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A Short History of the World Geoffrey Blainey: Exploring the Masterpiece of
Global History

a short history of the world geoffrey blainey is more than just a book title;
it represents a remarkable journey through time crafted by one of Australia's
most celebrated historians. Geoffrey Blainey, renowned for his accessible yet
scholarly approach, offers readers a panoramic view of human
civilization—from its earliest origins to the modern age. In this article, we
dive into the significance of Blainey'’s work, its historical context, and the
lasting impact it has had on both academic and popular understandings of
world history.

Who is Geoffrey Blainey?

Before delving into the book itself, it’s essential to understand the mind
behind it. Geoffrey Blainey is an Australian historian and author, whose
career spans several decades. Born in 1930, Blainey has authored numerous
works covering Australian history, economic history, and broad global
narratives. His writing style is distinguished by clarity, engaging
storytelling, and a knack for making complex historical events accessible to
general audiences.

Blainey’'s reputation was cemented through his ability to connect local
histories with global developments, helping readers see the
interconnectedness of events across time and space. This skill is
particularly evident in *A Short History of the World*, where he condenses
vast amounts of information without sacrificing nuance.

The Genesis of “A Short History of the World”

The idea of writing a concise yet comprehensive history of the world is
daunting for any historian. Geoffrey Blainey approached this challenge with
the conviction that understanding our shared past is crucial for making sense
of the present and future. The book was originally published in 2000 and has
since become a staple for readers seeking a broad overview of world history.

Blainey aimed to craft a narrative that would appeal not only to scholars but
also to casual readers and students. His work carefully balances political,
social, economic, and cultural histories, presenting them in a way that flows
naturally and keeps readers engaged. This approach has made *A Short History
of the World* a popular choice in educational settings and among history



enthusiasts globally.

Scope and Structure of the Book

The book covers an expansive timeline, beginning with the earliest human
ancestors and moving through significant epochs such as the Agricultural
Revolution, the rise and fall of empires, the Renaissance, the Industrial
Revolution, and the complexities of the modern world. Blainey’s narrative is
chronological but punctuated with thematic insights that help readers grasp
pivotal moments and trends.

Some key features of the book include:

e Clear explanations of major civilizations like Mesopotamia, Egypt,
Greece, Rome, China, and the Islamic world.

e Discussions on the development of technology, religion, and political
systems.

e Examination of the causes and consequences of wars, colonization, and
revolutions.

e Insights into cultural exchanges and the movement of ideas across
continents.

This structure makes the book a valuable resource for anyone wanting to
understand the broad sweep of human history without getting overwhelmed by
excessive detail.

Why “A Short History of the World” Stands Out

Many books attempt to summarize world history, but Blainey’s work is
distinguished by several factors. First, his writing style is remarkably
engaging. He avoids dry academic jargon and instead writes with a
storyteller’s flair, which makes the complex tapestry of history come alive.

Second, the book reflects Blainey'’s deep understanding of historical
causation. He doesn’t just list events; he explains why they happened, what
influenced them, and what their impact was. This analytical depth helps
readers develop a more critical understanding of history rather than merely
memorizing dates and facts.

Third, Blainey’s global perspective is inclusive. Instead of focusing solely
on Western history—a common critique of many historical overviews—he



highlights significant contributions and developments from Asia, Africa, the
Americas, and Oceania. This balanced approach broadens the reader’s
appreciation of the diverse forces shaping human progress.

Historical Insight: The Art of Condensing History

Condensing thousands of years of history into a single volume is a formidable
task. Blainey'’s success lies in his ability to identify key turning points
and themes that resonate throughout human experience. For example, he
emphasizes the impact of technological innovations such as the wheel,
printing press, and steam engine, showing how these transformed societies
worldwide.

Moreover, Blainey underscores the importance of trade networks, cultural
diffusion, and migration, illustrating how no civilization developed in
isolation. This interconnectedness is a central theme running through the
narrative, helping readers appreciate the complexity of global history.

The Influence of Geoffrey Blainey’s Work on
Historical Understanding

Since its publication, *A Short History of the World* has been widely used in
schools and universities as an introductory text. Its accessible nature
encourages readers to explore history further, often inspiring a deeper
interest in specialized topics.

Blainey'’s work has contributed to a shift in how world history is
taught—-moving away from Eurocentric narratives toward a more integrated
global perspective. This shift reflects broader trends in historiography,
emphasizing multiculturalism and the interconnected nature of historical
events.

Impact on Readers and Educators

Readers often praise Blainey’s ability to present complex issues in an
understandable way without oversimplification. Educators find the book
invaluable as it serves as a springboard for discussions about historical
themes such as empire-building, cultural exchange, and technological
advancement.

By providing a broad yet detailed foundation, the book helps students develop
critical thinking skills and historical empathy. Understanding the past’s
diversity and complexity enables learners to better comprehend contemporary
global challenges.



Additional Works by Geoffrey Blainey

To appreciate Blainey’'s contribution fully, it’s worth noting some of his
other notable works. These include:

e The Tyranny of Distance — An exploration of Australia’s unique
geographical challenges and their impact on its history.

e A Game of Our Own: The Origins of Australian Football — A study of the
cultural significance of sport in Australia.

e The Causes of War — An analysis of the factors that lead nations to
conflict, reflecting Blainey’s skill in connecting historical events
with broader themes.

These books complement *A Short History of the World* by providing deeper
dives into specific topics, showcasing Blainey’s versatility as a historian.

Why You Should Read “A Short History of the
World”

Whether you’re a history buff, a student, or simply curious about how our
world came to be, Geoffrey Blainey’s *A Short History of the World* offers a
compelling and comprehensive introduction. Its blend of storytelling,
analysis, and global perspective makes it a rewarding read.

For those looking to expand their understanding of humanity’s shared past,
this book provides valuable insights into how civilizations rise and fall,
how cultures interact, and how the events of yesterday shape the world of
today. It’s a testament to Blainey’'s skill that such a vast topic can be
presented in an engaging and digestible form, inviting readers to appreciate
the rich tapestry of world history.

In immersing yourself in *A Short History of the World Geoffrey Blainey*, you
join a journey that spans millennia, continents, and cultures—an exploration
that enriches your understanding of who we are and where we come from.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Geoffrey Blainey, the author of 'A Short



History of the World'?

Geoffrey Blainey is an Australian historian, author, and professor known for
his works on global history, including 'A Short History of the World,' which
provides a concise overview of human history.

What is the main focus of 'A Short History of the
World' by Geoffrey Blainey?

The book offers a comprehensive yet concise account of world history,
covering major events, civilizations, and developments from ancient times to
the modern era.

How does Geoffrey Blainey's 'A Short History of the
World' differ from other world history books?

Blainey's work is known for its clear, engaging narrative that synthesizes
complex historical events into an accessible format, making it suitable for
both general readers and students.

Is 'A Short History of the World' by Geoffrey
Blainey suitable for academic study?

Yes, the book is often used as an introductory text in academic settings due
to its broad coverage and balanced perspective on global history.

When was 'A Short History of the World' by Geoffrey
Blainey first published?

The book was first published in 2000 and has since been updated in subsequent
editions to include more recent historical developments.

Additional Resources
A Short History of the World Geoffrey Blainey: An Analytical Review

a short history of the world geoffrey blainey stands as a significant
contribution to historical literature, offering readers a concise yet
profound exploration of global history. Written by Geoffrey Blainey, an
esteemed Australian historian, this work distills vast epochs and complex
events into an accessible narrative that appeals to both scholars and general
readers. Examining this book reveals Blainey’s unique approach to presenting
world history, balancing breadth with depth while maintaining a neutral and
investigative tone.



Understanding Geoffrey Blainey’s Approach to
World History

Geoffrey Blainey is renowned for his ability to synthesize large swathes of
historical data into compelling narratives. In “A Short History of the
World,” Blainey traverses the timeline from ancient civilizations to the
modern era, carefully selecting pivotal moments that have shaped human
development. Unlike many traditional history texts that tend to focus heavily
on Eurocentric perspectives, Blainey attempts a more inclusive viewpoint,
acknowledging the roles of various cultures and regions in the global story.

His method combines chronological sequencing with thematic insights, offering
readers a coherent framework to understand the complex interplay of social,
political, and economic forces through time. The book’s succinct style does
not sacrifice analytical depth; instead, it encourages readers to consider

the causality and consequences of historic events, making the work both
informative and thought-provoking.

Scope and Coverage

“A Short History of the World Geoffrey Blainey” covers an impressive range,
including:

e Early human origins and the development of agriculture

e The rise and fall of ancient empires

e The spread of religions and philosophies

e Colonialism and global exploration

e The industrial revolution and technological advancements

e Twentieth-century conflicts and geopolitical shifts

This broad scope allows Blainey to sketch a panoramic view of human
civilization. However, the brevity necessitated by the book’s title means
certain events and regions receive relatively less in-depth treatment
compared to specialized histories. This trade-off is a common challenge in
concise world history narratives.



Analytical Insights into Blainey’s Historical
Narrative

One of the defining characteristics of Blainey’s work is his narrative style,
which combines clarity with scholarly rigor. Rather than overwhelming readers
with excessive detail, he distills complex historical phenomena into
digestible segments. This makes the book particularly useful for readers
seeking an overview without sacrificing academic credibility.

Blainey's emphasis on the interconnectedness of global events is especially
notable. For instance, he highlights how the agricultural revolution not only
transformed human societies but also set the stage for urbanization and state
formation. Similarly, his analysis of the Age of Exploration underscores how
technological innovation and economic ambition propelled European powers into
global dominance, reshaping world demographics and cultures.

Strengths of “A Short History of the World”

e Accessibility: Blainey’s clear prose makes complex historical topics
approachable for a wide audience.

e Comprehensive yet Concise: The book provides a sweeping overview without
overwhelming readers with minutiae.

» Balanced Perspective: While some critics might argue about Eurocentric
tendencies, Blainey generally incorporates diverse civilizations and
viewpoints.

e Analytical Depth: The work encourages critical thinking about cause and
effect in history.

Limitations and Criticisms

Despite its strengths, “A Short History of the World Geoffrey Blainey” has
faced critiques:

e Lack of Detail: Due to its concise nature, some readers may find certain
topics underdeveloped.

e Interpretive Bias: Like many historians, Blainey'’'s interpretations
reflect his own perspectives, which some scholars argue may subtly
influence the narrative.



e Limited Coverage of Non-Western Histories: Although more inclusive than
some histories, the book still leans heavily on Western developments.

These limitations are common in world history surveys and do not diminish the
book’s overall value but rather highlight the inherent challenges in
condensing global history into a brief format.

Comparative Context: Blainey’s Work Among World
History Texts

In comparison to other concise world histories, such as H.G. Wells’'s “The
OQutline of History” or J.M. Roberts’ “The Penguin History of the World,”
Blainey’'s work distinguishes itself through its Australian perspective and
contemporary scholarship. While Wells’ early 20th-century approach often
reflects the imperial mindset of his era, Blainey offers a more updated
interpretation informed by recent archaeological and historiographical
advances.

Moreover, Blainey’'s narrative voice is less didactic and more exploratory,
inviting readers to ponder the complexities and ambiguities of history rather
than presenting a fixed interpretation. This aligns well with modern
historiographical trends that emphasize multiperspectivity and critical
inquiry.

The Role of “A Short History of the World Geoffrey
Blainey” in Education

Educationally, Blainey’s book serves as an excellent introductory text for
students and enthusiasts who require a broad understanding of world history
without delving into specialist literature. Its clarity and scope make it
suitable for secondary school curricula, undergraduate courses, and adult
learners.

Furthermore, the book’s thematic approach helps readers make connections
across different periods and regions, fostering a holistic understanding of
human history. This pedagogical strength adds to its appeal in academic and
casual learning environments alike.

Key Themes and Takeaways

n

Throughout “A Short History of the World Geoffrey Blainey,
themes emerge prominently:

several key



1. Human Adaptability and Innovation: From tool-making to digital
technology, Blainey emphasizes the continual human drive to innovate.

2. Interconnectedness of Civilizations: Trade, conquest, and cultural
exchange have consistently linked disparate societies.

3. The Impact of Environment: Geography and climate have shaped historical
trajectories in profound ways.

4. The Role of Conflict and Cooperation: Both war and diplomacy have been
engines of change.

These themes resonate throughout the book, providing readers with a framework
to interpret history beyond mere dates and events.

Each chapter and section is crafted to illuminate these ideas, reinforcing
Blainey’'s thesis that history is not a linear progression but a complex
tapestry woven from myriad influences.

In sum, “A Short History of the World Geoffrey Blainey” offers a commendable
balance of scope, clarity, and analytical insight. While no single volume can
capture the totality of human history perfectly, Blainey’s work succeeds as a
gateway to understanding the broad contours of our shared past. Its enduring
relevance lies in its ability to engage readers with the grand narrative of
history while encouraging critical reflection on the forces that have shaped
the modern world.

A Short History Of The World Geoffrey Blainey

a short history of the world geoffrey blainey: A Very Short History of the World Geoffrey
Blainey, 2007-02-05 Following the success of his A Short History of the World, eminent historian
Geoffrey Blainey has abridged his account of the grand adventure of human history to create ad eve
more accesible version of his absorbing work. A Very Short History of the World traces the story of
the world's people during the last four million years, beginning before the human race moved out of
Africa to explore and settle other continents. A consummate storyteller, Professor Blainey makes the
past come alive as he touches on the trivial and the grand: everything from changes in diet to
profound discoveries and mighty empires.

a short history of the world geoffrey blainey: A Short History of the World Geoffrey Blainey,
2003-03-08 A superb history of the world's people during the last four million years, beginning
before the human race moved out of Africa to explore and settle the other continents. Mr. Blainey
explores the development of technology and skills, the rise of major religions, and the role of
geography, considering both the larger patterns and the individual nature of history. A delightful
read, gracefully written, and full of odd and interesting pieces of information as well as thoughtful
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comparisons that span both time and space. -William L. O'Neill

a short history of the world geoffrey blainey: The Art of Time Travel Tom Griffiths,
2017-07-03 No matter how practised we are at history, it always humbles us. No matter how often
we visit the past, it always surprises us. Winner of the Ernest Scott Prize and shortlisted for the
NSW Premier's Literary Award for Non-fiction 'A rare feat of imagination and generosity.'- Mark
McKenna With every sentence they write, historians must walk the tightrope between discipline and
imagination, empathy and evidence. In this landmark work, eminent historian and award-winning
author Tom Griffiths shares his passion for the fascinating, complex craft of history - or, as he calls
it, the art of time travel. In fourteen portraits, Griffiths illuminates how historians such as Inga
Clendinnen, Judith Wright, Geoffrey Blainey and Henry Reynolds have approached their craft. In
prose both earthy and elegant, he shows the new insights they have brought to Australian history,
and in so doing reshapes our shared knowledge of this continent. The Art of Time Travel is an
exhilarating book that will forever change the way you think of Australia's past. 'If the past is a
foreign country, Tom Griffiths makes the perfect travelling companion. Let him be your eyes and
ears on our shared history. Most of all, follow his heart.'- Clare Wright

a short history of the world geoffrey blainey: A CONCISE HISTORY OF IRAN Saeed Shirazi,
2017-01-06

a short history of the world geoffrey blainey: The Decline and Fall of Europe Francesco
M. Bongiovanni, 2016-04-30 Moving from the birth of Europe to the current crisis, this irreverent
and topical book questions the relevance of the European Union today, addressing issues ranging
from immigration and Turkish integration to the sovereign debt crisis, and whether this will prove to
be merely the beginning of intractable economic challenges.

a short history of the world geoffrey blainey: Everyone's History John H. Chambers,
2008-10-16 The book’s structure blends history and geography. A good world atlas or a world
historical atlas will be helpful in the reading. The historical arrangement of contents has six Parts”
Classical, Mediaeval, Early Modern (Lands), Early Modern (Ideas), Late Eighteenth and Nineteenth
Centuries, Twentieth Century. Although this sequence of periods and categories fits
Western/European history best, it is also reasonably appropriate for Central Asia, India, and China.
For other regions it is more arbitrary, and Classical and Mediaeval periods are merged. Because the
Parts overlap and involve imprecise categories, in the List of Contents and Summaries no attempt is
made to give dates for their beginning and end.

a short history of the world geoffrey blainey: Big History Cynthia Stokes Brown,
2012-11-06 “This exciting saga crosses space and time to illustrate how humans, born of stardust,
were shaped—and how they in turn shaped the world we know today.” —Publishers Weekly This
book offers “world history on a grand scale”—pulling back for a wider view and putting the relatively
brief time span of human history in context. After all, our five thousand years of recorded civilization
account for only about one millionth of the lifetime of our planet (Kirkus Reviews). Big History
interweaves different disciplines of knowledge, drawing on both the natural sciences and the human
sciences, to offer an all-encompassing account of history on Earth. This new edition is more relevant
than ever before, as we increasingly grapple with accelerating rates of change and, ultimately, the
legacy we will bequeath to future generations. Here is a path-breaking portrait of our world, from
the birth of the universe from a single point the size of an atom to life on a twenty-first-century
planet inhabited by seven billion people.

a short history of the world geoffrey blainey: Big History DK, 2022-04-07 Discover how we
got to where we are, in this multidisciplinary approach to 13.8 billion years of human and cosmic
history With the Big Bang as its starting point, Big History places humans in the context of our
Universe, revealing how and why we got to where we are today. From the formation of our Universe
and the dawn of time to the present day, a series of major events has changed the nature and course
of life on the planet we call home. With trademark clarity, DK unites ideas and concepts of multiple
disciplines, from physics to sociology, to create a visual account of 13.8 billion years of history. By
taking us right back to our origins in the stars, and exploring how a unique series of events led to



and then impacted human existence, Big History gives us a deeper understanding of the world we
live in now.

a short history of the world geoffrey blainey: The Water Dreamers Michael Cathcart,
2010-08-02 The long-awaited history that will change the way Australians think about their country.
The Water Dreamers is the story of the settlement of Australia: of the scarcity of water and the need
to fill an imagined silence with the sounds of civilisation. From the moment the First Fleeters
stepped ashore, water determined progress. The Tank Stream that flowed through what is now the
Sydney CBD provided fresh water until settlers and their livestock fouled it. Then water from a
nearby swamp was piped into the growing settlement. When it ran dry sights were set further afield.
The Water Dreamers is an illuminating account of the ways people have imagined and interpreted
Australia while struggling to understand this continent and striving to conquer its obstacles. It’s an
environmental history and a cultural history with an unmistakable sense of how, today, we are part
of that continuing story.

a short history of the world geoffrey blainey: Neanderthals to Nations John S. Hill Ph.D. ,
2018-12-08 Neanderthals to Nations A History of Everyone By: John S. Hill Ph.D. Neanderthals to
Nations is a one-stop read in understanding why the world is as it is today. The book starts off in the
21st century with the world suffering from developmental inequities, global violence, and climate
change. It then explains how the architects of human destiny- geography, culture and technology-
shaped the planet and its people to become what we are today. Starting fourteen billion years ago,
the story takes the reader back to the present day, explaining how nations and people evolved to
become what they currently are. Along the way, the reader discovers: - What “www” really stands
for (and its not “worldwide web”); - How Confucius made China great; - The keys to the U.S. and
China’s current governance systems in ancient Greece; - Religion; why the East is (still) inscrutable
to the Western minds, how religion evolved and why it continues to be popular today; - The U.S.
Constitution came from where?; - How the pope determined the cultural destiny of Latin America; -
How the Suez Canal and oil remade the Middle East’s Future; - The evolution of country cultures:
how the U.S., British, French, German, Latin American, Chinese, Japanese and others came to be as
they are today; - Why the Palestinians and Israel are at loggerheads, why 9/11 really happened and -
How racism began and continues.

a short history of the world geoffrey blainey: The New Learning Revolution 3rd Edition
Gordon Dryden, Jeannette Vos, 2005-10-01 A new and updated edition of the hugely successful
Learning Revolution. >

a short history of the world geoffrey blainey: Theory of World Security Ken Booth,
2007-12-20 What is real? What can we know? How might we act? This book sets out to answer these
fundamental philosophical questions in a radical and original theory of security for our times.
Arguing that the concept of security in world politics has long been imprisoned by conservative
thinking, Ken Booth explores security as a precious instrumental value which gives individuals and
groups the opportunity to pursue the invention of humanity rather than live determined and
diminished lives. Booth suggests that human society globally is facing a set of converging historical
crises. He looks to critical social theory and radical international theory to develop a comprehensive
framework for understanding the historical challenges facing global business-as-usual and for
planning to reconstruct a more cosmopolitan future. Theory of World Security is a challenge both to
well-established ways of thinking about security and alternative approaches within critical security
studies.

a short history of the world geoffrey blainey: Christianity: the One, the Many John F. Nash,
2008-02-14 What is Christianity? Who was Jesus Christ? What relevance does Christianity have in a
post-Christian age? Why are there so many Christian sects, and what are the prospects for bringing
them together? Does Christianity have a future? Am I a Christian? Are you? The two volumes of
Christianity: the One, the Many, offer encouraging answers and options for modern spiritual
seekers. This first volume focuses on the life and teachings of Jesus and the evolution of Christianity
over its first millennium. The institutional church of the Middle Ages imposed standardized beliefs



and practices in place of the spontaneity and pluralism of apostolic times. But standardization was
never complete, and alternative religious forms survived. The Gnostic, Celtic, Coptic, and Cathar
Churches represent important variants. Finally, in the 11th century, mainstream Christianity split
into western and eastern branches. The organizational structure, clerical roles, doctrines and
religious practices of the medieval church are studied in some detail, laying groundwork for the
examination of western Christianity in Volume 2. The major variants are discussed, as well as the
development of the Eastern Orthodox Churches through modern times. The exploration of religious
forms that may be less familiar to western readers provides a glimpse into how Christianity as a
whole might have developedand directions it could take in the future. Insertion of little-known facts
helps bring the historical survey alive. A masterpiece of research, insight and faith A must-read for
believers and nonbelievers alike. Now I know theres a place in Christianity for me

a short history of the world geoffrey blainey: The Dawning Terry MacKinnell, 2011-03-09
The Dawning is a radically different and innovative approach to the astrological ages including the
Age of Aquarius -providing a fascinating insight into past ages, our current turbulent times, and
what might be in store for our world over the next few thousand years! Terry MacKinnell takes us on
a journey into the astrological ages and with periscopic detail presents an entertaining and
thought-provoking read that challenges astrological assumptions. MacKinnell proposes that an
oversight made by the ancients inadvertently impacted conventional astrological calculations and he
explores the popular belief that the Age of Aquarius has already arrived when according to
conventional astrology it is not due for many centuries to come. He argues that the real Aquarian
Age has indeed already arrived and did so in the 15th Century, the same century historians claim as
the beginning of modernity. Continuing the journey he dives into our present and our future. This
fascinating book will appeal to astrologers, archeo-astronomers, historians and everyone looking for
a new perspective on the past, the present and the future.

a short history of the world geoffrey blainey: The Moral Compass Derek Robertson, 2006

a short history of the world geoffrey blainey: Leo Strauss and His Legacy John Albert
Murley, 2005-01-01 With over 10,000 entries identifying work of hundreds of Strauss's students, and
their students' students, this bibliography is the most--indeed, the only--comprehensive guide to
published writing in the tradition of Leo Strauss. Murley includes Strauss's own complete
bibliography and that of one of his most revered students, George Anastaplo.

a short history of the world geoffrey blainey: My Daily Constitution Vol. III Richard ].
Rolwing, 2004-04-14 365 essays, each about 365 words, on Uncle Sam s birthright, genealogy, and
orientation, the U.S. Constitution s philosophical and historical presuppositions and implications, or
Philosophy for Dummies.

a short history of the world geoffrey blainey: Insomnia Eluned Summers-Bremner,
2008-02-27 The roots and effects of insomnia are complex, Eluned Summers-Bremner reveals in this
fascinating study, and humans have employed everything from art to science to understand, explain,
and mitigate this problem.

a short history of the world geoffrey blainey: Corrupt Inept Rudderless Politicians Sat
Sharma, 2014-11-24 People living on the Indian subcontinent have been a sharply divided lot for a
very long time in spite of belonging to the same established respected older civilization. Our
divisiveness resulted in inviting repeated assaults by uncivilized Arabs and savages from other parts
of Asia. This led to foreign subjugation for a millennium first by Islamic invaders and looters; then by
Europeans who came as traders but became rulers. The entry of aliens led to unabashed
proselytizing into their newer religions. It may not be wrong to say that 99 percent of Muslims and
Christians living on the subcontinent are converts from Hinduism (that has been more a way of life
rather than a watertight religion for two millennia or more). This means todays inhabitants are from
the same civilization and culturally speaking Hindustanis. However, a proliferation of alien religions
did aggravate and compound divisiveness. The British ruled the country for two centuries or so, and
did the maximum damage to our character, morale and psyche. After the First War of Independence
the British promulgated pretty stiff laws especially the Police Act of 1861 to keep their slaves under



tight leash. Worse still they introduced Macaulay system of education in English to wean us away
from our cultural moorings, heritage, literature, moral values and our own Sanskrit language. Indian
social religious and educational reformers Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Swami Sahjanand, Bankim
Chandra Chatterjee, Swami Dayanand Sarasvati, Swami Vivekananda and Rishi Aurobindo Ghosh as
well as the likes of them brought back the pride of our civilization and culture. Their influence was
apparent from the beginning of 19th century in the fields of politics, public administration, and
education, as well as strengthening Hinduism. This first awakening from slumber or hibernation
ignited the minds of revolutionaries who selflessly and untiringly worked hard on the soils of the
subcontinent and the foreign lands culminating in throwing out deeply entrenched British lock, stock
and barrel. Not so nationalistic but opportunistic Congress party led by their self-serving trio of
stalwarts Gandhi, his adopted son Nehru and lieutenant Patel got the subcontinent partitioned and
formed government in divided India. Congress party ruled but NOT served Hindustan for 90 percent
of the time since independence by strictly following British Divide and Rule policy to perfection
without changing/improving archaic British laws. Being communal, Congress aggravated the
divisiveness thus bringing untold misery to the masses in the form of communal strife and
Hindu-Muslim riots repeatedly. The prolonged misrule by those corrupt inept rudderless politicians
including the decade under its economist dummy PM heading the most corrupt and arrogant
government ever in the history of independent country brought in lawlessness, fragile environment,
grossly inadequate infrastructure, increasing terrorism and Maoism/Naxalism, ever mounting
inflation, sky-rocketing corruption, gargantuan scams, bankrupt economy, policy paralysis, stalling
of reforms, and what not. The absolute number of the poor today is far more than total population of
newly born country in 1947. This grave crisis-like situation warranted a second awakening in 21st
century. Expectedly Hindustanis rose to the occasion once again, decimated the corrupt Congress
and voted for a change by electing a visionary, strong, and honest PM from BJP with a thumping
majority. This gentleman is a dynamic, focused, highly optimistic, staunchly nationalistic real leader
unlike the pygmies of Congress. The task ahead is dauntingly stupendous. Modi started showing
promise during his first 60 days. The damage done in 60 years may take ten years, if not more, to
repair and actual proper turnaround thus placing this once great country on track to reclaim its lost
genuine glory. Although independence was ushered in 67 years ago yet freedom is still awaited. That
will require imminent electoral, intellectual, judicial, police, political and social reforms together
with building moral character and bringing meritocracy in every appointment by doing away with
the Congress policy of favours, quotas and reservations for the undeserving. Very much like
Narendra Modi, the first PM to be born after independence and heading the youngest
India-educated ministry, all of us have to remain optimistic and vigilant. We must perform our duties
diligently as law-abiding faithful but demanding citizens alive to the times!

a short history of the world geoffrey blainey: The Mankind Quarterly Council for Social
and Economic Studies (U.S.), 2003
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