the end of the world stories of the
apocalypse

The End of the World Stories of the Apocalypse: Exploring Humanity'’s
Fascination with Finality

the end of the world stories of the apocalypse have captivated human
imagination for centuries. From ancient myths to modern cinema, these
narratives tap into our deepest fears and curiosities about the ultimate fate
of humanity and the planet. Why are we so drawn to imagining catastrophic
events that could bring civilization to a halt? What do these stories tell us
about our hopes, anxieties, and even resilience? Let’s dive into the
fascinating world of apocalyptic tales and unravel the layers behind these
compelling narratives.

The Origins of Apocalypse Stories

The concept of the apocalypse isn’t new. Across various cultures and
religions, stories of the world’s end have been told and retold, each with
unique motifs and messages. The word "apocalypse" itself comes from the Greek
"apokalypsis," meaning "revelation" or "unveiling." Originally, it denoted a
disclosure of hidden knowledge, often about the end times.

Ancient Myths and Religious Visions

Many early apocalypse stories have roots in religious texts. For example, the
Book of Revelation in the Christian Bible depicts vivid imagery of the end
times, featuring battles between good and evil, natural disasters, and the
final judgment. Similarly, Norse mythology describes Ragnardk, a cataclysmic
battle leading to the death of gods and the rebirth of the world.

These stories often serve more than just entertainment purposes—they act as
moral guides or warnings, encouraging followers to live righteously in
preparation for an inevitable reckoning. The apocalypse, in this sense,
becomes a catalyst for reflection on human behavior and spirituality.

Modern End of the World Stories of the
Apocalypse

In contemporary culture, the apocalypse has evolved beyond religious
contexts, becoming a popular theme in literature, movies, and video games.
These stories often reflect current societal anxieties, such as nuclear war,



environmental collapse, pandemics, or technological disasters.

Post-Apocalyptic Fiction: A Mirror to Society

Post-apocalyptic fiction imagines the world after a catastrophic event,
focusing on survival, rebuilding, and human nature under extreme stress.
Classics like Cormac McCarthy’s *The Road* or movies like *Mad Max* explore
themes of desolation, hope, and human resilience.

One reason these stories resonate is because they challenge us to consider
what truly matters when society’s structures collapse. What values endure?
How do people adapt when laws, technology, and comforts disappear?

Common Themes in Apocalypse Narratives

- **Survival and Adaptation:** Characters often face scarce resources,
hostile environments, and threats from other survivors, highlighting human
ingenuity and willpower.

- **Loss and Nostalgia:** Many stories dwell on the loss of the familiar
world, evoking a bittersweet longing for what once was.

- **Moral Ambiguity:** The collapse of social order raises questions about
ethics, justice, and what it means to be human.

- **Hope and Renewal:** Despite destruction, many tales end with a glimmer of
hope or the possibility of rebuilding society.

Why Are We So Fascinated by the End of the
World?

Apocalyptic stories tap into universal emotions—fear of death, uncertainty
about the future, and curiosity about the unknown. But they also offer a way
to process these feelings safely through imagination.

Psychological Perspectives

From a psychological standpoint, imagining the end of the world can be a form
of preparation or coping mechanism. It allows individuals to confront
mortality and existential threats indirectly. Moreover, these narratives can
foster a sense of control; by envisioning different scenarios, we feel better
equipped to handle potential crises.



Social and Cultural Reflections

Apocalypse stories often mirror the anxieties of their time. For instance,
Cold War-era fiction frequently featured nuclear annihilation, reflecting
fears of global conflict. In today’s context, climate change and pandemics
dominate apocalyptic themes, highlighting real-world concerns.

By engaging with these stories, societies can spark conversations about
prevention, resilience, and ethical responsibility. They remind us that while
the end may be a possibility, collective action and awareness can influence
the future.

Types of Apocalyptic Scenarios in Stories

The diverse range of apocalypse stories reflects a variety of imagined causes
for the end of the world. Understanding these can deepen our appreciation of
the genre and its relevance.

Natural Disasters and Environmental Collapse

Some stories center on nature’s fury-massive earthquakes, supervolcanoes,
asteroid impacts, or climate-induced disasters. These scenarios highlight
humanity’'s vulnerability to forces beyond control and often include themes of
ecological balance and environmental stewardship.

Technological and Artificial Threats

With rapid advancements in technology, stories about AI rebellion, nuclear
war, or bioengineered plagues have gained popularity. They serve as
cautionary tales about unchecked innovation and ethical boundaries.

Supernatural and Cosmic Catastrophes

Other narratives delve into supernatural causes such as zombie outbreaks,
alien invasions, or divine judgment. These add elements of horror and
fantasy, expanding the imaginative scope of apocalypse stories.

How Apocalypse Stories Influence Popular



Culture and Society

The impact of end of the world stories of the apocalypse extends beyond
entertainment. They shape cultural trends, inspire artistic expression, and
even affect public discourse.

Film and Television

Blockbusters like *The Day After Tomorrow* or series like *The Walking Dead*
have brought apocalyptic storytelling into mainstream media. These
productions not only entertain but also provoke thought about disaster
preparedness and societal values.

Literature and Video Games

Books and interactive media provide immersive experiences of post-apocalyptic
worlds, allowing readers and players to explore survival strategies and
ethical dilemmas firsthand. Titles such as *Fallout* or *Metro 2033* engage
audiences deeply with themes of human endurance.

Real-World Preparedness and Survivalism

Interestingly, the popularity of apocalypse stories has spurred real-world
movements focused on disaster readiness and survival skills. From prepping
communities to emergency planning, these cultural narratives have practical
implications.

Tips for Engaging with Apocalypse Stories
Thoughtfully

If you find yourself drawn to end of the world stories of the apocalypse,
here are some ways to enjoy and learn from them meaningfully:

e Reflect on underlying messages: Look beyond the action and consider what
the story says about human nature, society, or ethics.

e Stay informed: Use these narratives as a springboard to learn about
real-world issues such as climate change or disaster preparedness.

e Balance entertainment and reality: Appreciate the imaginative aspects



without succumbing to undue fear or fatalism.

e Discuss with others: Sharing perspectives on apocalypse stories can
deepen understanding and foster community.

The enduring appeal of the apocalypse in storytelling reveals much about our
collective psyche. Whether as ancient prophecy or modern speculative fiction,
these narratives challenge us to confront our vulnerabilities and inspire us
to imagine new beginnings, even in the face of destruction. In exploring the
end of the world stories of the apocalypse, we find not only tales of doom
but also reflections of hope, resilience, and the unyielding human spirit.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some popular themes in end of the world
apocalypse stories?

Popular themes include survival in a devastated world, the collapse of
society, human resilience, the battle between good and evil, and the
consequences of environmental or technological disasters.

How do apocalypse stories reflect current societal
fears?

Apocalypse stories often mirror contemporary anxieties such as climate
change, pandemics, nuclear war, and artificial intelligence, highlighting
fears about humanity's future and the fragility of civilization.

What are the different types of apocalypse scenarios
commonly depicted in stories?

Common scenarios include nuclear war, zombie outbreaks, pandemics, natural
disasters, alien invasions, AI takeovers, and environmental collapse.

Why do audiences find end of the world stories so
compelling?

These stories tap into deep-seated fears and curiosity about survival, moral
choices under pressure, and the rebuilding of society, offering both suspense
and a chance to explore human nature in extreme conditions.

What role do characters typically play in apocalypse



narratives?

Characters often represent different facets of humanity, such as hope,
despair, leadership, or selfishness, and their development drives the
emotional core and moral questions within the story.

How have modern apocalypse stories evolved with new
technology and global issues?

Modern stories incorporate advanced technology, social media, and global
interconnectedness, addressing issues like cyber warfare and misinformation,
making the apocalypse feel more immediate and relatable.

Additional Resources

The End of the World Stories of the Apocalypse: A Deep Dive into Humanity’s
Fascination with Catastrophe

the end of the world stories of the apocalypse have long captivated human
imagination, weaving through religious texts, folklore, literature, cinema,
and modern media. These narratives, whether rooted in ancient prophecy or
contemporary speculative fiction, reflect deep-seated fears, cultural
anxieties, and philosophical inquiries into mortality, survival, and the fate
of civilization. Exploring these stories provides insight not only into
collective human psychology but also into how societies interpret existential
threats through storytelling.

Understanding the Appeal of Apocalypse
Narratives

Apocalyptic stories resonate because they probe the ultimate unknown: the
cessation of the familiar world order. This genre encompasses a broad
spectrum of scenarios—from nuclear annihilation and climate catastrophe to
pandemics, alien invasions, and supernatural reckonings. The end of the world
stories of the apocalypse often serve as cautionary tales, moral allegories,
or speculative examinations of human resilience and societal collapse.

The persistent popularity of these narratives can be attributed to several
factors:
e Existential reflection: They force audiences to confront mortality and

the fragility of human civilization.

e Social critique: Many apocalypse stories critique current political,
environmental, or technological trends by extrapolating their



consequences.

e Psychological catharsis: Engaging with catastrophic scenarios in fiction
allows individuals to process collective anxieties safely.

Historical and Cultural Variations of
Apocalypse Stories

Across cultures and epochs, the end of the world has been depicted in diverse
ways. These variations reflect unique worldviews, religious doctrines, and
historical contexts.

Religious and Mythological Foundations

In many religious traditions, apocalypse stories function as eschatological
frameworks defining the ultimate destiny of humanity.

e Christianity: The Book of Revelation describes a complex vision of the
end times, featuring symbolic imagery like the Four Horsemen, the
Antichrist, and the final judgment.

e Islam: Islamic eschatology details signs preceding the Day of Judgment,
including the return of the Mahdi and the appearance of the Dajjal
(deceiver).

e Hinduism: The concept of cyclical destruction and rebirth, with Kali
Yuga representing an age of decline culminating in cosmic reset.

» Indigenous Narratives: Various indigenous cultures have their own

apocalypse myths, often tied to natural cycles or moral decay in
humanity.

These foundational stories often emphasize moral reckoning and divine
intervention, framing the apocalypse as both an end and a new beginning.

Modern Interpretations and Media Portrayals

In contemporary times, apocalypse narratives have evolved, reflecting
technological anxieties and global challenges.



¢ Nuclear and Cold War Era: The threat of nuclear war dominated mid-20th-
century apocalypse stories, as seen in films like "Dr. Strangelove" and
novels like "On the Beach."

e Environmental Catastrophes: Climate change and ecological collapse have
inspired numerous end-of-the-world scenarios emphasizing humanity’s
impact on the planet.

e Pandemics and Biological Threats: The COVID-19 pandemic has renewed
interest in viral outbreak stories, a subgenre with roots in classics
such as "The Stand" by Stephen King.

* Technological and AI Threats: The rise of artificial intelligence and

automation has fueled narratives about machines surpassing and
endangering humanity, including films like "The Terminator."

These modern apocalypse stories often blend scientific plausibility with
speculative fiction, making them compelling and sometimes unsettling.

Key Themes in End of the World Stories of the
Apocalypse

Several recurring themes dominate apocalypse narratives, offering varied
lenses through which the end times are imagined.

Survival and Human Resilience

One of the most common features is the focus on how individuals or
communities endure catastrophic events. Stories often explore:

e Resource scarcity and social breakdown

e The tension between cooperation and conflict

e Moral dilemmas in survival situations

By highlighting human resilience or failure, these narratives delve into core
questions about what it means to be human under extreme conditions.



Technological Hubris and Its Consequences

Many apocalypse stories serve as warnings about unchecked technological
advancement. Whether it is nuclear weapons, biotechnology, or AI, these tales
caution against losing control over creations that could trigger humanity’s
downfall.

Environmental Reckoning

Climate-focused apocalypse stories emphasize the repercussions of
environmental degradation, often portraying scenarios like extreme weather,
sea-level rise, and ecosystem collapse. These narratives underscore
humanity’'s interdependence with nature, with a growing body of work calling
for urgent ecological responsibility.

Comparative Analysis: Fiction vs. Real-World
Risks

While apocalypse stories often dramatize scenarios for narrative effect, many
are grounded in genuine global concerns. Experts in fields like climate
science, epidemiology, and international security regularly assess risks that
mirror those depicted in fiction.

e Climate Change: Scientific consensus warns of potential tipping points
that could lead to irreversible environmental damage, echoing dystopian
climate fiction.

e Global Pandemics: The real-world impact of COVID-19 has validated
concerns long expressed in viral outbreak narratives.

¢ Nuclear Threats: Despite disarmament efforts, geopolitical tensions
maintain the risk of nuclear conflict, a staple of Cold War apocalypse
tales.

e Artificial Intelligence: While speculative, discussions about AI ethics
and control reflect themes explored in sci-fi apocalypse stories.

However, the sensationalism inherent in many fictional accounts can distort
public understanding, sometimes leading to fatalism or panic. Balanced
engagement with these narratives requires distinguishing between allegorical
caution and empirical risk assessment.



The Enduring Legacy of Apocalypse Stories

The end of the world stories of the apocalypse continue to evolve, adapting
to new societal fears and technological realities. Their persistence reveals
not only a fascination with destruction but also an enduring hope for renewal
and human tenacity.

From ancient scriptures to blockbuster films and video games, these
narratives function as cultural barometers, reflecting and shaping how
communities perceive and prepare for existential threats. As global
challenges intensify, the role of apocalypse stories as tools for reflection,
education, and even advocacy becomes increasingly significant.

By critically engaging with these stories—recognizing their symbolic power
and their roots in real-world concerns—societies can better navigate the
complex interplay between fear, imagination, and action in the face of
potential global crises.

The End Of The World Stories Of The Apocalypse

the end of the world stories of the apocalypse: The End of the World Martin H.
Greenberg, 2010-07-08 Before The Road by Cormac McCarthy brought apocalyptic fiction into the
mainstream, there was science fiction. No longer relegated to the fringes of literature, this explosive
collection of the world’s best apocalyptic writers brings the inventors of alien invasions, devastating
meteors, doomsday scenarios, and all-out nuclear war back to the bookstores with a bang. The best
writers of the early 1900s were the first to flood New York with tidal waves, destroy Illinois with
alien invaders, paralyze Washington with meteors, and lay waste to the Midwest with nuclear fallout.
Now collected for the first time ever in one apocalyptic volume are those early doomsday writers and
their contemporaries, including Neil Gaiman, Orson Scott Card, Lucius Shepard, Robert Sheckley,
Norman Spinrad, Arthur C. Clarke, William F. Nolan, Poul Anderson, Fredric Brown, Lester del Rey,
and more. Relive these childhood classics or discover them here for the first time. Each story details
the eerie political, social, and environmental destruction of our world.

the end of the world stories of the apocalypse: Wastelands 2 - More Stories of the
Apocalypse John Joseph Adams, 2015-02-27 Wastelands 2 - More Stories of the Apocalypse is a new
anthology of post-apocalyptic literature from some of the most renowned science fiction and fantasy
authors in the field today including George R.R. Martin, Hugh Howey, Junot Diaz, David Brin and
many more. It is an eclectic mix of tales that explores famine, death, war, pestilence, and harbingers
of the biblical apocalypse.

the end of the world stories of the apocalypse: Christmas after the End of the World Cora
Buhlert, 2019-12-16 It's Christmas... five months after the Yellowstone supervolcano erupted,
blacked out the sun and covered most of the western US in ash. Thirteen-year-old Natalie, her
younger brother Liam, baby Olivia and family dog Bud are among the few still holding out in the
evacuation zone. Day to day survival is hard enough, but Natalie is determined to give Liam and
Olivia an unforgettable Christmas... after the end of the world. And who knows, maybe they'll even
get a true Christmas miracle... This is a post-apocalyptic holiday novelette of 10000 words or approx.
35 print pages.

the end of the world stories of the apocalypse: A History of the End of the World Tim



http://www.killa-beez.com/archive-th-113/the-end-of-the-world-stories-of-the-apocalypse.pdf

Rayborn, 2022-01-18 We may never know when the actual end of the world is upon us, but that
doesn't mean we can't freak out about the end times. Spanning centuries, cultures, and continents,
the more than 80 doomsday scenarios featured in A History of the End of the World examine
humanity's tendency to envision the end of itself, and everything else in the universe. With offerings
pulled from religion and mythology, science, literature, and conspiracy theories, the range of stories
is fascinating, illuminating, and frequently strange. But whether they issue from an ancient text or a
pulp sci-fi novel, each of these apocalyptic visions will resonate, and remain at the backs of our
minds, making us a little bit excited, and a little bit anxious, keeping us awake as we lay in bed,
wondering what we're moving toward. Book jacket.

the end of the world stories of the apocalypse: The End of the End of Everything Dale
Bailey, 2025-02-11 Shirley Jackson Award Finalist: The stories in this collection range from
unsettling to downright chilling, but are uniformly intelligent . . . and memorable. —Karen Joy
Fowler, New York Times-bestselling author of We Are All Completely Beside Ourselves This
collection of nine stories, suffused with apocalyptic anxiety and stubborn hope, comes from an
author widely acclaimed for his mix of the fantastic, the menacing, and the melancholy—and
includes, among other tales, The End of the World As We Know It, a Nebula and International Horror
Guild Award finalist; The End of the End of Everything, a Shirley Jackson Award winner; and The
Bluehole, a Bram Stoker Award finalist. Nine gorgeously-written and closely-observed tales of
ordinary people trying to hold it together when everything is falling apart. . . . I can't think of a more
accomplished master of the fantastic short form. Prepare to hunt feral Girl Scouts! Pack your bags
for a dinosaur safari! Invite friends to your end of the world party! Dale Bailey is the poet of the
apocalypse; his stories are guaranteed to haunt you. —James Patrick Kelly, Nebula Award-winning
author of The First Law of Thermodynamics There's a wonderful clarity in the writing, a strong
emotional center in each piece, fully realized characters, and as dark as these pieces get, and they
get dark, Bailey, unlike a lot of his contemporaries, never forgets the humor, which makes the
darkness more profound. Nine stories that will stay with you long after the reading is done. —Jeffrey
Ford, World Fantasy Award-winning author of Big Dark Hole

the end of the world stories of the apocalypse: Introduction to The Last of Us (TV
series) Gilad James, PhD, The Last of Us is an upcoming TV series adaptation of the popular video
game, developed by Naughty Dog and published by Sony Computer Entertainment. The game was
released in 2013 and quickly gained a strong following for its narrative, characters, and gameplay. It
takes place in a post-apocalyptic world where humanity has been decimated by a fungal outbreak
that turns people into zombie-like creatures. The story follows Joel, a smuggler, and Ellie, a teenage
girl, as they journey across the United States in search of safety. The TV series will be produced by
HBO, with Neil Druckmann, who was the writer and creative director of the game, serving as one of
the executive producers. Craig Mazin, who wrote and produced the critically acclaimed Chernobyl,
will be the showrunner. The series is highly anticipated by fans of the game, who are eager to see
how the story and characters will be adapted for television. So far, there is no release date for the
series, but it is expected to premiere sometime in 2022.

the end of the world stories of the apocalypse: Extraterritorial Matthew Hart, 2020-08-25
The future of fiction is neither global nor national. Instead, Matthew Hart argues, it is trending
extraterritorial. Extraterritorial spaces fall outside of national borders but enhance state power.
They cut across geography and history but do not point the way to a borderless new world. They
range from the United Nations headquarters and international waters to CIA black sites and the
departure zones at international airports. The political geography of the present, Hart shows, has
come to resemble a patchwork of such spaces. Hart reveals extraterritoriality’s centrality to
twenty-first-century art and fiction. He shows how extraterritorial fictions expose the way states
construct “global” space in their own interests. Extraterritorial novels teach us not to mistake cracks
or gradations in political geography for a crisis of the state. Hart demonstrates how the unstable
character of many twenty-first-century aesthetic forms can be traced to the increasingly
extraterritorial nature of contemporary political geography. Discussing writers such as Margaret



Atwood, ]J. G. Ballard, Amitav Ghosh, Chang-rae Lee, Hilary Mantel, and China Miéville, as well as
artists like Hito Steyerl and Mark Wallinger, Hart combines lively critical readings of contemporary
novels with historical and theoretical discussions about sovereignty, globalization, cosmopolitanism,
and postcolonialism. Extraterritorial presents a new theory of literature that explains what happens
when dreams of an open, connected world confront the reality of mobile, elastic, and tenacious
borders.

the end of the world stories of the apocalypse: The Last Man Jean-Baptiste Francois Xavier
Cousin de Grainville, 2002 New English translation of this “demise of the human race” story.

the end of the world stories of the apocalypse: Is the End of the World Near? Ron Miller,
2011-10-01 Introduces end of the world scenarios, including self-destruction through nuclear war or
continued environmental exploitation, humanity wiped out by a pandemic, or an asteroid or comet
strike destroying Earth.

the end of the world stories of the apocalypse: The End of the World Martin Harry
Greenberg, 2010 Before The Road, by Cormac McCarthy, brought apocalyptic fiction into the
mainstream, there was science fiction. No longer relegated to the fringes of literature, this explosive
collection of the world's best apocalyptic writers brings the inventors of alien invasions, devastating
meteors, doomsday scenarios, and all-out nuclear war back to the bookstores with a bang. The best
writers of the early 1900s were the first to flood New York with tidal waves, destroy Illinois with
alien invaders, paralyze Washington with meteors, and lay waste to the Midwest with nuclear fallout.
Now collected for the first time ever in one apocalyptic volume are those early doomsday writers and
their contemporaries, including Neil Gaiman, George R.R. Martin, Lucius Shepard, Robert Sheckley,
Norman Spinrad, Arthur C. Clarke, William F. Nolan, Poul Anderson, Fredric Brown, Lester del Rey,
and more. Relive these childhood classics or discover them here for the first time. Each story details
the eerie political, social, and environmental destruction of our world.

the end of the world stories of the apocalypse: A History of the Apocalypse Catalin Negru,
2018-07-26 Every generation of people think that their problems are the most important ever. As
history flows without interruption and doomsday scenarios fail, the following generations focus on
their own contemporary events, ignoring or underestimating the past. In this way people always see
signs in their times and the end of the world is constantly a fresh subject.

the end of the world stories of the apocalypse: End-Game Lorenzo DiTommaso, James
Crossley, Alastair Lockhart, Rachel Wagner, 2024-09-02 Video games are a global phenomenon,
international in their scope and democratic in their appeal. This is the first volume dedicated to the
subject of apocalyptic video games. Its two dozen papers engage the subject comprehensively, from
game design to player experience, and from the perspectives of content, theme, sound, ludic
textures, and social function. The volume offers scholars, students, and general readers a thorough
overview of this unique expression of the apocalyptic imagination in popular culture, and novel
insights into an important facet of contemporary digital society.

the end of the world stories of the apocalypse: The Religion of Science Fiction Frederick
A. Kreuziger, 1986 Science fiction captures contemporary sentiment with its faith in a
scientific/technological future, its explorations of the ultimate meaning of man's existence. Kreuziger
is interested particularly in the apocalyptic visions of science fiction compared to the biblical
revelations of John and Daniel. For some time our confidence has been placed largely in science,
which has practically become a religion. Science fiction articulates the consequences of a faith in a
technological future.

the end of the world stories of the apocalypse: Apocalypse in Crisis Christopher Palmer,
2021-10-15 Apocalypse is traditional and familiar, and it is an actual threat; it is feared, desired, and
banal. Apocalypse in Crisis discusses fictions from the 1940s to the present, examining shifts in the
imagination of apocalypse from the postwar British disaster novels, through novels of the
countercultural sixties, feminist interventions, and recent revisions and critiques. As empire fades,
ideas of sexuality shift, and attitudes to nature and to the city change, so apocalyptic fictions change.
The individual subject is asserted, immolated, transcended, abandoned; individual deaths are



substituted for mass death; death is faked or erased. The subjects and survivors of catastrophe set
about re-establishing civilization, or they abandon it, finding new ways of being and of dying; they
respond to it when it comes from outside, as an invasion, or they are immersed in it, as it shifts from
being an event to being a condition. They flee the city for the country, or accept that they must draw
on the energies of the world city in order to survive. The book includes detailed discussion of novels
by H. G. Wells, George M. Stewart, Nevil Shute, John Wyndham, Arthur C. Clarke, J. G. Ballard,
Brian Aldiss, Doris Lessing, Angela Carter, Anna Kavan, Arno Schmidt, Anthony Burgess, Ursula K.
Le Guin, Tom Perrotta, Douglas Coupland, Don DeLillo, China Miéville, Jeff VanderMeer, and Kim
Stanley Robinson.

the end of the world stories of the apocalypse: Awaiting Apocalypse P. Corcoran,
1999-12-03 The current obsession with the 'end of the millennium' illustrates the enduring power of
the idea of endings. This fascination cannot be simply dismissed as faulty logic, a form of madness,
or a primitive survival of childish thinking. Opening a path of understanding between ancient
conceptions of meaning and the sceptical predicates of modern science, Awaiting Apocalypse shows
how ordinary and extraordinary endings are inherent in the narrative structure of human experience
and the sedimentation of that experience as historical meaning.

the end of the world stories of the apocalypse: Wastelands John Joseph Adams, 2013-06-13
An anthology of post-apocalyptic short fiction from some of the biggest names in science fiction and
speculative fiction - including Stephen King, George R. R. Martin and Orson Scott Card Famine,
Death, War, and Pestilence: The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse, the harbingers of Armageddon -
these are our guides through the Wastelands . . . From the Book of Revelations to The Road Warrior;
from A Canticle for Leibowitz to The Road, storytellers have long imagined the end of the world,
weaving tales of catastrophe, chaos, and calamity. Gathering together the best post-apocalyptic
literature of the last two decades from many of today's most renowned authors of speculative fiction,
including George R.R. Martin, Gene Wolfe, Orson Scott Card, Carol Emshwiller, Jonathan Lethem,
Octavia E. Butler, and Stephen King, Wastelands explores the scientific, psychological, and
philosophical questions of what it means to remain human in the wake of Armageddon. Praise for
Wastelands: 'Arguably my favorite anthology of all time - just packed with speculative masterworks' -
Paul Goat Allen, Barnes & Noble.com A first-rate anthology that quite convincingly represents the
more recent SFnal view of the apocalypse' - Locus 'I can't help but give this collection the highest
recommendation. I think this will be a cornerstone for most reader's shelves' - SFFWorld 'A
well-chosen selection of well-crafted stories, offering something to please nearly every
postapocalyptic palate' - Booklist

the end of the world stories of the apocalypse: Apocalyptic Fever Richard G. Kyle,
2012-08-01 How will the world end? Doomsday ideas in Western history have been both persistent
and adaptable, peaking at various times, including in modern America. Public opinion polls indicate
that a substantial number of Americans look for the return of Christ or some catastrophic event. The
views expressed in these polls have been reinforced by the market process. Whether through
purchasing paperbacks or watching television programs, millions of Americans have expressed an
interest in end-time events. Americans have a tremendous appetite for prophecy, more than nearly
any other people in the modern world. Why do Americans love doomsday? In Apocalyptic Fever,
Richard Kyle attempts to answer this question, showing how dispensational premillennialism has
been the driving force behind doomsday ideas. Yet while several chapters are devoted to this topic,
this book covers much more. It surveys end-time views in modern America from a wide range of
perspectives--dispensationalism, Catholicism, science, fringe religions, the occult, fiction, the year
2000, Islam, politics, the Mayan calendar, and more.

the end of the world stories of the apocalypse: Studies in the Book of Revelation Steve
Moyise, 2002-02-01 General and scholarly interest in Revelation has never been greater. This is a
specially commissioned set of state-of-the-art studies on the most important aspects of Revelation
and its significance for the 21st century--by the world's leading scholars. The studies can be grouped
in relation to three main themes: strategies of interpretation (theological, literary, feminist,




metaphorical); the nature of the violent imagery; and passages of particular interest (the letter to
Laodicea, 'praise and politics', Old Testament allusions, the second coming of Christ).This book will
provide an invaluable resource for researchers and students alike.

the end of the world stories of the apocalypse: Brave new words Jeff Prucher,

the end of the world stories of the apocalypse: The End of the World Tom Mclver, 1999
This bibliography contains careful and bias-free annotations of close to 3,500 works written over
many centuries about the end of the world, predominantly but not entirely from a Christian
perspective. The books, pamphlets, websites, and selected other media cover a wide variety of
eschatological beliefs--from the numerous fundamentalist scenarios to the mystical and the
violent--and include such topics as the Tribulation, the Rapture, the Millennium, Armageddon, the
Second Coming, the Antichrist, and the Apocalypse. Works on other major religions (such as
Judaism, Islam), the mythos of popular cultures (Mayan prophecies, Norse Ragnarok), UFO, occult
and psychic theories (Heaven's Gate, Nostradamus), and secular theories (Y2k+ computer chaos)
can be found. The work is in four parts (plus indexes). Entries in the pre-1800 part are arranged
chronologically beginning with the Books of Enoch in the second century BC. Other entries are
arranged alphabetically within the three chronological subdivisions of 1800-1910, 1910-1970, and
post-1970. All include full bibliographic information and annotations regarding format, type of work,
theme, the author's background, the category of theories espoused, distinctive or notable
characteristics, the intended readership, and the significance of the work. There are
cross-references to works by the same author. An introduction describes major types of beliefs,
outlines basic Fundamentalist end-of-the-world scenarios, summarizes Biblical sources, and explains
important terms, concepts and relationships among sources. The work is extensively indexed by
author, title, and subject.
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