john niven the second coming

John Niven The Second Coming: A Deep Dive into His Provocative Novel

john niven the second coming is a phrase that has intrigued many literary enthusiasts,
especially those who appreciate dark humor and sharp social commentary. John Niven, a
Scottish author known for his witty and often controversial writing style, delivered a
gripping narrative in his novel *The Second Coming*. This book stands out not only for its
bold themes but also for the way it challenges conventional storytelling about religion,
redemption, and modern society. If you’'re curious about what makes *The Second
Coming* such a compelling read, this article explores its core elements, themes, and the
unique voice John Niven brings to contemporary literature.

Who Is John Niven?

Before diving into *The Second Coming#*, it’s important to understand the mind behind the
novel. John Niven is a celebrated author and screenwriter whose work often blends satire
with drama. He has a knack for dissecting human nature, celebrity culture, and societal
hypocrisy with a biting wit that makes readers both laugh and think. His previous novels,
like *Kill Your Friends* and *Cold Hands*, have earned critical acclaim for their
unflinching portrayal of darker aspects of life.

In *The Second Coming*, Niven takes on a topic that’s been explored countless times but
rarely with such irreverence—the return of Jesus Christ. His approach is neither
traditional nor reverent but instead refreshingly candid and provocative, making readers
question their preconceived notions about faith and morality.

Exploring the Premise of John Niven The Second
Coming

At its core, *The Second Coming* imagines what would happen if Jesus Christ returned to
Earth in the 21st century, but with a twist. Rather than the serene, saintly figure often
depicted in religious texts, Niven’s Jesus is flawed, sarcastic, and deeply human. This
portrayal opens up a wide array of questions about spirituality, humanity, and the role of
religion in modern society.

A Modern Messiah in a Complicated World

Niven’s Jesus is not just a religious icon; he’s a character who must navigate the
complexities of contemporary life, including media scrutiny, celebrity culture, and political
agendas. This makes *The Second Coming* a fascinating commentary on how the sacred
intersects with the profane in our media-saturated world.



The novel also delves into themes of redemption and skepticism. Readers are invited to
explore what it truly means to believe, and whether faith can survive in an age dominated
by cynicism and instant gratification.

Satire Meets Spirituality

One of the standout features of *The Second Coming* is the way John Niven blends satire
with spirituality. The book doesn’t shy away from poking fun at religious institutions and
dogma, but it also treats the subject matter with a surprising amount of respect and
nuance. This balance makes the novel accessible to both believers and skeptics, fostering
a broader conversation about faith and doubt.

Key Themes and Takeaways in John Niven The
Second Coming

John Niven’s *The Second Coming* is rich with themes that resonate beyond the surface
narrative. Let’s explore some of the central ideas that make this book worth reading.

Faith and Doubt

The novel probes the dynamic tension between faith and doubt, a theme that is universally
relevant. Niven’s Jesus wrestles with the expectations placed upon him and the reality of
his own imperfections. This humanization of a divine figure encourages readers to reflect
on their own beliefs and the complexities involved in faith.

The Role of Media and Celebrity

In today’s world, media shapes much of public perception, and *The Second Coming*
highlights this in a compelling way. Through the eyes of Jesus and other characters, Niven
critiques how news outlets, social media, and celebrity culture influence spiritual and
moral discourse. It’s a reminder of the power—and danger—of modern communication
channels.

Morality in a Modern Context

Niven challenges traditional moral frameworks by placing a biblical figure in
contemporary settings. This juxtaposition raises questions about what constitutes right
and wrong in an era vastly different from biblical times. The novel encourages readers to
think critically about morality and ethics in a rapidly changing world.



Why John Niven The Second Coming Resonates
Today

In an age where spirituality often competes with secularism, *The Second Coming* offers
a fresh perspective that is both entertaining and thought-provoking. John Niven’s novel
resonates because it doesn’t preach or condemn; instead, it invites dialogue.

Relatability Through Imperfection

John Niven’s portrayal of Jesus as a flawed, relatable character breaks down barriers for
readers who might feel alienated by traditional religious narratives. It’s a reminder that
spirituality need not be perfect or pristine to be meaningful.

Engaging Storytelling with a Message

The book’s engaging plot and sharp dialogue keep readers hooked, while the underlying
messages about faith, society, and humanity linger long after the last page. This
combination of entertainment and depth is a hallmark of Niven’s writing style.

Appealing to a Diverse Audience

Whether you’re religious, agnostic, or atheist, *The Second Coming* offers something to
contemplate. Its humor and honesty make it accessible, while its profound themes offer
substance for those seeking deeper meaning.

Tips for Readers Approaching John Niven The
Second Coming

If you’'re considering picking up *The Second Coming*, here are a few tips to enhance
your reading experience:

¢ Keep an open mind: The novel challenges traditional beliefs and may provoke
strong reactions. Embrace the discomfort as part of the journey.

e Focus on the satire: Recognize that Niven uses humor as a tool to explore serious
themes.

¢ Reflect on the questions posed: Don’t just read for plot—think about how the
story relates to your own views on faith, morality, and society.



¢ Discuss with others: This book sparks great conversations, so consider sharing
your thoughts with friends or book clubs.

John Niven’s Unique Contribution to
Contemporary Fiction

*The Second Coming* stands as a testament to John Niven’s ability to tackle challenging
subjects with creativity and boldness. By reimagining a well-known religious figure in a
modern context, he offers fresh insights into enduring questions about human nature and
belief systems.

Moreover, Niven’s prose combines sharp wit with emotional depth, making his storytelling
both accessible and impactful. This novel exemplifies how contemporary fiction can blend
genres—satire, drama, and spiritual exploration—to create a compelling narrative that
resonates on multiple levels.

For readers seeking books that push boundaries and provoke thought, *The Second
Coming* is a must-read. John Niven’s fearless approach invites us to reconsider what we
know about faith and humanity, all while delivering a story that’s as entertaining as it is
enlightening.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of John Niven's 'The Second Coming'?

John Niven's 'The Second Coming' is a dark comedy that explores the story of Jesus Christ
returning to modern-day Earth, dealing with contemporary issues and the absurdities of
modern society.

When was 'The Second Coming' by John Niven
published?

‘The Second Coming' by John Niven was published in 2011.

What themes are explored in 'The Second Coming' by
John Niven?

The novel explores themes such as religion, faith, hypocrisy, modern society, and the clash
between ancient beliefs and contemporary life, all delivered through a satirical and
humorous lens.



How has 'The Second Coming' by John Niven been
received by critics?

‘The Second Coming' received mixed to positive reviews, with praise for its sharp wit and
bold satire, though some critics found its irreverent treatment of religious topics
controversial.

Is 'The Second Coming' by John Niven suitable for all
readers?

Due to its satirical and often irreverent portrayal of religious themes, 'The Second Coming'
is more suitable for adult readers who appreciate dark humor and are open to critical
examinations of religion.

Additional Resources

**John Niven The Second Coming: An In-Depth Review of the Provocative Novel**

john niven the second coming stands as one of the more striking and controversial
works by the Scottish author John Niven, known for his sharp wit and unflinching social
commentary. This novel, published in the mid-2010s, delves into themes of religion,
celebrity culture, and the pervasive influence of media in modern society. Niven’s
distinctive narrative style and provocative subject matter make "The Second Coming" a
compelling read that challenges conventional storytelling while inviting readers to
scrutinize the very fabric of contemporary belief systems.

Exploring the Premise of John Niven The Second
Coming

At its core, *John Niven The Second Coming* revolves around the premise of the literal
return of Jesus Christ to Earth. However, unlike traditional religious narratives, Niven's
portrayal is far from reverential or dogmatic. The novel imagines a scenario where the
Messiah’s second coming is met not with universal acceptance but with skepticism,
commercialism, and media frenzy. This inversion of expectation sets the tone for a darkly
satirical examination of faith intersecting with modern-day cynicism.

Niven’s approach is noteworthy for its balance between humor and gravity. While the book
contains moments of sharp irony and biting sarcasm, it does not shy away from exploring
deeper questions about morality, humanity, and divine intervention. The second coming, in
this narrative, is less about miraculous salvation and more about exposing the hypocrisies
and contradictions inherent in contemporary society.



Characterization and Narrative Style

One of the standout features of *The Second Coming* is Niven'’s skillful character
development. The Messiah figure, far from being a one-dimensional savior, is depicted as
flawed, human, and often bewildered by the world he re-enters. This portrayal subverts
traditional expectations and adds layers of complexity to the narrative.

Supporting characters, including journalists, religious leaders, and ordinary citizens, are
crafted with nuance, reflecting a wide range of responses to the Messiah’s return. Niven’s
sharp dialogue and vivid descriptions create a dynamic and immersive reading experience.

The narrative style is brisk and engaging, with a tone that oscillates between cynical
humor and thoughtful reflection. Niven’s prose is accessible yet sophisticated, making the
book appealing to both casual readers and those seeking a more profound literary
experience.

Thematic Depth and Social Commentary

John Niven’s *The Second Coming* is as much a social critique as it is a work of fiction.
The novel interrogates the commodification of religion and the way media shapes public
perception. In a world obsessed with celebrity culture, the Messiah is treated less like a
divine figure and more like a tabloid spectacle.

Religion in the Modern World

Through the narrative, Niven scrutinizes the place of religion in contemporary life. The
novel questions the relevance of traditional faith in a society driven by science,
technology, and consumerism. It also explores how religious institutions respond to
challenges to their authority, often highlighting hypocrisy and institutional self-interest.

Media and Celebrity Culture

Another critical theme is the portrayal of media frenzy surrounding the Messiah’s return.
The novel paints a vivid picture of sensationalism, the thirst for ratings, and the public’s
appetite for spectacle. This aspect of the story underscores the tension between genuine
spiritual experience and the superficiality bred by mass media.

e Media sensationalism as a barrier to authentic belief

e The role of social media in shaping public opinion about the Messiah

e Celebrity worship versus spiritual reverence



Comparisons to Other Works and Cultural Impact

When analyzing *John Niven The Second Coming*, it is useful to compare it with other
literary and cinematic portrayals of the second coming or messianic figures. Unlike more
solemn or hopeful depictions found in works like C.S. Lewis’s *The Chronicles of Narnia*
or films such as *The Last Temptation of Christ*, Niven’s novel is unapologetically
irreverent and satirical.

This approach aligns more closely with modern, critical takes on religious themes, similar
to those found in the works of authors like Bret Easton Ellis or Michel Houellebecq. The

novel’s cultural impact, while perhaps niche, resonates with readers interested in the
intersection of faith, media, and societal critique.

Pros and Cons of John Niven The Second Coming

1. Pros:
o Sharp social commentary on contemporary religion and media
o Engaging and multi-dimensional characters
o Witty, accessible prose with a balance of humor and seriousness

o Thought-provoking themes that challenge readers’ perspectives

2. Cons:
o The irreverent tone may alienate readers with strong religious convictions
o Some narrative elements may feel cynical or bleak

o Occasional pacing issues due to the density of thematic exploration

Why John Niven The Second Coming Remains
Relevant

In an age where media saturation and the blending of entertainment with spirituality
continue to grow, *John Niven The Second Coming* remains a relevant and insightful



work. Its exploration of how society grapples with profound concepts like faith and
salvation through the lens of modern skepticism is both timely and timeless.

The novel invites readers to contemplate not just the idea of a messianic return but also
what such an event would mean in a world dominated by digital communication,
marketing, and celebrity obsession. It challenges assumptions and encourages a more
critical engagement with the narratives we consume about divinity and morality.

Ultimately, *John Niven The Second Coming* is a significant contribution to contemporary
fiction that uses the provocative premise of the Messiah’s return to explore broader
cultural dynamics. It is a testament to Niven'’s skill as a storyteller and social
commentator, making it a noteworthy read for those interested in literature that
intertwines faith, satire, and modern life.

John Niven The Second Coming

john niven the second coming: The Second Coming John Niven, 2011-04-07 God takes a look
at the Earth around the time of the Renaissance and everything looks pretty good - so he takes a
holiday. In Heaven-time this is just a week’s fishing trip, but on Earth several hundred years go by.
When God returns, he finds all hell has broken loose: world wars, holocausts, famine, capitalism and
‘fucking Christians everywhere’. There’s only one thing for it. They’'re sending the kid back. JC,
reborn, is a struggling musician in New York City, trying to teach the one true commandment: Be
Nice! His best chance to win hearts and minds is to enter American Pop Star. But the number one
show in America is the unholy creation of a record executive who’s more than a match for the Son of
God ... Steven Stelfox.

john niven the second coming: The Devil in the Deal Kim Meredith, 2013-12-18 The most
successful people on any list have one dynamic in common - they are all dealmakers. Dealmaking is
at the heart of business. So why isn’t it the number-one subject in business schools? It is not enough
to be a great negotiator, a brilliant salesman or a natural trader; you need to know how to make
deals quickly, successfully and profitably. Whether you are buying or selling a house, negotiating a
complex business deal, drawing up a contract or concluding a multifaceted transaction, you need to
know how to make a deal. Think about it: How did you transform your dreams into reality? How do
you invest your money? How did you purchase your car? The Devil in the Deal: 50 Secrets to
Successful Dealmaking reveals the 50 secrets that make deals, as well as the 50 devils that break
them, in the real world. It debunks the myths, mysteries and chaotic theories surrounding
dealmaking, thereby enabling you to acquire the expertise you need to become a world-class
dealmaker. Lively personal anecdotes and real-life examples make this a highly entertaining read,
while practical steps and up-to-date, expert advice will light the way for you to hold your own in any
deal, with anyone, about anything.

john niven the second coming: Exile and Embrace Anthony Santoro, 2013-07-09 Examining
the religious debates and dimensions of the death penalty in America

john niven the second coming: Grammar for Grown-ups Katherine Fry, Rowena Kirton,
2012-09-06 A comprehensive but light-hearted guide to grammar for the twenty-first century.
Agitated about apostrophes? Struggling with spelling? Dithering over dangling participles? Stumped
by the subjunctive? Relax. Help is at hand... For native English speakers who realise that there is
more to good English than meets the eye, but don’t know where to start; for parents struggling to
explain the finer details to their kids; and for English- language students everywhere . . . this is the
only book you need. Grammar for Grown-Ups guides you through the perils, pitfalls and problematic
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aspects of the English language, with fun test-yourself sections all the way.

john niven the second coming: The Amateurs John Niven, 2012-05-08 GARY is a sweet and
decent man. Only two things would improve his life - having children with his gorgeous wife Pauline,
and a lower golf handicap. Both are unlikely. PAULINE is wondering how she ended up living in an
ugly little house, driving a second-hand car and making a living dressing up as Tinkerbell. She's
planning to leave Gary for a self-made carpet millionaire. FINDLAY, the Carpet King of Scotland,
wants to trade in his obese wife for a younger model. But if he goes for a divorce she'll take him to
the cleaners. If only there was some way she could be made to disappear... LEE, Gary's luckless
brother, has botched one too many drug deals. Local crime overlord Ranta Campbell gives him one
more job - one last chance to get it right. Lee's done some bad things - but murder? When Gary gets
smashed on the head by a golf ball and miraculously develops an absolutely perfect swing, everyone
finds their fates rest on the final day of the Open Championship...

john niven the second coming: Das Science Fiction Jahr 2012 Sascha Mamczak, Sebastian
Pirling, Wolfgang Jeschke, 2013-03-29 Einzigartig und informativ - mehr Science Fiction geht nicht!
Wir sind rundum von Dingen umgeben, die jahrzehntelang als reinste Science Fiction galten:
Raumfahrt, Nanotechnologie, Smartphones, Twitter ... Nie waren wir der Zukunft naher als jetzt.
Welche Auswirkungen das auf Literatur, Wissenschaft und Medien hat, erfahren Sie im vollig neu
uberarbeiteten Science-Fiction- Jahr - randvoll mit Essays, Rezensionen, Interviews und
Beobachtungen zum erfolgreichsten Genre der Welt.

john niven the second coming: The Sunshine Cruise Company John Niven, 2015-08-13 Susan
Frobisher and Julie Wickham are turning sixty. Susan has just discovered that her recently deceased
husband was not only a swinger but had run up a fortune in debts in pursuing his extravagant
double life. Julie's not faring better: living in a council house and working in an old people's home,
she's desperate for excitement. When the bank threatens to take Susan's beloved home to clear the
debt, the women seek the help of an octogenarian gangster named Nails. Rather than let the bank
take everything Susan has, they're going to take the bank. With the help of Nails and a thrill-crazy,
wheelchair-bound friend they pull off the daring robbery, and discover that getting away with it is
not so easy and that the adventure is only just beginning.

john niven the second coming: Gott bewahre John Niven, 2024-04-11 »Da kommt Gott - tut
so, als wart ihr beschaftigt« - der SPIEGEL-Bestseller von John Niven zum Thema Nachstenliebe
Kaum hat Gott sich im Himmel eine kleine Auszeit gegonnt und Seinem Sohn Jesus Christus die
Geschaftsfuhrung uberlassen, schon herrscht auf Erden das nackte Chaos. Burgerkriege,
Umweltsunden, Armut, Hassprediger, todliche Krankheiten, moralischer Verfall und gnadenloser
Kommerz, so weit das Auge reicht. Was wurde aus der Menschenliebe und dem einzig wahren
Gebot: SEID LIEB? Gott denkt nach und findet nur eine Losung - Sein Sohn Jesus muss erneut auf
die Erde zuruckkehren, um Gutes zu tun. Doch werden die Menschen auf JC horen?

john niven the second coming: Schlechte Comedy Jens Fissenewert, 2021-01-14 Drei Dinge
passieren gleichzeitig: Berufsstart als selbstandiger Zirkuspadagoge, die Entdeckung der
ultimativen Lieblingsband und der Ausbruch einer Krebserkrankung mit 29, die ihn zu einer
folgenschweren Kursanderung zwingt. Der Protagonist fallt aus allen Wolken und bangt um sein
Leben. Nach einer aussichtsreichen Diagnose uberwiegt jedoch die Zuversicht. Eine Chemotherapie
mit 90prozentiger Heilungschance lasst keinen Raum fur Schwermut und bringt eine Menge
ungeahnte Absurditaten und Abenteuer mit sich. Mit Hilfe von Freunden und Familie stolpert der
zuversichtliche Held der Geschichte durch eine wilde Zeit der Genesung - von Klinikaufenthalten,
Alltagsproblemen unter chemischen Keulen und zwischenmenschlichen Hohen und Tiefen im Licht
eines Krankheitsstigmas.

john niven the second coming: 24 Stories Irvine Welsh, A.L. Kennedy, Meera Syal, John
Niven, Pauline Melville, Daisy Buchanan, Christopher Brookmyre, Zoe Venditozzi, Nina Stibbe, Mike
Gayle, Murray Lachlan Young, Barney Farmer, 2018-06-14 In the early hours of 14 June 2017, a fire
engulfed the 24-storey Grenfell Tower in west London, killing at least 72 people and injuring many
more. An entire community was destroyed. For many people affected by this tragedy, the



psychological scars may never heal. Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder is a condition that affects many
people who have endured traumatic events, leaving them unable to move on from life-changing
tragedies. In the immediate aftermath of the fire, the focus was rightly placed on providing food,
shelter and health care for those left homeless - but it is important that we don’t lose sight of the
psychological impact this fire will have had on its survivors. 24 Stories is an anthology of short
stories, written on themes of community and hope, by a mix of the UK’s best established writers and
previously unpublished authors, whose pieces were chosen by Kathy Burke from over 250 entries.
Contributors include: Irvine Welsh, A. L. Kennedy, Meera Syal, John Niven, Pauline Melville, Daisy
Buchanan, Christopher Brookmyre, Zoe Venditozzi, Nina Stibbe, Mike Gayle, Murray Lachlan Young,
Barney Farmer.

john niven the second coming: A layman's account of his faith & practice, as a member
of the Episcopal Church in Scotland ... [By John Niven.] To which are added some forms of
prayer ... With a letter from the Reverend Charles Daubeny to a Scotch nobleman, on the
subject of ecclesiastical unity John NIVEN (of Thornton.), 1801

john niven the second coming: Second Coming of Christ Nathaniel West, 1879

john niven the second coming: Madness, Distress and the Politics of Disablement Helen
Spandler, Jill Anderson, Bob Sapey, 2015-06-16 An exploration of the relationship between madness,
distress and disability, bringing together leading scholars and activists from Europe, North America,
Australia and India.

john niven the second coming: Everything Must Go Dorian Lynskey, 2024-04-11 A brilliantly
original exploration of our obsession with the end of the world, from Mary Shelley’s The Last Man to
the HBO’s The Last of Us. 'Will make you happy to be alive and reading - until the lights go out . . .
Brilliant' - The Spectator 'Clever and voluminous . . . So engagingly plotted and written’ - The
Guardian We have always told ourselves stories about the end of the world. Long before we watched
superintelligent Al wage war on humanity in The Terminator, or read about a catastrophic deluge in
J. G. Ballard’s The Drowned World, art, literature and politics were all haunted by recurring visions
of apocalypse. In Everything Must Go - a colourful, witty and stirring cultural history of the modern
world that weaves in politics, history and science - Dorian Lynskey explores the endings that we
have read, listened to, or watched with morbid fascination, from the sci-fi terrors of H. G. Wells and
John Wyndham to the apocalyptic ballads of Bob Dylan and planet-shattering movie blockbusters.
Whether we're fantasizing about nuclear holocaust or a collision with an asteroid, a devastating
pandemic or a robot revolution, why do we like to scare ourselves, and why do we keep coming back
for more? And how do fictional premonitions of the end play into real-life responses to existential
threats? Deeply illuminating about our past and our present, and surprisingly hopeful about our
future, Everything Must Go will grip you from beginning to, well, end. 'I was blown away by this
book' - Sathnam Sanghera, author of Empireland 'Impossibly epic, brain-expanding, life-affirming
and profound' - Ian Dunt, author of How Westminster Works . . . and Why It Doesn't

john niven the second coming: Granta 161: Sister, Brother Sigrid Rausing, 2022-11-17 From
Nobel laureates to debut novelists, international translations to investigative journalism, each issue
of Granta turns the attention of the world's best writers on to one aspect of the way we live now.

john niven the second coming: America 1844 John Bicknell, 2014-11-01 The presidential
election of 1844 was one of the two or three most momentous elections in American history. Had
Henry Clay won instead of James K. Polk, we'd be living in a very different country today. Polk's
victory cemented the westward expansion that brought Texas, California, and Oregon into the union.
It also took place amid religious turmoil that included anti-Mormon and anti-Catholic violence, and
the “Great Disappointment,” in which thousands of followers of an obscure preacher named William
Miller believed Christ would return to earth in October 1844. Author and journalist John Bicknell
details even more compelling, interwoven events that occurred during this momentous year: the
murder of Joseph Smith, the religious fermentation of the Second Great Awakening, John C.
Frémont's exploration of the West, Charles Goodyear's patenting of vulcanized rubber, the
near-death of President John Tyler in a freak naval explosion, and much more. All of these elements




illustrate the competing visions of the American future—Democrats versus Whigs, Mormons versus
Millerites, nativists versus Catholics, those who risked the venture westward versus those who
stayed safely behind—and how Polk's election cemented the vision of a continental nation.

john niven the second coming: Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland , 1891

john niven the second coming: Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland
Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, 1891 Includes List of members.

john niven the second coming: Information security: risk assessment, management
systems, the ISO/IEC 27001 standard Cesare Gallotti, 2019-01-17 In this book, the following
subjects are included: information security, the risk assessment and treatment processes (with
practical examples), the information security controls. The text is based on the ISO/IEC 27001
standard and on the discussions held during the editing meetings, attended by the author.
Appendixes include short presentations and check lists. CESARE GALLOTTTI has been working since
1999 in the information security and IT process management fields and has been leading many
projects for companies of various sizes and market sectors. He has been leading projects as
consultant or auditor for the compliance with standards and regulations and has been designing and
delivering ISO/IEC 27001, privacy and ITIL training courses. Some of his certifications are: Lead
Auditor ISO/IEC 27001, Lead Auditor 9001, CISA, ITIL Expert and CBCI, CIPP/e. Since 2010, he has
been Italian delegate for the the editing group for the ISO/IEC 27000 standard family. Web:
www.cesaregallotti.it.

john niven the second coming: Taking Sides James William Noll, Larry Madaras, Theodore
D. Goldfarb, Thomas R. Swartz, Frank J. Bonello, James M. SoRelle, 1995 Each volume discusses the
controversial issues surrounding various social topics, and the guide discusses methods, systems,
and techniques for teaching these issues in the classroom.
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