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The Last Argument of Kings: Exploring a Warhammer Fantasy Classic

the last argument of kings is a phrase that resonates deeply with fans of
Warhammer Fantasy, evoking the brutal and strategic battles that define this
iconic tabletop game. It’s not just a catchphrase; it represents the very
essence of conflict and power struggles in a richly detailed fantasy
universe. For those curious about the origins, gameplay, and enduring appeal
of The Last Argument of Kings, this article takes you on a comprehensive
journey through its realms.

Understanding The Last Argument of Kings

The Last Argument of Kings is the original title of the first edition of
Warhammer Fantasy Battle, released by Games Workshop in 1983. This game
introduced players to a world where mighty armies clash, and the fate of
kingdoms hinges on tactical prowess and the roll of dice. The phrase itself
is often associated with the idea that when diplomacy fails, war becomes the
final recourse—the last argument a king can make.

This early edition laid the groundwork for what would become a sprawling
franchise encompassing multiple editions, novels, video games, and a vibrant
community of players and hobbyists. The Last Argument of Kings was not merely
a game but a gateway into a dark and fantastical world where strategy meets
imagination.

The Origins and Historical Context

Before delving into the gameplay mechanics, it’s fascinating to explore the
historical context of The Last Argument of Kings. Released in the early
1980s, it arrived at a time when tabletop gaming was gaining momentum, but
few games offered the complexity and narrative depth that Warhammer
introduced.

Games Workshop sought to create a game that combined miniature wargaming with
rich storytelling. The Last Argument of Kings was their answer, featuring
detailed armies, unique races such as High Elves, Dwarfs, and Orcs, and a
lore-rich backdrop that drew inspiration from medieval and mythological
sources. This blend of history, fantasy, and strategic gameplay helped it
stand out in a crowded market.

The Significance of the Title

The phrase “The Last Argument of Kings” is often attributed to Frederick the
Great, the King of Prussia, who reportedly said, “The last argument of kings
is the sword.” This historical nod adds gravitas to the game’s theme: when
all else fails, warfare decides the outcome. This sentiment perfectly
encapsulates the tone of Warhammer’s fantasy setting, where rulers marshal
their armies for decisive battles that determine the fate of their realms.



Gameplay Mechanics of The Last Argument of
Kings

At its core, The Last Argument of Kings is a tabletop wargame using
miniatures to represent armies. Players build and paint their armies, then
battle across a tabletop battlefield using a combination of strategy,
tactics, and luck.

Core Rules and Army Composition

The original rules were straightforward compared to later editions but still
provided depth. Armies consisted of multiple units, each with specific stats
such as movement, weapon skill, strength, and armor. Players took turns
moving units, engaging in combat, and casting spells.

Key features included:

Unit Types: Infantry, cavalry, monsters, and artillery were all part of
the mix, each playing unique tactical roles.

Magic System: Spellcasting was a powerful but risky element, adding
unpredictability to battles.

Combat Resolution: Using dice rolls to determine hits, wounds, and saves
ensured every clash was suspenseful.

Strategic Depth and Player Engagement

While the rules were accessible, mastering The Last Argument of Kings
required understanding unit synergies, terrain advantages, and timing attacks
effectively. This balance of simplicity and strategic depth made it appealing
to both newcomers and seasoned gamers.

The Last Argument of Kings in the Warhammer
Fantasy Universe

Beyond the mechanics, The Last Argument of Kings opened the door to a vast
and immersive fantasy world. The Warhammer Fantasy setting is a dark, gritty
realm filled with political intrigue, ancient magic, and endless warfare.

Factions and Lore

Each army in The Last Argument of Kings came with its own rich backstory. For
example:



The Empire: A human realm inspired by Renaissance Europe, known for
disciplined troops and powerful artillery.

Dwarfs: Masters of metallurgy and engineering, proud warriors with
stubborn resilience.

Orcs & Goblins: Brutal and chaotic tribes driven by a lust for battle.

High Elves: Noble and ancient, skilled in magic and swordsmanship.

This diversity encouraged players to choose factions that matched their
playstyle and storytelling preferences.

Expanding the Narrative

As the game evolved, so did the lore. Campaigns and storylines allowed
players to create ongoing sagas, where the consequences of battles influenced
the fate of entire regions. This narrative depth became a hallmark of
Warhammer Fantasy, giving The Last Argument of Kings a life far beyond the
tabletop.

Collecting and Painting Miniatures

One of the most beloved aspects of The Last Argument of Kings—and Warhammer
in general—is the hobby side of collecting and painting miniatures. For many,
this creative process is as rewarding as the battles themselves.

Getting Started with Miniatures

Beginners often find the prospect of assembling and painting armies exciting
yet daunting. Here are some tips to ease the journey:

Start Small: Begin with a basic starter set or a single unit to practice
assembly and painting techniques.

Use Quality Tools: Invest in good brushes, hobby knives, and paints
designed for miniatures.

Learn Techniques: Explore dry brushing, washing, and layering to bring
miniatures to life.

The Joy of Customization

Painting miniatures allows players to express their creativity, crafting
unique color schemes and converting figures to fit personal narratives. Many
communities and forums share tutorials, galleries, and advice, fostering a



supportive environment for hobbyists.

The Legacy of The Last Argument of Kings

Although The Last Argument of Kings was eventually succeeded by newer
editions of Warhammer Fantasy Battle, its impact remains significant. It set
the foundation for a franchise that continues to thrive, inspiring countless
players worldwide.

Influence on Modern Tabletop Gaming

The Last Argument of Kings helped popularize fantasy wargaming and
established many conventions that persist today, such as army building,
terrain use, and narrative campaigns. Its blend of accessibility and depth
has influenced numerous games across the tabletop hobby.

Community and Competitive Play

From local gaming shops to international tournaments, the spirit of The Last
Argument of Kings lives on. Players gather to test their strategies, share
stories, and celebrate a shared passion for epic battles.

Why The Last Argument of Kings Still Matters

For newcomers and veterans alike, understanding The Last Argument of Kings
offers insights into the roots of Warhammer Fantasy and tabletop gaming
culture. It is a testament to the enduring power of storytelling, strategy,
and community.

Whether you’re a history buff intrigued by its origins, a gamer looking to
explore classic wargaming, or an artist drawn to miniature painting, The Last
Argument of Kings invites you into a world where kings settle disputes not
with words, but with courage and steel.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Last Argument of Kings' in the Warhammer
universe?

'The Last Argument of Kings' is the motto of the Space Marines chapter known
as the Imperial Fists in the Warhammer 40,000 universe, symbolizing their
belief that ultimate resolution is achieved through war and combat.

Which faction uses the phrase 'The Last Argument of



Kings' as their motto?

The Imperial Fists, a loyalist Space Marine Chapter in Warhammer 40,000, use
'The Last Argument of Kings' as their iconic motto.

What does 'The Last Argument of Kings' signify in
Warhammer 40k lore?

It signifies that when all diplomacy and reason fail, war and force are the
final means to resolve conflicts, reflecting the Imperial Fists' martial
philosophy.

Is 'The Last Argument of Kings' associated with any
specific character in Warhammer 40k?

While it is primarily the Imperial Fists' motto, notable characters like
Rogal Dorn, their Primarch, embody the principle behind 'The Last Argument of
Kings.'

How is 'The Last Argument of Kings' reflected in the
gameplay of the Imperial Fists?

Imperial Fists units often excel in defensive tactics and siege warfare,
embodying the idea of using strength and combat as the final solution.

Has 'The Last Argument of Kings' been referenced
outside of Warhammer 40k?

The phrase originates from a historical saying attributed to Frederick the
Great, but in Warhammer 40k it gained renewed popularity as the Imperial
Fists' motto.

What is the historical origin of the phrase 'The Last
Argument of Kings'?

The phrase is believed to have originated from Frederick the Great of
Prussia, implying that war is the ultimate means of settling disputes between
rulers.

Are there any notable artworks or symbols associated
with 'The Last Argument of Kings'?

Yes, the Imperial Fists' iconography often includes clenched fists and siege
imagery, representing strength and the finality of combat as per their motto.

How do fans of Warhammer 40k view 'The Last Argument
of Kings'?

Fans see it as a powerful and fitting motto that encapsulates the grimdark
ethos of the Warhammer 40k universe and the relentless resolve of the
Imperial Fists.



Can 'The Last Argument of Kings' be interpreted
beyond literal warfare?

Yes, it can metaphorically represent any ultimate, decisive action taken when
all other options have failed, emphasizing the seriousness of conflict
resolution.

Additional Resources
The Last Argument of Kings: A Deep Dive into Its Impact and Legacy

the last argument of kings is a phrase that resonates deeply within the
realms of fantasy literature and tabletop gaming, particularly among
enthusiasts of the Warhammer universe. Originating as the subtitle for the
third novel in the acclaimed "Gotrek & Felix" series by William King, the
phrase encapsulates themes of conflict, fate, and the brutal finality of war.
Beyond its literary roots, "The Last Argument of Kings" has grown into a
cultural touchstone, representing not only a pivotal narrative in the
Warhammer Fantasy setting but also influencing game design, fan engagement,
and the broader fantasy genre.

Tracing the Origins and Meaning of "The Last
Argument of Kings"

The phrase "The Last Argument of Kings" is historically attributed to the use
of war as the ultimate tool for resolving disputes between rulers —
essentially, war is the final recourse when diplomacy and negotiation fail.
In the Warhammer Fantasy universe, this concept is vividly embodied in the
ceaseless warfare among various factions vying for supremacy. William King's
novel, published in 1993, brings this adage to life through the adventures of
Gotrek Gurnisson, a Slayer seeking an honorable death in battle, and his
companion Felix Jaeger, a poet and swordsman.

The novel's title is emblematic of the thematic core of the story: that
despite all human endeavors toward peace or understanding, the decisive
resolution often comes through combat. This idea is not just a narrative
motif but also a commentary on the nature of power and sovereignty both
within the fictional setting and in broader historical contexts.

Impact on Warhammer Fantasy and Tabletop Gaming

Expanding the Lore and Narrative Depth

"The Last Argument of Kings" significantly enriched Warhammer Fantasy lore by
deepening the characterization of Gotrek and Felix, two of its most enduring
figures. The novel offers a gritty, realistic portrayal of the grim and
perilous world of the Warhammer Old World, where magic, monsters, and mortal
men collide. This contribution to the narrative tapestry helped cement the
Warhammer Fantasy universe as a complex and immersive setting.



Moreover, the themes explored in the book — honor, sacrifice, and the brutal
cost of war — have been echoed in subsequent games, novels, and expansions,
underlining the phrase's lasting influence on the franchise's storytelling
approach.

Influence on Gameplay Mechanics

Beyond literature, "The Last Argument of Kings" has permeated the Warhammer
tabletop experience. While not directly tied to a specific game mechanic, the
ethos of the phrase has inspired game designers to emphasize the finality and
weight of combat decisions. The Warhammer Fantasy Battles game, in
particular, reflects this through mechanics that simulate the chaos and
gravity of war, encouraging players to consider the strategic consequences of
their moves as if they were indeed wielding the "last argument."

Comparative Significance in Fantasy and
Historical Contexts

When compared to other iconic concepts in fantasy, such as "The Song of Ice
and Fire" or "The Wheel of Time," "The Last Argument of Kings" is distinctive
for its blunt, unvarnished focus on war as the ultimate arbiter. While many
fantasy narratives explore politics and power struggles, this phrase
underscores the inevitability and finality of military conflict as the
decisive factor, offering a stark contrast to tales that prioritize diplomacy
or prophecy.

Historically, the phrase finds parallels in the real-world adage "Ultima
Ratio Regum," Latin for "The Last Argument of Kings," famously inscribed on
cannons during the reign of Louis XIV of France. This historical linkage
enriches the phrase's resonance, connecting the fictional Warhammer universe
to tangible historical themes of monarchic authority and warfare.

Pros and Cons of the Thematic Focus

Pros: Emphasizing war as the conclusive force provides a compelling,
high-stakes backdrop that drives character development and plot
intensity. It also appeals to fans of action-oriented storytelling and
strategic gaming.

Cons: This focus can sometimes overshadow nuanced political or
diplomatic narratives, potentially limiting the exploration of
alternative conflict resolutions within the setting.

The Last Argument of Kings in Contemporary Fan
Culture



The phrase has transcended its original contexts to become a rallying cry and
meme within the Warhammer community. It symbolizes not only the narrative
climax of the Gotrek & Felix saga but also the spirit of the game itself:
gritty, tactical, and unapologetically violent. Fans frequently reference the
phrase in forums, social media, and gaming sessions, demonstrating its
embeddedness in the cultural fabric of the Warhammer fandom.

Additionally, the phrase has inspired numerous fan artworks, cosplay, and
community-driven content, illustrating how a single line can foster a vibrant
subculture around shared appreciation for storytelling and strategic
gameplay.

Merchandising and Branding

Capitalizing on its popularity, Games Workshop and associated publishers have
used "The Last Argument of Kings" as a brand element for merchandise,
including special edition novels, miniatures, and apparel. This commercial
strategy underscores the phrase's marketability and its role in sustaining
fan engagement over decades.

Looking Ahead: Legacy and Evolution

As the Warhammer universe evolves — with new editions, spin-offs like Age of
Sigmar, and multimedia adaptations — the enduring relevance of "The Last
Argument of Kings" remains evident. While the settings and gameplay mechanics
may shift, the thematic core of conflict as the ultimate resolution persists,
reflecting both the origins of the phrase and its narrative power.

In scholarly terms, the phrase invites ongoing analysis of how fantasy worlds
mirror historical realities and human experiences, particularly regarding
power and conflict. It challenges creators and fans alike to consider the
implications of war beyond mere spectacle, delving into its ethical and
existential dimensions.

Ultimately, "The Last Argument of Kings" stands as a testament to the potency
of concise, evocative language in shaping fictional universes and their real-
world communities. It is a phrase that continues to provoke thought, inspire
creativity, and define the contours of a beloved fantasy saga.
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  the last argument of kings: Last Argument Of Kings Joe Abercrombie, 2009-06-18 The end is
coming. Logen Ninefingers might only have one more fight in him - but it's going to be a big one.
Battle rages across the North, the King of the Northmen still stands firm, and there's only one man
who can stop him. His oldest friend, and his oldest enemy. It's past time for the Bloody-Nine to come
home. With too many masters and too little time, Superior Glokta is fighting a different kind of war.
A secret struggle in which no-one is safe, and no-one can be trusted. His days with a sword are far
behind him. It's a good thing blackmail, threats and torture still work well enough. Jezal dan Luthar
has decided that winning glory is far too painful, and turned his back on soldiering for a simple life
with the woman he loves. But love can be painful too, and glory has a nasty habit of creeping up on a

http://www.killa-beez.com/archive-th-116/the-last-argument-of-kings.pdf


man when he least expects it. While the King of the Union lies on his deathbead, the peasants revolt
and the nobles scramble to steal his crown. No-one believes that the shadow of war is falling across
the very heart of the Union. The First of the Magi has a plan to save the world, as he always does.
But there are risks. There is no risk more terrible, after all, than to break the First Law...
  the last argument of kings: Last Argument of Kings Joe Abercrombie, 2018-09-20 The end is
coming. Logen Ninefingers might only have one more fight in him - but it's going to be a big one.
Battle rages across the North, the King of the Northmen still stands firm, and there's only one man
who can stop him. His oldest friend, and his oldest enemy. It's past time for the Bloody-Nine to come
home. With too many masters and too little time, Superior Glokta is fighting a different kind of war.
A secret struggle in which no-one is safe, and no-one can be trusted. His days with a sword are far
behind him. It's a good thing blackmail, threats and torture still work well enough. Jezal dan Luthar
has decided that winning glory is far too painful, and turned his back on soldiering for a simple life
with the woman he loves. But love can be painful too, and glory has a nasty habit of creeping up on a
man when he least expects it. While the King of the Union lies on his deathbead, the peasants revolt
and the nobles scramble to steal his crown. No-one believes that the shadow of war is falling across
the very heart of the Union. The First of the Magi has a plan to save the world, as he always does.
But there are risks. There is no risk more terrible, after all, than to break the First Law...
  the last argument of kings: The Last Revolution Patrick Dillon, 2014-07-31 The last
successful invasion of England; mobs burning Catholic chapels; one king, James, driven from his
palace by night while another, William, rode in at the head of a foreign army; the events of winter
1688 were among the most dramatic in our history. The settlement which followed would place
England decisively on the path to freedom, toleration, parliamentary democracy and empire. Few
moments have done so much to shape this country as the Glorious Revolution. But 1688 would
change England in other ways as well. This was the time of Isaac Newton's scientific breakthroughs
and John Locke's philosophy; the emergence of free market ideas and the end of press censorship.
Closely researched, teeming with dramatic incident and vivid character and weaving political drama
with the lives of scientists and revolutionaries, stockjobbers and refugees, The Last Revolution
paints a vivid canvas of England's last great political struggle and brings to life the revolutionary
world of the late seventeenth century.
  the last argument of kings: The Quakers, from Their Origin Till the Present Time John
Cunningham, 1897
  the last argument of kings: The World's Progress; a Dictionary of Dates George Palmer
Putnam, 1877
  the last argument of kings: Disability, Literature, Genre Ria Cheyne, 2019 This title brings
cultural disability studies and genre fiction studies into dialogue for the first time. Analysing
representations of disability in contemporary science fiction, romance, fantasy, horror, and crime
fiction, it offers new and transformative insights into both the workings of genre and the affective
power of disability.
  the last argument of kings: Neue Methode zur Erlernung der Englischen Sprache W. H.
Woodbury, 1852
  the last argument of kings: Last Argument of Kings Joe Abercrombie, 2008 The King of the
Union lies on his deathbed, the peasants revolt, and the nobles scramble to steal his crown. No one
believes that the shadow of war is about to fall across the heart of the Union. Only the First of the
Magi can save the world, but there are risks.
  the last argument of kings: Woodbury's kurzgefasste englische Grammatik W. H.
Woodbury, 1849
  the last argument of kings: The Edinburgh Review, Or Critical Journal , 1880
  the last argument of kings: The Edinburgh Review , 1879
  the last argument of kings: Japan Weekly Mail , 1882
  the last argument of kings: The American Biblical Repository , 1839
  the last argument of kings: The National Preacher and Village Pulpit , 1855



  the last argument of kings: Station Zero Philip Reeve, 2019-02 After receiving a mysterious
coded message, Zen Starling abandons his life of luxury and, with the help of sentient trains, goes in
search of android Nova, who plans to reawaken the Railmaker.
  the last argument of kings: Aktion Magazine 05: English , 2023-03-07
  the last argument of kings: The meditations of St. Ignatius or, The "Spiritual Exercises"
Expounded Liborio P. SINISCALCHI, 1866
  the last argument of kings: The Living Age , 1845
  the last argument of kings: The American Educational Monthly , 1872
  the last argument of kings: Genreflecting Diana Tixier Herald, Samuel Stavole-Carter,
2019-05-24 Librarians who work with readers will find this well-loved guide to be a treasure trove of
information. With descriptive annotations of thousands of genre titles mapped by genre and
subgenre, this is the readers' advisor's go-to reference. Next to author, genre is the characteristic
that readers use most to select reading material and the most trustworthy consideration for finding
books readers will enjoy. With its detailed classification and pithy descriptions of titles, this book
gives users valuable insights into what makes genre fiction appeal to readers. It is an invaluable aid
for helping readers find books that they will enjoy reading. Providing a handy roadmap to popular
genre literature, this guide helps librarians answer the perennial and often confounding question
What can I read next? Herald and Stavole-Carter briefly describe thousands of popular fiction titles,
classifying them into standard genres such as science fiction, fantasy, romance, historical fiction,
and mystery. Within each genre, titles are broken down into more specific subgenres and themes.
Detailed author, title, and subject indexes provide further access. As in previous editions, the focus
of the guide is on recent releases and perennial reader favorites. In addition to covering new titles,
this edition focuses more narrowly on the core genres and includes basic readers' advisory
principles and techniques.
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