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Death Without Weeping Nancy Scheper Hughes: Exploring Maternal Grief and Survival in Brazil

death without weeping nancy scheper hughes is a profound anthropological work that delves into the heart-
wrenching realities of maternal grief, infant mortality, and survival strategies in the impoverished communities
of Northeast Brazil. Nancy Scheper-Hughes, a renowned medical anthropologist, offers an intimate, unvarnished
look at how mothers cope with the frequent loss of their children in a context marked by extreme poverty,
violence, and social neglect. This article explores the core themes, insights, and lasting impact of "Death
Without Weeping," providing a comprehensive understanding of Scheper-Hughes’s groundbreaking research and its
relevance today.

The Context of "Death Without Weeping"

Nancy Scheper-Hughes conducted her ethnographic research primarily in the shantytown of Alto do Cruzeiro in
Brazil during the 1980s. This region was characterized by staggering rates of infant and child mortality, with
many children dying before their first birthday. The title, "Death Without Weeping," refers to the seeming
emotional detachment or stoicism of mothers in response to these frequent deaths—a survival mechanism
shaped by harsh social and economic realities.

Why Infant Mortality Was So High

The high infant mortality rates in Brazil’s Northeast were fueled by multiple factors:

- Chronic poverty and malnutrition
- Limited access to healthcare and sanitation
- Prevalent infectious diseases
- Social inequality and marginalization

These conditions created an environment where child death was tragically common, and mothers had to find
ways to emotionally survive this relentless loss.

Nancy Scheper-Hughes’s Anthropological Approach

Rather than viewing grief through a Western lens that assumes universal expressions of mourning, Scheper-
Hughes immersed herself in the community to understand the cultural logic behind the mothers’ behavior. Her
participant observation and interviews revealed that the apparent lack of weeping was not indifference but a
complex form of emotional regulation.

Motherhood and Emotional Survival

In "Death Without Weeping," the mothers’ seeming detachment is a method of self-preservation. Given the high
likelihood of losing a child, investing emotionally in every infant could lead to unbearable pain. Thus, mothers
learned to “weed out” which children they could afford to love more intensely, often based on signs of health
and vitality. This selective attachment was a heartbreaking but practical strategy in a context where death
was a constant threat.



Critique of Western Assumptions About Grief

Scheper-Hughes challenges the idea that grief must always be openly expressed or that a mother’s love is
unconditional and equally distributed among all her children. Instead, she shows how cultural and social
circumstances shape the ways emotions are experienced and demonstrated. This perspective has been influential in
medical anthropology, pushing scholars to reconsider how grief, suffering, and resilience are culturally
constructed.

Key Themes in "Death Without Weeping"

Several powerful themes emerge from Scheper-Hughes’s work, shedding light on the broader human experience of
suffering and survival.

Poverty and Structural Violence

At the core of the book is the concept of structural violence—the systemic ways in which social structures
harm or disadvantage individuals. The poverty in Alto do Cruzeiro was not just a backdrop but an active
force that shaped the lives, health, and deaths of children and their mothers. Scheper-Hughes argues that this
form of violence is often invisible but deadly.

The Politics of Care and Neglect

The book raises difficult questions about the role of society and government in protecting vulnerable
populations. The neglect of basic needs like healthcare and sanitation contributed directly to the high
mortality rates. Mothers were left to navigate this dangerous terrain largely on their own, highlighting
failures in social justice and public health.

Resilience in the Face of Tragedy

Despite the grim circumstances, "Death Without Weeping" also celebrates the resilience and strength of the
mothers. Their ability to continue caring for their children, to find moments of joy, and to build community
support systems is a testament to human endurance.

Impact and Legacy of "Death Without Weeping"

Since its publication, "Death Without Weeping" has become a seminal text in anthropology, global health, and
social justice fields. It has influenced how researchers and policymakers think about maternal health, grief, and
poverty.

Influence on Medical Anthropology

Scheper-Hughes’s work helped to expand the scope of medical anthropology by integrating emotional and social
dimensions of health. It encouraged a more holistic understanding of how economic and cultural factors impact
maternal and child health outcomes.



Policy Implications

By highlighting the structural causes of infant mortality, the book calls for comprehensive interventions that
address poverty and inequality rather than just medical symptoms. It underscores the importance of accessible
healthcare, nutrition programs, and social support to reduce child deaths.

Continued Relevance

Though the study was conducted decades ago, many of the issues raised remain pressing today in various
global contexts. The lessons from "Death Without Weeping" resonate in ongoing discussions about maternal
mental health, child survival strategies, and the effects of systemic violence on marginalized communities.

Further Reflections on Maternal Grief and Survival

Reading "Death Without Weeping" invites us to rethink our assumptions about grief and motherhood. It
challenges us to empathize with mothers whose love is expressed through survival strategies rather than open
mourning. It also urges us to consider how societal neglect can shape deeply personal experiences.

For those interested in anthropology, social medicine, or global health, Nancy Scheper-Hughes’s work offers
invaluable insights and a powerful example of engaged scholarship. It reminds us that behind statistics are real
human lives, each shaped by culture, hardship, and hope.

Exploring death without weeping through Scheper-Hughes’s lens is not only an academic exercise but also a
call to recognize and address the conditions that force such resilience. It pushes us to advocate for a world
where no mother has to harden her heart simply to survive.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Death Without Weeping' by Nancy Scheper-
Hughes?

The main theme of 'Death Without Weeping' is the high infant mortality rate in Brazil's shantytown and the
complex ways mothers cope with the constant threat of child death.

Who is Nancy Scheper-Hughes?

Nancy Scheper-Hughes is an anthropologist known for her ethnographic work on violence, poverty, and health,
particularly in Brazil.

What methodology does Nancy Scheper-Hughes use in 'Death Without
Weeping'?

She uses ethnographic fieldwork, including participant observation and interviews, to explore the lives of
mothers in a Brazilian shantytown.

Why is the book titled 'Death Without Weeping'?

The title reflects the emotional coping mechanism of the mothers, who often suppress their grief over infant
deaths due to the frequency and inevitability of loss.



What does 'Death Without Weeping' reveal about maternal love in extreme
poverty?

It reveals that maternal love is complex and sometimes paradoxical, where emotional detachment can be a
survival strategy in the face of repeated child loss.

How does 'Death Without Weeping' address the impact of social inequality?

The book illustrates how poverty, social inequality, and lack of healthcare contribute to high infant
mortality and shape the experiences of mothers.

What are some critiques or controversies surrounding 'Death Without
Weeping'?

Some critics argue that the book portrays the mothers as too emotionally detached or that it may reinforce
stereotypes about poor communities.

How has 'Death Without Weeping' contributed to anthropology?

It has provided deep insights into the intersection of poverty, health, and motherhood, influencing studies on
structural violence and the anthropology of suffering.

In which country is 'Death Without Weeping' set?

The book is set in Brazil, specifically in the shantytowns of the Northeast region.

What solutions or interventions does Nancy Scheper-Hughes suggest in
'Death Without Weeping'?

While primarily ethnographic, the book highlights the need for structural changes such as improved healthcare,
social support, and poverty alleviation to reduce infant mortality.

Additional Resources
Death Without Weeping Nancy Scheper Hughes: An Analytical Review of Maternal Grief and Social Inequality

death without weeping nancy scheper hughes represents a seminal work in medical anthropology that explores
the painful realities of infant mortality and maternal grief in impoverished Brazilian communities. Published in
1992, the book offers an ethnographic examination of the shantytown of Bom Jesus in Northeast Brazil,
focusing on how mothers cope with the frequent and devastating loss of their children. Nancy Scheper-Hughes,
an esteemed anthropologist, uses this work to challenge conventional Western perspectives on grief,
motherhood, and the socio-economic determinants of health.

This article delves into the core themes and contributions of Death Without Weeping, analyzing its impact on
anthropology, public health, and social justice discourse. By integrating key concepts such as structural
violence, maternal subjectivity, and cultural interpretations of death, this review highlights why Scheper-
Hughes’ work remains relevant for understanding the intersection of poverty, health, and emotion.

Context and Background of Death Without Weeping

Nancy Scheper-Hughes conducted fieldwork in the 1980s in Bom Jesus, a favela characterized by extreme



poverty and high rates of infant mortality. The title itself—Death Without Weeping—reflects the stark
reality that mothers in this community often suppress or modulate their grief as a survival mechanism. Unlike
the typical Western expectation of overt mourning, these women develop a complex emotional detachment to
protect themselves from continuous loss.

The book’s ethnographic approach reveals how maternal grief is shaped not only by individual emotions but
also by broader social, economic, and political structures. Infant mortality in Bom Jesus is not merely a
medical problem but a symptom of systemic inequality, neglect, and chronic deprivation.

Maternal Grief in the Context of Structural Violence

A central concept introduced by Scheper-Hughes is structural violence—the ways in which social structures
harm or disadvantage individuals. In Bom Jesus, the mothers’ experiences are shaped by lack of access to
healthcare, malnutrition, inadequate sanitation, and persistent poverty. These factors contribute to high
infant mortality rates, which in turn influence how mothers relate emotionally to their children.

Scheper-Hughes argues that mothers adopt a pragmatic form of emotional resilience, often described as “death
without weeping.” This coping mechanism allows them to continue having children despite the constant threat
of loss. The suppression of grief is not an absence of love but a social adaptation to harsh realities.

Challenging Western Notions of Motherhood and Grief

One of the book’s significant contributions lies in its challenge to Western cultural assumptions about
motherhood and mourning. In many Western societies, maternal grief is expected to be intense, individualistic, and
openly expressed. Death Without Weeping exposes the cultural specificity of these expectations by
illustrating how grief is mediated by context.

Scheper-Hughes’ ethnography reveals a maternal logic that prioritizes survival and future reproduction over
individual attachment. This challenges universalist assumptions and invites readers to reconsider the cultural
relativity of emotional expressions in marginalized communities.

Methodological and Ethical Considerations

Nancy Scheper-Hughes employed participant observation, interviews, and in-depth case studies to gather data
over extended periods. Her immersive approach enabled a nuanced understanding of the everyday lives of mothers
and children in Bom Jesus, capturing voices often marginalized in academic and policy discussions.

However, the book raises important ethical questions about representation and the anthropologist’s role.
Scheper-Hughes faced criticism for exposing the intimate suffering of vulnerable populations and for her candid
portrayal of maternal attitudes that might be misunderstood or stigmatized. Nonetheless, she maintained that
truthful representation was essential to advocate for social change.

Implications for Public Health and Policy

Death Without Weeping offers valuable insights for public health practitioners and policymakers. By
highlighting the social determinants of infant mortality, the work underscores that medical interventions alone
are insufficient to address the crisis. Comprehensive strategies must include poverty alleviation, education,
sanitation, and empowerment of women.

The book also stresses the importance of culturally sensitive approaches to healthcare. Understanding local
beliefs and emotional practices around death can improve communication between healthcare workers and



communities, fostering trust and effectiveness.

Comparative Perspectives and Influence

Since its publication, Death Without Weeping has influenced a broad range of disciplines, including
anthropology, sociology, psychology, and global health. Its interdisciplinary appeal stems from its ability to
connect micro-level emotional experiences with macro-level social forces.

Comparatively, other ethnographies dealing with infant mortality—such as those by Margaret Lock or Veena
Das—also explore the cultural dimensions of death but often in different socio-economic contexts. Scheper-
Hughes’ work stands out for its explicit focus on poverty and structural inequalities as determinants of both
health outcomes and emotional responses.

Strengths and Limitations

Among the book’s strengths are its rich ethnographic detail and its innovative conceptual framework linking
structural violence with maternal grief. It provides a compelling narrative that humanizes statistical data on
infant mortality and challenges readers to confront uncomfortable realities.

On the other hand, some critiques point to potential overgeneralization from a specific locale to broader
contexts. Additionally, the portrayal of maternal detachment has been debated, with some scholars
cautioning against interpretations that might be perceived as insensitive or reductionist.

Legacy and Continued Relevance

Decades after its release, Death Without Weeping Nancy Scheper Hughes remains a touchstone for
understanding how marginalized communities navigate grief amid adversity. The book’s themes resonate today
amid global discussions about health disparities, maternal and child health, and the psychosocial impacts of
poverty.

In contemporary anthropology and global health, Scheper-Hughes’ work encourages ongoing reflection on
ethical research practices, the importance of structural analysis, and the need to listen to the lived
experiences of the most vulnerable.

Through its profound exploration of death, motherhood, and social injustice, Death Without Weeping
continues to challenge and inspire scholars, practitioners, and advocates committed to addressing the root
causes of health inequities worldwide.

Death Without Weeping Nancy Scheper Hughes

  death without weeping nancy scheper hughes: Death Without Weeping Nancy
Scheper-Hughes, 1992 When lives are dominated by hunger, what becomes of love? When people
are assaulted by daily acts of violence and untimely death, what happens to trust? Set in the
celebrated parched lands of Northeast Brazil, Death Without Weeping is a luminously written,
womanly hearted account of the everyday experience of scarcity, sickness, and death that centers on
the lives of the women and children of a hillside favela. These are the people who inhabit the
underside of the once-optimistic Brazilian Economic Miracle and who are being left behind in the
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shaky transition to democracy. Bringing her readers to the impoverished slopes above the modern
plantation town of Bom Jesus da Mata, where she has worked on and off for twenty-five years,
Scheper-Hughes follows three generations of shanty-town women as they struggle to survive
through hard work, cunning, and triage. It is a story of class relations told at the most basic level of
bodies, emotions, desires, and needs. Most disturbing - and controversial - is her finding that mother
love, as conventionally understood, is something of a bourgeois myth, a luxury for those who can
reasonably expect, as these women cannot, that their infants will live. Death Without Weeping is a
work of breadth and passion, a nontraditional ethnography charged with political commitment and
moral vigor. It spirals outward, taking the reader from the wretched huts of the shantytown into the
cane fields and the sugar refinery, the mayor's office and the legal chambers, the clinics and the
hospitals, the police headquarters and the public morgue, and finally, the municipal grave-yard of
Bom Jesus. Ethnography and literary sensibility merge to capture the mundane surrealism of life in
Bom Jesus da Mata. With resonances of such anthropological classics as the writings of Oscar Lewis,
Death Without Weeping is a tour de force that will be discussed and debated for many years to
come.--BOOK JACKET.
  death without weeping nancy scheper hughes: Women and the Economic Miracle Mary
C. Brinton, 1992 When lives are dominated by hunger, what becomes of love? When people are
assaulted by daily acts of violence and untimely death, what happens to trust? Set in the celebrated
parched lands of Northeast Brazil, Death Without Weeping is a luminously written, womanly hearted
account of the everyday experience of scarcity, sickness, and death that centers on the lives of the
women and children of a hillside favela. These are the people who inhabit the underside of the
once-optimistic Brazilian Economic Miracle and who are being left behind in the shaky transition to
democracy. Bringing her readers to the impoverished slopes above the modern plantation town of
Bom Jesus da Mata, where she has worked on and off for twenty-five years, Scheper-Hughes follows
three generations of shanty-town women as they struggle to survive through hard work, cunning,
and triage. It is a story of class relations told at the most basic level of bodies, emotions, desires, and
needs. Most disturbing - and controversial - is her finding that mother love, as conventionally
understood, is something of a bourgeois myth, a luxury for those who can reasonably expect, as
these women cannot, that their infants will live. Death Without Weeping is a work of breadth and
passion, a nontraditional ethnography charged with political commitment and moral vigor. It spirals
outward, taking the reader from the wretched huts of the shantytown into the cane fields and the
sugar refinery, the mayor's office and the legal chambers, the clinics and the hospitals, the police
headquarters and the public morgue, and finally, the municipal grave-yard of Bom Jesus.
Ethnography and literary sensibility merge to capture the mundane surrealism of life in Bom Jesus
da Mata. With resonances of such anthropological classics as the writings of Oscar Lewis, Death
Without Weeping is a tour de force that will be discussed and debated for many years to come.
  death without weeping nancy scheper hughes: The SAGE Handbook of Qualitative Research
Norman K. Denzin (ed), Yvonna S. Lincoln, 2005 A thoroughly revised & updated edition, this
volume includes new chapters on auto-ethnography, critical race theory, queer theory, &
testimonies.
  death without weeping nancy scheper hughes: Of the Presence of the Body André Lepecki,
2004-03-24 Writing at the dynamic intersection of dance and performance studies.
  death without weeping nancy scheper hughes: The Evolution of Childhood Melvin
Konner, 2010-05-31 A comprehensive Darwinian interpretation of human development which
examines both the cross-cultural and universal characteristics of our growth from infancy to
adolescence.
  death without weeping nancy scheper hughes: Befreiung Am Ende? Am Ende
Befreiung! Europäische Gesellschaft für die Theologische Forschung von Frauen. Internationale
Konferenz, Charlotte Methuen, Angela Berlis, 2002 This volume collects the key-note addresses on
feminist theology and feminist theory given at the international conference of the ESWTR held in
Salzburg in August 2001, together with other papers given at that conference and relating to this



theme. It explores the interactions between liberation theology and feminist theory in European and
other contexts, considering particularly aspects crossing boundaries: gender, national, disciplinary.
The papers are complemented by a comprehensive bibliography of relevant literature and by an
extensive review section.
  death without weeping nancy scheper hughes: Postkoloniale Theologien Andreas Nehring,
Simon Wiesgickl, 2013-03-14 Die postkoloniale Theologie ist in den letzten Jahren zu einem der
wichtigsten und innovativsten Felder innerhalb der interkulturellen Theologie avanciert.
TheologInnen aus Asien, Afrika und Lateinamerika haben begonnen, die Konstruktionen
postkolonialer Identitäten theologisch zu reflektieren. Dabei nehmen sie Bezug auf
kulturwissenschaftliche Diskurse, die in den letzten Jahren an Bedeutung gewonnen haben. Bislang
sind allerdings postkoloniale theologische Entwürfe im deutschsprachigen Raum weitgehend
unbekannt geblieben. Dieser Band führt zunächst in die Entwicklungsgeschichte und gegenwärtige
zentrale Positionen der postkolonialen Theologie ein. Daran anschließend werden die wichtigsten
Aufsätze aus den letzten Jahren erstmals in deutscher Übersetzung publiziert, um Studierenden und
allen Interessierten den Zugang zu dieser theologischen Richtung zu erleichtern.
  death without weeping nancy scheper hughes: Death, Mourning, and Burial Antonius C. G.
M. Robben, 2017-04-26 The definitive reference on the anthropology of death and dying, expanded
with new contributions covering everything from animal mourning to mortuary cannibalism Few
subjects stir the imagination more than the study of how people across cultures deal with death and
dying. This expanded second edition of the internationally bestselling Death, Mourning, and Burial
offers cross-cultural readings that span the period from dying to afterlife, considering approaches to
this transition as a social process and exploring the great variations of cultural responses to death.
Exploring new content including organ transplantation, institutionalized care for the dying,
HIV-AIDs, animal mourning, and biotechnology, this text retains classic readings from the first
edition, and is enhanced by sixteen new articles and two new sections which provide increased
breadth and depth for readers. Death, Mourning, and Burial, Second Edition is divided into eight
parts reflecting the social trajectory of death: conceptualizations of death; death, dying, and care;
grief and mourning; mortuary rituals; and remembrance and regeneration. Sections are introduced
through foundational texts which provide the ideal introduction to this diverse field. It is essential
reading for anyone concerned with issues of death and dying, as well as violence, terrorism, war,
state terror, organ theft, and mortuary rituals. A thoroughly revised edition of this classic anthology
featuring twenty-three new articles, two new sections, and three reformulated sections Updated to
include current topics, including organ transplantation, institutionalized care for the dying,
HIV-AIDs, animal mourning, and biotechnology Must reading for anyone concerned with issues of
death and dying, as well as violence, terrorism, war, state terror, organ theft, and mortuary rituals
Serves as a text for anthropology classes and provides a genuinely cross-cultural perspective to all
those studying death and dying
  death without weeping nancy scheper hughes: Children's Rights and Moral Parenting Mark
C. Vopat, 2015-02-10 Children’s Rights and Moral Parenting offers systematic treatment of a variety
of issues involving the intersection of the rights of children and the moral responsibility of parents.
Mark C. Vopat offers a theory of the relationship between children, parents, and the state that can
be applied to the real life decisions that parents are often in the position to make on behalf of their
children. In many instances, our current view of parental rights has granted parents far more
discretion than is morally warranted. Vopat arrives at this conclusion by carefully considering the
unique status children have; socially, legally, and morally in most western societies. Children's
Rights and Moral Parenting is essentially contractualist in the Rawlsian tradition. While it may
appear counterintuitive to speak of children in terms of the social contract tradition, there is much
this approach can do to provide some conceptual clarity to the nature of the relationship between
children, parents and the state. The overarching theme of the book is the moral independence of
children from extreme forms of parental and, at times, social control. The objective of the book is to
provide an argument for extending the range of things owed to children, as well as making the case



for fully including children in the moral community.
  death without weeping nancy scheper hughes: Transkulturelle und transkategoriale
Kompetenz Dagmar Domenig, 2021-10-11 Das Lehrbuch entwickelt die transkulturelle zur
transkategorialen Kompetenz weiter. Es bietet ein grundlegendes und praxisorientiertes Handbuch
zum Umgang mit Vielfalt, Verschiedenheit und Diversity für Gesundheitsberufe. Der erste Teil
beschäftigt sich mit sozialen Dynamiken pluralistischer Gesellschaften, wie mit dem ökonomischen
Flexibilismus, dem demografischen Wandel und Trends bezüglich Mobilität, Migration und
Bürgerrechten. Der zweite Teil diskutiert «flüchtige Kategorien» am Beispiel sich auflösender
Begriffe wie «fremde Kulturen», «zweite Generation», «Religion» und «Behinderung». Im dritten
Teil wird der Fokus auf «Ausgrenzung» durch Stigma, Menschenfeindlichkeit und
Nichtanerkennung, aber auch auf Grund- und Menschenrechte gerichtet. Was transkategoriale
Kompetenz in unterschiedlichen Lebensaltern, Lebenswelten und Praxisfeldern bedeutet, wird im
vierten Teil des Lehrbuchs exemplarisch in Beiträgen über Mädchenbeschneidung,
Traumatisierungen, Migrationskinder und Altern beschrieben. Der fünfte Teil widmet sich der
Gesundheitsversorgung mit einem besonderen Fokus auf Frauen und Männer mit
Migrationserfahrung, auf Menschen mit kognitiver Beeinträchtigung und psychischen Störungen
und einer Migrationserfahrung sowie der Beschreibung eines Pflege- und Versorgungsprozesses für
diese komplexen Kontexte. Im sechsten Teil werden diverse kommunikative Aspekte im Umgang mit
Vielfalt und Verschiedenheit erläutert. Zahlreiche praxisorientierte Fallbeispiele und selbstreflexive
Übungen ebnen den Weg für einen kreativen Umgang mit Diversity im Gesundheitswesen.
  death without weeping nancy scheper hughes: Childhoods at the Intersection of the
Local and the Global R. Ame, 2012-10-23 Childhoods at the Intersection of the Local and the
Global examines the imposition of the modern Western notion of childhood, which is now deemed as
universal, on other cultures and explores how local communities react to these impositions in
various ways such as manipulation, outright rejection and acceptance. The book discusses
childhoods in different regions of the world and boasts a range of contributors from several
academic disciplines such as Sociology, Social Work, Education, Anthropology, Criminology and
Human Rights, who are experts on the regions they discuss. The book argues against the notion of a
universal childhood and illustrates that different societies around the world have different notions of
childhood. This book is recommended reading for students, scholars and practitioners working with
children in the Global South as well as internationally.
  death without weeping nancy scheper hughes: Blessed Events Pamela E. Klassen,
2021-06-08 Blessed Events explores how women who give birth at home use religion to make sense
of their births and in turn draw on their birthing experiences to bring meaning to their lives and
families. Pamela Klassen introduces a surprisingly diverse group of women, in their own words,
while also setting their birth stories within wider social, political, and economic contexts. In doing
so, she emerges with a study that disrupts conventional views of both childbirth and religion by
blurring assumed divisions between conservative and feminist women and by taking childbirth
seriously as a religious act. Most American women who have a choice give birth in a hospital and
request pain medication. Yet enough women choose and advocate unmedicated home birth--and do
so for carefully articulated reasons, social resistance among them--to constitute a movement.
Klassen investigates why women whose religious affiliations range from Old Order Amish to Reform
Judaism to goddess-centered spirituality defy majority opinion, the medical establishment, and
sometimes the law to have their babies at home. In considering their interpretations--including their
critiques of the dominant medical model of childbirth and their views on labor pain--she examines
the kinds of agency afforded to or denied women as they derive religious meanings from childbirth.
Throughout, she identifies tensions and affinities between feminist and traditionalist appraisals of
the symbolic meaning of birth and the power of women. What does home birth--a woman-centered
movement working to return birth to women's control--mean in practice for women's gender and
religious identities? Is this supreme valuing of procreation and motherhood constraining, or does it
open up new realms of cultural and social power for women? By asking these questions while



remaining cognizant of religion's significance, Blessed Events challenges both feminist and
traditionalist accounts of childbearing while broadening our understanding of how religion is ''lived''
in contemporary America.
  death without weeping nancy scheper hughes: A Companion to Medical Anthropology
Merrill Singer, Pamela I. Erickson, 2015-04-20 A Companion to Medical Anthropology examines the
current issues, controversies, and state of the field in medical anthropology today. Provides an
expert view of the major topics and themes to concern the discipline since its founding in the 1960s
Written by leading international scholars in medical anthropology Covers environmental health,
global health, biotechnology, syndemics, nutrition, substance abuse, infectious disease, and sexuality
and reproductive health, and other topics
  death without weeping nancy scheper hughes: A Way of Life That Does Not Exist Colin
Samson, 2003-05-17 A detailed look at Innu relations with the Canadian state, developers, explorers,
missionaries, educators, health-care professionals, and the justice system.
  death without weeping nancy scheper hughes: Engaging Evil William C. Olsen, Thomas J.
Csordas, 2019-05-03 Anthropologists have expressed wariness about the concept of evil even in
discussions of morality and ethics, in part because the concept carries its own cultural baggage and
theological implications in Euro-American societies. Addressing the problem of evil as a distinctly
human phenomenon and a category of ethnographic analysis, this volume shows the usefulness of
engaging evil as a descriptor of empirical reality where concepts such as violence, criminality, and
hatred fall short of capturing the darkest side of human existence.
  death without weeping nancy scheper hughes: The Routledge History of Childhood in
the Western World Paula S. Fass, 2013 The Routledge History of Childhood in the Western World
provides an important overview of the main themes surrounding the history of childhood in the West
from antiquity to the present day. By broadly incorporating the research in the field of Childhood
Studies, the book explores the major advances that have taken place in the past few decades in this
crucial field. The volume is composed of three parts. The first part explores childhood from the
Ancient World through to the Middle Ages and Early Modern Europe. The second part examines the
fundamental aspects of childhood and the life of children in the West since 1600. The essays address
issues such as family, work, law, sexuality, and consumption. The chapters think beyond national
and continental boundaries so that readers are informed about general trends in the West, while still
alert to differences in gender, class, race, and time. The final part focuses on aspects of children’s
experiences in the modern world. This section explains how childhoods have developed in distinct
contexts and among specific children by using the growing literature on modern childhoods in
various locales and at particular historical moments. Including essays on all the key topics and
issues, The Routledge History of Childhood in the Western World will define how the history of
children and childhood can best be understood, in the longue durée and comparatively, while still
acknowledging the importance of and encouraging scholarship on specific groups, periods, places,
and life course divisions. This important collection from a leading international group of scholars
presents a comprehensive survey of the current state of the field. It will be essential reading for all
those interested in the history of childhood.
  death without weeping nancy scheper hughes: Local childhoods, global issues Heather
Montgomery, 2013 This interdisciplinary textbook examines children's lives across the world,
acknowledging the great differences as well as points of comparison, between childhoods in
different contexts.
  death without weeping nancy scheper hughes: Staging Citizenship Ioana Szeman,
2017-12-29 Based on over a decade of fieldwork conducted with urban Roma, Staging Citizenship
offers a powerful new perspective on one of the European Union’s most marginal and
disenfranchised communities. Focusing on “performance” broadly conceived, it follows members of
a squatter’s settlement in Transylvania as they navigate precarious circumstances in a postsocialist
state. Through accounts of music and dance performances, media representations, activism, and
interactions with both non-governmental organizations and state agencies, author Ioana Szeman



grounds broad themes of political economy, citizenship, resistance, and neoliberalism in her
subjects’ remarkably varied lives and experiences.
  death without weeping nancy scheper hughes: Matters of Life and Longing Anne Line
Dalsgaard, 2004 This book presents and describes Northeast Brazilian women's motives for
accepting and often actively seeking sterilization. It centers on individual subjects and their
life-worlds but shows, too, that immersion in lived phenomenological worlds does not preclude the
study of political economy. The book is written in a lucid and accessible language and will be of
interest to a wide and varied audience, including both graduate and undergraduate students. This
book merited an Honorable Mention in the competition for the Eileen Basker Memorial Prize in
Gender and Health 2004
  death without weeping nancy scheper hughes: Love's Labor Eva Feder Kittay, 2013-09-13
First Published in 1999. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
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