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Diamond Dust by Anita Desai: A Deep Dive into the Short Story’s Subtle Power

diamond dust by anita desai is a captivating short story that reflects the
nuanced mastery of one of India’s most celebrated authors. Anita Desai, known
for her sensitive portrayal of human emotions and complex characters, uses
this particular story to explore themes of alienation, cultural conflict, and
the fragile nature of human connection. If you’re someone who appreciates
literary fiction that quietly yet powerfully captures the intricacies of
life, this story is worth delving into.

In this article, we’ll explore the layers of meaning in diamond dust by Anita
Desai, its thematic richness, character analysis, and why this story
continues to resonate with readers around the world. Whether you’re a student
studying Indian literature or simply a reader looking for a thoughtful short
story, this discussion will enrich your understanding and appreciation of
Desai’s craft.

The Context of Diamond Dust by Anita Desai

Anita Desai’s work often situates itself in the post-colonial Indian milieu,
highlighting the psychological and cultural tensions that arise from the
intersection of tradition and modernity. Diamond dust is no exception. Set
against a backdrop where East meets West, this story subtly reflects the
internal conflicts experienced by individuals caught between different
worlds.

In the broader spectrum of Indian English literature, Desai’s writing stands
out for its quiet intensity and deep introspection. Unlike more overtly
political narratives, diamond dust by Anita Desai focuses on personal and
emotional landscapes, making it a profound piece for understanding human
vulnerability.

Who is Anita Desai?

Before diving deeper into diamond dust, it helps to understand the author
behind the story. Anita Desai is an acclaimed Indian novelist and short story
writer whose works have garnered international recognition. She often
explores themes of identity, alienation, and familial relationships. Her
style is known for poetic prose, vivid imagery, and an empathetic yet
unflinching gaze at her characters’ inner lives.

Her stories frequently feature female protagonists grappling with societal
expectations and personal desires, adding layers of feminist undertones to



her narratives. Diamond dust fits well within this framework, offering
readers a glimpse into the internal struggles of its characters.

Plot Overview and Setting

Diamond dust by Anita Desai unfolds in a setting that is both ordinary and
symbolically charged. Although the narrative is concise, it is laden with
meaning. The story typically revolves around a moment of encounter or
realization that reveals deeper emotional truths.

The title itself—“diamond dust”—evokes images of something beautiful yet
fragile, scattered and ephemeral. This metaphor sets the tone for the story’s
exploration of delicate human emotions and transient moments of connection.

Key Characters

While diamond dust is a short story, its characters are richly drawn. Desai’s
ability to convey complex personalities with minimal exposition is one of her
strengths. The protagonist often embodies a sense of isolation or
displacement, navigating a world that feels both familiar and alien.

The interactions between characters highlight cultural and emotional divides,
emphasizing themes of misunderstanding and the yearning for empathy. These
subtle dynamics create a poignant atmosphere that lingers with the reader.

Thematic Exploration in Diamond Dust by Anita
Desai

One of the reasons diamond dust by Anita Desai remains relevant is its
thematic depth. Let’s explore some of the major themes that emerge from the
narrative.

Alienation and Loneliness

A recurring theme in Desai’s work, alienation manifests vividly in diamond
dust. The characters often feel disconnected from their surroundings and from
each other. This sense of loneliness is not just physical but emotional and
psychological, reflecting a profound human condition.

The story invites readers to empathize with this isolation, making it a
meditation on the universal desire for belonging and understanding.



Cultural Conflict and Identity

Diamond dust subtly addresses the tensions between traditional values and
modern influences. Characters may struggle with their cultural identity,
caught between different worlds or expectations. This theme resonates
strongly in post-colonial literature, where questions of self-definition and
cultural hybridity are paramount.

Desai’s nuanced portrayal avoids clichés, instead presenting cultural
conflict as complex and deeply personal.

The Fragility of Human Connections

The metaphor of diamond dust captures the ephemeral nature of relationships
and moments of intimacy. The story suggests that human connections, while
precious, are often delicate and vulnerable to misunderstanding or loss.

This theme encourages readers to appreciate the small, fleeting interactions
that shape our emotional lives.

Literary Techniques and Style

Anita Desai’s writing style in diamond dust is marked by its poetic quality
and careful attention to detail. Her prose is often lyrical, weaving sensory
imagery that immerses the reader in the story’s emotional landscape.

Symbolism and Imagery

The use of symbolism is central to the story’s impact. From the title itself
to the descriptions of settings and objects, Desai crafts images that
resonate on multiple levels. The “diamond dust” can be interpreted as moments
of clarity, beauty, or pain scattered throughout life.

Her imagery often draws from nature and everyday life, grounding the story in
a tangible reality while inviting deeper reflection.

Point of View and Narrative Voice

Diamond dust typically employs a third-person limited perspective, allowing
readers intimate access to the protagonist’s thoughts and feelings. This
narrative choice enhances the story’s emotional immediacy and subtlety.



Desai’s voice remains restrained yet evocative, avoiding melodrama while
conveying profound emotional truths.

Why Diamond Dust by Anita Desai Matters Today

In an era where fast-paced narratives and overt drama often dominate, diamond
dust by Anita Desai offers a refreshing and necessary pause. Its quiet
exploration of human vulnerability and cultural complexity speaks to readers
across generations and geographies.

The story’s focus on internal conflict and emotional nuance makes it a
valuable text for those interested in psychology, cultural studies, and
literary artistry. Moreover, it encourages mindfulness about the fleeting
nature of life’s precious moments.

Tips for Readers and Students

If you’re approaching diamond dust for study or personal enjoyment, here are
some tips to deepen your engagement:

Read slowly and attentively: The story’s power lies in its subtle
details and emotional undercurrents.

Reflect on the symbolism: Consider what diamond dust represents in
different contexts within the story.

Explore cultural references: Understanding the socio-cultural background
can enrich your interpretation.

Discuss with others: Sharing insights can reveal new perspectives and
enhance appreciation.

Connecting Diamond Dust to Anita Desai’s Wider
Body of Work

Diamond dust fits seamlessly into the broader themes and styles that define
Anita Desai’s literary career. Like her novels such as “Clear Light of Day”
and “Fasting, Feasting,” this story emphasizes internal emotional landscapes
and the complexities of family and cultural identity.

For readers familiar with Desai’s work, diamond dust offers a compact yet



potent example of her narrative skill. For newcomers, it serves as an
inviting introduction to her nuanced storytelling.

Exploring diamond dust alongside Desai’s other stories and novels can provide
a richer understanding of her recurring motifs and artistic concerns.

---

In the quiet world of diamond dust by Anita Desai, every detail matters, and
every emotion is finely etched. This story, though brief, opens up vast
spaces for reflection on identity, connection, and the delicate beauty of
life’s fleeting moments. Whether you’re reading it for academic purposes or
personal interest, it’s a literary gem worth savoring.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Diamond Dust' by Anita
Desai?
'Diamond Dust' explores themes of loneliness, human connection, and the
search for meaning in life. It delves into the lives of two emotionally
isolated characters who find solace in each other's company.

Who are the main characters in 'Diamond Dust'?
The main characters are Nirode, a professor, and Rehana, a young woman who
becomes his tenant. Their evolving relationship forms the crux of the novel.

How does Anita Desai portray loneliness in 'Diamond
Dust'?
Anita Desai portrays loneliness as a pervasive and profound emotional state
affecting both Nirode and Rehana, highlighting their internal struggles and
desire for companionship.

What role does the setting play in 'Diamond Dust'?
The setting, primarily Nirode's apartment in a bustling city, serves as a
confined space where the characters' emotional exchanges occur, emphasizing
isolation amidst urban chaos.

How is the relationship between Nirode and Rehana
developed in the novel?
Their relationship develops gradually from landlord and tenant to a deeper
emotional bond, showcasing themes of understanding, empathy, and unlikely



friendship.

What literary techniques does Anita Desai use in
'Diamond Dust'?
Desai employs vivid imagery, introspective narrative style, and nuanced
character development to explore complex emotional landscapes.

Is 'Diamond Dust' representative of Anita Desai's
writing style?
Yes, 'Diamond Dust' reflects Desai's signature style of exploring
psychological depth, human emotions, and intricate interpersonal
relationships with lyrical prose.

What social issues are touched upon in 'Diamond
Dust'?
The novel subtly addresses social issues such as generational gaps, societal
expectations, and the constraints faced by women like Rehana.

Why is 'Diamond Dust' considered an important work
in contemporary Indian literature?
'Diamond Dust' is significant for its intimate portrayal of human emotions
and relationships, contributing to contemporary Indian literature by offering
insight into urban life's complexities and personal alienation.

Additional Resources
Diamond Dust by Anita Desai: A Profound Exploration of Human Psyche and
Cultural Nuances

diamond dust by anita desai stands out as an evocative literary work that
delves deep into the complexities of human relationships and cultural
identities. Known for her profound narrative style and keen psychological
insight, Anita Desai crafts this story with a delicate balance of emotional
depth and socio-cultural commentary. This piece not only enriches the
reader’s understanding of the characters’ inner worlds but also reflects
broader themes prevalent in contemporary Indian literature.

In-depth Analysis of Diamond Dust by Anita



Desai

Anita Desai’s storytelling prowess in diamond dust by anita desai is
characterized by her ability to weave intricate emotional tapestries while
maintaining a restrained and thoughtful narrative voice. The story’s subtlety
lies in its exploration of loneliness, alienation, and the human desire for
connection, themes that resonate universally yet are grounded firmly within
the Indian socio-cultural fabric.

The narrative unfolds through well-drawn characters whose internal conflicts
mirror the external societal pressures they face. Desai’s use of evocative
imagery, such as the metaphor of “diamond dust,” symbolizes the fragility and
transient beauty of human experiences. This metaphor serves as a thematic
anchor, reflecting the shimmering yet elusive nature of happiness and
fulfillment in the characters’ lives.

Characterization and Psychological Depth

One of the most compelling features of diamond dust by anita desai is its
nuanced characterization. The protagonists are portrayed with layers of
complexity that invite readers to empathize with their struggles. Desai’s
psychological insight allows for a vivid portrayal of their vulnerabilities,
fears, and aspirations.

The interplay between the characters’ internal dilemmas and their external
realities is skillfully handled, offering a critique of societal expectations
and traditional norms. This dynamic becomes a vehicle for exploring broader
questions about identity, belonging, and the clash between modernity and
tradition in Indian society.

Stylistic Elements and Narrative Techniques

Anita Desai employs a restrained yet lyrical prose style in diamond dust by
anita desai, which enhances the story’s contemplative mood. Her narrative
technique often involves close third-person perspectives, providing intimate
access to the characters’ thoughts without overwhelming the reader with
sentimentality.

The pacing of the story is deliberate, allowing moments of quiet reflection
to punctuate the narrative flow. This technique effectively mirrors the
characters’ own processes of introspection and emotional reckoning.
Additionally, Desai’s skillful use of symbolism and motifs enriches the text,
inviting multiple interpretations and deeper engagement.



Contextualizing Diamond Dust in Anita Desai’s
Oeuvre and Indian Literature

Diamond dust by anita desai fits seamlessly within the broader context of
Desai’s literary career, which frequently addresses themes of displacement,
cultural conflict, and interpersonal relationships. Compared to some of her
earlier works, this story reflects a matured narrative voice, one that is
both compassionate and critically aware.

In the landscape of Indian English literature, diamond dust stands out for
its subtle approach to themes often explored through more dramatic or overt
narratives. Desai’s emphasis on psychological realism and understated
storytelling contrasts with the works of contemporaries who might prioritize
plot-driven or politically charged narratives. This positions diamond dust as
a significant contribution to the genre, offering an alternative lens through
which to examine Indian society and individual experience.

Comparative Insights: Diamond Dust and Other Works
by Anita Desai

When compared to novels like “Clear Light of Day” or “Fasting, Feasting,”
diamond dust by anita desai maintains thematic continuity while experimenting
with form and brevity. Its short story format demands a concentrated
narrative impact, which Desai achieves through meticulous language and
focused thematic exploration.

The story’s introspective tone aligns with Desai’s broader literary
preoccupations but distinguishes itself by its poetic economy and symbolic
density. This makes diamond dust a compelling study in how short fiction can
encapsulate complex emotional and cultural realities within a limited textual
space.

Relevance and Reception in Contemporary
Literary Circles

Diamond dust by anita desai continues to attract scholarly attention for its
layered narrative and cultural significance. Literary critics often highlight
the story’s exploration of marginalized voices and its subtle interrogation
of societal norms. Its relevance extends to discussions on postcolonial
identity, gender dynamics, and the evolving nature of Indian urban life.

The story’s reception among readers is marked by appreciation for its
emotional honesty and stylistic elegance. It serves as an accessible yet
profound entry point into Anita Desai’s literary world, making it a valuable



text for both academic study and personal reflection.

Pros and Cons from a Literary Perspective

Pros: Rich psychological insight, elegant prose, effective use of
symbolism, culturally nuanced themes.

Cons: The subtlety and slow pacing may challenge readers seeking action-
driven plots; some may find the narrative’s introspective nature less
immediately engaging.

Exploring diamond dust by anita desai reveals a layered narrative that
rewards patient readers with profound reflections on the human condition. Its
subtle critique of societal expectations and the fragile beauty of fleeting
moments situates it as a timeless piece within contemporary Indian
literature. Through this story, Anita Desai reaffirms her status as a master
of psychological and cultural storytelling, inviting readers to ponder the
delicate intersections of identity, emotion, and tradition.
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  diamond dust by anita desai: Diamond Dust & Other Stories Anita Desai, 2011-12-20
Whole lives come into focus in this rich and diverse collection, as Desai trains her luminous spotlight
on private universes from India to Canada and New England, from Cornwall to Mexico. Her
protagonists set out on journeys and find themselves suddenly beyond the pale, or surprisingly back
where they started from. Caught up in cycles of hope and disappointment, their lives are ruled by
the seasons, or straitjacketed by the conventions of hospitality, friendship and family. In the title
story, a beloved dog, black as Satan, brings nothing but disaster; in another, a business man away
from home sees his own death; and elsewhere, old relationships stir up buried resentments, issues
demand commitment - or escape. And in the final quiet masterpiece, one of Delhi's girls of slender
means finds a kind of joy and freedom in a strange rooftop community.
  diamond dust by anita desai: Diamond Dust Anita Desai, 2000 Whole lives come into focus in
this rich and diverse collection, as Desai shines her luminous spotlight on private universes from
India to Canada and New England, from Cornwall to Mexico. Her protagonists set forth on journeys
and find themselves suddenly beyond the pale, or surprisingly back where they started. Caught up in
cycles of hope and disappointment, their lives are ruled by the seasons, at the mercy of heat and
dust, or straightjacketed by the conventions of hospitality, friendship and family. In the title story, a
beloved dog, black as Satan, brings nothing but disaster. In another, a businessman away from home
sees his own death. Elsewhere, old relationships stir up buried resentments, issues demand
commitment, or escape. And in the final masterpiece, one of Delhi's girls of slender means finds a
kind of joy and freedom in a strange rooftop community. Desai writes beautifully, with humour and
delicacy, charm and compassion, about ordinary lives in a disconcerting world.
  diamond dust by anita desai: A Study Guide for Anita Desai's "Diamond Dust" Gale, Cengage
Learning, A Study Guide for Anita Desai's Diamond Dust, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short

http://www.killa-beez.com/archive-th-114/diamond-dust-by-anita-desai.pdf


Stories for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author
biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For
any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of your research needs.
  diamond dust by anita desai: A Study Guide for Anita Desai's Diamond Dust Cengage
Learning Gale, 2018
  diamond dust by anita desai: Critical Responses to Anita Desai Shubha Tiwari, 2004 Anita
Desai And Her Novels Have Been An Enigma For Decades. Scholars, Critics, Researchers And
Students Have Never Stopped Marvelling About Supremacy Of Idea Over Matter In The Works Of
This Gifted Novelist. The Philosophical Mood, The Realization Of A Grand Design, The Presence Of
Unsaid, Unarticulated Realities All These Have Forever Teased The Mind Of The Discerning Reader.
In The Present Volume, Anita Desai Has Been Extensively And Intensely Probed. As The Reader Will
See, The Thrust Has Been More On Psychological And Intellectual Facets Of Her Fiction, Rather
Than Social, Cultural Or Physical Areas. This Is The Trend Of Criticism These Days And It Is Rightly
So. The Fine Subtleties, The Small But Significant Turn Of Events, The Role Of Place In The
Formation Of Mental Scene, The Vitality Of Characters, The Force Of Their Personalities, The
Intricate Web Of Relationships All These Have Been Examined And Expressed In Words That Are At
Once Easy To Understand As Well As Graceful To Aesthetic Sense.
  diamond dust by anita desai: Diamond Dust Anita Desai, 2000-05-19 A collection of stories
stretching from India to New England to Mexico from the author of Fasting, Feasting—an
“undeniable genius” (TheWashington Post Book World). The men and women in these nine tales set
out on journeys that suddenly go beyond the pale—or surprisingly lead them back to where they
started. In the mischievous title story, a beloved dog brings nothing but disaster to his obsessed
master; in other tales, old friendships and family ties stir up buried feelings, demanding either
renewed commitment or escape. And in the final exquisite story, a young woman discovers a new
kind of freedom in Delhi’s rooftop community. This is a richly diverse, “quiet but deeply satisfying”
collection of stories, from a three-time Man Booker Prize finalist (Kirkus Reviews). “Anita Desai is
one of the most brilliant and subtle writers ever to have described the meeting of eastern and
western culture . . . Both serious and wonderfully entertaining.” —Alison Lurie, Pulitzer
Prize–winning author of Foreign Affairs “Served up with characteristic perspicuity, subtle humor and
attention to the little hypocrisies of the middle class.” —Publishers Weekly
  diamond dust by anita desai: Anita Desai and Her Fictional World Neeru Tandon, 2008
Today Anita Desai Is Recognised For Her Originality, Versatility And The Indigenous Flavour Of Her
Character-Portrayal That She Brings To Her Work. Her Women Characters Are Real Flesh And Blood
Protagonists Who Make You Look At Them With Awe And With Their Relationships To Their
Surroundings, Their Society, Their Men, Their Children, Their Families, Their Mental And
Psychological Make-Ups And Themselves. The Present Book Purports To Be A Pioneering Attempt To
Evaluate Desai S Fiction And Fictional Art From Various Points Of View And Assesses Her
Contribution To The Indian-English Fiction. What Is Unique About This Book Is The Attempt To
Include Desai S Complete Fictional Oeuvre From Her Maiden Attempt Cry, The Peacock (1963) Till
Her Latest Published Work The Zigzag Way (2004). Her Novels Of Four Decades Have Been Divided
Into Different Sections For A Focused Study.The Present Critical Anthology Of Dr. Neeru Tandon On
Anita Desai Is An Admirable Effort On The Presentation Of A Coherent And Comprehensive
Assessment Of Anita Desai As A Powerful Indian English Fiction Writer. In Her Collection She Has
Included Certain Burning Topics Of The Day Such As Male-Female Dichotomy, Existentialist Vision,
Religion And Culture, Concept Of Marriage And Narrative Technique In The Fiction Of Anita Desai.
The Uncomplicated Language And The Natural Flow Of Words Make For Easy Reading. Since Dasai
Is Prescribed In The Syllabus In Most Of The Universities Of India, Both The Teachers And The
Students Will Find This Book Extremely Useful, And The Research Scholars Will Also Find It Very
Interesting And Purposeful.
  diamond dust by anita desai: Indian Women's Short Fiction Joel Kuortti, Mittapalli Rajeshwar,
2007 Although Indian Women S Short Fiction Has Always Enjoyed Equal Importance And Popularity



As Their Novels, Very Little Critical Attention Has Been Paid To It So Far. Indian Women S Short
Fiction Seeks To Fulfil This Long Felt Need. It Puts Together Fifteen Perceptive And Analytical
Articles By Scholars Across The World. The Articles, Which Are Focussed On Native Indian Writing
As Well As Diasporic Short Fiction, Deal With Such Interesting Literary Issues As Construction Of
Femininity, Disablement And Enablement, Bengali Heritage, Hybrid Identities, Nostalgia,
Representation Of The Partition Violence, Tradition And Modernity, And Cultural Perspectivism.It Is
Hoped That The Book Will Prove Useful To Scholars Interested In Short Fiction Studies In General
And Indian Women S Short Fiction In Particular.
  diamond dust by anita desai: Collected Stories Anita Desai, 2012-10-19 Buried resentments,
unexpected disappointments, new friendships, small acts of cruelty, journeys that take you back to
where you started. With trademark compassion and tender irony, Anita Desai’s short stories give us
familiar worlds made unfamiliar, to wonderful effect. An ageing couple is stranded in a stultifying
Delhi summer by the visit of a roguish old Oxford friend, who trades on his charm; an American
woman turns to hippies living in the Indian hills, homesick for the farmlands of Vermont; a dog
terrorizes the neighbourhood but is cherished by his stern master; a Delhi girl of slender means
finds a new kind of freedom with her young friends, in her barsati home; a peaceful game of hide
and seek turns into a nightmare; a businessman sees his own death. In one masterly volume, for the
first time ever, here are Anita Desai’s collected stories —including Diamond Dust and Games at
Twilight.
  diamond dust by anita desai: Originals Clare West, 2010-03-04 Originals introduces
intermediate-level students to a wide range of authors and encourages them to develop their English
by reading for pleasure. The book contains extracts from classic and modern fiction and non-fiction,
written in English by authors from many different countries. There are extracts from classic novels
and short stories, spy and ghost stories, thrillers, war, fantasy novels, a biography and contemporary
fiction. The texts has been carefully selected for the level so that intermediate students, and those
preparing for the Cambridge Preliminary English Test (PET), will be able to understand them with
the help of the notes and exercises.
  diamond dust by anita desai: इण्डियन इंगलिश लिटरेचर Indian English Literature बी बी
पाण्डेय B B Pandey, 2024-07-30 Indian English Literature
  diamond dust by anita desai: Indian English Literature Basavaraj S. Naikar, 2002 Collected In
This Anthology Are Perceptive Articles On The Major Indian English Writers Including Novelists,
Dramatists And Poets Who Have Enriched The Realm Of Letters. The Thematic Concerns Of These
Writers Range From The Mythical To The Mundane; The Colonial To The Postcolonial; The Social To
The Individual And The Psychological To The Satirical. The Anthology Is, Therefore, Polyphonic In
Nature.The Writers Studied In This Anthology Represent All The Three Generations : G.V. Desani,
Mulk Raj Anand, Raja Rao, Chaman Nahal, Arun Joshi, Basavaraj Naikar, Amitav Ghosh, Nayantara
Sahgal, Anita Desai, Shashi Deshpande, Namita Gokhale, Arundhati Roy, Girish Karnad, Jayanta
Mahapatra And T.R. Rajasekharaiah.The Contributors To This Volume Include Basavaraj Naikar,
S.N. Vikram Raj Urs, Shankar Prasad Singha, Aroonima Sinha, P.D. Dubbe, M.R. Verma, Asha
Choubey, N.B. Masal, Kuldeep Kumar, Gajendra Kumar, G.A. Ghanshyam, M.A. Nare, R.K. Gupta
And Binod Mishra.
  diamond dust by anita desai: Saral Prashnottar MA Semester 1 - English IV paper Saral Study
Group सरल स्टडी ग्रुप, 2025-01-14 Indian English Literature Questions and answers for English IV
paper semester 1 of Postgraduate courses of Indian universities in line with National Education
Policy 2020
  diamond dust by anita desai: The Short Story Andrew Kahn, 2021-12-09 What defines a
modern short story is much more than a question of length. Despite the efforts of early pioneers like
Edgar Allan Poe, the genre was originally synonymous with the anecdote or tale and seen more as
entertainment than art. However it has become far more than that, and this Very Short Introduction
considers afresh the form's ongoing innovations in plot construction, capacity for psychological
insight, and ability to offer intensely concentrated perceptions. This book charts the rise of the short



story from its original appearance in magazines and newspapers, largely in the United States and
Great Britain. For much of the nineteenth century, tales were written for the press, and the form's
history is marked by engagement with popular fiction. From the later nineteenth century, the short
story earned a reputation for its skillful use of plot design and character study distinct from the
novel. After the First World War it found outlets in high-brow publications, and single-author
collections, as well as anthologies, were regularly published. Exploring the form's techniques and
themes, Andrew Kahn considers the continuity and variation in key structures and techniques such
as the beginning, the creation of voice, the ironic turn or plot twist, and how writers manage
endings. Throughout he draws on examples from an international and flourishing corpus of work,
with close analysis of classic and lesser-known stories by American, Canadian, Irish, Australian,
Russian, and French masters such as James Baldwin, Grace Paley, Alice Munro, Elizabeth Taylor,
William Trevor, Helen Garner, Chekhov, and Guy de Maupassant. Very Short Introductions: Brilliant,
Sharp, Inspiring ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  diamond dust by anita desai: Indian Women Writing in English Sathupati Prasanna Sree,
2005 Contributed articles presented at a seminar hosted by Andhra University on 20th century
women authors from India.
  diamond dust by anita desai: A Study Guide for Anita Desai's Diamond Dust Kristen A.
Dorsch, 2018
  diamond dust by anita desai: Cambridge International AS and A Level English Language
Coursebook Mike Gould, Marilyn Rankin, 2014-08-21 Comprehensive student-friendly resources
designed for teaching Cambridge International AS and A Level English Language (syllabus 9093).
The core aim of this Coursebook is to help students to develop and apply the key skills they need to
achieve in AS and A Level English Language. They will build the skills needed for assessment
through frequent activities. Divided into two distinct parts for AS and A Level studies, the book
covers a wide range of reading skills, such as understanding aspects of style, voice and tone. It also
addresses the conventions of key kinds of writing and spoken language, from scripted speeches to
travel articles, and looks at how they can capture these conventions in their own work.
  diamond dust by anita desai: Anita Desai Elaine Yee Lin Ho, 2006 The notion of thinking as
an outsider, and the critical distance which this entails, is a key to an understanding of Desai as a
writer, and a recurrent theme in the discussions of her novels and short stories in this book. Through
detailed discussions of a number of short stories and novels, and references to other works by
Indo-English writers, this book shows how Desai maps her India, and opens up a way of reading
India for the reader as outsider.--BOOK JACKET.
  diamond dust by anita desai: Anita Desai, Fire on the Mountain Rama Kundu, 2005 Anita
Desai, A Recipient Of Many Literary Awards In India And Abroad, And A Creative Writing Teacher At
Massachusetts Institute Of Technology Since 1993, In Addition To Being A Fellow Of The Royal
Society Of Literature In London And Honorary Fellow Of The University Of Cambridge, Has Proved
Herself To Be A Major Indian Novelist Of The Post-Seventies India, Whose Novels Epitomize The
Emerging Women S Search For Self-Hood In The Indian Context.Fire On The Mountain (1977),
Winner Of The 1978 National Academy Of Letters Award, And Generally Considered Desai S
Masterpiece, Is A Beautiful Novel, Focused On Two Elderly Ladies And One Small Girl. Nanda Kaul
Retires To A Hill Station House In Her Old Age, And Leads An Isolated Life There, When Her
Great-Granddaughter Comes To Stay. With The Arrival Of Raka The Story Takes A New Turn,
Gathers Momentum, And Unfurls Quickly To A Symbolic End When The Mountain Has Been Set On
Fire.The Atlantic Critical Study Of Fire On The Mountain, Which Is Primarily Meant For The
Students Of English Literature Of Indian Universities, Is A Comprehensive, Self-Sufficient And
In-Depth Study Of The Text. The Author, A Distinguished Scholar In The Area, Has Taken Special
Care To Combine Lucidity And Profundity In Her Treatment Of The Text. In Its Eight Chapters The



Present Study Examines The Text From Various Angles Such As The Title, Themes, Characters,
Images And Symbols, Narrative Technique, And Feminist Discourse, In Addition To Providing An
Introduction , A Brief Story-Outline , And A Detailed Critical Summary Of The Entire Text In Its
Three Parts, Along With A Select Bibliography And Sample Questions. The Book Will Be Immensely
Useful For Students, Scholars And Teachers In The Area.
  diamond dust by anita desai: Teaching the Short Story A. Cox, 2015-12-04 The short story is
moving from relative neglect to a central position in the curriculum; as a teaching tool, it offers
students a route into many complex areas, including critical theory, gender studies, postcolonialism
and genre. This book offers a practical guide to the short story in the classroom, covering all these
fields and more.
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