
a nightmare on elm street series

A Deep Dive into the A Nightmare on Elm Street Series: Horror’s Dreamscape Masterpiece

a nightmare on elm street series has long stood as a beacon of horror cinema, captivating audiences

with its unique blend of supernatural terror and psychological thrills. Since its inception in the 1980s,

this series has woven a chilling narrative around one of horror’s most iconic villains, Freddy Krueger,

whose presence in dreams turns sleep into a perilous ordeal. But what makes the A Nightmare on Elm

Street series so enduring and influential? Let’s explore the origins, evolution, and cultural impact of this

groundbreaking horror franchise.

The Birth of a Nightmare: Origins of the Series

The inception of the A Nightmare on Elm Street series traces back to 1984 when director Wes Craven

unleashed a concept that would forever change the horror genre. Inspired by a series of newspaper

articles about mysterious deaths during sleep, Craven created Freddy Krueger, a disfigured killer who

invades dreams to torment and murder teenagers. What set this series apart from other slasher films

of the era was its innovative premise—melding the vulnerability of sleep with supernatural horror.

The first film introduced audiences to Nancy Thompson, a resourceful teenager navigating her

terrifying encounters with Freddy. The blend of real-world settings with the surreal nightmare

sequences created an unsettling atmosphere that kept viewers on edge. The success of the original

film paved the way for a sprawling franchise, comprising sequels, a television series, and even a

reboot.



The Evolution of Freddy Krueger and the Franchise

Freddy Krueger’s character evolved significantly throughout the series, transforming from a terrifying

specter to a more sardonic and darkly humorous figure. This shift added layers to his persona, making

him not just a villain but a cultural icon whose clawed glove and striped sweater are instantly

recognizable.

Sequels and Their Impact

Following the original film, several sequels expanded the lore:

“A Nightmare on Elm Street 2: Freddy’s Revenge” (1985): This sequel delves deeper into

Freddy's ability to possess the living, introducing a psychological thriller element.

“A Nightmare on Elm Street 3: Dream Warriors” (1987): Widely regarded as one of the best in

the series, it reintroduces Nancy and introduces a group of teenagers who learn to control their

dreams to fight Freddy.

“A Nightmare on Elm Street 4: The Dream Master” (1988) and “The Dream Child” (1989):

These films continue to explore dream manipulation and Freddy’s relentless attempts to reclaim

power.

“Freddy’s Dead: The Final Nightmare” (1991): Marketed as the conclusion, this film attempts to

wrap up Freddy's story but left fans wanting more.

“Wes Craven’s New Nightmare” (1994): A meta-horror film that blurs reality and fiction,

featuring actors from the original series and a reimagined Freddy.



Each installment pushed the boundaries of horror, dream logic, and special effects, maintaining fan

interest and keeping Freddy relevant across generations.

The Television Series and Reboot

In the mid-1990s, the franchise expanded into television with “Freddy’s Nightmares,” an anthology

series exploring new stories within the Elm Street universe. Though it didn’t reach the same acclaim

as the films, it helped deepen the mythology.

A 2010 reboot aimed to modernize the story for a new audience, reintroducing Freddy Krueger with a

darker tone and updated visual effects. While the reboot divided fans, it demonstrated the series’

lasting appeal and adaptability.

Why the A Nightmare on Elm Street Series Remains a Horror

Staple

The series’ staying power can be attributed to several factors:

Innovative Storytelling and Themes

Unlike typical slasher films, the A Nightmare on Elm Street series plays with the concept of dreams,

fear, and the subconscious. This allows for creative storytelling where the impossible becomes real,

and the rules of reality bend. The theme of nightmares as a battleground taps into a universal

fear—losing control while vulnerable.



Iconic Villainy and Symbolism

Freddy Krueger is more than just a killer; he represents the inescapable nature of trauma and guilt. His

burnt visage, glove with razor blades, and taunting personality make him a symbol of fear that is both

personal and larger-than-life.

Relatable Characters and Emotional Depth

The series often centers on teenagers dealing with personal struggles, family issues, and the transition

to adulthood. This emotional grounding makes the horror more impactful, as viewers empathize with

characters fighting not only Freddy but their own demons.

Exploring the Dream World: Special Effects and Cinematic

Techniques

One of the trademarks of the A Nightmare on Elm Street series is its inventive use of practical effects

and surreal imagery to depict dreams. From characters walking on walls to morphing environments,

the films employ visual tricks that evoke a dreamlike, often nightmarish atmosphere.

Special effects artists used puppetry, stop-motion animation, and makeup to bring Freddy and his

dreamscapes to life, pushing the boundaries of what was possible at the time. This creativity adds

depth to the films, making the nightmare sequences memorable and visually striking.

Tips for New Viewers

If you’re new to the A Nightmare on Elm Street series, here are some pointers to get the most from



your viewing experience:

Start with the original 1984 film: It sets the tone and introduces essential characters and lore.1.

Watch the sequels in order: This helps you follow the evolution of Freddy and the storyline.2.

Pay attention to dream sequences: They often contain symbolic clues and innovative effects that3.

enrich the story.

Don’t skip “Dream Warriors”: It’s a fan favorite with strong character development and creative4.

dream battles.

Explore behind-the-scenes content: Learning about the making of the films can enhance5.

appreciation for the special effects and storytelling techniques.

The Cultural Legacy of the A Nightmare on Elm Street Series

Beyond its films and television adaptations, the A Nightmare on Elm Street series has permeated pop

culture through merchandise, video games, comic books, and references in music and other movies.

Freddy Krueger’s character has been parodied, celebrated, and analyzed, securing his place as one of

the most recognizable figures in horror history.

The series also influenced a generation of filmmakers and storytellers who saw the potential in

blending psychological horror with supernatural elements. Its impact is evident in numerous modern

horror films that explore dreams, alternate realities, and the power of fear.

Whether you’re a longtime fan or a newcomer, the A Nightmare on Elm Street series offers a rich,



immersive experience that combines scares with smart storytelling. It’s a testament to how horror can

tap into our deepest anxieties and turn them into unforgettable cinematic nightmares.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of the 'A Nightmare on Elm Street' series?

The central theme of the 'A Nightmare on Elm Street' series revolves around the supernatural horror

caused by Freddy Krueger, a vengeful spirit who attacks teenagers in their dreams, blurring the line

between dreams and reality.

Who created the character Freddy Krueger in the 'A Nightmare on Elm

Street' series?

Freddy Krueger was created by Wes Craven, who also directed the original 1984 film.

How many films are there in the original 'A Nightmare on Elm Street'

movie series?

The original 'A Nightmare on Elm Street' series consists of nine films, including the 2010 remake.

What makes Freddy Krueger different from other horror villains?

Freddy Krueger is unique because he attacks his victims in their dreams, which causes real physical

harm in the waking world, making it difficult for his victims to escape him.

Has 'A Nightmare on Elm Street' influenced other horror films or

media?

Yes, 'A Nightmare on Elm Street' has had a significant influence on the horror genre, inspiring

numerous films, television shows, and pop culture references due to its innovative concept and iconic



villain.

Are there any crossover films involving Freddy Krueger?

Yes, Freddy Krueger appears in the crossover film 'Freddy vs. Jason' (2003), where he faces off

against Jason Voorhees from the 'Friday the 13th' series.

What is the significance of Elm Street in the series?

Elm Street is the fictional street where Freddy Krueger's victims live, and it represents the common

ground where the horror unfolds, symbolizing the invasion of safety and innocence.

Has the 'A Nightmare on Elm Street' series expanded beyond films?

Yes, the franchise has expanded into various media including television series, comic books, novels,

and video games.

Who played Freddy Krueger in the majority of the films?

Robert Englund portrayed Freddy Krueger in most of the original films, becoming synonymous with the

character.

Additional Resources

A Nightmare on Elm Street Series: A Deep Dive into the Slasher Icon

a nightmare on elm street series stands as one of the most influential and enduring franchises in the

horror genre. Since its inception in 1984, it has captivated audiences with its inventive premise, chilling

antagonist, and psychological twists that blur the line between dreams and reality. Over the decades,

the series has expanded beyond cinema into television, comics, and merchandise, cementing its place

in pop culture history. This investigative review aims to analyze the key elements that define the

franchise, its evolution, and its impact within the broader context of horror media.



The Genesis of a Horror Phenomenon

The original "A Nightmare on Elm Street," directed by Wes Craven, introduced audiences to Freddy

Krueger, a malevolent spirit who haunts teenagers in their dreams. The film’s concept—where death in

the dream world results in actual death—was revolutionary and tapped into primal fears of vulnerability

during sleep. The success of this film set the foundation for the series, spawning multiple sequels and

adaptations.

What sets the series apart from other slasher franchises like "Halloween" or "Friday the 13th" is its

blending of supernatural elements with psychological horror. Freddy Krueger’s character, a burned

serial killer with a razor glove, is not just a physical threat but an embodiment of nightmares

themselves. This duality enhances the tension and allows for creative storytelling that evolves with

each installment.

Evolution of the Series: From Original to Reboots

The Sequels and Their Impact

Following the original, the franchise produced several sequels throughout the late 1980s and 1990s:

A Nightmare on Elm Street 2: Freddy’s Revenge (1985) – Noted for its darker tone and

exploration of possession themes.

A Nightmare on Elm Street 3: Dream Warriors (1987) – Praised for its inventive dream

sequences and deeper mythology.

A Nightmare on Elm Street 4: The Dream Master (1988) – Expanded Freddy’s powers and



introduced new dream manifestations.

A Nightmare on Elm Street 5: The Dream Child (1989) – Attempted to delve into Freddy’s origin

and the consequences of his victims’ offspring.

Freddy’s Dead: The Final Nightmare (1991) – Marketed as the franchise’s conclusion, it took a

more self-referential and darkly comedic approach.

These sequels varied in quality and reception but collectively deepened the lore surrounding Freddy

Krueger and the cursed Elm Street. Notably, "Dream Warriors" is often cited as one of the best in the

series for balancing scares with character development.

Crossovers and Revivals

In 2003, the franchise expanded with the crossover film Freddy vs. Jason, pitting Freddy Krueger

against another slasher legend, Jason Voorhees from "Friday the 13th." This film capitalized on

nostalgia and fan interest, merging two horror universes with mixed critical feedback but solid box

office results.

The 2010 reboot of "A Nightmare on Elm Street" attempted to modernize the story with a fresh cast

and updated visual effects. While it brought renewed attention to the franchise, many critics and fans

found it lacking in the original’s atmospheric tension and innovative horror. This reboot highlights the

challenges of reviving classic horror properties in contemporary cinema landscapes.

Key Themes and Cultural Significance

The enduring appeal of the a nightmare on elm street series lies in its exploration of fear, trauma, and



adolescence. Freddy Krueger serves as a symbol of unresolved guilt and the dark undercurrents

lurking beneath suburban Americana. His ability to invade dreams reflects the inescapability of past

sins and the subconscious mind’s power.

Moreover, the series often grapples with the concept of powerless youth confronting an omnipresent

evil—an allegory for real-world anxieties faced by teenagers. This thematic richness has allowed the

franchise to resonate across generations, making it more than just a sequence of jump scares.

Innovative Dreamscapes and Visual Style

One of the franchise’s most praised features is its imaginative depiction of dream worlds. Each movie

presents surreal, often nightmarish environments where the normal rules of physics and logic are

suspended. This creative freedom results in memorable set pieces and kills that are both horrifying

and artistically inventive.

The special effects, ranging from practical makeup to early CGI, have evolved with technology,

influencing how horror films approach the visualization of supernatural threats. The dream sequences

are integral to establishing mood and suspense, setting "A Nightmare on Elm Street" apart from more

straightforward slasher films.

Pros and Cons of the Franchise’s Trajectory

Strengths

Iconic Villain: Freddy Krueger remains one of the most recognizable figures in horror, thanks to

his unique design and personality.



Original Concept: The blend of dreams and reality introduced a fresh narrative device.

Strong Mythology: The series builds a complex backstory that enriches the viewing experience.

Innovative Visuals: Dream sequences provide a playground for creative special effects.

Weaknesses

Inconsistent Quality: Later sequels sometimes suffered from diminished storytelling and over-

reliance on gore.

Reboot Reception: The 2010 remake failed to capture the original’s psychological depth.

Franchise Fatigue: Prolonged output led to diminishing returns both creatively and commercially.

Legacy and Influence on Horror Genre

The a nightmare on elm street series has left an indelible mark on horror cinema. Freddy Krueger’s

character has influenced the portrayal of antagonists who are both terrifying and charismatic. The

series’ success helped popularize the slasher subgenre and inspired other filmmakers to explore

dream-based horror.

Beyond films, the franchise’s expansion into television with "Freddy’s Nightmares," as well as comic

books and video games, exemplifies its broad cultural reach. This cross-media presence has kept the

series relevant and allowed it to connect with new audiences.



In academic and fan circles alike, the franchise is analyzed for its psychological themes and innovative

storytelling mechanics. Its ability to tap into universal fears ensures that "A Nightmare on Elm Street"

continues to be a subject of study and admiration.

The journey of the a nightmare on elm street series is a testament to the power of creative horror

storytelling, marked by iconic imagery, memorable characters, and a willingness to explore the darkest

corners of the human psyche. While not without its flaws, the franchise’s impact on the genre and

popular culture remains unmistakably profound.

A Nightmare On Elm Street Series

  a nightmare on elm street series: The Horror Show Guide Mike Mayo, 2013-04-01 This
cinefile’s guidebook covers the horror genre monstrously well! Find reviews of over 1,000 of the
best, weirdest, wickedest, wackiest, and most entertaining scary movies from every age of horror!
Atomic bombs, mad serial killers, zealous zombies, maniacal monsters lurking around every corner,
and the unleashing of technology, rapidly changing and dominating our lives. Slasher and splatter
films. Italian giallo and Japanese city-stomping monster flicks. Psychological horrors, spoofs, and
nature running amuck. You will find these terrors and many more in The Horror Show Guide: The
Ultimate Frightfest of Movies. No gravestone is left unturned to bring you entertaining critiques,
fascinating top-ten lists, numerous photos, and extensive credit information to satisfy even the most
die-hard fans. Written by a fan for fans, The Horror Show Guide helps lead even the uninitiated to
unexpected treasures of unease and mayhem with lists of similar motifs, including ... Urban Horrors
Nasty Bugs, Mad Scientists and Maniacal Medicos Evil Dolls Bad Hair Days Big Bad Werewolves
Most Appetizing Cannibals Classic Ghost Stories Fiendish Families Guilty Pleasures Literary
Adaptations Horrible Highways and Byways Post-Apocalyptic Horrors Most Regrettable Remakes
Towns with a Secret and many more. With reviews on many overlooked, underappreciated gems,
new devotees and discriminating dark-cinema enthusiasts alike will love this big, beautiful, end-all,
be-all guide to an always popular film genre. With many photos, illustrations, and other graphics,
The Horror Show Guide is richly illustrated. Its helpful appendix of movie credits, bibliography, and
extensive index add to its usefulness.
  a nightmare on elm street series: character-Based Film Sereies Part 1 Terry Rowan,
2016-09-16 Character-based film series, each complete on its own but sharing a common cast of
main characters with continuing traits and a similar format, which includes Andy Hardy, The
Beatles, Billy Jack, Blondie, Bomba the Jungle Boy, Buffalo Bill Cody, Columbo, Dr. Kildare, Ebenezer
Scrooge, Frances the Talking Mule, Godzilla, Harry Potter, Henry Aldrich, Jesse James, Jungle Jim,
Lassie, Ma 7 Pa Kettle, Philo Vance, The Pink Panther, Robin Hood, Roy Rogers, Santa Claus,
Superman, Tarzan, The Wolfman, Zorro and many more characters. 1 of 3 books.
  a nightmare on elm street series: A History of Horror, 2nd Edition Wheeler Winston Dixon,
2023-02-10 Ever since horror leapt from popular fiction to the silver screen in the late 1890s,
viewers have experienced fear and pleasure in exquisite combination. Wheeler Winston Dixon's fully
revised and updated A History of Horror is still the only book to offer a comprehensive survey of this
ever-popular film genre. Arranged by decades, with outliers and franchise films overlapping some
years, this one-stop sourcebook unearths the historical origins of characters such as Dracula,

http://www.killa-beez.com/archive-th-116/a-nightmare-on-elm-street-series.pdf


Frankenstein, and the Wolfman and their various incarnations in film from the silent era to comedic
sequels. In covering the last decade, this new edition includes coverage of the resurgence of the
genre, covering the swath of new groundbreaking horror films directed by women, Black and queer
horror films, and a new international wave in body horror films. A History of Horror explores how
the horror film fits into the Hollywood studio system, how the distribution and exhibition of horror
films have changed in a post-COVID world, and how its enormous success in American and European
culture expanded globally over time. Dixon examines key periods in the horror film-in which the
basic precepts of the genre were established, then banished into conveniently reliable and malleable
forms, and then, after collapsing into parody, rose again and again to create new levels of intensity
and menace. A History of Horror, supported by rare stills from classic films, brings over sixty
timeless horror films into frightfully clear focus, zooms in on today's top horror Web sites, and
champions the stars, directors, and subgenres that make the horror film so exciting and popular
with contemporary audiences.
  a nightmare on elm street series: Selling the Splat Pack Mark Bernard, 2015-05-29 The role
of the DVD market in the growth of ultraviolent horror in the 2000s
  a nightmare on elm street series: Horror Franchise Cinema Mark McKenna, William Proctor,
2021-09-30 This book explores horror film franchising from a broad range of interdisciplinary
perspectives and considers the horror film’s role in the history of franchising and serial fiction.
Comprising 12 chapters written by established and emerging scholars in the field, Horror Franchise
Cinema redresses critical neglect toward horror film franchising by discussing the forces and factors
governing its development across historical and contemporary terrain while also examining text and
reception practices. Offering an introduction to the history of horror franchising, the chapters also
examine key texts including Universal Studio monster films, Blumhouse production films, The Texas
Chainsaw Massacre, A Nightmare on Elm Street, Alien, I Spit on Your Grave, Let the Right One In,
Italian zombie films, anthology films, and virtual reality. A significant contribution to studies of
horror cinema and film/media franchising from the 1930s to the present day, this book will be of
interest to students and scholars of film studies, media and cultural studies, franchise studies,
political economy, audience/reception studies, horror studies, fan studies, genre studies, production
cultures, and film histories.
  a nightmare on elm street series: The Horror Genre Paul Wells, 2019-07-25 A
comprehensive introduction to the history and key themes of the genre. The main issues and debates
raised by horror, and the approaches and theories that have been applied to horror texts are all
featured. In addressing the evolution of the horror film in social and historical context, Paul Wells
explores how it has reflected and commented upon particular historical periods, and asks how it may
respond to the new millennium by citing recent innovations in the genre's development, such as the
urban myth narrative underpinning Candyman and The Blair Witch Project. Over 300 films are
treated, all of which are featured in the filmography.
  a nightmare on elm street series: Pop Goes the Decade Thomas Harrison, 2017-08-24 This
fascinating overview of popular culture in the 1980s describes the decade of excess that resulted
from the social, political, and economic conditions of the time, documenting why so many milestones
in entertainment, arts, and technology occurred the 80s. Popular culture in the United States in the
1980s—as reflected in film, television, music, technology, and art—serves to illustrate the general
feeling of American citizens during this decade that the sky was the limit, and the only thing better
than big was bigger. This title provides readers with an engaging, in-depth study of the 1980s and
supplies the larger historical and social context of popular culture in an era when the extraordinary
seemed normal and all the rules were being rewritten. The book's wide scope includes the concepts,
fashions, foods, sports, television, movies, and music that became popular in the 1980s. Readers will
see how specific elements of the decade, such as visual art and architecture, reflect the sense of
change in the 1980s, often through excessive displays of expression that helped further movements
into the avant-garde. The technological advances, entertainment developments, and game changers
that were essential to establishing the popular culture of the decade are highlighted, as is the trend



of how personal expression in the 80s began to penetrate a wider segment of American culture,
spanning across all ages. The book also calls attention to the standout events and individuals who
influenced society in the 1980s, with emphasis on the figures who intentionally used pop culture as
an avenue for change as well as the influences from the 1980s that are still felt today.
  a nightmare on elm street series: The Horror Film Stephen Prince, 2004-02-09 In this
volume, Stephen Prince has collected essays reviewing the history of the horror film and the
psychological reasons for its persistent appeal, as well as discussions of the developmental
responses of young adult viewers and children to the genre. The book focuses on recent postmodern
examples such as The Blair Witch Project. In a daring move, the volume also examines Holocaust
films in relation to horror. Part One features essays on the silent and classical Hollywood eras. Part
Two covers the postWorld War II era and discusses the historical, aesthetic, and psychological
characteristics of contemporary horror films. In contrast to horror during the classical Hollywood
period, contemporary horror features more graphic and prolonged visualizations of disturbing and
horrific imagery, as well as other distinguishing characteristics. Princes introduction provides an
overview of the genre, contextualizing the readings that follow. Stephen Prince is professor of
communications at Virginia Tech. He has written many film books, including Classical Film Violence:
Designing and Regulating Brutality in Hollywood Cinema, 19301968, and has edited Screening
Violence, also in the Depth of Field Series.
  a nightmare on elm street series: Style and Form in the Hollywood Slasher Film Wickham
Clayton, 2015-10-12 Style and Form in the Hollywood Slasher Film fills a broad scholastic gap by
analysing the elements of narrative and stylistic construction of films in the slasher subgenre of
horror that have been produced and/or distributed in the Hollywood studio system from its initial
boom in the late 1970s to the present.
  a nightmare on elm street series: Encyclopedia of Television Shows, 1925 through
2010, 2d ed. Vincent Terrace, 2014-01-10 This fully updated and expanded edition covers over
10,200 programs, making it the most comprehensive documentation of television programs ever
published. In addition to covering the standard network and cable entertainment genres, the book
also covers programs generally not covered elsewhere in print (or even online), including Internet
series, aired and unaired pilot films, erotic series, gay and lesbian series, risque cartoons and
experimental programs from 1925 through 1945.
  a nightmare on elm street series: Wes Craven John Kenneth Muir, 1998-01-01 Filmmaker
Wes Craven has consistently and imaginatively scared movie audiences since the early 1970s. His
films encompass a variety of styles, elements and themes, from the nihilistic existentialism of The
Last House on the Left to the successful A Nightmare on Elm Street (which sent horror in a bold new
direction), to the hallucinatory dreamscapes of The Serpent and the Rainbow. And in the nineties,
Craven returned with the Scream films, which were simultaneously funny, clever and scary films
that overturned the horror cliches of the eighties. The present work provides a history of Craven's
film career since 1972, examining all the themes and techniques the filmmaker explored. For each
film, a synopsis, cast and credits, historical context, and critical commentary are provided. Also
covered in detail are Craven's forays into television, including movies such as Stranger in the House
and work on such series as The New Twilight Zone.
  a nightmare on elm street series: A History of Horror Wheeler W. Dixon, 2010 Ever since
horror leapt from popular fiction to the silver screen in the late 1890s, viewers have experienced
fear and pleasure in exquisite combination. A History of Horror, with rare stills from classic films, is
the only book to offer a comprehensive survey of this ever-popular film genre. Chronologically
examining over fifty horror films from key periods, this one-stop sourcebook unearths the historical
origins of legendary characters and explores how the genre fits into the Hollywood studio system
and how its enormous success in American and European culture expanded globally over time.
  a nightmare on elm street series: Going to Pieces Adam Rockoff, 2016-03-04 John
Carpenter's Halloween, released on October 25, 1978, marked the beginning of the horror film's
most colorful, controversial, and successful offshoot--the slasher film. Loved by fans and reviled by



critics for its iconic psychopaths, gory special effects, brainless teenagers in peril, and more than a
bit of soft-core sex, the slasher film secured its legacy as a cultural phenomenon and continues to be
popular today. This work traces the evolution of the slasher film from 1978 when it was a fledgling
genre, through the early 1980s when it was one of the most profitable and prolific genres in
Hollywood, on to its decline in popularity around 1986. An introduction provides a brief history of
the Grand Guignol, the pre-cinema forerunner of the slasher film, films such as Psycho and The
Texas Chainsaw Massacre, and cinematic trends that gave rise to the slasher film. Also explained are
the slasher film's characteristics, conventions, and cinematic devices, such as the final girl, the
omnipotent killer, the relationship between sex and death, the significant date or setting, and the
point-of-view of the killer. The chapters that follow are devoted to the years 1978 through 1986 and
analyze significant films from each year. The Toolbox Murders, When a Stranger Calls, the Friday
the 13th movies, My Bloody Valentine, The Slumber Party Massacre, Psycho II, and April Fool's Day
are among those analyzed. The late 90s resurrection of slasher films, as seen in Scream and I Know
What You Did Last Summer, is also explored, as well as the future direction of slasher films.
  a nightmare on elm street series: Merchants of Menace Richard Nowell, 2014-04-10 Even
though horror has been a key component of media output for almost a century, the genre's industrial
character remains under explored and poorly understood. Merchants of Menace: The Business of
Horror Cinema responds to a major void in film history by shedding much-needed new light on the
economic dimensions of one of the world's most enduring audiovisual forms. Given horror cuts
across budgetary categories, industry sectors, national film cultures, and media, Merchants of
Menace also promises to expand understandings of the economics of cinema generally. Covering
1930-present, this groundbreaking collection boasts fourteen original chapters from world-leading
experts taking as their focus such diverse topics as early zombie pictures, post-WWII chillers, Civil
Rights-Era marketing, Hollywood literary adaptations, Australian exploitation, torture-porn Auteurs,
and twenty-first-century remakes.
  a nightmare on elm street series: Leonard Maltin's 2015 Movie Guide Leonard Maltin,
2014-09-02 NEARLY 16,000 ENTRIES INCLUDING 300+ NEW ENTRIES AND MORE THAN 13,000
DVD LISTINGS Summer blockbusters and independent sleepers; masterworks of Alfred Hitchcock,
Billy Wilder, and Martin Scorsese; the timeless comedy of the Marx Brothers and Buster Keaton;
animated classics from Walt Disney and Pixar; the finest foreign films ever made. This 2015 edition
covers the modern era, from 1965 to the present, while including all the great older films you can’t
afford to miss—and those you can—from box-office smashes to cult classics to forgotten gems to
forgettable bombs, listed alphabetically, and complete with all the essential information you could
ask for. NEW: • Nearly 16,000 capsule movie reviews, with 300+ new entries • More than 25,000
DVD and video listings • Up-to-date list of mail-order and online sources for buying and renting
DVDs and videos MORE: • Official motion picture code ratings from G to NC-17 • Old and new
theatrical and video releases rated **** to BOMB • Exact running times—an invaluable guide for
recording and for discovering which movies have been edited • Reviews of little-known sleepers,
foreign films, rarities, and classics • Leonard’s personal list of Must-See Movies • Date of release,
running time, director, stars, MPAA ratings, color or black and white • Concise summary, capsule
review, and four-star-to-BOMB rating system • Precise information on films shot in widescreen
format • Symbols for DVDs, videos, and laserdiscs • Completely updated index of leading actors
  a nightmare on elm street series: A Critical Companion to Wes Craven John Darowski,
Fernando Gabriel Pagnoni Berns, 2023-08-08 In A Critical Companion to Wes Craven, contributors
use a variety of theoretical frameworks to analyze distinct areas of Craven’s work, including ecology,
auteurism, philosophy, queer studies, and trauma. This book covers both the successes and failures
contained in Craven’s extensive filmography, ultimately revealing a variegated portrait of his career.
Scholars of film studies, horror, and ecology will find this book particularly interesting.
  a nightmare on elm street series: Hollywood Monsters & Creepy Things Terry Rowan,
2016-10-14 The story about Hollywood monsters, vampires, zombies, werewolfs, phantoms,
mummies, and ghouls of literture - and how they went Hollywood. Classic monsters are primarily the



creatures of lagend, touched by the supernatural or created by the madness of men who ventures
where no man should go, the good olf monsters who lurked in gloomy settings of Central European
villages, ancient castles and tombs, moulding mansions and stone laboratories filled mazes of
bewilding equipment and sounds of hummimgs of electricty, in dark nights and violent storms. From
A to Z - Hollywood Monsters inspired by Edgar Allan Poe, Bram Stoker and Mary Shelley.
  a nightmare on elm street series: The '80s Resurrected Randy Laist, 2023-03-10 The 1980s
is remembered as a time of big hair, synthetic music, and microwave cookery. It is also remembered
as the heyday of conservative politics, socioeconomic inequality, and moral panics. It is
dichotomously remembered as either a nostalgic age of innocence or a regressive moral wasteland,
depending on who you ask, and when. But, most of all, it is remembered. In retro fashion trends, in
'80s-based film and television narratives, and through countless rebooted movies, video games,
superheroes, and even political slogans imploring us to Make America Great Again (Again). More
than merely a historical period, the '80s has grown into a contested myth, ever-evolving through the
critical and expressive lens of popular culture. This book explores the many shapes the '80s mythos
has taken across a diverse array of media. Essays examine television series such as Stranger Things,
Cobra Kai, and POSE, films such as Dallas Buyers Club, Summer of '84, and Chocolate Babies, as
well as video games, pop music, and toys. Collectively, these essays explore how representations of
the 1980s influence the way we think about our past, our present, and our future.
  a nightmare on elm street series: Theology and Wes Craven David K. Goodin, 2023-08-08
Theology and Wes Craven explores the religious themes in the movies, television shows, and other
works of the man who redefined the horror genre with such landmark and notorious films as The
Last House on the Left (1972), The Hills Have Eyes (1977), A Nightmare on Elm Street (1984), The
Serpent and the Rainbow (1988), The People Under the Stairs (1991), and Scream (1996). This
volume provides a retrospective for his entire career, and then spotlights his most theologically
intriguing works in chapters devoted to revealing Craven's narrative intent. This collection brings
together established scholars and new emergent voices in academia, including feminist and LGBTQ+
perspectives, who explore Craven's vision in relation to contemporary political, social, and economic
issues, especially as they related to children, visible minorities, the excluded, and the
disenfranchised. This volume is sure to be appreciated both by academics and horror enthusiasts
everywhere.
  a nightmare on elm street series: Recreational Terror Isabel Cristina Pinedo, 2016-02-24 In
Recreational Terror, Isabel Cristina Pinedo analyzes how the contemporary horror film produces
recreational terror as a pleasurable encounter with violence and danger for female spectators. She
challenges the conventional wisdom that violent horror films can only degrade women and incite
violence, and contends instead that the contemporary horror film speaks to the cultural need to
express rage and terror in the midst of social upheaval.
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