cultural theory and popular culture

Cultural Theory and Popular Culture: Exploring the Dynamic Relationship

cultural theory and popular culture are closely intertwined concepts that offer
fascinating insights into how societies shape, reflect, and communicate their values, beliefs,
and identities. While popular culture encompasses the everyday cultural experiences
enjoyed by the masses—such as music, television, fashion, and social media—cultural
theory provides the critical tools to analyze and understand the deeper meanings, power
structures, and societal impacts behind these phenomena. Together, they open a window
into how culture operates in modern life, influencing everything from politics to personal
identity.

Understanding Cultural Theory

At its core, cultural theory is a framework that helps us interpret the symbols, practices,
and institutions that constitute culture. It draws from various academic disciplines,
including sociology, anthropology, media studies, and philosophy, to explore how culture is
constructed and how it functions within society.

Foundations of Cultural Theory

Cultural theorists are interested in how meaning is created and negotiated. For example,
theorists such as Stuart Hall emphasized the idea of encoding and decoding messages in
media, showing that audiences are not passive receivers but active interpreters of cultural
texts. This approach highlights the role of power and ideology in shaping cultural
narratives.

Other important strands of cultural theory include:

- ¥*Structuralism and Post-Structuralism**: These explore how language and signs create
meaning, questioning the stability of cultural meanings.

- **Marxist Cultural Theory**: Focuses on how culture reflects and perpetuates class
relations and capitalist ideologies.

- **Feminist and Postcolonial Theories**: Examine how gender, race, and colonial histories
are represented and contested in culture.

By applying these perspectives, cultural theory provides tools to see beyond surface
entertainment and uncover how popular culture participates in ongoing social dialogues.

The Role of Popular Culture in Society

Popular culture, often abbreviated as pop culture, includes the music, movies, television



shows, fashion trends, slang, and digital content that dominate everyday life. It is dynamic
and constantly evolving, reflecting current societal moods and issues while also shaping
public opinion.

Popular Culture as a Mirror and a Shaper

One of the key insights from cultural theory is that popular culture acts as both a mirror and
a shaper of society. It mirrors societal values and concerns—whether that’s through
dystopian films reflecting fears about technology or reality TV showing contemporary social
dynamics. At the same time, popular culture shapes how people think about issues such as
identity, gender roles, and power.

For instance, television shows like “The Simpsons” or “Black Mirror” don’t just entertain;
they critique social norms and provoke conversations about politics, technology, and ethics.
Music genres such as hip-hop or punk have historically provided marginalized groups with a
platform to express resistance and identity, influencing broader cultural attitudes.

Mass Media and Cultural Consumption

Mass media plays a crucial role in disseminating and popularizing culture. With the rise of
the internet and social media platforms, the ways people consume and interact with
popular culture have dramatically shifted. Cultural theory helps analyze these changes,
especially the impact of digital culture on identity formation and community building.

For example, social media influencers create new forms of celebrity and cultural capital,
blurring the lines between producers and consumers of culture. Memes, viral videos, and
online fandoms represent new cultural practices that redefine how culture circulates and
evolves.

Intersections of Cultural Theory and Popular
Culture

Understanding the intersections between cultural theory and popular culture allows us to
see how culture is not just entertainment but a site of struggle over meaning and power.
This dynamic relationship raises important questions about representation, ideology, and
resistance.

Representation and Identity in Popular Culture

One of the most significant areas where cultural theory intersects with popular culture is in
the representation of identity. Cultural theorists analyze how race, gender, sexuality, and
class are portrayed in cultural texts and what these portrayals imply about societal values.



For example, the representation of women in media has evolved, but cultural theory helps
us critigue ongoing stereotypes and the ways media can reinforce or challenge patriarchal
norms. Similarly, queer theory—an offshoot of cultural theory—examines how LGBTQ+
identities are represented in popular culture, highlighting both progress and ongoing
marginalization.

Resistance and Subcultures

Popular culture is also a space where resistance to dominant cultural norms can be
expressed. Subcultures—like goths, punks, or hip-hop communities—offer alternative
values and identities that challenge mainstream culture. Cultural theory helps us
understand how these subcultures negotiate identity, power, and authenticity.

Moreover, fan cultures and participatory cultures exemplify how audiences can appropriate
and transform popular culture to create new meanings, often resisting or reinterpreting

dominant narratives. This active engagement shows culture as a living, contested space
rather than a fixed commodity.

Applying Cultural Theory to Everyday Life

You don’t need to be an academic to use cultural theory in understanding your own
experiences with popular culture. Recognizing the layers of meaning behind films, music,
fashion, or social media trends can deepen your appreciation and critical awareness.

Tips for Engaging Critically with Popular Culture

e Look Beyond the Surface: Try to identify the underlying messages or ideologies in
your favorite shows or music.

e Consider the Source and Context: Think about who is producing the content and
what social or economic interests they might have.

* Reflect on Representation: Notice whose stories are being told and whose are
missing or marginalized.

e Engage in Discussions: Talk about cultural texts with others to explore different
perspectives and interpretations.

e Be Open to Subversion: Appreciate how some cultural expressions challenge norms
and open up new ways of thinking.

By applying these tips, you can become a more informed and active participant in culture,



rather than a passive consumer.

The Future of Cultural Theory and Popular
Culture

As technology advances and societies become more interconnected, the relationship
between cultural theory and popular culture continues to evolve. Issues such as digital
surveillance, algorithmic bias, and global cultural flows present new challenges and
opportunities for cultural analysis.

Emerging forms of pop culture, like virtual reality experiences and Al-generated content,
will require fresh theoretical tools to understand their impact on identity and society. At the
same time, ongoing debates about representation, inclusivity, and cultural appropriation
remain central to how culture is produced and consumed.

Exploring cultural theory alongside popular culture offers a vital way to navigate these
complexities, helping us better understand the world we live in and the cultural forces that
shape it.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is cultural theory in the context of popular
culture?

Cultural theory explores how culture, including popular culture, shapes and reflects social
norms, values, and power dynamics within society. It examines the production,
consumption, and interpretation of cultural texts and practices.

How does popular culture influence identity formation
according to cultural theory?

Popular culture provides symbols, narratives, and practices that individuals use to construct
and express their identities. Cultural theory suggests that engagement with popular culture
helps people negotiate social roles, group affiliations, and personal meaning.

What role do power and ideology play in cultural theory
and popular culture?

Cultural theory often analyzes how popular culture can reinforce or challenge dominant
power structures and ideologies. It looks at how media and cultural products either support
mainstream beliefs or provide spaces for resistance and alternative viewpoints.



How has the rise of digital media impacted the study of
cultural theory and popular culture?

Digital media has transformed the production and distribution of popular culture, enabling
more participatory and decentralized cultural practices. Cultural theory now considers how
online platforms influence cultural consumption, identity, and the democratization of
cultural expression.

What is the Birmingham School's contribution to
cultural theory and popular culture?

The Birmingham School, particularly through the work of scholars like Stuart Hall,
emphasized the importance of understanding popular culture as a site of negotiation
between dominant and subordinate groups. They introduced concepts such as
encoding/decoding to analyze media texts and audience interpretation.

How do cultural theorists approach the concept of
subcultures within popular culture?

Cultural theorists study subcultures as groups that create distinct styles and practices to
resist or differentiate themselves from mainstream culture. They explore how subcultures
express alternative identities and challenge dominant cultural norms through fashion,
music, and behavior.

Additional Resources

Cultural Theory and Popular Culture: An Analytical Review

cultural theory and popular culture are intrinsically linked domains that offer profound
insights into the ways societies interpret, produce, and consume meaning. As popular
culture continues to shape contemporary social dynamics, cultural theory provides the
analytical frameworks necessary to decode its complexities. This article delves into the
intersection of cultural theory and popular culture, exploring how theoretical perspectives
illuminate the role of popular media, symbols, and practices in reflecting and influencing
societal values.

Understanding Cultural Theory in the Context of
Popular Culture

Cultural theory broadly refers to the interdisciplinary study of culture, encompassing
diverse approaches from sociology, anthropology, media studies, and critical theory. It
seeks to analyze how cultural meanings are constructed, circulated, and contested within
societies. Popular culture, often characterized by mass-produced entertainment, trends,
and consumer goods, serves as a fertile ground for cultural theory to apply its interpretive
tools.



At its core, cultural theory challenges the notion that popular culture is merely superficial or
trivial. Instead, it positions popular cultural artifacts as sites of ideological negotiation
where power relations, identity politics, and social norms are both reinforced and
subverted. This perspective recognizes popular culture’s dual capacity to perpetuate
dominant ideologies and to foster resistance or alternative viewpoints.

Key Theoretical Frameworks Applied to Popular Culture

Several cultural theorists have shaped the discourse surrounding popular culture, each
offering unique lenses through which to analyze its significance:

e The Frankfurt School: Thinkers like Theodor Adorno and Max Horkheimer critiqued
the "culture industry," arguing that mass-produced culture serves to pacify and
manipulate the masses, promoting conformity and consumerism.

e Stuart Hall and Encoding/Decoding: Hall introduced a model where cultural texts
are encoded by producers with particular meanings but decoded by audiences in
diverse and sometimes oppositional ways, highlighting the active role of consumers in
meaning-making.

e Michel Foucault’s Power/Knowledge: Foucault’s concepts illuminate how popular
culture participates in the dissemination and normalization of power structures
through discourses embedded in media and cultural practices.

e Postmodernism: Postmodern theorists emphasize the fragmented, hyperreal, and
simulacral nature of contemporary popular culture, arguing that traditional boundaries
between high and low culture have blurred.

Popular Culture as a Reflection of Social Values
and Conflicts

Popular culture is often a mirror reflecting societal values, anxieties, and transformations.
Television shows, music, fashion, and digital media are not only entertainment but also
repositories of collective identity and memory. Through the lens of cultural theory, these
cultural products reveal underlying social tensions such as class struggles, racial dynamics,
gender roles, and globalization.

For instance, the rise of superhero films in the 21st century can be interpreted as a
manifestation of contemporary desires for heroism and moral clarity amidst uncertain
geopolitical landscapes. Similarly, the proliferation of reality TV showcases societal
preoccupations with authenticity, surveillance, and social mobility.



Consumption and Production of Popular Culture

The relationship between producers and consumers of popular culture is complex and
dynamic. Cultural theory underscores that consumers are not passive recipients but active
participants who interpret, appropriate, and sometimes resist dominant cultural messages.

e Active Audience Theory: This approach recognizes that audiences bring their own
cultural contexts, histories, and identities to media consumption, resulting in varied
interpretations.

e Subcultures and Resistance: Groups such as punk, goth, or hip-hop communities
utilize popular culture to carve out distinct identities and challenge mainstream
norms.

e Digital Media and Participatory Culture: The advent of social media platforms has
democratized cultural production, enabling fans and creators to co-create content,
blur authorship boundaries, and foster global cultural exchanges.

Challenges and Critiques within Cultural Theory
and Popular Culture Studies

While cultural theory has enriched our understanding of popular culture, it also faces
challenges and critiques. Some scholars argue that early critical theories, particularly those
from the Frankfurt School, were overly pessimistic and elitist, dismissing popular culture as
mere commodification without recognizing its creative potentials.

Moreover, the rapid evolution of digital technologies complicates traditional cultural theory
frameworks. The fluidity of online content, the rise of influencer culture, and algorithm-
driven consumption patterns require updated analytical tools that consider new modalities
of cultural engagement and power.

Balancing Commercialization and Creativity

One persistent tension inherent in popular culture is balancing its commercial imperatives
with its creative and expressive capacities. On the one hand, popular culture is embedded
within capitalist markets, often prioritizing profit maximization, which can lead to formulaic
and homogenized content. On the other hand, it remains a vital space for innovation,
identity exploration, and social commentary.

This dual nature reflects in trends such as:

1. Franchise Dominance: Blockbuster franchises like Marvel or Star Wars illustrate how



popular culture can become commodified yet still generate expansive narratives and
fan engagement.

2. Indie and Alternative Scenes: Independent artists and creators often leverage
popular culture forms to push boundaries and offer counter-narratives.

3. Globalization: The globalization of popular culture leads to cultural hybridization,
where local traditions merge with global trends, creating new cultural expressions and
raising questions about cultural appropriation.

The Future of Cultural Theory in Analyzing
Popular Culture

As popular culture continues to evolve, cultural theory must adapt to address emerging
phenomena such as virtual reality, artificial intelligence-generated content, and the ethical
implications of data-driven media. The increasing interconnectivity of global audiences also
demands a more nuanced consideration of cross-cultural influences and the politics of
representation.

Ultimately, cultural theory and popular culture remain inseparable fields that inform one
another. By critically examining popular culture through theoretical frameworks, scholars
and practitioners gain deeper insights into the fabric of society and the ongoing negotiation
of meaning in a rapidly changing world.

Cultural Theory And Popular Culture

cultural theory and popular culture: Cultural Theory and Popular Culture John Storey,
2006 Whether used on its own or in conjunction with Cultural Theory and Popular Culture: An
Introduction, this reader is a theoretical, analytical, and historical introduction to the study of
popular culture within cultural studies. The readings cover the culture and civilization tradition,
culturalism, structuralism and poststructuralism, Marxism, feminism, and postmodernism, as well as
current debates in the study of popular culture. New to this edition: Four new readings by Stuart
Hall, Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe, Judith Butler, and Savoj Zizek Fully revised general and
section introductions that contextualize and link the readings with key issues in Cultural Theory and
Popular Culture: An Introduction Fully updated bibliography Ideal for courses in: cultural studies
media studies communication studies sociology of culture popular culture visual studies cultural
criticism

cultural theory and popular culture: Cultural Theory and Popular Culture John Storey, 2006
In this 4th edition of his successful Cultural Theory and Popular Culture: An Introduction, John
Storey has extensively revised the text throughout. As before, the book presents a clear and critical
survey of competing theories of and various approaches to popular culture. Retaining the accessible
approach of previous editions, and using relevant and appropriate examples from the texts and
practices of popular culture, this new edition remains a key introduction to the area. New to this
edition bull; bull;Extensively revised, rewritten and updated bull;Improved and expanded content
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throughout including: New chapter on psychoanalysis New section on post-Marxism and the global
postmodern bull;Closer explicit links to the new edition companion reader Cultural Theory and
Popular Culture: a reader bull;More illustrative diagrams and images bull;Fully revised, improved
and updated companion website providing practice and extension promote further understanding of
the study of cultural theory and popular culture The new edition remains essential reading for
undergraduate and postgraduate students of cultural studies, media studies, communication studies,
the sociology of culture, popular culture and other related subjects. John Storey is Professor of
Cultural Studies and Director of the Centre for Research in media and Cultural Studies at the
University of Sunderland. He has published widely in cultural studies, including six books. The most
recent book is called Inventing Popular Culture (Blackwell, 2003). His work has been translated into
Chinese, German, Japanese, Korean, Polish, Spanish, Swedish, and Ukrainian. He is a Visiting
Professor at the universities of Henan and Wuhan.

cultural theory and popular culture: Cultural Theory and Popular Culture John Storey,

cultural theory and popular culture: An Introductory Guide to Cultural Theory and
Popular Culture John Storey, 1993 Presents a detailed critical survey of competing theories of, and
approaches to, popular culture. Storey charts the changing relationship between cultural theory and
popular culture, mapping the relationship between the production of theory and the
consumption/production of culture.

cultural theory and popular culture: Handbuch Cultural Studies und Medienanalyse Andreas
Hepp, Friedrich Krotz, Swantje Lingenberg, Jeffrey Wimmer, 2015-04-09 Das Handbuch bietet in
zahlreichen Beitragen einen Uberblick iiber zentrale Themenfelder und Begriffe des
medienanalytischen Ansatzes der Cultural Studies. Im Fokus stehen die Aspekte, die sich auf
Medien, ihre Produktion, Diskurse und Aneignung beziehen. Der Band strukturiert sich in acht
ibergreifende Themenfelder; jedes wird von einem Uberblicksartikel eréffnet, der das jeweilige Feld
samt seiner Kernbegriffe absteckt und dabei grundlegende Positionen der klassischen
Kommunikations- und Medienwissenschaft kritisch reflektiert. Weitere, kurzere Artikel stellen die
Kernbegriffe im Hinblick auf den jeweiligen Bezug zum Themenfeld sowie zum medienanalytischen
Ansatz der Cultural Studies vor.

cultural theory and popular culture: Rethinking Popular Culture Chandra Mukerji,
Michael Schudson, 1991-07-09 Rethinking Popular Culture presents some of the most important
current scholarship analyzing popular culture. Drawing upon recent developments in cultural theory
and exciting new methods of critical analysis, the essays in this volume break down disciplinary
boundaries and offer fresh insight into popular culture.

cultural theory and popular culture: Introducing Cultural Studies Brian Longhurst, 2008
Now updated with coverage of globalization, youth subcultures, body modification, new media,
virtual cultures and more, 'Introducing Cultural Studies' gives a systematic overview of the concepts,
theories, debates and latest research in the field.

cultural theory and popular culture: Cultural Studies and the Study of Popular Culture John
Storey, 2003 This book introduces the study of contemporary popular culture. Organised around a
series of case studies, each chapter focuses on a different media form and presents a critical
overview of the methodology for the actual study of popular culture.

cultural theory and popular culture: Inventing Popular Culture John Storey, 2009-02-04
John Storey, a leading figure in the field of Cultural Studies, offers an illuminating and vibrant
account of the development of popular culture. Addressing issues such as globalization,
intellectualism, and consumerism, Inventing Popular Culture presents an engaging assessment of
one of the most debated concepts of recent times. Provides a lively and accessible history of the
concept of popular culture by one of the leading experts in the field. Traces the invention and
reinvention of the concept of popular culture from the eighteenth-century “discovery” of folk culture
to contemporary accounts of the cultural impact of globalization. Examines the relationship between
the concept of popular culture and key issues in cultural analyses such as hegemony,
postmodernism, identity, questions of value, consumerism, and everyday life.



cultural theory and popular culture: Valuepack Johnfb(ed.) Storey, 2006-03-16 This pack
consists of Storey, Cultural Theory and Popular Culture: An Introduction 4e (ISBN 0131970682) and
Storey, Cultural Theory and Popular Culture: A Reader 3e (ISBN 0131970690).

cultural theory and popular culture: Schlisselwerke der Cultural Studies Andreas Hepp,
Friedrich Krotz, Tanja Thomas, 2009-08-09 Der vorliegende Band fuhrt in einem doppelten Sinn in
die ,Schliisselwerke’ der Cultural Studies mit einem Schwerpunkt auf ihren medienanalytischen
Ansatz ein: Sein erster Teil stellt grundlegende theoretische Bezugsfelder anhand von Autoren vor,
die fir die Entwicklung der Cultural Studies zentral sind. Im zweiten Teil werden wesentliche
Bereiche der Cultural Studies anhand der Werke zentraler Vertreterinnen und Vertreter dargestellt.
Auf diese Weise eroffnet das Buch 'Schlusselwerke der Cultural Studies' einen umfassenden Einstieg
in diesen aktuellen und kritischen Zugang der Medien-, Kommunikations- und Kulturforschung.

cultural theory and popular culture: From Popular Culture to Everyday Life John Storey,
2014-04-16 From Popular Culture to Everyday Life presents a critical exploration of the development
of everyday life as an object of study in cultural analysis, wherein John Storey addresses the way in
which everyday life is beginning to replace popular culture as a primary concept in cultural studies.
Storey presents a range of different ways of thinking theoretically about the everyday; from
Freudian and Marxist approaches, to chapters exploring topics such as consumption, mediatization
and phenomenological sociology. The book concludes, drawing from the previous nine chapters, with
notes towards a definition of what everyday life might look like as a pedagogic object of study in
cultural studies. This is an ideal introduction to the theories of everyday life for both undergraduate
and postgraduate students of cultural studies, communication studies and media studies.

cultural theory and popular culture: Cultural Studies in Modern China Dongfeng Tao, Lei He,
Yugao He, 2017-07-14 As the first book to introduce and analyze cultural studies in contemporary
China, this volume is an important resource for Western scholars wishing to understand the rise and
development of cultural studies in China. Organized according to subject, it includes extensive
material examining the relationships between culture and politics, as well as culture and institutions
in contemporary China. Further, it discusses the development of cultural debates.

cultural theory and popular culture: An Introduction to Cultural Theory and Popular
Culture John Storey, 1998 Presents a clear and critical survey of the competing theories of and
various approaches to popular culture.

cultural theory and popular culture: Geschichte und Gerechtigkeit Aleida Assmann, Jan
Assmann, Oliver Rathkolb, 2019 Gerechtigkeit ist eine Tugend des Handelns, eine Erwartung an die
Gesellschaftsordnung und eine sorgfaltige und genaue Reflexion des Geschehenen. Zu dem
Bemithen um eine neue allgemeine Rechtssphare, kodifiziert in den Menschenrechten, bekennen
sich immer mehr Menschen und klagen diese Rechte ein, wo immer sie mit Fulsen getreten werden.
Dabei geraten immer neue Gruppen in den Blick. Die Beitrage der Festschrift sind Hubert Christian
Ehalt gewidmet, in dessen wissenschaftlich-publizistischer Arbeit Gerechtigkeit einen zentralen
Raum einnimmt - sie vermessen das Spannungsfeld Geschichte und Gerechtigkeit neu.

cultural theory and popular culture: Popular Culture Theory and Methodology Harold E.
Hinds, Marilyn Ferris Motz, Angela M. S. Nelson, 2006 Since its birth in the 1960s, the study of
popular culture has come a long way in defining its object, its purpose, and its place in academe.
Emerging along the margins of a scholarly establishment that initially dismissed anything popular as
unworthy of serious study-trivial, formulaic, easily digestible, escapist-early practitioners of the
discipline stubbornly set about creating the theoretical and methodological framework upon which a
deeper understanding could be founded. Through seminal essays that document the maturation of
the field as it gradually made headway toward legitimacy, Popular Culture Theory and Methodology
provides students of popular culture with both the historical context and the critical apparatus
required for further growth. For all its progress, the study of popular culture remains a site of
healthy questioning. What exactly is popular culture? How should it be studied? What forces come
together in producing, disseminating, and consuming it? Is it always conformist, or has it the power
to subvert, refashion, resist, and destabilize the status quo? How does it differ from folk culture,



mass culture, commercial culture? Is the line between high and low merely arbitrary? Do the
popular arts have a distinctive aesthetics? This collection offers a wide range of responses to these
and similar questions. Edited by Harold E. Hinds, Jr., Marilyn F. Motz, and Angela M. S. Nelson,
Popular Culture Theory and Methodology charts some of the key turning points in the culture wars
and leads us through the central debates in this fast developing discipline. Authors of the more than
two dozen studies, several of which are newly published here include John Cawelti, Russel B. Nye,
Ray B. Browne, Fred E. H. Schroeder, John Fiske, Lawrence Mintz, David Feldman, Roger Rollin,
Harold Schechter, S. Elizabeth Bird, and Harold E. Hinds, Jr. A valuable bibliography completes the
volume.

cultural theory and popular culture: Handbuch Populare Kultur Hans-Otto Hiigel,
2017-02-18 In diesem Handbuch wird Populare Kultur als interdisziplinares Forschungsfeld und als
eigenstandige Wissenschaftsdisziplin begriundet. Es informiert in rund 120 Artikeln uber alle
Sparten der Popularen Kultur wie Literatur, Film, Fernsehen, Musik und Neue Medien. Die Beitrage
widmen sich dabei allgemeinen Begriffen (wie z.B. Fan, Glamour, Kult) ebenso wie Medien und
Orten der Popularen Kultur (wie z.B. Fernsehen, Graffiti, Video, Kino, Stadion, Volksfestplatz) und
auch Themen und Figuren (wie z.B. Verbrechen, Zukunft, Sex, Diva, Androide, Westernheld). Die
Artikel liefern einen chronologischen Uberblick und beschreiben die aktuellen Auspragungen jedes
Phanomens.

cultural theory and popular culture: Cultural Studies and the Study of Popular Culture
John Storey, 2010-05-31 A revised and updated new edition of this best-selling introduction to the
study of contemporary popular culture. The book presents an accessible introduction to the range of
theories and methods which have been used to study contemporary popular culture. Doing this, it
also provides a map of the development of cultural studies through discussion of its most influential
approaches. Organised around a series of case studies, each chapter focuses on a different media
form and presents a critical overview of the methodology for the actual study of popular culture.
Individual chapters cover topics such as television, fiction, film, newspapers and magazines, popular
music, consumption (television, fan culture and shopping), and the culture of globalisation.For
students new to the field, the book provides instantly usable theories and methods; for those more
familiar with the procedures and politics of cultural studies, the book provides a succinct and
accessible overview.The third edition has been revised, rewritten and expanded throughout,
including a revised and updated Bibliography. More specifically, the book now includes new sections
on print media and celebrity, communities in cyberspace, and a Postscript on the circuit of culture.

cultural theory and popular culture: The Making of English Popular Culture John Storey,
2016-05-20 The Making of English Popular Culture provides an account of the making of popular
culture in the nineteenth century. While a form of what we might describe as popular culture existed
before this period, John Storey has assembled a collection that demonstrates how what we now think
of as popular culture first emerged as a result of the enormous changes that accompanied the
industrial revolution. Particularly significant are the technological changes that made the production
of new forms of culture possible and the concentration of people in urban areas that created
significant audiences for this new culture. Consisting of fourteen original chapters that cover diverse
topics ranging from seaside holidays and the invention of Christmas tradition, to advertising, music
and popular fiction, the collection aims to enhance our understanding of the relationship between
culture and power, as explored through areas such as ‘race’, ethnicity, class, sexuality and gender. It
also aims to encourage within cultural studies a renewed historical sense when engaging critically
with popular culture by exploring the historical conditions surrounding the existence of popular
texts and practices. Written in a highly accessible style The Making of English Popular Culture is an
ideal text for undergraduates studying cultural and media studies, literary studies, cultural history
and visual culture.

cultural theory and popular culture: Cultural Theory and Popular Culture : an
Introduction John Storey, 2009
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