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Kai Nielsen Ethics Without God: Exploring Morality Beyond Divine Command

kai nielsen ethics without god presents an intriguing exploration into how
moral philosophy can stand independently from religious frameworks. Nielsen,
a renowned philosopher and critic of traditional theistic ethics, challenges
the long-held notion that morality requires a divine foundation. Instead, he
offers a compelling argument for a secular approach to ethics, one grounded
in human reason, social context, and rational inquiry.

In today’s world, where debates about the role of religion in public life and
ethics continue to spark passionate discussions, Nielsen’s work provides a
refreshing perspective. His ideas invite us to reconsider what it means to
live morally and how ethical principles can emerge from human experience
rather than divine command. Let’s delve deeper into kai nielsen ethics
without god, uncovering the nuances of his philosophy and its implications
for contemporary moral thought.

Understanding Kai Nielsen’s Critique of
Theistic Ethics

At the heart of Nielsen’s philosophy is a firm rejection of the idea that God
is necessary for moral values and obligations. Traditional ethical theories
often rely on divine command theory—the belief that what is morally right or
wrong is determined by God’s will. Nielsen challenges this by arguing that
morality can be objective and binding without invoking a supernatural
authority.

The Problem with Divine Command Theory

Divine command theory has faced many philosophical challenges, but Nielsen
highlights several key issues:

Arbitrariness: If something is right simply because God commands it,
then morality seems arbitrary. God could, in theory, command anything,
making moral truths unstable.

Autonomy of Ethics: Nielsen stresses that ethical reasoning should be
autonomous, meaning it should be based on human rationality and
experience rather than external dictates.

Pluralism and Interpretation: Different religions and even sects within
the same religion often disagree on what God commands, casting doubt on
the reliability of divine command as a moral foundation.

For Nielsen, these challenges make it clear that relying on God for ethics is
neither necessary nor sufficient. Instead, he advocates for a secular
grounding of moral principles.



The Foundations of Ethics Without God According
to Nielsen

Moving beyond critique, kai nielsen ethics without god emphasizes a human-
centered approach to morality. Nielsen’s secular ethics draws on reason,
empathy, and social cooperation as the cornerstones of moral life.

Reason and Moral Objectivity

Nielsen argues that reason plays a crucial role in discerning moral truths.
Just as we use logic to solve problems or understand science, we can employ
rational inquiry to determine ethical principles. This approach suggests that
there are objective moral facts that hold independently of religious belief.

The idea is not that moral knowledge is infallible or absolute in the same
way as mathematics but that through dialogue, reflection, and critical
thinking, humans can arrive at shared moral understandings. This rationalist
foundation allows ethics to be accessible and open to all, regardless of
faith or lack thereof.

Human Flourishing and Social Cooperation

Another key element in Nielsen’s secular ethics is the focus on human
flourishing—the idea that the purpose of morality is to promote well-being
and harmony within society. Moral rules are seen as tools to facilitate
peaceful coexistence, mutual respect, and the development of individuals’
potential.

By emphasizing social cooperation, Nielsen aligns with ethical naturalism,
which grounds moral values in human nature and social realities. This view
encourages us to consider the consequences of actions on others and the
collective good, rather than adhering to commands from a supernatural source.

Addressing Common Concerns about Ethics Without
God

Many people wonder if morality without God can truly be binding or
motivating. Nielsen’s work offers thoughtful responses to these concerns,
making his secular ethics both robust and practical.

Is Morality Possible Without Divine Authority?

One of the most frequent questions is whether ethics can be objective and
compelling if not grounded in God. Nielsen answers by highlighting that moral
motivation derives from human empathy, social bonds, and rational
understanding of consequences. People care about justice, fairness, and harm
because these impact real lives.



Moreover, secular ethical systems, such as Kantian ethics or utilitarianism,
have shown that reason alone can provide a solid basis for moral duties.
Nielsen’s perspective adds to this tradition, emphasizing that shared human
experiences create a platform for moral consensus.

How Does Secular Ethics Handle Moral Disagreements?

Without divine commandments, some argue that moral relativism might prevail.
Nielsen acknowledges that disagreements will happen but insists this does not
undermine the possibility of objective ethics. Instead, open dialogue,
critical scrutiny, and ongoing reflection allow societies to refine their
moral standards.

This process mirrors scientific inquiry, where hypotheses are tested and
revised. Ethics, in Nielsen’s view, is a dynamic and evolving discipline,
responsive to new insights and social changes, rather than a fixed set of
rules handed down from on high.

Practical Implications of Kai Nielsen’s Ethics
Without God

Kai Nielsen’s secular ethical framework has real-world relevance, especially
in pluralistic societies where multiple belief systems coexist. His approach
encourages inclusivity and respect for different viewpoints while maintaining
a commitment to rational moral discourse.

Fostering Moral Dialogue in Diverse Societies

In multicultural environments, grounding ethics in shared human experiences
rather than particular religious doctrines helps bridge divides. Nielsen’s
emphasis on reason and empathy provides common ground for people of varied
backgrounds to engage in meaningful moral conversations.

This inclusivity is vital for public policy, education, and community
relations, where ethical decisions impact diverse populations. A secular
ethics model promotes fairness and impartiality, avoiding favoritism towards
any religious ideology.

Encouraging Personal Moral Responsibility

By detaching morality from divine command, Nielsen’s ethics places
responsibility squarely on individuals. People are encouraged to think
critically about their actions and their effects on others, rather than
merely obeying authority.

This empowerment fosters moral maturity and integrity, as individuals develop
their own ethical understanding through reflection and experience. It also
supports moral courage, as standing up for what is right becomes a matter of
conscience and reasoned judgment.



The Broader Legacy of Nielsen’s Ethical
Philosophy

Kai Nielsen’s work on ethics without God contributes significantly to
contemporary moral philosophy and secular humanism. His arguments challenge
us to rethink the origins and nature of morality, inviting a more inclusive
and rational approach.

By advocating for ethics grounded in human reason, empathy, and social
cooperation, Nielsen not only critiques traditional views but also builds a
positive vision of moral life that resonates with many today. His philosophy
continues to inspire debates about ethics, religion, and the meaning of a
good life in a secular age.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Kai Nielsen and what is his contribution to
ethics without God?

Kai Nielsen was a prominent philosopher known for his work in ethics and
philosophy of religion. He contributed significantly to the development of
secular moral philosophy by arguing that ethical systems can be grounded
without reliance on the existence of God.

What is the main argument in Kai Nielsen's 'Ethics
without God'?

In 'Ethics without God,' Kai Nielsen argues that moral values and duties do
not require divine authority or religious foundations, and that secular
ethics can provide a robust framework for understanding morality.

How does Kai Nielsen address the source of moral
values in a godless framework?

Nielsen suggests that moral values arise from human needs, social practices,
and rational considerations rather than from divine commands, emphasizing
reason and human experience as the basis for ethics.

What criticisms does Kai Nielsen respond to regarding
secular ethics in 'Ethics without God'?

Nielsen addresses criticisms that without God, morality is subjective or
lacks objective grounding, by arguing that secular ethics can be objective
through shared human conditions and rational discourse.

How has Kai Nielsen's 'Ethics without God' influenced
contemporary secular moral philosophy?

'Ethics without God' has been influential in encouraging philosophers to
explore and develop ethical theories independent of religious beliefs,



fostering debates on moral realism, humanism, and ethical naturalism.

Can ethics be meaningful without belief in God
according to Kai Nielsen?

Yes, according to Kai Nielsen, ethics can be meaningful and coherent without
belief in God. He maintains that moral principles can be justified through
human reason, social cooperation, and empirical understanding of human well-
being.

Additional Resources
Kai Nielsen Ethics Without God: Exploring Secular Moral Philosophy

kai nielsen ethics without god presents a profound inquiry into the
foundations of morality independent of theistic frameworks. As a prominent
philosopher known for his critical stance on religion, Nielsen challenges the
prevailing assumption that ethical systems must be grounded in divine
authority. His work invites a reconsideration of how moral values and duties
can be justified in a secular context, making significant contributions to
contemporary debates in ethics and philosophy of religion.

Understanding Kai Nielsen’s Approach to Ethics

Kai Nielsen, a Canadian philosopher, is widely recognized for his advocacy of
naturalistic and secular ethics. His position articulates a clear rejection
of the notion that morality requires a belief in God or any supernatural
entity. Instead, Nielsen proposes that ethical principles can be derived from
human reason, social practices, and empirical understanding of human nature.
This viewpoint aligns with a broader tradition of moral philosophy that seeks
to disentangle ethics from religious doctrines.

Central to Nielsen’s argument is the critique of divine command theory—the
idea that moral rightness stems solely from God's commands. He contends that
such an approach faces significant philosophical challenges, including the
Euthyphro dilemma, which questions whether something is good because God
commands it or if God commands it because it is good. By detaching ethics
from theology, Nielsen opens the door for a morality based on human
flourishing and rational deliberation.

Secular Foundations of Morality

At the core of Nielsen’s ethics without God is the belief that moral values
are objective and accessible through reason. He emphasizes the role of human
needs, desires, and social interactions as the basis for ethical norms. In
this context, morality is not arbitrary but grounded in the realities of
human life and the pursuit of well-being.

Nielsen draws heavily on naturalistic ethics, which views moral properties as
natural properties discoverable through science and reason. This contrasts
with supernatural moral realism, which posits that moral truths exist
independently in a divine realm. By adopting a naturalistic stance, Nielsen’s



framework allows for continuous revision and improvement of ethical norms in
light of new knowledge and social evolution.

Key Features of Kai Nielsen’s Ethical
Philosophy

Rejection of Theistic Morality

A defining characteristic of Nielsen’s thought is his explicit rejection of
theistic morality. He argues that grounding ethics in God’s will is both
unnecessary and problematic. One consequence of this rejection is the
emphasis on human autonomy in moral reasoning. Ethics, in Nielsen’s view,
must be a human enterprise, free from appeals to supernatural authority.

Emphasis on Rational Justification

Nielsen insists that ethical claims require rational justification. Moral
principles should withstand critical scrutiny and be justifiable through
coherent arguments rather than blind faith. This rationalist approach
promotes a form of ethics that is open to debate, revision, and dialogue,
fostering philosophical pluralism.

Morality as Social Practice

Another essential aspect of Nielsen’s ethics without god is the understanding
of morality as a social practice. He asserts that moral norms arise from
human interactions and the need for cooperative living. This sociological
dimension highlights how ethical systems are embedded in cultural and
historical contexts, yet remain subject to rational evaluation.

Comparative Perspectives: Nielsen and Other
Secular Ethicists

Kai Nielsen’s views resonate with other secular philosophers who advocate for
morality independent of religion, but his arguments have unique nuances. For
instance, compared to contemporary secular ethicists like Peter Singer, who
emphasizes utilitarianism, Nielsen’s approach is less prescriptive and more
focused on the philosophical justification of secular moral frameworks.

Unlike some moral relativists who argue that ethics is purely subjective or
culturally relative, Nielsen maintains that objective moral truths can be
discovered through reason and empirical investigation. This places him closer
to moral realism, albeit a naturalistic variety, differentiating his stance
from both divine command theorists and relativists.



Pros and Cons of Nielsen’s Ethics Without God

Pros:

Encourages moral autonomy and critical thinking.

Offers a flexible and evolving ethical system grounded in human
experience.

Provides an inclusive framework that appeals across diverse belief
systems.

Avoids theological problems such as the Euthyphro dilemma.

Cons:

Critics argue it may lack the motivational force attributed to
divine commands.

Some contend it struggles to account for why objective moral values
exist without a transcendent source.

Its reliance on human reason and social consensus may be challenged
by moral skepticism.

The Impact of Kai Nielsen’s Work on
Contemporary Ethics

Kai Nielsen’s contributions have significantly influenced discussions around
secular ethics, especially in the context of increasing secularization in
global societies. His insistence on ethics without god challenges
philosophers, theologians, and laypeople alike to reconsider the grounds of
morality in an age where religious belief is no longer ubiquitous.

His work also intersects with debates on moral education, human rights, and
public policy, where secular frameworks are essential for pluralistic
societies. By advocating a reason-based, inclusive, and socially grounded
ethics, Nielsen’s philosophy offers tools to navigate moral disagreements in
diverse communities.

Moreover, Nielsen’s approach contributes to the broader philosophical
discourse on the relationship between religion and morality, often serving as
a counterpoint to those who assert that ethics collapses without divine
authority. His rigorous defense of secular moral realism helps establish a
credible alternative that sustains moral objectivity.



Future Directions Inspired by Nielsen’s Ethics
Without God

As societies continue to grapple with ethical dilemmas posed by technological
advancements, environmental challenges, and cultural pluralism, Nielsen’s
framework remains relevant. Ethical systems that do not depend on religious
premises are crucial for global cooperation and understanding. Future
research inspired by Nielsen’s work might focus on:

Developing further naturalistic accounts of moral ontology and1.
epistemology.

Integrating empirical findings from psychology and sociology into2.
ethical theory.

Exploring practical applications of secular ethics in law, politics, and3.
education.

Addressing critiques related to moral motivation and objectivity in4.
secular contexts.

Kai Nielsen’s ethics without god continues to stimulate philosophical inquiry
and public discourse, pushing the boundaries of how morality is
conceptualized and justified in a modern, secular world.

Kai Nielsen Ethics Without God

  kai nielsen ethics without god: Ethics Without God Kai Nielsen, 1990 Nielsen argues that
morality cannot be based on religion, and that there is no evidence to show that nonbelievers
despair or lose their sense of identity and purpose. He shows that the implications of Christian
absolutism are more likely to be monstrous than are those of a secular ethic that incorporates an
independent principle of justice.
  kai nielsen ethics without god: An Examination of Kai Nielsen's Ethics Without God
Philip Wayne Thompson, 1979
  kai nielsen ethics without god: Ethics Without God? Fulvio Di Blasi, Joshua P. Hochschild,
Jeffrey Langan, 2008 Ethics Without God? brings the theological perspective of the Aristotelian and
Thomistic traditions to bear on a variety of current political and theoretical questions. The main
essays explore a place for the role of God in recent academic philosophy and political theory. The
volume also explores the implications of two recent books, each a major scholarly venture in
theologically realist ethical reflection: a defense of Platonism in John Rist's Real Ethics and a natural
law jurisprudence in Russell Hittinger's The First Grace. With lengthy essays prompted by these
books - four essays each, by prominent theologians, moral philosophers, and political scientists - and
with extended responses from Rist and Hittinger, the result is a volume that engages ultimate
questions across academic disciplines and intellectual traditions. Book jacket.
  kai nielsen ethics without god: The Future of Reason, Science and Faith Revd Dr J
Andrew Kirk, 2013-05-28 Focusing on the history of ideas, this book explores important questions
concerning knowledge in relation to philosophy, science, ethics and Christian faith. Kirk contributes
to the current debate about the intellectual basis and integrity of Western culture, exploring
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controversial issues concerning the notions of modernity and post-modernity. Repositioning the
Christian faith as a valid dialogue partner with contemporary secular movements in philosophy and
ethics, Kirk seeks to show that in 'post-Christian' Europe the Christian faith still possesses
intellectual resources worthy to be reckoned with. This book's principal argument is that
contemporary Western society faces a cultural crisis. It explores what appears to be an historical
enigma, namely the question of why Western intellectual endeavours in philosophy and science seem
to have abandoned the search for a source of knowledge able to draw together disparate pieces of
information provided by different disciplines. Kirk draws conclusions, particularly in the area of
ethical decision-making, from this apparent failure and invites readers to consider Christian theism
afresh as a means for the renewal of culture and society.
  kai nielsen ethics without god: Why I Became an Atheist John W. Loftus, 2012-10-10 For
about two decades John W. Loftus was a devout evangelical Christian, an ordained minister of the
Church of Christ, and an ardent apologist for Christianity. With three degrees--in philosophy,
theology, and philosophy of religion--he was adept at using rational argumentation to defend the
faith. But over the years, doubts about the credibility of key Christian tenets began to creep into his
thinking. By the late 1990s he experienced a full-blown crisis of faith. In this honest appraisal of his
journey from believer to atheist, the author carefully explains the experiences and the reasoning
process that led him to reject religious belief. The original edition of this book was published in 2006
and reissued in 2008. Since that time, Loftus has received a good deal of critical feedback from
Christians and skeptics alike. In this revised and expanded edition, the author addresses criticisms
of the original, adds new argumentation and references, and refines his presentation. For every
issue he succinctly summarizes the various points of view and provides references for further
reading. In conclusion, he describes the implications of life without belief in God, some liberating,
some sobering. This frank critique of Christian belief from a former insider will interest freethinkers
as well as anyone with doubts about the claims of religion.
  kai nielsen ethics without god: Analytic Philosophy of Religion James Franklin Harris,
2013-03-14 When Gene Long, editor of Kluwer's Handbook of Contemporary Philosophy of Religion
Series, first invited me to write the volume on Analytic Philosophy of Religion, I accepted with great
enthusiasm. My only explanation for that enthusiasm now is that I was younger and more naive at
the time. Soon after starting work on the volume, my enthusiasm was dampened by the daunting
magnitude of the task. I began as a sprinter and quickly settled into the pace of a long-distance
runner. Although I considered myself well read in the subject, I soon discovered that I had a great
deal of research to do to be confident that I had considered all of the major contributions to the
various discussions, issues, and of religion. As I read more and more problems found within analytic
philosophy books and articles, I realized that I had rushed into a territory already well trodden by
the angels. I am greatly impressed by the sophistication and subtlety of philosophical argument that
characterize the different debates in contemporary analytic philosophy of religion. This volume
covers a vast amount of material. I have endeavored to provide the fairest possible reading of
different authors, and, in cases where I include my own critical evaluations and develop my own
positions, I have endeavored to provide the strongest possible interpretations of the positions I
criticize.
  kai nielsen ethics without god: Ethics Without God ,
  kai nielsen ethics without god: Exploring the Philosophy of Religion David Stewart,
2017-09-29 Exploring the Philosophy of Religion, 7th Edition, combines the best features of a text
and a reader by offering clear analysis coupled with important primary-source readings. Professor
David Stewart called upon his 30-plus years of teaching experience to introduce students to the
important study of philosophical issues raised by religion. Beginning students often find primary
sources alone too difficult so this text offers primary source materials by a variety of significant
philosophers?including a balanced blend of classical and contemporary authors?but the materials
are supported by clearly written introductions, which better prepare students to understand the
readings.



  kai nielsen ethics without god: Godforsaken Dinesh D'Souza, 2012-02-17 Examines the issue
of human suffering and explores why a good God allows it.
  kai nielsen ethics without god: Ethical Theory Russ Shafer-Landau, 2007-07-30 In
presenting this reader on ethical theory, Shafer-Landau (philosophy, U. of Wisconsin) has made sure
to cover the standard topics of the day, consequentialism, deontology, contractarianism, and virtue
ethics, but has also sought to include areas that are less common in sections on moral standing,
moral responsibility, moral knowledge, and works that question the very possibility of systematic
ethics. He also includes a section that discusses ethics and religion and another that examines prima
facie duties and particularism. Rather than include critics' views following the various theoretical
presentations, he has instead decided to include more works of allied thinkers in order to provide
readers with a more nuanced view of the particular view in question. Selections from classic writers
such as Aristotle, Thomas Hobbes, Immanuel Kant, and Plato are accompanied by more
contemporary writings. Annotation ©2007 Book News, Inc., Portland, OR (booknews.com) --
Distributed by Syndetic Solutions, LLC.
  kai nielsen ethics without god: Walking the Tightrope of Faith , 2023-12-28 This book
expands upon the dialogue between the atheist philosopher Kai Nielsen and the Christian
philosopher Hendrik Hart in the book Search for Community in A Withering Tradition. Collected
here for the first time are the responses of several prominent Canadian philosophers to Nielsen's
outspoken work in the philosophy of religion, including their responses to Hart's criticisms of
Nielsen. New replies by Hart and Nielsen to these added voices are also included. This volume is of
interest for students in the philosophy of religion who wish to examine the encounter between
religious faith and secular humanism at the close of the twentieth century, an increasingly
postmodern time in which the appeal to an a historical standard of rationality is no longer sought or
even thought possible. This book tackles tough topics like the appropriate role of reason in the
intellectual criticism and defense of faith, the limits of the rational justification of human knowledge,
the role of pre-reflective commitments in human intellectual life, the nature of truth, and the
possibility for peace in a world consisting of a plural and often violent collection of cultural and
religious groups.
  kai nielsen ethics without god: Rights and Christian Ethics Kieran Cronin, 1992 Kieran
Cronin helps philosophers and theologians to understand each other's perspectives on rights,
making this book a significant contribution to Christian ethics and moral philosophy.
  kai nielsen ethics without god: In Defense of Natural Theology James F. Sennett, Douglas
Groothuis, 2005-10-04 James F. Sennett and Douglas Groothuis have assembled a distinguished
array of scholars to examine the Humean legacy with care and make the case for a more robust, if
chastened, natural theology after Hume.
  kai nielsen ethics without god: Introduction to Ethics Andrew Dell'Olio, Caroline J. Simon,
2010-06-16 As the perfect companion to introduction to ethics courses, Dell'Olio and Simon's reader
includes the most influential ethical theories without overwhelming the beginning student. It
contains a variety of readings encompassing contemporary and classic philosophers, male and
female perspectives of both Western and non-Western ethical traditions, and readings in both
theoretical and applied ethics. Introduction to Ethics comprises of thirty-seven essays divided into
nine chapters; the first chapter introduces the nature of moral theory with a brief account of the
different moral theories that will follow in the text. Chapters 2 through 8 are each devoted to a
particular moral theory with readings that represent the position and those who challenge it,
accompanied by an application of the theory to a particular moral problem. Finally, chapter 9 offers
readings in practical guidance on living a good life. Each chapter has a brief introduction that
provides an overview of the selection with pointers on what to note as the selection is read and
concludes with a series of thought-provoking study questions and a selection for further reading
making it easier for students to understand and appreciate their reading.
  kai nielsen ethics without god: Philosophy of Religion and the African American Experience
John H. McClendon III, 2017-07-03 Most white philosophers of religion generally presume that



philosophy of religion is based on what is a false universality; whereby the white/Western experience
is paradigmatic of humanity at-large. The fact remains that Howard Thurman, James H. Cone and
William R. Jones, among others, have produced a substantial amount of theological work quite
worthy of consideration by philosophers of religion. Yet this corpus of thought is not reflected in the
scholarly literature that constitutes the main body of philosophy of religion. Neglect and ignorance
of African American Studies is widespread in the academy. By including chapters on Thurman, Cone
and Jones, the present book functions as a corrective to this scholarly lacuna.
  kai nielsen ethics without god: Moral Choices Scott Rae, 2009-12-15 With its unique union
of theory and application and its well-organized, easy-to-use design, Moral Choices has earned its
place as the standard text for college ethics courses. This third edition offers extensive updates,
revisions, and brand new material, all designed to help students develop a sound and current basis
for making ethical decisions in today's complex postmodern culture. Moral Choices outlines the
distinctive elements of Christian ethics while avoiding undue dogmatism. The book also introduces
other ethical systems and their key proponents, including Plato, Aristotle, Augustine, Aquinas, and
Kant. After describing a seven-step procedure for tackling ethical dilemmas, author Scott Rae uses
case studies to help students think critically and biblically about ? Abortion ? Reproductive
Technologies ? Euthanasia ? Capital Punishment ? Sexual Ethics ? The Morality of War ? Genetic
Technologies and Human Cloning ? NEW: Ethics and Economics New features include online
resources for instructors; a chapter covering global capitalism, environmental ethics, and business
ethics; new material on bioethics and on stem cell and embryo research; discussion questions at the
end of each chapter; and sidebars with case studies.
  kai nielsen ethics without god: Ethical Contexts and Theoretical Issues Santiago Sia,
2009-12-14 Ethics has become a particularly relevant topic for discussion and a subject for serious
study. It has a very long tradition, of course; but nowadays one hears frequently of the need,
because of abuses or concerns, to formulate and adopt ethical codes in various areas or professions.
This book aims to make a philosophical contribution to the discussions and debates on the topic.
Compared to the traditional approach to the philosophical study of ethics, however, this book adopts
a different strategy. It shows that such ethical thinking, in the concrete particulars, originates in
various academic and professional contexts, among others. But inasmuch as theoretical issues
require wider and more intensive attention, it argues that ethical thinking needs to be pursued
further and that it can be aided by philosophical investigations. In its concluding chapters the book
presents an alternative foundation for ethical decision-making. Philosophically grounded, it moves
away from an individualistic ethical perspective to a relational one that has been shaped through
dialogue with the various contexts in which ethical think-ing arises.
  kai nielsen ethics without god: Truth and Religious Belief Curtis L. Hancock, Brendan
Sweetman, 1998 This book contains a thorough and balanced series of dialogues introducing key
topics in philosophy of religion, such as: the existence and nature of God, the problem of evil,
religious pluralism, the nature of religious experience, immortality, and the meaning of life. A
realistic cast of characters in a natural setting engages in a series of thought-provoking
conversations; the dialogue format of these conversations captures typical student attitudes and
questions concerning religious belief; allows comparison of important themes throughout the
dialogues; encourages the interjection of insights, observations, questions, and objections; and
introduces related points when they would naturally arise, instead of relegating them to a later
chapter. As well as presenting a detailed and probing discussion, each dialogue includes a list of key
terms, a set of study questions, and a bibliography - all of which make this an excellent text for
courses in philosophy of religion and introductory philosophy classes.
  kai nielsen ethics without god: Pantheism Michael P. Levine, 2002-09-11 Many people who do
not believe in God believe that 'everything is God' - that everything is part of an all-inclusive divine
unity. In Pantheism, this concept is presented as a legitimate position and its philosophical basis is
examined. Michael Levine compares it to theism, and discusses the scope for resolving the problems
inherent in theism through pantheism. He also considers the implications of pantheism in terms of



practice. This book will appeal to those who study philosophy or theology. It will also be of interest
to anyone who does not believe in a personal God, but does have faith in a higher unifying force, and
is interested in the justification of this as a legitimate system of thought.
  kai nielsen ethics without god: Practically Profound James H. Hall, 2005-02-25 Do you
think that philosophy is an activity for old men in sandals with long white beards? Or people who sit
under trees and wait to be struck on the head by apples? If so, then you owe it to yourself to explore
the insights of this book. In conversational yet artful prose, James H. Hall reveals the many ways
that you can actually enjoy and use philosophy in the course of your everyday experience. Doing
philosophy involves critically examining key concepts, presuppositions and implications that are in
play across the entire range of human inquiry. Practically Profound introduces the enterprise in
three basic areas: knowledge and belief (epistemology), human nature (ontology) and the good life
(ethics). Emphasizing experience-based arguments, the book demonstrates techniques that readers
of all ages can use to enhance their own understanding of themselves and their world. This book is
ideally suited to any introductory course in philosophy that takes a problems-based approach, as
well as to general readers interested in putting philosophy to work in their everyday lives.
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