importance of small group instruction

The Importance of Small Group Instruction: Unlocking Personalized Learning Success

importance of small group instruction in education cannot be overstated, especially in today’s diverse
classrooms where students come with varying backgrounds, abilities, and learning styles. Small group
instruction offers a unique approach that bridges the gap between whole-class teaching and one-on-one
tutoring, creating an environment where students receive both individualized attention and collaborative
learning opportunities. This method not only enhances academic outcomes but also fosters social skills,

confidence, and motivation among learners.

Understanding Small Group Instruction

Small group instruction involves teaching a limited number of students—typically between 3 and
6—simultaneously, allowing educators to tailor lessons more closely to the needs of each student. Unlike
traditional whole-class settings where teachers must address a broad spectrum of abilities at once, small

groups enable targeted teaching strategies, immediate feedback, and active engagement.

Why Size Matters in Learning

The size of a group dramatically impacts the quality of interaction and learning. In smaller groups, students
are more likely to participate, ask questions, and engage deeply with the material. This dynamic not only
enhances understanding but also builds a supportive learning community where students feel comfortable

expressing themselves without fear of judgment.

Benefits of Small Group Instruction

The importance of small group instruction shines through its numerous benefits that positively influence

both teaching and learning processes.

Personalized Learning Experience

One of the most compelling advantages is the ability to differentiate instruction. Teachers can adapt lessons
to match students’ readiness levels, interests, and learning preferences. This customization supports

struggling students by providing extra scaffolding while simultaneously challenging advanced learners,



ensuring everyone progresses at an appropriate pace.

Improved Student Engagement

Small groups encourage active participation. Students often feel more accountable and motivated when
working in an intimate setting. This engagement translates into better retention of material, as learners are

not passive recipients but active contributors to the educational experience.

Enhanced Collaboration and Communication Skills

Working in small groups fosters essential social skills. Students learn to listen, negotiate, and express their
ideas clearly. These collaborative experiences mirror real-world scenarios, preparing students for future

teamwork and communication demands beyond the classroom.

Immediate Feedback and Support

Teachers can provide prompt, specific feedback during small group sessions, addressing misconceptions
before they become ingrained. This timely intervention is critical for reinforcing concepts and boosting

confidence, which is often more challenging in larger classes.

Implementing Small Group Instruction Effectively

Recognizing the importance of small group instruction is just the first step. Effective implementation

requires thoughtful planning and flexibility.

Grouping Strategies

Deciding how to group students can influence the success of instruction. Common approaches include:

¢ Ability-based groups: Students with similar skill levels work together to focus on targeted objectives.
e Interest-based groups: Grouping by shared interests can boost motivation and engagement.

¢ Mixed-ability groups: Diverse groups encourage peer teaching and varied perspectives.



Teachers may rotate grouping methods depending on lesson goals, ensuring balanced experiences for all

learners.

Planning Focused Lessons

Small group instruction demands concise, goal-oriented lessons. Educators should focus on specific skills or
concepts, using materials and activities that promote interaction and critical thinking. Incorporating

formative assessments helps monitor progress and adjust instruction dynamically.

Leveraging Technology

Educational technology can enhance small group instruction by providing adaptive learning tools,
interactive content, and data analytics to track student performance. Digital platforms also facilitate

collaboration, especially in hybrid or remote learning environments.

Challenges and Solutions in Small Group Instruction

While the importance of small group instruction is clear, it also presents challenges that educators must

navigate.

Time Management

Dividing attention among multiple groups takes careful scheduling. Teachers can address this by creating
structured rotations where groups work independently on meaningful tasks while others receive direct

instruction.

Resource Allocation

Small groups may require additional materials or space, which can strain school resources. Creative solutions
include repurposing existing materials, utilizing community resources, or integrating technology to

supplement learning.



Maintaining Student Accountability

In smaller groups, it’s easy for some students to rely on peers. Establishing clear roles and expectations

encourages active participation and responsibility.

The Role of Small Group Instruction in Inclusive Education

The importance of small group instruction extends to supporting inclusive classrooms where students with
diverse needs learn together. This approach allows teachers to address individualized education program

(IEP) goals more effectively and fosters peer support among students with and without disabilities.

Building Confidence and Independence

Students who may struggle in larger settings often find small groups less intimidating. The environment

nurtures self-esteem and encourages risk-taking, which are vital for academic growth.

Facilitating Targeted Interventions

Teachers can use small group sessions to implement specific interventions, such as reading remediation or

math skill-building, ensuring that students receive the help they need without feeling singled out.

Small Group Instruction and Student Motivation

Motivation plays a crucial role in learning, and the importance of small group instruction is evident in how

it fosters intrinsic motivation.

Creating a Sense of Belonging

Being part of a small, supportive group helps students feel connected and valued. This sense of belonging

can increase enthusiasm for learning and reduce feelings of isolation.



Encouraging Peer Support

Students often motivate each other through encouragement and friendly competition. Small groups

provide a platform for positive reinforcement and shared success, making learning more enjoyable.

Final Thoughts on the Importance of Small Group Instruction

Integrating small group instruction into educational practice is more than a teaching strategy—it’s a
pathway to creating meaningful, personalized learning experiences that empower students. By addressing
individual needs, promoting engagement, and fostering collaboration, small group instruction cultivates a
dynamic classroom environment where every learner has the opportunity to thrive. Embracing this
approach can transform the educational journey, making learning more accessible, effective, and enjoyable
for all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is small group instruction and why is it important?

Small group instruction is a teaching method where educators work with a few students simultaneously,
allowing for more personalized attention. It is important because it addresses individual learning needs,

promotes engagement, and improves student understanding.

How does small group instruction benefit student learning outcomes?

Small group instruction benefits student learning by providing tailored support, encouraging collaboration,

and enabling immediate feedback, which collectively enhance comprehension and retention of material.

In what ways does small group instruction support differentiated

learning?

Small group instruction supports differentiated learning by allowing teachers to customize lessons according
to students’ skill levels, learning styles, and interests, ensuring that each student receives appropriate

challenges and support.

Why is small group instruction effective for struggling learners?

Small group instruction is effective for struggling learners because it offers focused attention, targeted

interventions, and a supportive environment that helps address specific gaps and build confidence.



How does small group instruction foster student engagement?

Small group instruction fosters student engagement by creating an interactive setting where students can

participate actively, ask questions, and collaborate with peers, leading to increased motivation and interest.

‘What role does small group instruction play in promoting social skills?

Small group instruction promotes social skills by encouraging communication, cooperation, and teamwork

among students, helping them develop interpersonal skills essential for academic and personal success.

Can small group instruction improve classroom management?

Yes, small group instruction can improve classroom management by reducing distractions, allowing the

teacher to monitor and support students more closely, and creating a structured learning environment.

How can technology enhance small group instruction?

Technology can enhance small group instruction by providing interactive tools, personalized learning
resources, and real-time assessment data, enabling teachers to tailor instruction and engage students more

effectively.

Additional Resources

The Critical Role of Small Group Instruction in Modern Education

importance of small group instruction has increasingly gained recognition as educators and policymakers
seek more effective strategies to enhance student learning outcomes. As classrooms become more diverse
and educational demands more complex, the traditional one-size-fits-all teaching model faces challenges in
addressing individual student needs. Small group instruction emerges as a targeted approach that not only
fosters personalized learning but also promotes engagement, collaboration, and deeper understanding among

students.

Understanding Small Group Instruction

Small group instruction refers to the educational practice of dividing students into smaller clusters, typically
ranging from three to six learners, to receive focused teaching tailored to their specific needs. This format
contrasts with whole-class instruction by allowing educators to provide differentiated support, adapt pacing,
and encourage active participation. The method is utilized across various educational levels and subjects,

often integrated into reading interventions, math workshops, and language acquisition programs.



Why Small Group Instruction Matters

The significance of small group instruction lies in its ability to bridge gaps that large classroom settings
might overlook. Research indicates that students in small groups tend to receive more immediate feedback
and have increased opportunities to ask questions and engage with content. This interaction is critical for

clarifying misunderstandings and reinforcing learning.
Furthermore, small groups create an environment conducive to peer learning, where students can

collaborate and learn from each other’s perspectives. This dynamic often enhances critical thinking skills

and encourages social development, which are essential components of holistic education.

Benefits of Small Group Instruction

The importance of small group instruction is underscored by several benefits that directly impact student

achievement and motivation:
¢ Personalized Learning: Teachers can tailor lessons to the specific strengths and weaknesses of each
student, promoting mastery of content rather than superficial coverage.

e Increased Engagement: Smaller groups reduce distractions and create a safe space for students to

participate actively, leading to higher engagement levels.

¢ Improved Academic Performance: Studies have shown that students receiving small group

instruction often outperform peers in standardized assessments, particularly in reading and math.

¢ Better Classroom Management: By focusing on fewer students at a time, teachers can manage

behaviors more effectively and provide consistent support.

¢ Enhanced Teacher-Student Relationships: The intimate setting fosters stronger connections, which

can boost student confidence and motivation.

Challenges and Considerations

‘While the importance of small group instruction is clear, implementing it effectively requires careful
planning and resources. One challenge lies in scheduling, as dividing a class into multiple groups

necessitates additional time and potentially more staff. Moreover, educators must be trained to design and



facilitate small group sessions that maintain rigor and engagement.

Another consideration is ensuring that groupings are dynamic and based on ongoing assessments rather
than static placement. This flexibility allows instruction to adapt to evolving student needs and prevents

stigmatization that might arise from fixed ability groups.

Small Group Instruction Compared to One-on-One and Whole-

Class Teaching

Educators often debate the merits of various instructional formats. While one-on-one tutoring offers the
highest degree of personalization, it is resource-intensive and not always feasible. Conversely, whole-class

instruction is efficient but may fail to address diverse learner needs adequately.

Small group instruction strikes a balance by combining personalization with scalability. According to
educational research, small groups provide sufficient individual attention while maintaining peer
interaction, which is absent in one-on-one settings. Compared to whole-class formats, small groups allow for

differentiated pacing and targeted interventions, making them particularly effective for mixed-ability

classrooms.

Implementing Small Group Instruction: Best Practices

For schools and educators aiming to leverage the importance of small group instruction, several strategies

can optimize outcomes:
1. Assessment-Driven Grouping: Use formative assessments to identify students’ learning levels and
group them accordingly.

2. Clear Learning Objectives: Define specific goals for each group session to maintain focus and measure

progress.
3. Flexible Grouping: Regularly reassign students based on their evolving needs and performance.
4. Collaborative Activities: Incorporate tasks that promote peer interaction and problem-solving.

5. Professional Development: Train teachers in small group management techniques and differentiated

instruction methods.



The Role of Technology in Enhancing Small Group Instruction

Advancements in educational technology have further highlighted the importance of small group
instruction by enabling more personalized and interactive learning experiences. Digital platforms facilitate
adaptive learning, allowing students to progress at their own pace within small groups. Additionally, tools
like collaborative apps and virtual breakout rooms support remote or hybrid learning models, ensuring

small group benefits extend beyond the physical classroom.

Educational data analytics also empower teachers to monitor group performance in real time, making it
easier to adjust instruction and provide timely interventions. Such integration of technology not only

streamlines the management of small groups but also enriches the instructional content delivered.

Future Trends and Implications

As education continues to evolve, the importance of small group instruction is expected to grow in
prominence. Increasing emphasis on personalized learning, social-emotional development, and competency-
based education aligns closely with the strengths of small group teaching. Moreover, policy initiatives and
funding often prioritize strategies that demonstrate measurable gains in student achievement, positioning

small group instruction as a key component of future pedagogical frameworks.

However, the success of this approach will depend on addressing challenges related to equity, resource
allocation, and teacher preparedness. Ensuring that all students benefit from small group instruction

requires systemic support and ongoing research into best practices.
In sum, small group instruction represents a vital strategy within the broader landscape of educational

innovation. Its ability to adapt to diverse learner profiles and foster meaningful engagement underscores its

enduring value in improving academic and social outcomes.

Importance Of Small Group Instruction

importance of small group instruction: Small Group Teaching Richard G. Tiberius,
2013-10-11 A practical guide to improve classes that are bored, hostile, aggressive or just not quite
right. The book provides tips form making small class teaching more effective, with practical
suggestions for a broad range of problems that teachers regularly encounter.

importance of small group instruction: Small Group Teaching Kate Exley, Reg Dennick,
Andrew Fisher, 2019-02-13 This comprehensive guide for new university teachers brings together
straightforward and practical advice on small group teaching alongside examples of practice across
disciplines. Written in a highly accessible style, it covers topics such as the foundations of small
group teaching; methods and techniques; and advice on inclusive and non-discriminatory practice.
Now fully updated, this new edition also takes into account changes in technology and the


http://www.killa-beez.com/archive-th-112/importance-of-small-group-instruction.pdf

expectation of students, includes examples of practice from a variety of institutions, and offers
learning resources and reading suggestions throughout.

importance of small group instruction: Technical Report Human Resources Research
Organization, 1970

importance of small group instruction: Using Technology to Support High-Impact
Educational Practice Karen S. Ivers, 2018-12-01 Emphasizing the importance of preparing students
for the global workforce, this title explains how to teach using the latest educational technology. As
technology becomes more advanced and accessible, it gives rise to new delivery methods of
instruction and learning. High Impact Educational Practices including collaboration, diversity, global
learning, service- and project-based learning, and research and writing, can be used to strengthen
students' readiness for the demands of the 21st-century global community and workforce. This book
helps current and future K-12 educators to better understand high impact educational practices and
why they are important. It provides educators with ideas of how to use technology to support high
impact educational practices in their classrooms and helps them to create just, equitable, and
inclusive learning environments that support 21st-century learning.

importance of small group instruction: Contemporary Special Education Research Russell
Gersten, Ellen P. Schiller, Sharon R. Vaughn, 2000-03-01 Considerable research in the past 30 years
has accumulated regarding the academic and social functioning of youngsters with disabilities. Only
in the past decade has there been sufficient special education research published from which
meta-analyses and syntheses can be conducted. In this volume, seven sets of authors grapple with
synthesizing the knowledge base on an array of critical topics in the field of special education.
Among others, specific chapters include: * a synthesis of what is known about effective instructional
grouping practices for reading. * an examination of the differences between students classified as
learning disabled and other low-achieving students on a range of academic performance measures. *
a review of effective instruction for English-language learners. * an examination of the research on
behavioral supports for low-incidence special education populations. * a synthesis on how technology
supports literary development, across the full spectrum of disabilities categories. These papers
provide up-to-date, informative summaries of current knowledge and a base from which further
venture into the critical area of instructional intervention in special education can occur.

importance of small group instruction: Teaching Children to Read: Reports of the subgroups
National Reading Panel (U.S.), 2000

importance of small group instruction: An Introduction to Medical Teaching William B.
Jeffries, Kathryn Huggett, 2010-03-10 Few faculty members in academic medical centres are
formally prepared for their roles as teachers. This work is an introductory text designed to provide
medical teachers with the core concepts of effective teaching practice and information about
innovations for curriculum design, delivery, and assessment. It offers brief, focused chapters with
content that is easily assimilated by the reader. Topics are relevant to basic science and clinical
teachers, and the work does not presume readers possess prerequisite knowledge of education
theory or instructional design. The authors emphasize application of concepts to teaching practice.
Topics include: Helping Students Learn; Teaching Large Groups; Teaching in Small Groups; Problem
Based Learning; Team-Based Learning, Teaching Clinical Skills; Teaching with Simulation; Teaching
with Practicals and Labs; Teaching with Technological Tools; Designing a Course; Assessing Student
Performance; Documenting the Trajectory of your Teaching and Teaching as Scholarship. Chapters
were written by leaders in medical education and research who draw upon extensive professional
experience and the literature on best practices in education. Although designed for teachers, the
work reflects a learner-centred perspective and emphasizes outcomes for student learning. The book
is accessible and visually interesting, and the work contains information that is current, but not
time-sensitive. The work includes recommendations for additional reading and an appendix with
resources for medical education.

importance of small group instruction: Time and Learning in the Special Education
Classroom Libby Goodman, 1990-01-01 Focusing on the relationship between time use and learning




results, this book explores the instructional processes in special education classrooms. The text
emphasizes teacher control of time resources at the classroom level, instructional management
strategies that conserve and enhance instructional time, and the efficient and effective use of
learning time to enhance student performance outcomes. The dual dimensions of time and task are
incorporated throughout the text to communicate the essential message that time and the
appropriate use of time go hand in hand in the classroom. Adequate time alone is a necessary but
insufficient condition for maximal learning to occur. Time and Learning in the Special Education
Classroom strikes a balance between research and application to achieve a scholarly yet readable
text, relevant for both pre-service and in-service teachers, supervisors, principals, administrators,
and teacher educators.

importance of small group instruction: A Handbook for Teaching and Learning in
Higher Education Heather Fry, Steve Ketteridge, Stephanie Marshall, 2003-12-16 The Handbook is
sensitive to the competing demands of teaching, research and scholarship, and academic
management. Against the contexts, the book focuses on developing professional academic skills for
teaching. Dealing with the rapid expansion of the use of technology in higher education and
widening student diversity, the fully updated and expanded edition includes new material on, for
example, e-learning, lecturing to large groups, formative and summative assessment, and
supervising research students.

importance of small group instruction: AFPTRC-TR., 1970

importance of small group instruction: A Handbook for Medical Teachers D.I. Newble, R.A.
Cannon, 2012-12-06 Major changes continue to occur in medical education. There are increasing
external and internal pressures to improve the quality of courses and the teaching performance of
individual staff. Since the publication of the first edition of this book in 1983, the Handbook for
Medical Teachers has established itself as an ideal resource for both new and established teachers
in an area where there is very little other support. It successfully combines basic educational
principles with a how-to approach in a very readable way, supported by numerous illustrations and
cartoons. This third edition has been extensively revised throughout to reflect the many changes in
medical education since the last edition. There is a new chapter on problem-based learning as well
as an appendix on how to keep a teaching portfolio as a support for academic promotion or staff
appraisal. A Handbook for Medical Teachers is essential reading for all those involved in any area of
medical teaching and research.

importance of small group instruction: Handbook of Leadership and Administration for
Special Education Jean B. Crockett, Bonnie Billingsley, Mary Lynn Boscardin, 2012-05-31 This
book brings together for the first time research informing leadership practice in special education
from preschool through transition into post-secondary settings. It provides comprehensive coverage
of 1) disability policy 2) leadership knowledge, 3) school reform, and 4) effective educational
leadership practices. Broader in scope than previous books, it provides in-depth analysis by
prominent scholars from across the disciplines of both general and special education leadership.
Coverage includes historical roots, policy and legal perspectives, and content supporting
collaborative and instructional leadership that support the administration of special education.
Comprehensive - This is the first book to integrate the knowledge bases of special education and
educational leadership as these fields impact school improvement and the performance of students
with disabilities. Chapter Structure - Chapters provide a review of the knowledge base as well as
recommendations for special education leadership and future research. Multicultural Focus -
Addressing special education leadership within the context of a multicultural society, chapters
incorporate content related to the diversity of families, teachers, and students. Expertise - Chapter
authors have made significant contributions to the knowledge base in their specific areas of study
such as educational policy, special education law and finance, school reform,, organizational
management, and instructional leadership. This book is a reference volume for scholars, leaders, and
policy makers and a textbook for graduate courses in special education, educational administration,
and policy studies.



importance of small group instruction: Small Group Instruction Timothy E. Morse,
2020-10-28 This book presents information about the design and provision of small group instruction
to students who present persistent, ongoing learning challenges. This includes students who receive
special education services as well as at risk students who need to be provided remedial instruction.
At the outset, reasons for using a small group arrangement are offered. These include (a) limits to
public school funding that do not allow for 1:1 instructional arrangements to be used with most
students who present learning challenges, (b) the instructional efficiency that can be realized
through small group instruction, and (c) the fact that group instructional arrangements predominate
in schools’ least restrictive environments. Subsequently, numerous details that instructors must
attend to as they oversee small group instruction are discussed. These details include identifying
which students will comprise a group and the specific curricula content they will be taught,
designing an appropriate environment, and using data to drive the provision of effective and efficient
instruction. While the primary audience for this book is preservice and practicing teachers, it is
appropriate for anyone tasked to lead a small group. Further, the book’s content can be applied to
various curricula, including academic and functional (or life skills) content.

importance of small group instruction: Read to Achieve Teacher's Resource , 2015-06-08
The Read to Achieve Teacher's Resource Guide provides complete instruction for the defined
standards, but also provides scaffolded instruction for the standards leading up to 3rd grade.

importance of small group instruction: An Introduction to Medical Teaching Kathryn N.
Huggett, William B. Jeffries, 2014-06-30 Few faculty members in academic medical centers are
formally prepared for their roles as teachers. This work is an introductory text designed to provide
medical teachers with the core concepts of effective teaching practice and information about
innovations for curriculum design, delivery and assessment. It offers brief, focused chapters with
content that is assimilated easily by the reader. The topics are relevant to basic science and clinical
teachers and the work does not presume readers possess prerequisite knowledge of education
theory or instructional design. The authors emphasize the application of concepts to teaching
practice. Topics include: Facilitating Student Learning; Teaching Large Groups; Teaching in Small
Groups; Flipping the Classroom; Problem-Based Learning; Team-Based Learning; Teaching Clinical
Skills; Teaching with Simulation; Teaching with Practicals and Labs; Teaching with Technological
Tools; Teaching to Develop Scientific Engagement in Medical Students; Designing a Course;
Establishing and Teaching Elective Courses; Designing Global Health Experiences; Assessing
Student Performance; Documenting the Trajectory of Your Teaching and Teaching as Scholarship.
This is a complete revision of the first edition of this work with new chapters and up to date
information. Similar to the first edition, chapters were written by leaders in medical education and
research who draw upon extensive professional experience and the literature on best practices in
education. Although designed for teachers, the work reflects a learner-centered perspective and
emphasizes outcomes for student learning. The book is accessible and visually interesting and the
work contains information that is current, but not time-sensitive. Each chapter concludes with
references, many include recommendations for additional reading, and the work includes an
appendix with resources for medical education.

importance of small group instruction: Teaching Children to Read National Reading Panel
(U.S.), 2000

importance of small group instruction: Welcome to Writing Workshop Lynne Dorfman,
Stacey Shubitz, 2023-10-10 Stacey Shubitz and Lynne Dorfman welcome you to experience the
writing workshop for the first time or in a new light with Welcome to Writing Workshop: Engaging
Today's Students with a Model That Works. Through strategic routines, tips, resources, and short
focused video clips, teachers can create the sights and sounds of a thriving writing workshop where:
* Both students and teachers are working authors * Students spend most of their time writing—not
just learning about ite Student choice is encouraged to help create engaged writers, not compliant
ones ¢ Students are part of the formative assessment process * Students will look forward to writing
time—not dread it. From explanations of writing process and writing traits to small-group strategy



lessons and mini-lessons, this book will provide the know-how to feel confident and comfortable in
the teaching of writers.

importance of small group instruction: Small Groups John M. Levine, Richard L. Moreland,
2008-02-19 Research on small groups is highly diverse because investigators who study such groups
vary in their disciplinary identifications, theoretical interests, and methodological preferences. The
goal of this volume is to capture that diversity, and thereby convey the breadth and excitement of
small group research by acquainting students with work on five fundamental aspects of groups. The
volume also includes an introductory chapter by the editors which provides an overview of the
history of and current state-of-the-art in the field. Together with introductions to each section,
discussion questions and suggestions for further reading, make the volume ideal reading for senior
undergraduate and graduate students interested in group dynamics.

importance of small group instruction: Medical Education: Theory and Practice E-Book
Tim Dornan, Karen V. Mann, Albert J J A Scherpbier, John A. Spencer, 2011-12-02 Medical
Education: Theory and Practice is a new text linking the theory and the practice for graduate
students and educators who want to go beyond the basics. The scholarship of medical education is,
above all, a ‘practice’, but one that has a strong theoretical foundation. Neither theory nor practice
stand still, and both are grounded in research. The novelty of this book lies in its interweaving of
practice, theory, innovation and research. The book starts with a theorised, contemporary overview
of the field. Next, it explores the theoretical foundations of medical education in depth. The
remainder of the book reviews a whole a range of educational contexts, processes and outcomes.
This work has been edited by a distinguished, international team of medical educationalists and
written by equally accomplished authors from across the globe representing a spectrum of
disciplines. This will be an invaluable text for all Masters Students in health professions education as
well as PhD students and education researchers wanting a background to the discipline. Educators
and medical students will also find it a very useful resource. Written by key figures in medical
educational research combined with a strong editorial influence from the international editorial
team. The text has a strong evidence-based approach that is fully cognisant of research methodology
issues, The book provides a scholarly explanation on the topic, rather than aiming to say the last
word. Written throughout in a clear and comprehensible style. The content is extensively referenced
with additional suggestions for further reading.

importance of small group instruction: Strengths-Based Teaching and Learning in
Mathematics Beth McCord Kobett, Karen S. Karp, 2020-02-27 This book is a game changer!
Strengths-Based Teaching and Learning in Mathematics: 5 Teaching Turnarounds for Grades K- 6
goes beyond simply providing information by sharing a pathway for changing practice. . . Focusing
on our students’ strengths should be routine and can be lost in the day-to-day teaching demands. A
teacher using these approaches can change the trajectory of students’ lives forever. All teachers
need this resource! Connie S. Schrock Emporia State University National Council of Supervisors of
Mathematics President, 2017-2019 NEW COVID RESOURCES ADDED: A Parent’s Toolkit to
Strengths-Based Learning in Math is now available on the book’s companion website to support
families engaged in math learning at home. This toolkit provides a variety of home-based activities
and games for families to engage in together. Your game plan for unlocking mathematics by focusing
on students’ strengths. We often evaluate student thinking and their work from a deficit point of
view, particularly in mathematics, where many teachers have been taught that their role is to
diagnose and eradicate students’ misconceptions. But what if instead of focusing on what students
don’t know or haven’t mastered, we identify their mathematical strengths and build next
instructional steps on students’ points of power? Beth McCord Kobett and Karen S. Karp answer this
question and others by highlighting five key teaching turnarounds for improving students’
mathematics learning: identify teaching strengths, discover and leverage students’ strengths, design
instruction from a strengths-based perspective, help students identify their points of power, and
promote strengths in the school community and at home. Each chapter provides opportunities to
stop and consider current practice, reflect, and transfer practice while also sharing - Downloadable



resources, activities, and tools - Examples of student work within Grades K-6 - Real teachers’ notes
and reflections for discussion It’s time to turn around our approach to mathematics instruction, end
deficit thinking, and nurture each student’s mathematical strengths by emphasizing what makes
them each unique and powerful.
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