea Mussie Tesfagiorgis G. Ph.D., 2010-10-29 This
authoritative overview serves as a comprehensive resource on Eritrea's history, politics, economy,
society, and culture. Located in eastern Africa, bordering the Red Sea between Djibouti and Sudan,
Eritrea is a poor but developing East African country, the capital of which is Asmara. Formerly a
province of Ethiopia, Eritrea became independent on May 24, 1993, following a 30-year struggle that
culminated in a referendum vote for independence. Written materials on most aspects of Eritrean
history and culture are quite scarce. Eritrea fills that gap with an exhaustive, thematically organized
overview. It examines Eritrean geography, the history of Eritrea since the ancient period, and the
government, politics, economy, society, cultures, and people of the modern nation. Though based
largely on the documentary record, the book also recognizes the value of oral history among the
people of Eritrea and incorporates that history as well. Leading sources are quoted at length to
provide analysis and perspective.
  what language is spoken in eritrea: Introduction to Eritrea Gilad James, PhD, Eritrea is a
northeast African country shares its borders with Sudan to the west, Ethiopia to the south, and
Djibouti to the southeast. It also has a coastline along the Red Sea. The country has a population of
over 5 million and its capital is Asmara. The official language of Eritrea is Tigrinya, but Arabic and
English are also widely spoken. The country is known for its history of colonization and struggle for
independence, as well as its diverse ethnic groups and unique culture. Eritrea has a developing
economy, with agriculture and mining being the main sectors. Its government is a presidential
republic with a single-party system. Eritrea has a long and complex history, with colonization
beginning with Italy in the late 1800s. The country was later occupied by Britain after World War II
and then annexed by Ethiopia in 1962. Eritrea gained its independence in 1993 after a 30-year war
for independence from Ethiopia. Since then, the country has faced various challenges, including
ongoing border disputes with Ethiopia and criticism for its lack of political freedoms and human
rights abuses. However, the country has also made progress in areas such as healthcare and
education. Despite economic and political challenges, Eritrea remains a resilient and culturally
diverse nation.
  what language is spoken in eritrea: Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics ,
2005-11-24 The first edition of ELL (1993, Ron Asher, Editor) was hailed as the field's standard
reference work for a generation. Now the all-new second edition matches ELL's comprehensiveness
and high quality, expanded for a new generation, while being the first encyclopedia to really exploit
the multimedia potential of linguistics. * The most authoritative, up-to-date, comprehensive, and
international reference source in its field * An entirely new work, with new editors, new authors,
new topics and newly commissioned articles with a handful of classic articles * The first
Encyclopedia to exploit the multimedia potential of linguistics through the online edition *
Ground-breaking and International in scope and approach * Alphabetically arranged with extensive
cross-referencing * Available in print and online, priced separately. The online version will include
updates as subjects develop ELL2 includes: * c. 7,500,000 words * c. 11,000 pages * c. 3,000 articles
* c. 1,500 figures: 130 halftones and 150 colour * Supplementary audio, video and text files online *
c. 3,500 glossary definitions * c. 39,000 references * Extensive list of commonly used abbreviations *
List of languages of the world (including information on no. of speakers, language family, etc.) *
Approximately 700 biographical entries (now includes contemporary linguists) * 200 language maps
in print and online Also available online via ScienceDirect – featuring extensive browsing, searching,
and internal cross-referencing between articles in the work, plus dynamic linking to journal articles
and abstract databases, making navigation flexible and easy. For more information, pricing options
and availability visit www.info.sciencedirect.com. The first Encyclopedia to exploit the multimedia
potential of linguistics Ground-breaking in scope - wider than any predecessor An invaluable
resource for researchers, academics, students and professionals in the fields of: linguistics,

http://www.killa-beez.com/archive-th-116/what-language-is-spoken-in-eritrea.pdf


anthropology, education, psychology, language acquisition, language pathology, cognitive science,
sociology, the law, the media, medicine & computer science. The most authoritative, up-to-date,
comprehensive, and international reference source in its field
  what language is spoken in eritrea: Language and National Identity in Africa Andrew
Simpson, 2008-02-07 This book focuses on language, culture, and national identity in Africa. Leading
specialists examine countries in every part of the continent - Egypt, Morocco, Sudan, Senegal, Mali,
Sierra Leone, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Kenya, Tanzania, Zanbia, South Africa,
and the nations of the Horn, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Djibouti, and Somalia. Each chapter describes and
examines the country's linguistic and political history and the relation of its languages to national,
ethnic, and cultural identities, and assesses the relative status of majority and minority languages
and the role of language in ethnic conflict. Of the book's authors, fifteen are from Africa and seven
from Europe and the USA. Jargon-free, fully referenced, and illustrated with seventeen maps, this
book will be of value to a wide range of readers in linguistics, politics, history, sociology, and
anthropology. It will interest everyone wishing to understand the dynamic interactions between
language and politics in Africa, in the past and now.
  what language is spoken in eritrea: The Oxford Handbook of Ethiopian Languages
Ronny Meyer, Bedilu Wakjira, Zelealem Leyew, 2023-05-04 This handbook provides a comprehensive
account of the languages spoken in Ethiopia, exploring both their structures and features and their
function and use in society. The first part of the volume provides background and general
information relating to Ethiopian languages, including their demographic distribution and
classification, language policy, scripts and writing, and language endangerment. Subsequent parts
are dedicated to the four major language families in Ethiopia - Cushitic, Ethiosemitic, Nilo-Saharan,
and Omotic - and contain studies of individual languages, with an initial introductory overview
chapter in each part. Both major and less-documented languages are included, ranging from
Amharic and Oromo to Zay, Gawwada, and Yemsa. The final part explores languages that are outside
of those four families, namely Ethiopian Sign Language, Ethiopian English, and Arabic. With its
international team of senior researchers and junior scholars, The Oxford Handbook of Ethiopian
Languages will appeal to anyone interested in the languages of the region and in African linguistics
more broadly.
  what language is spoken in eritrea: Sociolinguistics / Soziolinguistik. Volume 3 Ulrich
Ammon, Norbert Dittmar, Klaus J. Mattheier, Peter Trudgill, 2008-07-14 No detailed description
available for SOCIOLINGUISTICS (AMMON) 3.TLBD HSK 3.3 2A E-BOOK.
  what language is spoken in eritrea: A History of African Linguistics H. Ekkehard Wolff,
2019-06-13 The first global history of African linguistics as an emerging autonomous academic
discipline, covering Africa, the Americas, Asia, Australia, and Europe.
  what language is spoken in eritrea: Contemporary Issues and U.S. National Security
Interests in Africa South of the Sahara , 1985
  what language is spoken in eritrea: Education in East and Central Africa Charl Wolhuter,
2014-06-26 Education in East and Central Africa is a comprehensive critical reference guide to
education in the region. With chapters written by an international team of leading regional
education experts, the book explores the education systems of Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya,
Somalia, South Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, Angola, Burundi, the Central African Republic,
the Democratic Republic of Congo, Equatorial Guinea and Sao Tome, Gabon, the Republic of Congo
and Rwanda. The book critically examines the regional development of education provision in each
country as well as recent reforms and global contexts. Including a comparative introduction to the
issues facing education in the region as a whole and guides to available online datasets, this
handbook is an essential reference for researchers, scholars, international agencies and
policy-makers at all levels.
  what language is spoken in eritrea: Mai Weini, a Highland Village in Eritrea Kjetil
Tronvoll, 1998 Written by the first anthropologist to enter Eritrea after the war, this study is an
ethnographic account which explores the social organisation of a remote Tigrayan-speaking highland



community and the livelihood of its peasants.
  what language is spoken in eritrea: The Semitic Languages John Huehnergard, Na’ama
Pat-El, 2019-02-18 The Semitic Languages presents a comprehensive survey of the individual
languages and language clusters within this language family, from their origins in antiquity to their
present-day forms. This second edition has been fully revised, with new chapters and a wealth of
additional material. New features include the following: • new introductory chapters on
Proto-Semitic grammar and Semitic linguistic typology • an additional chapter on the place of
Semitic as a subgroup of Afro-Asiatic, and several chapters on modern forms of Arabic, Aramaic and
Ethiopian Semitic • text samples of each individual language, transcribed into the International
Phonetic Alphabet, with standard linguistic word-by-word glossing as well as translation • new maps
and tables present information visually for easy reference. This unique resource is the ideal
reference for advanced undergraduate and postgraduate students of linguistics and language. It will
be of interest to researchers and anyone with an interest in historical linguistics, linguistic typology,
linguistic anthropology and language development.
  what language is spoken in eritrea: On the Margins of Nations: Endangered Languages
and Linguistic Rights Foundation for Endangered Languages. Conference, Joan A. Argenter, R.
McKenna Brown, 2004-01-01
  what language is spoken in eritrea: Milestones in the History of Islam in Eritrea Ismael
Ibrahim Mukhtar, 2023 Milestones in the History of Islam in Eritrea is an attempt to explore the key
markers of the Eritrean Islamic history. The book surveys the impacts of the early Muslim migrants,
the rise of the Dahlak Sultanate, the aftereffects of the advances of Imam Ahmed Gragn, the
Ottoman conquest, the emergence of the semi-autonomous Naib dynasty and the spread of Islam
among the Beja tribes. The book also discusses the pivotal roles of the religious families and Sufi
orders, the effects of King Yohannes IV forced conversion edict and the colonial occupation. It
concludes with a discussion on the rise of Islamic institutions and the adverse impacts of the
dissolution of the UN Federal Act.
  what language is spoken in eritrea: Black Athena: The linguistic evidence Martin Bernal,
1987
  what language is spoken in eritrea: Time: Language, Cognition & Reality Kasia M. Jaszczolt,
Louis de Saussure, 2013-05-02 This book considers linguistic and mental representations of time.
Prominent linguists and philosophers from all over the world examine and report on recent work on
the representation of temporal reference; the interaction of the temporal information from tense,
aspect, modality, temporal adverbials, and context; and the representation of the temporal relations
between events and states, as well as between facts, propositions, sentences, and utterances. They
link this to current research on the cognitive processing of temporal reference, linguistic and
philosophical semantics, psychology, and anthropology. The book is divided into three parts: Time,
Tense, and Temporal Reference in Discourse; Time and Modality; and Cognition and Metaphysics of
Time. It will interest scholars and advanced students of time and temporal reference in linguistics,
philosophy, anthropology, psychology, and cognitive science.
  what language is spoken in eritrea: Area Handbook for Ethiopia American University
(Washington, D.C.). Foreign Areas Studies Division, George Arthur Lipsky, 1964
  what language is spoken in eritrea: Handbook of Literacy in Africa R. Malatesha Joshi,
Catherine A. McBride, Bestern Kaani, Gad Elbeheri, 2023-07-28 This volume highlights the
shortcomings concerning literacy development in Africa and collates the current available literature
based on empirical research in various countries in a coherent manner. Further emphasized is how
the current research can guide practical information to improve the literacy situation in Africa. The
research studies will encompass various fields such as linguistics, neurosciences, and education and
will provide future research directions and instructional recommendations to improve the literacy
situation in Africa.
  what language is spoken in eritrea: Eritrea and Ethiopia Amare Tekle, 1994 Essays
addressing the prospects and problems in the process of creating a single, integrated community in



the Horn of Africa.
  what language is spoken in eritrea: The Slave Trade in Africa Simon Webb, 2023-03-23 Is it
true that the trans-Atlantic slave trade, about which so much has been heard in recent years, would
have been impossible without the willing and enthusiastic cooperation of African leaders? Slavery
was a common practice in Africa long before the arrival of Europeans, with the trade in black slaves,
who were transported from Africa to America and the islands of the Caribbean, aided by the African
traders who benefited from the arrangement. Even when Europe and America outlawed slavery and
the slave trade, those living in Africa clung tenaciously to the old ways and refused to relinquish
what was, to them, a time-honored custom. Is it for this reason that slavery lingers on in Africa to
this day? In this book, Simon Webb explores the history of slavery in Africa and finds that it was not
necessarily imposed upon the continent by Europeans, but was rather an integral part of many,
perhaps most, cultures. Even when the British deployed their army and navy to try to suppress the
trade in slaves during the nineteenth century, their efforts were largely ineffectual because many
societies saw no reason to give up such an old, useful and profitable system. At a time when the
subject of the trans-Atlantic slave trade is seldom out of the news, this book provides a challenge to
the popularly accepted view of the matter. Nobody reading it will ever view slavery and the slave
trade in quite the same light again.
  what language is spoken in eritrea: An annotated Bibliography of the Semitic languages of
Ethiopia Wolf Leslau, 2021-06-08 No detailed description available for An annotated Bibliography of
the Semitic languages of Ethiopia.
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