
african american athletes in history
African American Athletes in History: Trailblazers and Game Changers

african american athletes in history have played an instrumental role not only in
shaping the world of sports but also in advancing social justice and breaking down racial
barriers. From the early 20th century to the present day, these athletes have exemplified
resilience, talent, and determination, often facing and overcoming tremendous adversity.
Their stories are not just about athletic achievements but also about courage, activism,
and the relentless pursuit of equality.

The Early Pioneers: Breaking the Color Barrier

Before the civil rights movement gained momentum, African American athletes were
already making waves, often in the face of segregation and discrimination. The journey of
these trailblazers laid the foundation for future generations to thrive in professional sports
and beyond.

Jackie Robinson: More Than Just Baseball

One of the most iconic figures in the history of African American athletes is Jackie
Robinson. In 1947, Robinson shattered Major League Baseball’s color barrier by joining
the Brooklyn Dodgers, becoming the first African American to play in the MLB in the
modern era. His courage and grace under pressure challenged the deeply entrenched
segregationist norms of the time.

Robinson's impact extended beyond the baseball diamond. He became a symbol of hope
and progress, inspiring countless African Americans to pursue their dreams despite
societal obstacles. His legacy paved the way for integration not only in sports but also in
other areas of American life.

Other Notable Early Figures

- **Jesse Owens**: The legendary track and field athlete who won four gold medals at the
1936 Berlin Olympics, Owens defied Nazi propaganda and racial stereotypes on the world
stage.
- **Joe Louis**: Known as the "Brown Bomber," Louis was a heavyweight boxing champion
whose victories brought pride to African Americans during the 1930s and 40s.
- **Althea Gibson**: Breaking barriers in tennis, Gibson was the first African American to
win a Grand Slam title, opening the doors for future tennis stars of color.



The Civil Rights Era: Athletes as Activists

As the struggle for civil rights intensified in the 1950s and 60s, African American athletes
increasingly used their platforms to advocate for equality and justice. Their activism
intertwined with their athletic excellence, creating a powerful force for change.

Tommie Smith and John Carlos: The 1968 Olympic
Protest

Perhaps one of the most vivid examples of athlete activism was the Black Power salute by
Tommie Smith and John Carlos during the 1968 Mexico City Olympics. After winning gold
and bronze in the 200 meters, the two sprinters raised their fists during the medal
ceremony in a silent yet powerful protest against racial injustice.

Their gesture sparked controversy but also brought global attention to the civil rights
movement. Smith and Carlos faced backlash, but their courage cemented their place in
history as athletes who dared to speak out.

Bill Russell and Muhammad Ali: Champions On and Off
the Field

Bill Russell, an NBA legend with the Boston Celtics, was outspoken about racial issues
throughout his career. He used his status to challenge segregation and discrimination,
often at great personal cost.

Muhammad Ali, perhaps the most famous boxer of all time, transcended sports with his
boldness and activism. Refusing to be drafted into the Vietnam War on moral grounds, Ali
became a symbol of resistance and conviction, inspiring millions worldwide.

Modern African American Athletes: Excellence
and Influence

Today, African American athletes continue to dominate in many sports, breaking records
and setting new standards. Their influence extends beyond competition, as they engage in
philanthropy, business, and social justice initiatives.

Serena Williams: Redefining Tennis Greatness

Serena Williams stands as one of the greatest tennis players in history. Her powerful style,
resilience against injuries, and record-breaking achievements have revolutionized the



sport. More than an athlete, Serena has been a vocal advocate for gender equality and
racial justice, using her platform to inspire young athletes everywhere.

LeBron James: From the Court to Community
Leadership

LeBron James is a modern-day sports icon whose impact transcends basketball. Beyond his
multiple NBA championships and MVP awards, LeBron has invested heavily in education
and social programs, notably opening the “I PROMISE School” in Akron, Ohio, to support
at-risk children.

His leadership in speaking out against racial inequalities and political issues has made him
a significant figure in discussions about athlete activism in the 21st century.

The Cultural and Social Impact of African
American Athletes

The influence of African American athletes in history goes far beyond trophies and medals.
Their presence in sports has challenged societal norms, shifted cultural perceptions, and
inspired generations to dream bigger.

Breaking Stereotypes and Changing Narratives

Historically, African American athletes have fought against stereotypes that questioned
their intellect, discipline, and character. Each victory and record set helped dismantle
these misconceptions, proving that talent and dedication know no racial boundaries.

Inspiring Youth and Communities

Role models like Simone Biles, Michael Jordan, and Maya Moore have inspired countless
young people, especially African American youth, to pursue sports and education. Their
stories emphasize hard work, perseverance, and the importance of giving back to their
communities.

The Intersection of Sports and Social Justice

Athletes today continue to leverage their visibility to address systemic inequalities.
Movements like Black Lives Matter have seen prominent African American athletes taking
active roles in protests, awareness campaigns, and charitable work, illustrating the
ongoing legacy of activism tied to athletic excellence.



Understanding the Challenges Faced by African
American Athletes

While the achievements of African American athletes are celebrated worldwide, it’s
important to acknowledge the unique challenges they have faced and continue to face.

Racism and Discrimination in Sports

From exclusionary policies in early sports leagues to subtle biases in recruitment and
media portrayal, African American athletes have had to navigate a complex landscape.
Awareness of these challenges is critical in fostering a more inclusive environment moving
forward.

The Pressure of Representation

Many African American athletes carry the weight of representing their entire community,
which can add immense pressure. Balancing personal goals with public expectations
requires resilience and support systems.

Economic and Access Barriers

Access to quality training facilities, coaching, and educational opportunities can be limited
for some African American youth due to systemic inequalities. Addressing these gaps is
essential to nurture future talent and ensure equal opportunities.

Looking Ahead: The Future of African American
Athletes

The legacy of african american athletes in history is a testament to the power of sports as
a catalyst for change. As society evolves, so too does the role of athletes as influencers and
advocates.

Emerging stars in diverse sports continue to push boundaries, while initiatives aimed at
increasing diversity in coaching, management, and ownership are gaining momentum. The
stories of past and present athletes serve as a foundation for a future where talent is
recognized and celebrated regardless of race.

Their journeys remind us that sports are not just games — they are platforms for unity,
progress, and inspiration. As fans and communities, embracing and supporting the
achievements and voices of African American athletes enriches the cultural fabric of
sports and society at large.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first African American athlete to win an
Olympic gold medal?
DeHart Hubbard was the first African American athlete to win an Olympic gold medal,
achieving this in the long jump at the 1924 Paris Olympics.

What impact did Jackie Robinson have on African
American athletes in history?
Jackie Robinson broke the color barrier in Major League Baseball in 1947, paving the way
for African American athletes to compete professionally in previously segregated sports.

Which African American athlete is known as the fastest
man in history?
Usain Bolt, though Jamaican, is often recognized as the fastest man in history. Among
African American athletes, Carl Lewis is one of the most celebrated sprinters and long
jumpers in history.

Who was the first African American woman to win an
Olympic gold medal?
Alice Coachman was the first African American woman to win an Olympic gold medal,
achieving this feat in the high jump at the 1948 London Olympics.

How did Muhammad Ali influence African American
athletes and society?
Muhammad Ali was not only a legendary boxer but also a civil rights advocate who used
his platform to challenge racial injustice, inspiring African American athletes to be
outspoken and socially active.

What barriers did African American athletes face during
the early 20th century?
African American athletes faced segregation, limited access to training facilities, racial
discrimination, and exclusion from many professional leagues during the early 20th
century.

Who was the first African American to play in the NBA?
Earl Lloyd was the first African American to play in the NBA, making his debut in 1950.



What is the significance of the 1968 Olympic Black
Power salute?
The 1968 Olympic Black Power salute by Tommie Smith and John Carlos was a powerful
political statement against racial discrimination and injustice, highlighting the role of
African American athletes in civil rights activism.

Which African American female athlete has won the
most Grand Slam tennis titles?
Serena Williams has won the most Grand Slam singles titles among African American
female tennis players, with 23 titles to her name.

How have African American athletes contributed to
social change in the United States?
African American athletes have used their visibility and platforms to advocate for civil
rights, challenge racial inequality, and inspire social change through activism,
philanthropy, and public statements.

Additional Resources
African American Athletes in History: Pioneers, Progress, and Impact

african american athletes in history have played an instrumental role in shaping not
only the world of sports but also broader social and cultural landscapes. From breaking
racial barriers to redefining excellence in athletic performance, these figures have
transcended the boundaries of their respective disciplines, becoming symbols of
perseverance and catalysts for change. This article examines the historical trajectory of
African American athletes, their enduring legacies, and the complex dynamics surrounding
race, sports, and society.

Tracing the Evolution of African American
Athletes in History

The history of African American athletes is inseparable from the broader context of
American social and racial history. Early pioneers faced monumental challenges, including
systemic discrimination, segregation policies, and limited access to professional sports
leagues. Despite these obstacles, African American athletes demonstrated exceptional
talent and resilience, gradually carving out spaces of recognition and respect.



The Early Trailblazers

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, African American athletes began to emerge on
the national scene despite prevailing segregation. Figures like Major Taylor, an African
American cyclist who became a world champion in the 1890s, challenged the racial
barriers of his time. Similarly, Jack Johnson, the first African American world heavyweight
boxing champion in 1908, confronted entrenched racial prejudices by dominating a sport
long controlled by white athletes.

However, the most iconic early figure remains Jesse Owens, whose performance at the
1936 Berlin Olympics not only shattered world records but also directly contradicted Nazi
racial ideology. Owens won four gold medals, illustrating both athletic excellence and the
power of sports as a platform for social commentary.

Breaking Barriers in Team Sports

The integration of African American athletes into professional team sports marked a
pivotal chapter in sports history. Jackie Robinson’s entry into Major League Baseball
(MLB) in 1947 is often cited as a watershed moment. Robinson’s courage and skill helped
dismantle the color barrier in a sport deeply segregated for decades. His impact extended
beyond sports, contributing to the burgeoning civil rights movement.

In the National Football League (NFL) and National Basketball Association (NBA), African
American athletes initially faced exclusion or tokenism but gradually rose to prominence.
Players like Jim Brown in football and Bill Russell in basketball not only excelled
athletically but also used their platforms to address racial inequality.

The Social and Cultural Impact of African
American Athletes

African American athletes in history have not only redefined sportsmanship but have also
become influential voices in social justice. Their contributions extend beyond athletic
achievements, shaping dialogues on race, identity, and equality.

Sports as a Platform for Activism

The intersection of sports and activism is a notable feature in the narrative of African
American athletes. Muhammad Ali, one of the most celebrated boxers, was as renowned
for his political stances as for his prowess in the ring. His refusal to be drafted into the
Vietnam War on moral grounds highlighted the role athletes can play in challenging
government policies and societal norms.

Similarly, the 1968 Olympic Black Power salute by Tommie Smith and John Carlos



symbolized a powerful protest against racial discrimination. Their raised fists during the
medal ceremony ignited global conversations about civil rights and the responsibilities of
athletes as agents of change.

Representation and Role Models

The visibility of African American athletes has had profound implications for
representation in media and popular culture. Icons like Serena Williams in tennis and
LeBron James in basketball have become global ambassadors, inspiring generations across
racial and socioeconomic backgrounds.

Their successes underscore the importance of role models in fostering diversity and
inclusion within sports and beyond. Moreover, these athletes often engage in philanthropy
and community development, further solidifying their societal influence.

Challenges and Controversies Surrounding
African American Athletes

Despite significant progress, African American athletes have continuously navigated
complex challenges, including racial stereotyping, unequal opportunities, and media
biases.

Persistent Racial Stereotypes and Media Portrayal

Studies have documented disparities in how African American athletes are portrayed in
the media compared to their white counterparts. Common stereotypes, such as attributing
success to natural physical ability rather than intelligence or strategic thinking, persist.
This framing can undermine the recognition of African American athletes’ intellectual
contributions to sports.

Furthermore, African American athletes often face heightened scrutiny regarding their
conduct both on and off the field. The double standard in media narratives complicates
efforts to present a balanced and respectful portrayal.

Economic Inequality and Access

While many African American athletes achieve high earnings, systemic economic
disparities affect access to sports training and development at grassroots levels. Urban
areas, where many African American youths reside, frequently lack resources and facilities
compared to more affluent communities.

Programs aimed at increasing accessibility and support for young athletes of color remain



critical to fostering future generations of talent. Addressing these structural inequalities is
essential for ensuring that sports remain a viable avenue for social mobility.

Notable African American Athletes and Their
Legacies

The landscape of African American athletic achievement is vast and diverse. Highlighting
a few emblematic figures offers insight into the multifaceted contributions these athletes
have made.

Jesse Owens – Olympic gold medalist whose 1936 performance challenged racist
ideologies.

Jackie Robinson – Broke MLB’s color barrier and became a symbol of racial
integration.

Muhammad Ali – Boxer and activist who redefined athlete activism.

Bill Russell – NBA legend and civil rights advocate.

Serena Williams – Tennis champion who has revolutionized women’s tennis and
inspired diversity.

LeBron James – Basketball superstar known for philanthropy and social justice
initiatives.

Each of these athletes not only excelled in their disciplines but also shaped the cultural
narratives surrounding race and sports.

The Future Trajectory of African American Athletes

As the sports world continues to globalize and evolve, African American athletes maintain
a central role in pushing boundaries. Emerging talents in diverse sports, including track
and field, basketball, football, and even newer arenas like esports, suggest a broadening
spectrum of influence.

The ongoing dialogue about racial equity in sports institutions, pay equity, and
representation in coaching and management positions reflects the continuing struggle for
comprehensive inclusion. African American athletes remain at the forefront of these
conversations, leveraging their visibility to advocate for systemic reforms.

African American athletes in history embody a legacy that intertwines athletic excellence
with profound social significance. Their stories illuminate the power of sports as more



than competition—serving as a mirror to society’s values and a beacon for progress.

African American Athletes In History

  african american athletes in history: African-American Athletes Nathan Aaseng, 2014-05-14
African Americans have been participating in sports in the United States since the 19th century --
long before many whites accepted them in this context. Since World War II, they have become
recognized as competitors in such diverse fields as baseball, boxing, football, track and field,
gymnastics, tennis, and golf. The change from whites-only participation to black dominance in many
sports did not come painlessly or without the remarkable perseverance of individual athletes. From
the early years to the present day, an impressive array of blacks have achieved success as athletes.
This book profiles more than 155 athletes. Each enlightening biographical entry concentrates on the
events in that person's life related to his or her accomplishments as an athlete and includes a list of
further reading on that person. An introduction, bibliography, subject indexes, general index, and 50
photographs round out the resource. Book jacket.
  african american athletes in history: Encyclopedia of African American History, 1896 to
the Present Paul Finkelman, 2009 Alphabetically-arranged entries from A to C that explores
significant events, major persons, organizations, and political and social movements in
African-American history from 1896 to the twenty-first-century.
  african american athletes in history: Encyclopedia of African American History Leslie M.
Alexander, Walter C. Rucker, 2010-02-09 A fresh compilation of essays and entries based on the
latest research, this work documents African American culture and political activism from the
slavery era through the 20th century. Encyclopedia of African American History introduces readers
to the significant people, events, sociopolitical movements, and ideas that have shaped African
American life from earliest contact between African peoples and Europeans through the late 20th
century. This encyclopedia places the African American experience in the context of the entire
African diaspora, with entries organized in sections on African/European contact and enslavement,
culture, resistance and identity during enslavement, political activism from the Revolutionary War to
Southern emancipation, political activism from Reconstruction to the modern Civil Rights movement,
black nationalism and urbanization, and Pan-Africanism and contemporary black America. Based on
the latest scholarship and engagingly written, there is no better go-to reference for exploring the
history of African Americans and their distinctive impact on American society, politics, business,
literature, art, food, clothing, music, language, and technology.
  african american athletes in history: African Americans in Sports Tamra B. Orr, 2019-12-15
From Jackie Robinson to Venus and Serena Williams, African Americans have used sports to fight for
social change. Many of them had to fight against discrimination, and their strength in the face of
adversity on the field and off has inspired many people. Their stories are presented to readers
through engaging main text that includes annotated quotes from historians, journalists, and the
athletes themselves. Compelling photographs, sidebars, and a timeline help readers trace the
struggles and successes of African Americans in sports, from the distant past to today's current
debates over kneeling during the national anthem.
  african american athletes in history: Encyclopedia of African American Society Gerald D.
Jaynes, 2005-02 An encyclopedic reference of African American history and culture.
  african american athletes in history: The Columbia Guide to African American History Since
1939 Robert L. Harris, Rosalyn Terborg-Penn, 2006 A multifaceted approach to understanding the
central developments in African American history since 1939. It combines a historical overview of
key personalities and movements with essays on specific facets of the African American experience,
a chronology of events, and a guide to further study. From publisher description.

http://www.killa-beez.com/archive-th-114/african-american-athletes-in-history.pdf


  african american athletes in history: African Americans in Sports David K. Wiggins,
2015-03-26 This two-volume set features 400 articles on African-Americans in sports, including
biographical entries as well as entries on events, tournaments, leagues, clubs, films, and
associations. The entries cover all professional, amateur, and college sports such as baseball, tennis,
and golf.
  african american athletes in history: History of African Americans Thomas J. Davis,
2016-10-24 This rich cultural history of African Americans outlines their travails, triumphs, and
achievements in negotiating individual and collective identities to overcome racism, slavery, and the
legacies of these injustices from colonial times to the present. One of every five Americans at the
nation's beginning was an African American-a fact that underscores their importance in U.S. growth
and development. This fascinating study moves from Africans' early contacts with the Americas to
African Americans' 21st-century presence, exploring their role in building the American nation and
in constructing their own identities, communities, and cultures. Historian and lawyer Thomas J.
Davis's multi-themed narrative of compelling content provides a historical overview of the rise of
African Americans from slavery and segregation in their anti-racist quest to enjoy equal rights and
opportunities to reach the American Dream of pursuing happiness. The work features portraits of
individuals and treats images of African Americans in their roles as performers, producers,
consumers, and creators, and as the face of social problems such as crime, education, and poverty.
  african american athletes in history: African Americans in Sports Carla Mooney,
2012-01-20 Author Carla Mooney explores African American involvement in sports in the United
States from the nineteenth century to the present. Blacks' participation in horse racing, track and
field, baseball, basketball, golf, tennis, and boxing are all covered. The book relates the
accomplishments of trailblazers as well as the discrimination, insults, and physical violence they
endured to open the doors of opportunity for black athletes around the country. The achievements of
modern sports stars are also discussed and sidebars feature brief biographies of both pioneers and
superstars.
  african american athletes in history: The Black Athlete as Hero Joseph Dorinson,
2022-11-11 Part history, part biography, this study examines the Black athlete's search to unify what
W.E.B. DuBois called the two unreconciled strivings of African Americans--the struggle to survive in
black society while adapting to white society. Black athletes have served as vanguards of change,
challenging the dominant culture, crossing social boundaries and raising political awareness.
Champions like Joe Louis, Jackie Robinson, Muhammad Ali, Jim Brown, Wilma Rudolph, Roberto
Clemente, Althea Gibson, Arthur Ashe, Serena Williams, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and LeBron James
make a difference, even as many in the Black community question the idea of athletes as role
models. The author argues the importance of sports heroes in a panic-plagued era beset with class
division and racial privilege.
  african american athletes in history: Encyclopedia of African American Education Kofi
Lomotey, 2010 The Encyclopedia of African American Education covers educational institutions at
every level, from preschool through graduate and professional training, with special attention to
historically black and predominantly black colleges and universities. Other entries cover individuals,
organizations, associations, and publications that have had a significant impact on African American
education. The Encyclopedia also presents information on public policy affecting the education of
African Americans, including both court decisions and legislation. It includes a discussion of
curriculum, concepts, theories, and alternative models of education, and addresses the topics of
gender and sexual orientation, religion, and the media. The Encyclopedia also includes a Reader's
Guide, provided to help readers find entries on related topics. It classifies entries in sixteen
categories: Alternative Educational Models Associations and Organizations Biographies Collegiate
Education Curriculum Economics Gender Graduate and Professional Education Historically Black
Colleges and Universities Legal Cases Pre-Collegiate Education Psychology and Human
Development Public Policy Publications Religious Institutions Segregation/Desegregation. Some
entries appear in more than one category. This two-volume reference work will be an invaluable



resource not only for educators and students but for all readers who seek an understanding of
African American education both historically and in the 21st century.
  african american athletes in history: African American History For Dummies Ronda Racha
Penrice, 2011-05-04 Understand the historical and cultural contributions of African Americans Get
to know the people, places, and events that shaped the African American experience Want to better
understand black history? This comprehensive, straight-forward guide traces the African American
journey, from Africa and the slave trade through the Civil War, Jim Crow, and the new millennium.
You'll be an eyewitness to the pivotal events that impacted America's past, present, and future - and
meet the inspiring leaders who struggled to bring about change. How Africans came to America
Black life before - and after - Civil Rights How slaves fought to be free The evolution of African
American culture Great accomplishments by black citizens What it means to be black in America
today
  african american athletes in history: Interpreting Sports at Museums and Historic Sites
Kathryn Leann Harris, 2023-03-28 Sports are intertwined with American society. Since the earliest
forms of native games to today’s extreme competitions, sports have left an indelible mark on the
fabric of American culture. Today, sports are a multibillion-dollar industry. Social media provides a
never ceasing outlet for community interaction surrounding sporting events and discussions. At their
core, sports are an opportunity for self-exploration through the lens of competition, social structures,
and community building. Interpreting Sports at Museums and Historic Sites encourages museums,
historical sites and cultural institutions to consider the history of sport as integral to American
culture and society. Sports provide a vehicle to understanding the growth and development of
America from colonization to globalization. Central to this work is a call to bring a balanced view of
humanity to the sports commemoration conversation. Museums can and should be places of
advocacy and inclusion for all athletes and sports figures: young & old, ametuer & professional, past
& present. Practitioners are encouraged to consider museums as safe spaces to approach
empathetic, complex, enthralling conversations that allow for both celebratory and challenging
topics. This comprehensive study provides analytical direction and practical application for
interpreting sports history at a variety of sites; guiding sports and non-sports museum professionals
alike. A robust series of essays illuminate the innovative, forward thinking nature of sport exhibition
and programming that is an active part of the American museum experience. Thirty-two national and
international authors take an honest look at the ways sports impacts culture and culture impacts
sports. Six thematic essays uncover the particularities of navigating the sports historical landscape
alongside an actively engaged, present-day audience. Then, a wide selection of case studies explore
successful and unsuccessful attempts at attracting the public and engaging in educational discussion
around both uplifting and difficult sports topics. Opportunities for including sports in exhibition
planning and programmatic development are a key benefit of this practical guide. You’ll discover an
astounding variety of viewpoints and methods for offering popular sports programming into your
institutional programming and outreach efforts. From a fun mix of museum professionals, historians,
and sports personnel comes this complete guide to developing and implementing a more cohesive
story of sport history within your institution.
  african american athletes in history: Ball in My Hands David K. Wiggins, 2025-03-27 When
David K. Wiggins released his first anthology of previously published essays on race and sport in
1997, African American athletes were receiving more popular interest and scholarly attention. The
growth of sport history as an academic discipline, combined with an increased interest in Black life
and history, had led to the publication of numerous biographies of African American athletes, studies
on Negro League Baseball, and one survey text on the Black athletic experience, to name a few.
Almost thirty years later, Wiggins’s second anthology is a comprehensive collection that examines
the complex intersection of race, sport, and American culture, discussing the experiences,
challenges, and victories of Black athletes throughout the twentieth century. Featuring eleven
previously published essays, Ball in My Hands: Black Athletes, Race, and American Culture weaves
storytelling and scholarly discussion together in its exploration of well-known figures like Olympic



decathlon champion Milt Campbell, professional tennis icon Arthur Ashe, Olympic sprinter Vince
Matthews, civil rights activist Harry Edwards, basketball legend Kobe Bryant, and more. In his final
essay, Wiggins reflects on his experiences as a White scholar who has spent his forty-year academic
career analyzing and writing about experiences of African Americans in sport and the
interconnection among race, sport, and American culture. With an original introduction and a
foreword from Damion L. Thomas, Museum Curator of Sports at the Smithsonian’s National Museum
of African American History and Culture, Ball in My Hands is not simply a collection of biographies
on individual athletes or write-ups on athletic institutions—rather, it offers a wide-ranging discussion
of the history and meaning of African American sport that will engage not only scholars of African
American history and sport history, but educators, sports enthusiasts, and general readers alike.
  african american athletes in history: Sports and the Racial Divide, Volume II Michael E.
Lomax, Billy Hawkins, 2024-01-18 Contributions by Amy Bass, Ashley Farmer, Sarah K. Fields, Billy
Hawkins, Kurt Edward Kemper, Michael E. Lomax, and David K. Wiggins In Sports and the Racial
Divide, Volume II: A Legacy of African American Athletic Activism, Michael E. Lomax and Billy
Hawkins draw together essays that examine evolving attitudes about race, sports, and athletic
activism in the US. A follow-up to Lomax’s Sports and the Racial Divide: African American and
Latino Experience in an Era of Change, this second anthology links post–World War II African
American protest movements to a range of contemporary social justice interventions. Athlete
activists have joined the ongoing pursuit for Black liberation and self-determination in a number of
ways. Contributors examine some of these efforts, including the fight for HBCUs to enter the NCAA
basketball tournament; Harry Edwards and the boycott of the 1968 Olympic Games; and US sporting
culture in the post-9/11 era. Essays also detail topics like the protest efforts of San Francisco 49ers
quarterback Colin Kaepernick; the link between the Black Power movement and the current Black
Lives Matter movement; and the activism of athletes like Lebron James and Naomi Osaka.
Collectively, these essays reveal a historical narrative in which African Americans have transformed
the currency of athletic achievement into impactful political capital.
  african american athletes in history: African Americans in U.S. Foreign Policy Linda
Heywood, Allison Blakely, Charles Stith, Joshua C. Yesnowitz, 2015-01-30 Bookended by remarks
from African American diplomats Walter C. Carrington and Charles Stith, the essays in this volume
use close readings of speeches, letters, historical archives, diaries, memoirs of policymakers, and
newly available FBI files to confront much-neglected questions related to race and foreign relations
in the United States. Why, for instance, did African Americans profess loyalty and support for the
diplomatic initiatives of a nation that undermined their social, political, and economic well-being
through racist policies and cultural practices? Other contributions explore African Americans'
history in the diplomatic and consular services and the influential roles of cultural ambassadors like
Joe Louis and Louis Armstrong. The volume concludes with an analysis of the effects on race and
foreign policy in the administration of Barack Obama. Groundbreaking and critical, African
Americans in U.S. Foreign Policy expands on the scope and themes of recent collections to offer the
most up-to-date scholarship to students in a range of disciplines, including U.S. and African
American history, Africana studies, political science, and American studies.
  african american athletes in history: The Black Experience in America Britannica
Educational Publishing, 2010-04-01 The outlawing of desegregation and attainment of equal rights
facilitated a new era of possibility throughout American society. This book details the historic deeds
that redefined the American landscape since the 1940s, examining the explosion of creativity that
ensued in the areas of literature, music, and sports as African Americans explore new opportunities
and prospects.
  african american athletes in history: Sports and the Racial Divide Michael E. Lomax,
2011-03-11 With essays by Ron Briley, Michael Ezra, Sarah K. Fields, Billy Hawkins, Jorge Iber, Kurt
Kemper, Michael E. Lomax, Samuel O. Regalado, Richard Santillan, and Maureen Smith This
anthology explores the intersection of race, ethnicity, and sports and analyzes the forces that shaped
the African American and Latino sports experience in post-World War II America. Contributors



reveal that sports often reinforced dominant ideas about race and racial supremacy but that at other
times sports became a platform for addressing racial and social injustices. The African American
sports experience represented the continuation of the ideas of Black Nationalism—racial solidarity,
black empowerment, and a determination to fight against white racism. Three of the essayists
discuss the protest at the 1968 Olympic Games in Mexico City. In football, baseball, basketball,
boxing, and track and field, African American athletes moved toward a position of group strength,
establishing their own values and simultaneously rejecting the cultural norms of whites. Among
Latinos, athletic achievement inspired community celebrations and became a way to express pride in
ethnic and religious heritages as well as a diversion from the work week. Sports was a means by
which leadership and survival tactics were developed and used in the political arena and in the fight
for justice.
  african american athletes in history: Hitler's Black Victims Clarence Lusane, 2004-11-23
Drawing on interviews with the black survivors of Nazi concentration camps and archival research in
North America, Europe, and Africa, this book documents and analyzes the meaning of Nazism's
racial policies towards people of African descent, specifically those born in Germany, England,
France, the United States, and Africa, and the impact of that legacy on contemporary race relations
in Germany, and more generally, in Europe. The book also specifically addresses the concerns of
those surviving Afro-Germans who were victims of Nazism, but have not generally been included in
or benefited from the compensation agreements that have been developed in recent years.
  african american athletes in history: The African American Experience Arvarh E. Strickland,
Robert E. Weems Jr., 2000-11-30 Compared to the early decades of the 20th century, when scholarly
writing on African Americans was limited to a few titles on slavery, Reconstruction, and African
American migration, the last thirty years have witnessed an explosion of works on the African
American experience. With the Civil Rights and Black Power movements of the 1960s came an
increasing demand for the study and teaching of African American history followed by the
publication of increasing numbers of titles on African American life and history. This volume
provides a comprehensive bibliographical and analytical guide to this growing body of literature as
well as an analysis of how the study of African Americans has changed.
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