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Animal Crossing Fish Guide by Month: Catch Them All Year-Round

animal crossing fish guide by month is an essential resource for both new and
seasoned players looking to maximize their fishing experience in Animal
Crossing: New Horizons. The game’s dynamic ecosystem means that different
fish appear during specific months, times of day, and weather conditions.
Understanding when and where to find each species not only helps you complete
your museum collection but also boosts your in-game income through selling
rare catches. Let’s dive into the world of Animal Crossing fishing and
explore the best strategies to catch every fish throughout the year.

Why Use an Animal Crossing Fish Guide by Month?

Fishing in Animal Crossing is more than a leisurely pastime; it’s a vital
part of gameplay that influences your progress and customization options.
Since fish availability changes with the seasons, having a detailed month-by-
month guide removes the guesswork and enhances your efficiency. Whether
you’'re aiming to fill your Critterpedia, earn Bells, or complete special
requests from villagers, knowing the exact timing for each fish can save time
and improve your overall experience.

Additionally, seasonal fish often correspond with real-world months, adding a
layer of immersion and making the game’s ecosystem feel alive. For instance,
certain fish are only available in summer months, while others appear
exclusively during winter or in the rainy season. This dynamic keeps fishing
fresh and encourages players to explore their island year-round.

Animal Crossing Fish Guide by Month: Seasonal
Breakdown

Winter Months (December - February)

Winter introduces unique aquatic life that thrives in colder conditions.
While the number of fish species available may be fewer compared to summer,
some rare and valuable catches make winter fishing worthwhile.

e Coelacanth: This prehistoric fish only appears when it’s raining, making
it a coveted prize during winter showers.

e Barreleye: Found deep in the ocean, this elusive fish is available year-



round but is especially sought after in winter for its rarity.

e Stringfish: Found in river clifftop waters, this species appears from
December through February and is a high-value catch.

e Sturgeon: Another rare winter fish found in river clifftops, prized for
its size and selling price.

To maximize your winter fishing, keep an eye on weather patterns and focus on
fishing during rainstorms to increase your chances of catching unique species
like the Coelacanth.

Spring Months (March - May)

Spring signals a refreshing change, bringing an influx of new fish species as
the island thaws and life returns. This season is excellent for anglers
aiming to expand their collections with both common and rare fish.

e Cherry Salmon: A spring-only fish that can be found in rivers, often
near waterfalls.

e Char: Similar to the Cherry Salmon, Char are present in spring and fall,
typically in river clifftop areas.

e Stringfish: Continues to be available in spring, offering another chance
to catch this prized species.

e Smelt: A small fish found in rivers during early mornings and evenings,
perfect for players looking to complete their Critterpedia.

Spring fishing rewards patience, and it’'s a great time to gather a variety of
species before the summer rush. Early mornings and late evenings tend to be
the best times for many spring fish, so plan your fishing trips accordingly.

Summer Months (June - August)

Summer brings the highest diversity of fish, including many tropical species
exclusive to this season. The longer daylight hours and warm weather create
perfect conditions for fishing.

e Neon Tetra: A small, colorful fish found in ponds during summer, often
near the beach.



e Stringfish and King Salmon: Both appear in summer, with King Salmon
being particularly valuable and challenging to catch.

e Tadpole: Although not a fish, tadpoles appear in ponds and are notable
critters during summer.

e Giant Trevally: A large ocean fish exclusive to summer months, often
found near rocky shores.

If you want to catch rare summer fish, focus on fishing at the right times.
Many summer fish are available throughout the day, but some, like the Giant
Trevally, appear more frequently during the afternoon and evening.

Fall Months (September - November)

Fall introduces a mix of summer remnants and winter newcomers, making it a
transitional period filled with diverse fishing opportunities.
e Barred Knifejaw: A valuable ocean fish appearing exclusively in fall.

e Salmon and King Salmon: Both are prominent in river mouths and are
prized for their size and selling price.

e Stringfish and Char: Continue to be available, allowing players to
target these high-value species before winter.

e Golden Trout: A rare find in river clifftops, perfect for collectors.

Fall fishing is ideal for those looking to complete their collections before
winter’s limited selection. The cooler temperatures and changing foliage make
the island atmosphere especially immersive during this season.

Additional Tips for Mastering the Animal
Crossing Fish Guide by Month

Time of Day Matters

Many fish appear only during specific hours, so combining your monthly
knowledge with time-of-day awareness is crucial. For example, some nocturnal
species like the Catfish or Oarfish only show up after 4 PM. Early risers



might catch fish like the Bitterling or Pond Smelt during dawn hours.

Weather Influences Catch Rates

Rainy days aren’t just atmospheric; they directly impact fish availability.

Certain rare fish, such as the Coelacanth, only appear during rain. Embrace

rainy days as prime fishing opportunities, and consider checking the in-game
weather forecast when planning your fishing excursions.

Use the Right Fishing Spots

Different fish spawn in distinct environments: river mouths, clifftops,
ponds, or the ocean. Knowing where to fish based on the species you'’re
targeting can drastically improve your success rate. For instance, the
Stringfish and Sturgeon require fishing at river clifftops, while the Barred
Knifejaw is ocean-exclusive.

Be Patient and Observe Shadows

Fish shadows vary in size and can hint at the type of fish beneath the water.
Larger shadows often indicate rare or valuable fish, so take your time to
spot these before casting your line. This tactic helps avoid wasting bait and
increases your chances of catching big-ticket fish.

Leveraging an Animal Crossing Fish Guide by
Month for Trading and Events

Some fish only appear during certain months, making them hot commodities
among players. Trading rare seasonal fish can help you obtain unique items or
complete collections faster. Moreover, special in-game events sometimes
feature exclusive fish, so staying updated with a monthly fish guide ensures
you won’'t miss out.

For example, the Fishing Tourney event often highlights particular species,

offering rewards for catching them. Being familiar with the fish available by
month lets you prepare ahead and capitalize on these opportunities.

Incorporating Animal Crossing Fish Guide by



Month into Your Daily Routine

Integrating fishing into your daily gameplay routine means you'll steadily
build your fish collection without feeling overwhelmed. Start your day by
checking which fish are currently in season on your island. Then, plan your
fishing trips around the best times and locations, taking advantage of the
weather and daylight hours.

This approach not only helps in completing your Critterpedia but also boosts
your Bell income, allowing you to upgrade your home, buy new furniture, or
invest in island infrastructure. Plus, it’s a relaxing way to enjoy the
game’s charming environment.

The dynamic nature of Animal Crossing’s ecosystem ensures there’s always
something new to discover beneath the waters surrounding your island. By
using an animal crossing fish guide by month, you can efficiently track which
species to look out for, create a fishing schedule that suits your playstyle,
and experience the full richness of the game’s aquatic life all year long.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which fish are available in Animal Crossing during
January?

In January, players can catch fish such as the Barred Knifejaw, Dab, and Tuna
in Animal Crossing, depending on their hemisphere.

How does the availability of fish change by month in
Animal Crossing?

Fish availability varies monthly in Animal Crossing to reflect real-world
seasonal changes, with certain species appearing only in specific months and
times.

Are there any rare fish available only in the winter
months in Animal Crossing?

Yes, rare fish like the Stringfish and the Black Bass are typically available
during winter months in Animal Crossing, making them seasonal collectibles.

Can I catch the Coelacanth all year round in Animal
Crossing?

No, the Coelacanth is only available when it is raining or snowing,
regardless of the month, so weather conditions are key for catching it.



Which months are best for fishing in Animal Crossing
to complete the fish collection quickly?

Spring and summer months generally offer the highest variety of fish in
Animal Crossing, making these months ideal for completing your collection
faster.

How do fish availability differ between the Northern
and Southern Hemispheres by month?

Fish availability is opposite between hemispheres; for example, fish
available in January in the Northern Hemisphere will be available in July in
the Southern Hemisphere.

Are there any fish exclusive to certain months in
Animal Crossing?

Yes, several fish such as the Stringfish and the Golden Trout are exclusive
to specific months, requiring players to fish during those times to catch
them.

What is the best time of day to catch specific fish
in Animal Crossing by month?

Certain fish are only available at specific times of day within their active
months, such as the Catfish appearing at night during summer months.

How can I use the monthly fish guide to plan my
fishing trips in Animal Crossing?

By consulting a monthly fish guide, you can target months when desired fish
are available, increasing your chances of catching rare or seasonal species
efficiently.

Does the fish size vary by month in Animal Crossing?

Fish size can vary, but generally, size is more influenced by the specific
fish species and location rather than the month; however, some larger species
may only appear in certain months.

Additional Resources

Animal Crossing Fish Guide by Month: A Detailed Seasonal Breakdown

animal crossing fish guide by month serves as an essential resource for
players aiming to maximize their fishing activities in the popular life



simulation game Animal Crossing: New Horizons. Understanding which fish are
available during specific months not only enhances gameplay efficiency but
also aids in collecting rare species and completing in-game achievements such
as the museum collection or fulfilling the demands of island residents. This
guide offers an analytical review of the monthly fish availability,
highlighting seasonal changes, regional variations, and strategic tips for
anglers within the game.

Understanding Seasonal Fish Availability

The core mechanic behind fishing in Animal Crossing revolves around seasonal
cycles that influence the appearance of fish. The game’s internal clock and
calendar simulate real-world seasons, meaning that certain fish appear only
during specific months or times of day. This design encourages players to
engage with the game across the year, fostering a dynamic experience that
evolves over time.

Monthly fish availability varies not only by month but also by
hemisphere—Northern or Southern—-reflecting real-world seasonal opposites. For
example, species that are abundant in the Northern Hemisphere’s summer months
(June to August) will typically be found in the Southern Hemisphere during
the equivalent winter months (December to February). This duality is a
critical factor for players to consider when planning their fishing
excursions.

Monthly Breakdown of Fish Species

To navigate the extensive list of fish in Animal Crossing, a month-by-month
breakdown proves invaluable. Each month presents a unique roster of fish,
some common and others rare or exclusive, impacting player strategies for
collection and trade.

e January: Winter months bring cold-water fish such as the Dab and
Seaweed. Notable rarities include the Coelacanth, which appears when it
is raining.

e February: Similar to January, with the addition of species like the
Barred Knifejaw. Players should note the appearance of deep-sea fish
near the pier.

e March: Transitioning towards spring, the return of the Cherry Salmon and
Stringfish marks the start of new fishing opportunities.

e April: Increased availability of river fish such as the Carp and Crucian
Carp, alongside the appearance of the Giant Snakehead in ponds.



e May: A significant month for tropical species like the Napoleonfish,
which can be found near the beach cliffs.

e June: Summer brings the appearance of the Queen Alexandra’s Birdwing and
the elusive Dorado.

e July: Peak season for fish like the Golden Trout and Stringfish,
essential for museum donations.

e August: Continuation of summer species with the addition of the Tuna and
Blue Marlin, prized for their high selling price.

e September: Autumn begins, introducing species such as the Black Bass and
Betta.

e October: Noteworthy for the appearance of the Halloween-themed fish like
the Vampire Fish.

* November: Coldwater species return, including the Salmon and King
Salmon, which are prized for their rarity.

e December: The cycle closes with winter species, and rare fish like the
Coelacanth reappear during rainy days.

Strategic Fishing Tips Based on Monthly
Availability

A strategic approach to fishing in Animal Crossing involves aligning player
activities with the monthly fish calendar. For instance, targeting high-value
species that appear only in limited windows can significantly increase in-
game income. The Blue Marlin, available in July and August, is an example of
a fish that commands a high price, making it a lucrative target during these
months.

Time of Day and Weather Considerations

While the monthly guide provides a macro-level view, additional factors such
as time of day and weather influence fish spawns. Certain species are
nocturnal or crepuscular, appearing only during dawn or dusk hours. For
example, the Catfish appears exclusively during rainy weather, and the
Coelacanth emerges solely when it is raining, irrespective of the month.



Location-Specific Fish

The game’s geography also affects fish availability. Some species are found
only in rivers, others in the ocean, and a few near the island’s pier or in
specific pond types. Understanding these location-based nuances in
conjunction with the monthly guide allows players to optimize their fishing
routes and maximize their catch variety.

Comparing Northern and Southern Hemisphere Fish
Cycles

One of the more nuanced aspects of the animal crossing fish guide by month is
the inversion of seasons between hemispheres. Players selecting their
island’s hemisphere at the start of the game must be aware that the fish
available in January in the Northern Hemisphere will be different from those
in the Southern Hemisphere.

e Northern Hemisphere: Winter months limit fish diversity; summer months
are abundant with rare and tropical fish.

e Southern Hemisphere: Fish availability peaks during the Northern
Hemisphere’s winter months, reflecting the summer season in the south.

This inversion can affect trading dynamics between players from different
regions, as a species rare in one hemisphere during a certain month may be
common in the other.

Implications for Collectors and Traders

For collectors aiming to complete the in-game museum or trade rare fish,
understanding hemisphere-based differences is crucial. Players can coordinate
trades to obtain off-season fish, leveraging the month-by-month guide to
identify what is currently rare or unavailable in their own hemisphere.

Optimizing Fish Collection with the Monthly
Guide

Incorporating the animal crossing fish guide by month into daily gameplay
enables players to create efficient fishing schedules. This practice reduces
time spent aimlessly searching for fish and increases overall productivity.



The guide’s month-specific data assists in prioritizing target species,
whether for completing collections, fulfilling villager requests, or
maximizing Bells earned.

Furthermore, the guide’s integration with other in-game features, such as the
Critterpedia and Nook'’s Cranny shop inventory, allows for comprehensive
planning. Players can anticipate when to stockpile certain fish for future
sales or museum donations.

Using Technology and Community Resources

Many players complement the monthly fish guide with third-party apps and
community databases that provide real-time updates and notifications. These
resources often include filters for hemisphere, time, weather, and location,
enhancing the utility of the monthly guide.

Conclusion

The animal crossing fish guide by month is more than a simple listing; it is
a strategic tool that informs player decisions and enriches the gaming
experience. By understanding the intricate patterns of fish availability,
players can engage more deeply with the game’s ecosystem, making fishing an
enjoyable and rewarding activity year-round. Whether for casual play or
completionist ambitions, leveraging this guide unlocks a more informed and
efficient approach to the aquatic challenges of Animal Crossing.
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Thailand, Vietnam and the Philippines. A must-have reference for divers, marine biologists,
ecologists, commercial fisheries and sports anglers, this book includes a comprehensive
identification guide to the families of reef fishes, with a definitive index. An informative and detailed
Introduction includes area coverage; faunal composition; biology, behavior and ecology of reef
fishes; classification of fishes, and much more. Originally published as Marine Fishes of South-East
Asia, this edition contains numerous revisions in nomenclature affecting both the scientific Latin
names and common names of the region's fishes. In all cases these have been made to reflect the
current universally-accepted terminology. The common names in this book are the result of a recent
initiative undertaken by the Australian Government and Seafood Services Australia. Each species is
depicted in detailed, full-color illustrations by noted marine artists Roger Swainston and Jill Ruse,
including over 35 new species. In many cases, the illustrations show both male and female examples.
With more than 2,000 illustrations and 29 color photographs, this definitive field guide will continue
to be an invaluable resource for professionals and hobbyists alike.
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administrative agencies ... In full text, with tables and index ... including chart of proposed rules,
with time and location of public hearings.
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animal crossing fish guide by month: Tracker's Field Guide James Lowery, 2013-10-15 Jim
Lowery is among North America's leading tracking experts. In this book he distills his remarkable
expertise, gained over decades of intensive research and practical field experience, into a
comprehensive field guide to tracking North American mammals. Fully illustrated with hundreds of
drawings and high-resolution photographs, The Tracker's Field Guide sets a new standard for
tracking books.
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Step richly into the animal world by discovering what their tracks tell you about their purpose, mood
and individuality. Learn to understand an animal’s current behavior and choices through the context
of its biology and the tracks it leaves behind. From decades of field research and teaching tracking
to thousands, expert tracker Jim Lowery leads you to confident identification of tracks and into a
deeper relationship with animals and their habitat, using many examples, tips, and focused notes
written specifically for field exploration. This guide features: Extensive illustrations and photos of
tracks which show you speed, movement and behavior Thorough and concise “Notes for the
Tracker” about the biology of each species, distilled from nearly a thousand primary sources “Track
Windows” which teach you how to access each species’ essence through field exploration Clear
identification tips to help you make distinction between easily confused tracks and compare tracks of
similar species
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Gerald R Allen, 2009-08-01 This phenomenally successful guide to the wealth and variety of fish in
Australia’s tropical waters — including the Great Barrier Reef — and south-east Asia has been
updated and expanded. The book has sold more than 20,000 copies in its previous editions, and is an
invaluable reference for divers and anglers, to both scientists and the lay person; to everyone with
an interest in our remarkable tropical fish. Full colour illustrations by leading Australian marine
artists, Roger Swainton and Jill Ruse, make identification easy. The author has also included an
edibility guide.
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