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CPA Exam in Texas: Your Ultimate Guide to Becoming a Certified Public Accountant

cpa exam in texas serves as the gateway for aspiring accountants aiming to establish a professional

career in the Lone Star State. If you’re considering this path, understanding the unique requirements,

procedures, and tips for tackling the CPA exam in Texas can make a significant difference in your

journey. Whether you’re a recent graduate or a working professional eyeing certification, this

comprehensive guide will walk you through everything you need to know about the CPA exam process

in Texas.

Understanding the CPA Exam in Texas

The CPA exam in Texas, like in other states, is administered by the American Institute of Certified

Public Accountants (AICPA) but regulated by the Texas State Board of Public Accountancy (TSBPA).

Passing this exam is pivotal for anyone who wants to become a licensed CPA and practice accounting

professionally within Texas.

What is the CPA Exam?

The CPA exam is a standardized test designed to measure the knowledge and skills necessary for

entry-level CPAs. It covers a wide range of accounting and business topics and consists of four distinct

sections:

Auditing and Attestation (AUD): Focuses on auditing processes, procedures, and standards.



Business Environment and Concepts (BEC): Covers business concepts, economics, and financial

management.

Financial Accounting and Reporting (FAR): Emphasizes financial accounting standards and

reporting practices.

Regulation (REG): Concentrates on ethics, professional responsibilities, federal taxation, and

business law.

Each section tests different skills, including multiple-choice questions, simulations, and written

communication tasks.

Eligibility Requirements for the CPA Exam in Texas

Before you can even sit for the CPA exam in Texas, you need to meet specific academic and

professional prerequisites set by the TSBPA.

Educational Qualifications

Texas requires candidates to have at least 150 semester hours of college credit, which typically

surpasses a standard four-year degree. Most candidates fulfill this through a bachelor’s degree plus

additional coursework or a master’s degree in accounting or a related field.

Important points include:

A bachelor’s degree or higher from an accredited institution.



A minimum of 30 semester hours in accounting courses covering financial accounting, auditing,

taxation, and managerial accounting.

At least 24 semester hours in business-related courses such as finance, business law, and

economics.

Residency and Age

Unlike some states, Texas does not have specific residency requirements to take the CPA exam,

making it accessible to candidates nationwide. There is also no minimum age limit, but candidates

must meet the educational criteria first.

Work Experience Requirements

While work experience isn’t required to sit for the CPA exam in Texas, it is necessary for licensure.

Candidates must complete at least one year (2,000 hours) of relevant accounting experience under the

supervision of a licensed CPA before they can obtain their CPA license.

How to Apply for the CPA Exam in Texas

Navigating the application process is often where many candidates feel overwhelmed. Here’s a

straightforward breakdown of how to apply for the CPA exam in Texas.



Step 1: Submit Your Application

Applications are submitted through the Texas State Board of Public Accountancy’s website. You’ll

need to provide:

Official transcripts verifying your education.

Completed application form including personal details and education history.

Application fee payment (varies, typically around $100).

Step 2: Receive Your Authorization to Test (ATT)

Once your application is approved, the TSBPA will issue your ATT. This document authorizes you to

schedule your exam sections. Keep in mind, the ATT is valid for 18 months from the date of issue, so

plan your testing accordingly to avoid expiration.

Step 3: Schedule Your Exam

You can schedule your exam sections through Prometric testing centers, which are located across

Texas and nationwide. The CPA exam is computer-based and offered year-round, providing flexibility

in timing.



Preparing for the CPA Exam in Texas

Studying for the CPA exam is a marathon, not a sprint. Effective preparation is essential to pass all

four sections.

Choosing the Right Study Materials

Many candidates opt for review courses tailored to the CPA exam in Texas that include video lectures,

practice questions, and simulated exams. Popular CPA review providers include Becker, Wiley

CPAexcel, and Roger CPA Review. Selecting a program that fits your learning style and schedule can

boost your confidence and efficiency.

Study Tips Specific to Texas Candidates

Focus on State-Specific Content: While the CPA exam is mostly uniform, Texas has particular

tax laws and business regulations. Make sure to supplement your study with Texas-specific tax

and business law materials where relevant, especially for the REG section.

Create a Study Schedule: Allocate time for each exam section and stick to your timeline.

Consistency beats cramming.

Use Practice Exams: Simulated tests help you become familiar with the exam format and time

constraints.

Join Study Groups: Collaborating with fellow Texas CPA candidates can provide motivation and

insight.



After Passing the CPA Exam in Texas

Passing the CPA exam is a huge milestone, but it’s just one step toward becoming a licensed CPA in

Texas.

Meeting Experience Requirements

Remember, Texas requires at least one year of qualifying work experience under a licensed CPA. This

experience must be documented and verified through an affidavit submitted to the TSBPA.

Applying for the CPA License

Once you pass all four exam sections and fulfill the experience requirement, you can apply for your

CPA license. This process involves:

Submitting your work experience documentation.

Paying the license application fee.

Completing an ethics exam approved by the TSBPA, if not already done.



Continuing Professional Education (CPE)

After licensure, maintaining your CPA credential in Texas requires completing continuing education

each year. Texas mandates at least 120 hours of CPE every three years, with a minimum of 20 hours

completed annually, including ethics courses.

Practical Advice for CPA Exam Success in Texas

Embarking on the CPA exam journey can be challenging, but a few practical tips can ease the path:

Start Early: Apply for the exam as soon as you meet eligibility to maximize your study time.

Prioritize Tough Sections: Many candidates find FAR the most challenging, so allocate extra

preparation there.

Stay Informed: Rules and requirements occasionally change—regularly check the TSBPA website

for updates.

Wellness Matters: Manage stress through exercise, proper rest, and breaks during study

periods.

The CPA exam in Texas is a rigorous but rewarding endeavor that opens doors to a respected and

lucrative profession. With careful planning, diligent study, and a clear understanding of Texas-specific

requirements, you’ll be well on your way to earning your CPA license and advancing your accounting

career in the vibrant Texan economy.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the eligibility requirements to take the CPA exam in Texas?

To be eligible for the CPA exam in Texas, candidates must have at least 150 semester hours of

college credit, including a bachelor's degree with specific accounting and business coursework as

required by the Texas State Board of Public Accountancy.

How do I apply for the CPA exam in Texas?

You can apply for the CPA exam in Texas by submitting an application through the Texas Ethics

Commission’s online portal along with the required transcripts, education evaluation (if applicable), and

the application fee.

What is the CPA exam format in Texas?

The CPA exam in Texas follows the Uniform CPA Examination format, consisting of four sections:

Auditing and Attestation (AUD), Business Environment and Concepts (BEC), Financial Accounting and

Reporting (FAR), and Regulation (REG). Each section is computer-based and must be passed within

an 18-month rolling window.

Are there any specific Texas state law requirements for CPA licensure

after passing the exam?

Yes, after passing the CPA exam, candidates must complete the Texas-specific ethics exam and fulfill

experience requirements, typically one year of work under a licensed CPA, before obtaining full

licensure.

How much does it cost to take the CPA exam in Texas?

The total cost for the CPA exam in Texas includes the application fee (around $210), exam section

fees (approximately $208.40 per section), and additional fees for services like the ethics exam or



license application, which vary.

Can I take the CPA exam in Texas online or remotely?

As of now, the CPA exam must be taken at one of the authorized Prometric testing centers in Texas

or other approved locations. Remote or online testing options are not available.

What study resources are recommended for the Texas CPA exam?

Popular study resources for the Texas CPA exam include Becker CPA Review, Roger CPA Review,

Wiley CPAexcel, and Gleim CPA Review. Additionally, reviewing Texas-specific rules through the

Texas State Board of Public Accountancy is advised.

Additional Resources

CPA Exam in Texas: Navigating the Path to Licensure

cpa exam in texas represents a critical step for accounting professionals aiming to establish their

credentials in one of the most economically dynamic states in the U.S. Texas, with its diverse

industries ranging from energy to technology and finance, demands a robust accounting workforce,

making the CPA designation highly valuable. Understanding the specific requirements, examination

process, and regulatory environment in Texas is essential for candidates aspiring to join the ranks of

licensed Certified Public Accountants.

Understanding the CPA Exam Framework in Texas

The CPA exam in Texas is governed by the Texas State Board of Public Accountancy (TSBPA), which

sets the standards for education, examination, and experience that candidates must meet to obtain

licensure. Unlike some states that might have unique testing formats or additional requirements, Texas

aligns closely with the Uniform CPA Examination administered by the American Institute of Certified



Public Accountants (AICPA) and managed by the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy

(NASBA). However, Texas maintains its own eligibility criteria and continuing education mandates that

candidates must navigate.

Eligibility Requirements for the CPA Exam in Texas

Before sitting for the exam, candidates must satisfy educational prerequisites set by the TSBPA. Texas

requires candidates to have:

A bachelor’s degree or higher from an accredited institution

A minimum of 150 semester hours of college credit, which often exceeds the standard 120 credit

hours required for a typical bachelor’s degree

At least 30 semester hours in accounting courses, including subjects like financial accounting,

auditing, taxation, and managerial accounting

Additional business-related coursework amounting to 24 semester hours, covering areas such as

business law, economics, finance, and management

These requirements ensure that candidates possess a comprehensive educational foundation before

attempting the CPA exam in Texas. The 150-hour rule aligns with the standards adopted broadly

across the United States, reflecting the complexity and professional responsibility associated with CPA

licensure.



Exam Structure and Content

The CPA exam itself comprises four sections, each designed to test a different aspect of accounting

knowledge and professional skills:

Auditing and Attestation (AUD)1.

Business Environment and Concepts (BEC)2.

Financial Accounting and Reporting (FAR)3.

Regulation (REG)4.

Texas candidates must pass all four sections within an 18-month rolling window to qualify for licensure.

The exam employs a mix of multiple-choice questions, task-based simulations, and written

communication tasks, particularly in the BEC section. This comprehensive format aims to assess not

only technical accounting knowledge but also analytical abilities and ethical judgment.

Licensing Process and Additional Requirements

Passing the CPA exam is a significant milestone but not the final step. The TSBPA mandates

additional requirements that differentiate Texas from some other states.

Experience Requirement



To obtain a CPA license in Texas, candidates must complete at least one year (equivalent to 2,000

hours) of relevant work experience. This experience must be verified by a licensed CPA and can be

gained in public accounting, industry, government, or academia. The practical exposure ensures that

newly licensed CPAs have real-world competence alongside their academic and testing achievements.

Ethics Examination

Apart from the Uniform CPA Exam, Texas requires candidates to pass an ethics exam. This exam

covers professional ethics and standards and is administered by the AICPA’s Professional Ethics

Executive Committee. The ethics component emphasizes the importance of integrity and responsibility

in the accounting profession, reinforcing public trust.

Continuing Professional Education (CPE)

Once licensed, Texas CPAs must adhere to continuing education requirements to maintain their

license. The TSBPA requires 120 hours of CPE every three years, with a minimum of 20 hours each

year. This ongoing education covers updates in accounting standards, tax laws, and ethical practices,

ensuring that professionals remain current in a fast-evolving field.

Comparative Insights: Texas Versus Other States

While the CPA exam is uniform across the United States, each state’s board imposes its own eligibility

and licensing criteria. Texas stands out in several respects:

Education Requirements: The 150 semester hour requirement is standard nationwide, but

Texas’s specific breakdown between accounting and business credits is more prescriptive than



some states, which may have more flexible requirements.

Experience Verification: Texas’s one-year experience rule is typical; however, the requirement

that experience be supervised by a licensed CPA within the state is important to note for

candidates relocating from other jurisdictions.

Ethics Exam: Not all states require a separate ethics exam. Texas’s insistence on this adds a

layer of rigor to the licensing process.

Licensing Fees and Application Process: Texas has competitive fees relative to other states, but

candidates should carefully review the application timelines to avoid delays.

Understanding these nuances can help candidates tailor their preparation and application strategies

accordingly.

Preparation Strategies for Success on the CPA Exam in Texas

Given the complexity and breadth of the CPA exam in Texas, effective preparation is indispensable.

Candidates often adopt a multi-faceted approach:

Educational Programs and Review Courses

Many candidates enroll in CPA review courses designed specifically to address the Texas Board’s

requirements and the exam’s content areas. Providers such as Becker, Roger CPA Review, and Wiley

offer comprehensive study materials, practice exams, and adaptive learning technologies.



Time Management and Study Planning

Successful candidates typically create detailed study schedules that allocate sufficient time to each

exam section, aiming to pass all four parts within the 18-month window. Balancing work, personal

commitments, and exam preparation requires discipline and realistic goal-setting.

Utilizing State-Specific Resources

The TSBPA website provides candidates with valuable resources, including candidate handbooks,

application guidelines, and updates about regulatory changes. Staying informed about deadlines, exam

windows, and procedural updates can prevent administrative setbacks.

Challenges and Opportunities in Passing the CPA Exam in

Texas

While the CPA exam is widely recognized as one of the most challenging professional licensure tests,

Texas candidates face particular considerations:

Diverse Industry Exposure: Texas’s economy offers opportunities for CPAs in energy, technology,

healthcare, and finance, which may influence the practical knowledge candidates need.

Geographic and Demographic Factors: The vast size of Texas means candidates might have

varied access to testing centers or review courses depending on their location.

Regulatory Evolution: Changes in accounting standards, tax laws, and ethical guidelines require

candidates to maintain up-to-date knowledge, especially given Texas’s prominence in industries



affected by federal and state regulations.

Despite these challenges, the demand for CPAs in Texas remains robust, offering rewarding career

prospects for those who navigate the exam and licensing process successfully.

The CPA exam in Texas serves not only as a benchmark of individual competency but also as a

gatekeeper for maintaining the integrity and quality of the accounting profession within the state.

Candidates who thoroughly understand and strategically approach this process position themselves

well for a sustainable and impactful career in accounting.
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