
short stories by roald dahl
**Exploring the Magic of Short Stories by Roald Dahl**

short stories by roald dahl have captivated readers of all ages for decades, blending dark humor,
unexpected twists, and imaginative storytelling. While many people associate Dahl primarily with his
beloved children’s books like *Charlie and the Chocolate Factory* and *Matilda*, his short stories
reveal a fascinating and often more mature side of his writing. These tales, packed with wit and
surprise endings, showcase Dahl’s remarkable ability to engage and entertain through brevity and
creativity.

The Unique Appeal of Short Stories by Roald Dahl

Roald Dahl’s short stories stand out because they often explore themes that are slightly darker or
more complex than his children’s novels. Whether published in magazines or collected in anthologies,
these stories reveal his talent for sharp dialogue, intricate plots, and a deep understanding of human
nature. What makes his short stories particularly compelling is their ability to surprise readers with
twists that challenge expectations, leaving a lasting impression long after the last sentence.

Why Dahl’s Short Stories Remain Popular

One reason short stories by Roald Dahl continue to endure is their accessibility. They are perfect for
readers who want a quick yet immersive experience. Dahl’s knack for creating vivid characters and
unusual situations within a few pages makes his stories ideal for both casual reading and classroom
study. Plus, the unexpected endings encourage readers to think critically and appreciate the art of
storytelling.

Notable Collections of Short Stories by Roald Dahl

Dahl’s short stories have been compiled into several popular collections, each offering a mix of
suspense, humor, and dark fantasy. These collections are a treasure trove for anyone interested in
exploring his writing beyond children’s literature.

“Someone Like You” and “Kiss Kiss”

Two of Dahl’s most famous short story collections, *Someone Like You* (1953) and *Kiss Kiss* (1960),
showcase his mastery of the macabre and the bizarre. Stories like “Lamb to the Slaughter” and “The
Landlady” have become classics due to their clever plots and chilling conclusions. In “Lamb to the
Slaughter,” for example, a seemingly innocent housewife turns the tables on her unsuspecting
husband in a way that’s both darkly comic and unforgettable.



“The Wonderful Story of Henry Sugar and Six More”

Another acclaimed collection, *The Wonderful Story of Henry Sugar and Six More* (1977), reveals
Dahl’s fascination with the extraordinary and the mystical. These stories explore themes of luck,
deception, and human nature, often with a philosophical twist. The title story, “The Wonderful Story of
Henry Sugar,” follows a wealthy man’s quest to develop supernatural abilities, blending fantasy and
moral reflection in a captivating narrative.

Thematic Elements in Dahl’s Short Stories

Short stories by Roald Dahl frequently delve into themes that resonate deeply with readers. Whether
it’s justice, revenge, greed, or kindness, Dahl’s stories often carry moral undertones wrapped in
engaging plots.

Morality and Justice

Many of Dahl’s tales convey a sense of poetic justice, where characters who behave selfishly or
cruelly ultimately face ironic consequences. This element makes his stories both entertaining and
thought-provoking. Readers often find themselves rooting for the clever or innocent characters who
outsmart the villains, reinforcing the idea that wit and goodness can prevail.

Dark Humor and Irony

Dahl’s signature dark humor shines through in his short stories. He uses irony to add layers of
meaning and to challenge readers’ assumptions. This humor isn’t always lighthearted; it can be biting
and unexpected, which adds to the memorable nature of his storytelling.

The Supernatural and the Fantastic

While many of Dahl’s short stories ground themselves in reality, he frequently sprinkles in elements of
the supernatural or the fantastical. This blend keeps readers on their toes and opens up imaginative
possibilities. Stories featuring mysterious powers, odd coincidences, or eerie atmospheres create a
unique reading experience that’s hard to forget.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating Dahl’s Short Stories

If you’re new to short stories by Roald Dahl or want to deepen your appreciation, here are some
helpful tips:



Read Slowly and Pay Attention to Detail

Dahl’s stories often rely on subtle clues and carefully crafted language to build suspense. Taking your
time to notice small details can enhance your understanding of the plot twists and character
motivations.

Reflect on the Ending

Many of Dahl’s stories conclude with surprising or ironic endings. After finishing a story, it’s
worthwhile to pause and think about the implications and what the ending says about the characters
or themes.

Explore Different Collections

Since Dahl’s stories vary widely in tone and subject matter, sampling multiple collections can give you
a fuller picture of his range as a writer. Some stories might be more macabre, while others are
whimsical or philosophical.

The Influence of Roald Dahl’s Short Stories on
Literature and Media

Short stories by Roald Dahl have not only enriched literary culture but have also inspired numerous
adaptations in film, television, and theater. The compelling narratives and vivid characters lend
themselves well to visual storytelling.

Adaptations and Legacy

Several of Dahl’s short stories have been adapted into memorable movies and TV episodes, such as
"Lamb to the Slaughter," which has appeared in various anthology series. These adaptations help
introduce Dahl’s work to new audiences and keep his storytelling legacy alive.

Impact on Contemporary Writers

Dahl’s innovative approach to short story writing has influenced many contemporary authors who
admire his ability to blend humor, horror, and moral insight. His stories serve as excellent examples of
how to craft engaging, tightly plotted tales with memorable endings.



Why Short Stories by Roald Dahl Are Perfect for All
Ages

Although some of Dahl’s short stories contain darker themes, they remain accessible and enjoyable
for many age groups. The cleverness and playfulness in his writing appeal to younger readers, while
the layers of meaning and mature themes attract adults.

A Gateway to Classic and Modern Storytelling

For young readers, Dahl’s short stories can be an introduction to the world of short fiction, offering
exciting narratives that inspire curiosity and imagination. For adults, revisiting these stories often
reveals new insights and appreciation for Dahl’s skill and creativity.

Encouraging Critical Thinking

Since many of Dahl’s stories challenge readers to reconsider their assumptions and anticipate twists,
they encourage critical thinking and discussion. This makes them valuable tools in educational
settings and book clubs.

---

Roald Dahl’s short stories continue to enchant and challenge readers with their unexpected twists,
dark humor, and moral depth. Whether you’re revisiting classics or discovering them for the first time,
these stories offer a rich and rewarding reading experience that highlights Dahl’s unique voice and
storytelling genius.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the most famous short stories by Roald
Dahl?
Some of the most famous short stories by Roald Dahl include 'Lamb to the Slaughter,' 'The Landlady,'
'The Way Up to Heaven,' and 'Royal Jelly.'

What themes are commonly found in Roald Dahl's short
stories?
Common themes in Roald Dahl's short stories include dark humor, unexpected twists, human nature,
revenge, and the macabre.



Are Roald Dahl's short stories suitable for children?
While Roald Dahl is famous for his children's books, many of his short stories contain mature themes
and dark elements, making them more suitable for adults or older teens.

Where can I find collections of Roald Dahl's short stories?
Collections such as 'Someone Like You,' 'Kiss Kiss,' and 'Switch Bitch' are popular anthologies that
contain many of Roald Dahl's short stories.

Did Roald Dahl write any horror or thriller short stories?
Yes, many of Roald Dahl's short stories fall into the horror or thriller genre, often featuring
suspenseful plots and surprise endings.

What makes Roald Dahl's short stories unique?
Roald Dahl's short stories are unique for their clever plot twists, dark humor, and the way they
explore the darker side of human nature with sharp wit.

How do Roald Dahl's short stories differ from his children's
books?
While his children's books are whimsical and imaginative with a moral core, his short stories often
have darker themes, more complex characters, and endings that can be shocking or ironic.

Can you recommend a short story by Roald Dahl to start with?
'Lamb to the Slaughter' is a great starting point as it showcases Dahl's signature blend of dark humor
and surprise twist.

Additional Resources
**Exploring the Enduring Appeal of Short Stories by Roald Dahl**

short stories by roald dahl have captivated readers of all ages for decades, blending dark humor,
unexpected twists, and vivid storytelling. While Dahl is predominantly celebrated for his children’s
books, his contributions to the short story genre reveal a different facet of his literary prowess—one
that appeals to a more mature audience. These stories exhibit a unique combination of macabre
elements, sharp wit, and intricate plots that have secured Dahl a lasting place in literary history.

Roald Dahl’s short stories often defy conventional narrative expectations, making them a subject of
interest for literary critics and enthusiasts alike. This article delves into the characteristics, themes,
and cultural impact of his short stories, while also comparing them to his more widely known works
for children.



The Duality of Roald Dahl’s Writing: Children’s Books
vs. Short Stories

Roald Dahl’s name is synonymous with beloved children’s classics such as *Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory*, *Matilda*, and *The BFG*. However, his short stories showcase a starkly different tone and
target demographic. While his children’s books are whimsical and imaginative, his short stories often
venture into the darker realms of human nature, featuring adults as protagonists and frequently
concluding with ironic or unsettling twists.

This duality in Dahl’s writing style is significant because it highlights his versatility and ability to
engage varied readerships. His short stories, many of which were published in magazines like *The
New Yorker* and later compiled into collections such as *Someone Like You* and *Kiss Kiss*, display a
mastery of suspense and psychological complexity that contrasts with the moral simplicity found in
his children’s works.

Key Themes in Dahl’s Short Stories

A thorough examination of short stories by Roald Dahl reveals recurring thematic elements that
contribute to their distinctiveness:

Dark Humor: Many stories employ a biting sense of humor that borders on the grotesque,
creating an unsettling yet entertaining effect.

Betrayal and Revenge: Characters often find themselves enmeshed in plots of deceit or
retribution, emphasizing the darker aspects of human relationships.

Twist Endings: Perhaps the most iconic feature, Dahl’s stories frequently culminate in
unexpected conclusions that challenge readers’ assumptions.

Morality and Justice: Unlike straightforward moral lessons in children’s tales, Dahl’s adult
stories explore ambiguous ethics, where “justice” may be ironic or undeserved.

These themes resonate with adult readers who appreciate narrative complexity and psychological
depth, setting Dahl’s short stories apart from conventional genre fare.

Analyzing Notable Collections of Short Stories by Roald
Dahl

Dahl’s short story collections have become staples in literary circles, each offering a curated glimpse
into his narrative style and thematic preoccupations.



“Someone Like You” (1953)

This was Dahl’s debut collection, introducing readers to his signature blend of macabre storytelling
and dark wit. Stories like “Lamb to the Slaughter” and “The Landlady” exemplify his knack for
suspenseful setups and shocking payoffs. “Lamb to the Slaughter,” in particular, has been praised for
its innovative plot in which a seemingly docile housewife commits a violent crime and cleverly covers
her tracks.

“Kiss Kiss” (1960)

Building on the success of his first collection, *Kiss Kiss* further entrenched Dahl’s reputation as a
master of the short story. The collection includes “The Way Up to Heaven,” a psychologically nuanced
narrative about marital tension and passive-aggressive revenge. Critics often highlight the collection’s
exploration of power dynamics and human cruelty, presented with Dahl’s characteristic economical
prose.

Stylistic Features and Narrative Techniques

Roald Dahl’s short stories are notable for their concise yet evocative language, which serves to
immerse readers quickly into the narrative world. His use of first-person narration in many stories
intensifies the psychological dimension, allowing readers to inhabit the minds of morally ambiguous
characters.

Additionally, Dahl’s stories often employ misdirection, leading readers down one interpretive path
before delivering a twist that recontextualizes the entire narrative. This technique elevates the stories
from mere entertainment to thought-provoking literary experiences.

Use of Setting and Atmosphere

Dahl’s settings range from the mundane to the exotic, but his mastery lies in transforming ordinary
environments into stages for extraordinary—and often sinister—events. Whether it’s a quiet suburban
home or a remote hotel, the setting becomes a character in its own right, reinforcing the mood and
heightening tension.

Impact and Legacy of Roald Dahl’s Short Stories

Though overshadowed by his children’s literature in popular culture, Dahl’s short stories have
significantly influenced the genre of adult suspense and dark fiction. They have been adapted into
radio plays, television episodes, and stage productions, demonstrating their enduring appeal and
adaptability.

Moreover, Dahl’s approach to storytelling—particularly his use of twist endings—has inspired



countless writers in the thriller and horror genres. His stories serve as case studies in narrative
economy and the power of surprise, often taught in creative writing programs worldwide.

Comparative Analysis: Dahl and Contemporary Short Story
Writers

When compared to contemporaries such as Patricia Highsmith or Roald Dahl’s own British peers, his
short stories stand out for their unique blend of accessibility and literary sophistication. While authors
like Highsmith delve deeply into psychological horror, Dahl maintains a balance between unsettling
content and engaging narrative pace, making his stories approachable yet impactful.

Accessibility and Reader Engagement

Short stories by Roald Dahl continue to be popular in educational settings, often included in curricula
aimed at enhancing critical thinking and analytical skills. The stories’ brevity combined with complex
themes makes them ideal for classroom discussions on narrative technique, character motivation, and
ethical ambiguity.

From a reader’s perspective, the immediacy of Dahl’s storytelling—paired with the surprise of the
twist endings—ensures sustained engagement. This accessibility does not come at the expense of
depth, as many stories invite multiple readings to fully appreciate their layered meanings.

Pros and Cons for Modern Readers

Pros:

Engaging and fast-paced narratives suitable for short attention spans.

Rich thematic content that provokes reflection on human nature.

Memorable twist endings that differentiate Dahl’s work from typical short fiction.

Cons:

Some stories contain outdated cultural references or sensibilities that may not resonate
with contemporary audiences.

The dark and sometimes cynical tone may be off-putting for readers expecting light-
hearted entertainment.



Despite these considerations, the short stories by Roald Dahl remain a valuable and influential part of
20th-century literature.

---

In revisiting the short stories by Roald Dahl, one encounters a compelling literary domain where wit
meets darkness and where every tale invites readers to look beneath the surface. This enduring
appeal, balanced between entertainment and insight, ensures these stories will continue to captivate
and challenge audiences well beyond their initial publication.

Short Stories By Roald Dahl

  short stories by roald dahl: The Collected Short Stories of Roald Dahl Roald Dahl, 1992 A
complete collection of the superb short stories which have appeared in: Over To You, Kiss Kiss,
Someone Like You, Switch Bitch and eight further stories: The Umberella man; Mr Botibol;
Vengeance in Mine inc; The Butler; Ah, Sweet Mystery of Life; The Bookseller; The Hitchhiker, The
Surgeon.
  short stories by roald dahl: The Wish (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl, 2012-09-13 The
Wish is a short, sharp, chilling story from Roald Dahl, the master of the shocking tale In The Wish,
Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells a sinister story about the darker side of human
nature. Here, an imaginative boy plays a game that quickly gets out of hand . . . The Wish is taken
from the short story collection Someone Like You, which includes seventeen other devious and
shocking stories, featuring the wife who serves a dish that baffles the police; a curious machine that
reveals the horrifying truth about plants; the man waiting to be bitten by the venomous snake asleep
on his stomach; and others. 'The absolute master of the twist in the tale.' (Observer ) This story is
also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by the sublime Stephen Mangan. Roald Dahl,
the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the
Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for
adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently the
inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories
continue to make readers shiver today.
  short stories by roald dahl: The Landlady (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl,
2012-09-13 The Landlady is a brilliant gem of a short story from Roald Dahl, the master of the sting
in the tail. In The Landlady, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells a sinister story
about the darker side of human nature. Here, a young man in need of room meets a most
accommodating landlady . . . The Landlady is taken from the short story collection Kiss Kiss, which
includes ten other devious and shocking stories, featuring the wife who pawns the mink coat from
her lover with unexpected results; the priceless piece of furniture that is the subject of a deceitful
bargain; a wronged woman taking revenge on her dead husband, and others. 'Unnerving bedtime
stories, subtle, proficient, hair-raising and done to a turn.' (San Francisco Chronicle ) This story is
also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by Tamsin Greig. Roald Dahl, the brilliant
and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach,
Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These
delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the
West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make
readers shiver today.
  short stories by roald dahl: The Complete Short Stories Roald Dahl, 2013-09-12 The
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Complete Short Stories of Roald Dahl in the first of two unsettling and sinister volumes. 'They are
brutal, these stories, and yet you finish reading each one with a smile, or maybe even a hollow laugh,
certainly a shiver of gratification, because the conclusion always seems so right' Charlie Higson,
from his introduction. Roald Dahl is one of the most popular writers of the modern age, effortlessly
writing for children and adults alike. In this, the first of two volumes chronologically collecting all
his published adult short stories, we see how Dahl began by using his experiences in the war to
write fiction but quickly turned to his powerful and dark imagination to pen some of the most
unsettling and disquieting tales ever written. In 27 stories, written between 1944 and 1953, we
encounter such classic tales as 'Man from the South', featuring a wager with appalling
consequences; 'Lamb to the Slaughter', in which a wife murders her husband yet has a novel idea for
throwing the police off the scent; and in 'The Sound Machine', the horrific truth about plants is
revealed. Enter the sinister, twisted world of Roald Dahl: whether you're young or old, you'll never
want to leave. 'Roald Dahl is one of the few writers I know whose work can accurately be described
as addictive' Irish Times 'The great magician' Spectator Look out for Volume Two, introduced by
Anthony Horowitz Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for children, also
wrote scores of short stories for adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed
and were most recently the inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy
Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make readers shiver today.
  short stories by roald dahl: Katina (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl, 2012-09-13
Katina is a short, gripping story of life in wartime from Roald Dahl, the master of the shocking tale.
In Katina, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells of a young Greek girl fascinated by
the British planes and airbase that have come to her village. Katina is taken from the short story
collection Over to You, which includes nine other dramatic and terrifying tales of life as a wartime
fighter pilot, and is drawn from Dahl's own experiences during the Second World War. This story is
also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by Cillian Murphy. Roald Dahl, the brilliant
and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach,
Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These
delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the
West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make
readers shiver today.
  short stories by roald dahl: The Great Switcheroo (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl,
2012-09-13 The Great Switcheroo is a short, sharp story from Roald Dahl, the master of the twist in
the tale. In The Great Switcheroo, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells a
subversive, saucy story of lust and desire. Here, two husbands secretly agree to a night of passion -
with each other's wives . . . The Great Switcheroo is taken from the short story collection Switch
Bitch, which includes three other black comedies which capture the ins and outs, highs and lows of
sex. 'One of the most widely read and influential writers of our generation.' (The Times ) This story is
also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by Shane Rimmer. Roald Dahl, the brilliant
and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach,
Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These
delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the
West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make
readers shiver today.
  short stories by roald dahl: Selected Short Stories of Roald Dahl Roald Dahl, 1968 Stories
from two earlier volumes:Someone like you and Kiss, kiss.
  short stories by roald dahl: A Piece of Cake (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl,
2012-09-13 A Piece of Cake is a short, gripping story of life in wartime from Roald Dahl, the master
of the shocking tale. In A Piece of Cake, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells the
horrific story of a pilot whose plane crashes in the desert. A Piece of Cake is taken from the short
story collection Over to You, which includes nine other dramatic and terrifying tales of life as a



wartime fighter pilot, and is drawn from Dahl's own experiences during the Second World War. This
story is also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by Julian Rhind-Tutt. Roald Dahl, the
brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant
Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults.
These delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for
the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to
make readers shiver today.
  short stories by roald dahl: Roald Dahl Collected Stories Roald Dahl, Jeremy Treglown,
2006 Many of these stores are now so famous from film and television adaptations that they need no
introduction. Roald Dahl is well known as a master of the macabre and the unexpected in the
tradition of Saki, and this volume does not disappoint. He began his literary career by writing about
his own experiences in the RAF during World War II but soon developed this talent in a series of
short-story collections. He is perhaps even more celebrated as an author of children's books, but the
best of his short stories represent a claim for him to be numbered among the most remarkable story
writers of the 20th century. The present volume includes for the first time all the stories in
chronological order as established by Dahl's biographer, Jeremy Treglown, in consultation with the
Dahl estate.
  short stories by roald dahl: The Champion of the World (A Roald Dahl Short Story)
Roald Dahl, 2012-09-13 The Champion of the World is a brilliant gem of a short story from Roald
Dahl, the master of the sting in the tail. In The Champion of the World, Roald Dahl, one of the
world's favourite authors, tells a funny story about low cunning in the country. Here, a pair of
poachers discover a foolproof way to bag pheasants . . . The Champion of the World is taken from the
short story collection Kiss Kiss, which includes ten other devious and shocking stories, featuring the
wife who pawns the mink coat from her lover with unexpected results; the priceless piece of
furniture that is the subject of a deceitful bargain; a wronged woman taking revenge on her dead
husband, and others. 'Unnerving bedtime stories, subtle, proficient, hair-raising and done to a turn.'
(San Francisco Chronicle ) This story is also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by
Stephen Mangan. Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for children, also
wrote scores of short stories for adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed
and were most recently the inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy
Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make readers shiver today.
  short stories by roald dahl: The Visitor (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl, 2012-09-13
The Visitor is an amusing and chilling story from Roald Dahl, the master of the twist in the tale. In
The Visitor, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells a funny, fruity story about one of
his favourite characters, adventurer and seducer Oswald Hendryks Cornelius. Here, Uncle Oswald
gets more than he bargained for in Arabia . . . The Visitor is taken from the short story collection
Switch Bitch, which includes three other black comedies which capture the ins and outs, highs and
lows of sex (including another Uncle Oswald story, Bitch). 'One of the most widely read and
influential writers of our generation.' (The Times ) This story is also available as a Penguin digital
audio download read by Richard E. Grant and Derek Jacobi. Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide
acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and
many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These delightfully
disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the West End
play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make readers
shiver today.
  short stories by roald dahl: Cruelty Roald Dahl, 2016-08-25 PERFECT for fans of Roald Dahl.
Think you know Dahl? Think again. There's still a whole world of Dahl to discover in a newly
collected book of his deliciously dark tales for adults . . . 'Cruelty has a human heart . . .' Even when
we mean to be kind we can sometimes be cruel. We each have a streak of nastiness inside us. In
these ten tales of cruelty master storyteller Roald Dahl explores how and why it is we make others



suffer. Among others, you'll read the story of two young bullies and the boy they torment, the
adulterous wife who uncovers her husband's secret, the man with a painting tattooed on his back
whose value he doesn't appreciate and the butler and chef who run rings around their obnoxious
employer. Roald Dahl reveals even more about the darker side of human nature in seven other
centenary editions: Lust, Madness, Deception, Innocence, Trickery, War and Fear.
  short stories by roald dahl: Man from the South (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl,
2012-09-13 Man from the South is a short, sharp, chilling story from Roald Dahl, the master of the
shocking tale. In Man from the South, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells a
sinister story about the darker side of human nature. Here, a man takes part in a very unusual bet,
one with appalling consequences . . . Man from the South is taken from the short story collection
Someone Like You, which includes seventeen other devious and shocking stories, featuring the wife
who serves a dish that baffles the police; a curious machine that reveals the horrifying truth about
plants; the man waiting to be bitten by the venomous snake asleep on his stomach; and others. 'The
absolute master of the twist in the tale.' (Observer ) This story is also available as a Penguin digital
audio download read by Stephen Mangan. Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author
of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics
for children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have
often been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's
Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make readers shiver today.
  short stories by roald dahl: Pig (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl, 2012-09-13 Pig is a
brilliant gem of a short story from Roald Dahl, the master of the sting in the tail. In Pig, Roald Dahl,
one of the world's favourite authors, tells a sinister story about the darker side of human nature.
Here, a boy who grows into an accomplished cook goes in search of a final, elusive recipe . . . Pig is
taken from the short story collection Kiss Kiss, which includes ten other devious and shocking
stories, featuring the wife who pawns the mink coat from her lover with unexpected results; the
priceless piece of furniture that is the subject of a deceitful bargain; a wronged woman taking
revenge on her dead husband, and others. 'Unnerving bedtime stories, subtle, proficient, hair-raising
and done to a turn.' (San Francisco Chronicle ) This story is also available as a Penguin digital audio
download read by Stephanie Beacham. Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for
children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often
been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted
Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make readers shiver today.
  short stories by roald dahl: Rummins (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl, 2012-09-13
Rummins is a short, sharp, chilling story from Roald Dahl, the master of the shocking tale. In
Rummins, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells a macabre story about the darker
side of human nature. Here, the men building a hay rick one summer find that the heat and rats are
the least of their worries . . . Rummins is taken from the short story collection Someone Like You,
which includes seventeen other devious and shocking stories, featuring the wife who serves a dish
that baffles the police; a curious machine that reveals the horrifying truth about plants; the man
waiting to be bitten by the venomous snake asleep on his stomach; and others. 'The absolute master
of the twist in the tale.' (Observer ) This story is also available as a Penguin digital audio download
read by Jessica Hynes. Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for children, also
wrote scores of short stories for adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed
and were most recently the inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy
Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make readers shiver today.
  short stories by roald dahl: Skin (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl, 2012-09-13 Skin is
a short, sharp, frightening story from Roald Dahl, the master of the shocking tale In Skin, Roald
Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells a sinister story about the darker side of human
nature. Here, a very unusual painting proves to be more valuable than anyone, especially its owner,



could ever have predicted . . . Skin is taken from the short story collection Someone Like You, which
includes seventeen other devious and shocking stories, featuring the wife who serves a dish that
baffles the police; a curious machine that reveals the horrifying truth about plants; the man waiting
to be bitten by the venomous snake asleep on his stomach; and others. 'The absolute master of the
twist in the tale.' (Observer ) This story is also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by
Tamsin Greig. Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote scores
of short stories for adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most
recently the inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald
Dahl's stories continue to make readers shiver today.
  short stories by roald dahl: Someone Like You Roald Dahl, 2009-12-07 In Someone Like You
are fifteen classic tales told by the grand master of the short story, Roald Dahl. Here, in Roald Dahl's
first collection of his world famous dark and sinister adult stories, a wife serves a dish that baffles
the police; a harmless bet suddenly becomes anything but; a curious machine reveals a horrifying
truth about plants; and a man lies awake waiting to be bitten by the venomous snake asleep on his
stomach. Through vendettas and desperate quests, bitter memories and sordid fantasies, Roald
Dahl's stories portray the strange and unexpected, sending a shiver down the spine. 'One of the most
widely read and influential writers of our generation' The Times Roald Dahl, the brilliant and
worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach,
Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These
delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the
West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make
readers shiver today.
  short stories by roald dahl: Yesterday was Beautiful (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald
Dahl, 2012-09-13 Yesterday was Beautiful is a short, gripping story of life in wartime from Roald
Dahl, the master of the shocking tale. In Yesterday was Beautiful, Roald Dahl, one of the world's
favourite authors, tells of a bailed out pilot in Greece looking for assistance from the natives . . .
Yesterday was Beautiful is taken from the short story collection Over to You, which includes nine
other dramatic and terrifying tales of life as a wartime fighter pilot, and is drawn from Dahl's own
experiences during the Second World War. This story is also available as a Penguin digital audio
download read by Juliet Stevenson. Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for
children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often
been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted
Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make readers shiver today.
  short stories by roald dahl: Taste (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald Dahl, 2012-09-13 Taste is
a short, sharp, disturbing story from Roald Dahl, the master of the shocking tale. In Taste, Roald
Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells a dark and curious story about the twisted side of
human nature. Here, two men make an unusual and chilling wager over the provenance of a bottle of
wine . . . Taste is taken from the short story collection Someone Like You, which includes seventeen
other devious and shocking stories, featuring the wife who serves a dish that baffles the police; a
curious machine that reveals the horrifying truth about plants; the man waiting to be bitten by the
venomous snake asleep on his stomach; and others. 'The absolute master of the twist in the tale.'
(Observer ) This story is also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by the inimitable
Richard E. Grant. Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and many more classics for children, also
wrote scores of short stories for adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed
and were most recently the inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy
Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make readers shiver today.
  short stories by roald dahl: The Best of Roald Dahl Roald Dahl, 1983 This collection brings
together Dahl's finest work, illustrating his genius for the horrific and grotesque which is



unparalleled. Dahl has the mastery of plot and characters possessed by great writers of the past,
along with a wildness and wryness of his own. One of his trademarks is writing beautifully about the
ugly, even the horrible. --Los Angeles Times An ingenious imagination, a fascination with odd and
ordinary detail, and a lust for its thorough exploitation are the...strengths of Dahl's storytelling.
--New York Times Book Review
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