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Jacob Riis: Definition and Role in US History

jacob riis definition us history captures the essence of a pioneering figure whose work
dramatically shaped the understanding of urban poverty in America during the late 19th
and early 20th centuries. Jacob Riis was not just a journalist or a photographer; he was a
social reformer who used his skills to expose the harsh realities faced by the urban poor,
particularly immigrants living in New York City’s tenements. Understanding Jacob Riis’s
definition in the context of US history means appreciating how his groundbreaking work
influenced social reform and the Progressive Era’s drive for change.

Who Was Jacob Riis?

Jacob Riis was a Danish-American social reformer, journalist, and photographer born in
1849. Immigrating to the United States in 1870, Riis experienced firsthand the struggles of
poverty and hardship common to many newcomers in New York City. His personal
background gave him a unique perspective and motivation to document and expose the
grim conditions of the urban poor.

Riis is best known for his pioneering photojournalism, which combined vivid storytelling
with stark photographic evidence. His work helped raise public awareness about the squalid
living conditions in tenement housing, which were overcrowded, unsanitary, and often
dangerous.

Jacob Riis Definition in US History: A Social
Reformer and Muckraker

In US history, the term "Jacob Riis" is often synonymous with early investigative journalism
and social reform. He was one of the original muckrakers — journalists who sought to
reveal corruption and social injustices. Riis’s approach was innovative: he used
photography as a tool to shed light on poverty in a way words alone could not achieve.

The Impact of His Work on Tenement Reform

One of Riis’s most famous contributions was his book, *How the Other Half Lives*,
published in 1890. This work combined written accounts with dramatic photographs
depicting the deplorable conditions in New York’s tenements. The book shocked the middle
and upper classes, spurring public demand for housing reform.

Riis’s documentation led to tangible policy changes, including improved building codes and
sanitation standards. City officials could no longer ignore the evidence of overcrowding,
poor ventilation, and lack of basic hygiene facilities. His work helped catalyze the



Progressive Era’s reforms aimed at improving urban living standards.

The Role of Photography in Jacob Riis’s Legacy

Photography was revolutionary in Riis’s mission. At a time when cameras were bulky and
flash photography was in its infancy, Riis braved dangerous neighborhoods at night to
capture images of tenement interiors. These photographs were often shown at public
lectures, making an emotional and visual impact that written descriptions alone could not
match.

Visual Storytelling as a Tool for Social Change

Riis understood the power of images to move people emotionally and spur action. His
photos exposed the stark contrast between the wealthy neighborhoods of New York and the
desperate conditions in immigrant districts. This visual storytelling became a hallmark of
investigative journalism and inspired future generations of photojournalists.

Jacob Riis and the Progressive Era

Jacob Riis’s work fits squarely within the broader context of the Progressive Era in US
history, a period marked by widespread social activism and political reform from the 1890s
to the 1920s. Progressives sought to address problems caused by industrialization,
urbanization, immigration, and political corruption.

Riis’s documentation of poverty and urban blight highlighted the need for government
intervention and social responsibility. His efforts helped build momentum for laws
regulating housing, child labor, and public health.

Riis’s Influence on Public Policy

Because of Riis’s exposure of urban poverty, local governments began to enforce stricter
housing regulations, leading to the Tenement House Act of 1901 in New York. This
legislation improved light, air, and sanitation standards in tenements, directly improving
the lives of thousands of residents.

Riis also collaborated with reform-minded politicians like Theodore Roosevelt, who was then
New York City’s police commissioner. Roosevelt was inspired by Riis’s work and became a
champion for social reform, illustrating how Riis’s influence extended beyond journalism
into the political arena.



Understanding Jacob Riis in Modern US History
Education

Today, Jacob Riis is a key figure in courses covering US history, urban studies, and
journalism. His approach is often studied as an early example of using media for social
advocacy. Museums, documentaries, and academic texts continue to highlight his
contributions to understanding and combating urban poverty.

Why Jacob Riis Still Matters

The issues Riis tackled—poverty, immigration struggles, housing inequality—remain
relevant in many American cities today. His legacy teaches us the importance of shining a
light on social injustices and the potential for journalism and photography to inspire reform.
Riis’s life also offers lessons about empathy, courage, and the power of individual initiative
to make a difference.

Key Takeaways About Jacob Riis and His
Historical Significance

Pioneer of photojournalism: Riis used photography to document social issues,
influencing future generations of journalists and activists.

Champion of immigrant and poor communities: His work gave a voice to
marginalized populations often ignored by mainstream society.

Influential social reformer: Riis’s activism helped prompt housing reforms and
improved public health policies during the Progressive Era.

Bridge between journalism and politics: Collaborations with reform-minded
politicians demonstrated how media could shape public policy.

Jacob Riis’s story is a powerful reminder of how determined individuals can expose
uncomfortable truths and drive meaningful change. His legacy is woven into the fabric of
US history as an example of how social awareness and courageous reporting can improve
lives and influence government action. Whether studied in a history classroom or
encountered in a museum exhibit, Jacob Riis’s life work continues to inspire those
passionate about justice and reform.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Jacob Riis in US history?
Jacob Riis was a Danish-American social reformer, journalist, and photographer known for
his work documenting the living conditions of the poor in New York City during the late 19th
century.

What is Jacob Riis best known for in US history?
Jacob Riis is best known for his pioneering use of photography to expose the harsh
conditions of tenement housing in New York City, particularly through his book 'How the
Other Half Lives' published in 1890.

How did Jacob Riis impact US history?
Jacob Riis's work brought public attention to the plight of the urban poor, influencing social
reform and leading to improvements in housing laws and urban living conditions in the
United States.

What does Jacob Riis define in the context of US
history?
In US history, Jacob Riis defines a key figure in the Progressive Era who used journalism and
photography as tools for social reform, highlighting issues of poverty and inequality in
urban America.

What role did Jacob Riis play in the Progressive Era?
Jacob Riis played a crucial role in the Progressive Era by exposing societal problems
through his investigative journalism, thereby prompting government action and public
support for reform.

Why is Jacob Riis important to the study of US history?
Jacob Riis is important because his work provides insight into the social challenges of the
Gilded Age and exemplifies how media can influence public policy and social change.

What methods did Jacob Riis use to define social
problems in US history?
Jacob Riis used photojournalism and written reports to define and communicate the severity
of urban poverty and inadequate housing conditions in late 19th-century America.

How did Jacob Riis’s definition of poverty influence US



social policies?
Jacob Riis’s vivid depiction of poverty helped shape early social welfare policies by raising
awareness among policymakers and the public, leading to reforms in housing, sanitation,
and labor conditions.

Additional Resources
Jacob Riis Definition US History: Unveiling the Social Reformer’s Legacy

jacob riis definition us history encompasses the understanding of a pivotal figure in
American social reform and journalism during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Jacob
Riis is best defined as a pioneering muckraker and photojournalist whose work exposed the
grim realities of urban poverty in New York City. His contributions significantly influenced
the trajectory of social reform, urban policy, and public awareness in the United States. To
grasp his definition within US history is to appreciate the intersection of journalism, social
activism, and progressive-era reforms.

Jacob Riis’s legacy is deeply intertwined with the socio-economic challenges of the Gilded
Age and the Progressive Era, periods marked by rapid industrialization, urbanization, and
stark inequalities. His unique approach combined investigative journalism with
groundbreaking photographic techniques to document the living conditions of the urban
poor, particularly immigrant communities crammed into tenement housing. This article
offers an analytical exploration of Jacob Riis’s role in US history, defining his impact,
methodologies, and the lasting significance of his work.

Jacob Riis: Defining a Social Reformer in American
History

Jacob Riis’s name is synonymous with social reform and early photojournalism. Born in
Denmark in 1849, Riis immigrated to the United States in 1870. Witnessing firsthand the
hardships faced by immigrant populations, he dedicated his career to shedding light on the
“invisible” poor. His definition in US history is multifaceted: he was a journalist,
photographer, author, and reform advocate who used emerging media to effect social
change.

His most famous work, *How the Other Half Lives* (1890), is often cited as a seminal text in
American social history. This book combined vivid written descriptions with pioneering flash
photography to reveal the squalid conditions of New York City’s tenements. The book’s
influence extended beyond mere documentation; it spurred public outrage and catalyzed
reforms in housing laws and urban planning.

By defining Jacob Riis in US history, we acknowledge a figure who helped transition
journalism from simple reportage to a tool for social advocacy. His work exemplified
investigative journalism’s potential to influence public policy and reform movements.



Contextualizing Jacob Riis Within the Progressive Era

Understanding Jacob Riis’s definition in US history requires placing him within the broader
context of the Progressive Era, roughly spanning from the 1890s to the 1920s. This period
was characterized by efforts to address the problems caused by industrialization,
urbanization, and political corruption. Riis’s work aligned with the era’s goals of improving
living conditions and promoting social justice.

Unlike some contemporaries who focused solely on economic reforms or political
corruption, Riis centered his investigations on the daily lives of the poor. His work provided
empirical evidence of the consequences of overcrowded tenements—disease, crime, and
despair—which helped reformers advocate for housing regulations and public health
initiatives.

Riis’s collaboration with influential figures such as Theodore Roosevelt, then New York City
Police Commissioner, further cemented his role in shaping policy. Roosevelt credited Riis’s
exposés with informing his commitment to social reforms, demonstrating how Riis’s
journalistic efforts translated into governmental action.

Innovations in Photojournalism and Social
Documentation

One of the defining features of Jacob Riis’s legacy is his innovative use of photography as a
journalistic tool. At a time when flash photography was in its infancy, Riis mastered the
technique to capture images in dark and cramped tenement interiors. These photographs
were some of the first to document urban poverty visually and were instrumental in making
the invisible visible to middle- and upper-class audiences.

This visual evidence complemented his written narratives, creating a powerful persuasive
effect. Riis’s methodology set a precedent for future investigative journalists and social
documentarians, influencing figures such as Lewis Hine and later photojournalists who used
images to advocate for social change.

The impact of Riis’s photographic work is evident in how it broadened public understanding
of poverty beyond statistics and abstract descriptions. It personalized the struggles of the
urban poor and made it difficult for policymakers and the public to ignore their conditions.

Examining the Impact and Critiques of Jacob
Riis’s Work

While Jacob Riis’s contributions to US history are widely celebrated, his work also invites
critical examination. His approach, though groundbreaking, sometimes reflected the
paternalistic attitudes of his era. Riis often portrayed the poor, especially immigrants, as
victims needing guidance and moral uplift, which aligns with some Progressive Era
assumptions but also reveals limitations in his perspective.



Pros of Jacob Riis’s Contributions

Social Awareness: Riis brought widespread attention to urban poverty, influencing
public opinion and encouraging reforms.

Policy Influence: His exposés contributed to legislative changes, including improved
housing codes and sanitation laws.

Innovative Journalism: Riis pioneered the use of photography in investigative
reporting, enhancing the power of social documentation.

Humanizing the Poor: By focusing on personal stories and visual evidence, Riis
fostered empathy and a sense of urgency in addressing social issues.

Cons and Criticisms

Paternalism: Riis sometimes depicted immigrants and the poor as morally deficient
or culturally inferior, reinforcing stereotypes.

Ethical Concerns: His intrusive photography raised questions about consent and
representation of vulnerable populations.

Simplification of Complex Issues: Riis’s focus on tenement conditions, while
important, did not fully address the systemic economic and political forces behind
poverty.

These critiques do not diminish Riis’s historical significance but encourage a nuanced
understanding of his work within its social and cultural context.

Jacob Riis in Relation to Other Reformers and
Journalists

When situating Jacob Riis within the broader landscape of US history, comparisons with
contemporaries and successors reveal his unique role. Unlike muckrakers such as Upton
Sinclair, who exposed industrial abuses in works like *The Jungle*, Riis concentrated on
urban living conditions rather than labor or corporate malpractices.

Furthermore, Riis’s integration of photography set him apart from many reformers relying
solely on written reports. His influence extended to later social documentarians such as
Lewis Hine, whose photographs of child labor further shaped Progressive Era reforms.



Riis’s work also complements the efforts of settlement house reformers like Jane Addams,
who worked directly with immigrant communities. While Addams emphasized community
empowerment, Riis’s approach was more expositional, aimed at awakening public
consciousness and political will.

The Enduring Relevance of Jacob Riis Definition
US History

Decades after his passing, Jacob Riis remains a critical figure in the study of American social
history. His definition in US history is not merely as a figure of the past but as a
foundational influence on the fields of journalism, social reform, and urban studies.

Today, Riis’s work serves as an early example of how media can be harnessed to challenge
social inequities. His pioneering use of photography prefigures modern visual storytelling
techniques employed by activists and journalists worldwide. Moreover, the issues Riis
highlighted—poverty, housing inequality, immigrant experiences—continue to resonate
within contemporary urban policy debates.

Understanding Jacob Riis definition US history is thus essential for appreciating the
evolution of American social consciousness and the ongoing struggle to address urban
poverty. His legacy challenges current and future generations to use information and media
responsibly to advocate for justice and reform.
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  jacob riis definition us history: Dictionary Catalog of the History of the Americas New
York Public Library. Reference Dept, 1961
  jacob riis definition us history: Historical Dictionary of the Progressive Era Catherine
Cocks, Peter C. Holloran, Alan Lessoff, 2009-03-13 The Progressive Era, the period in the United
States between 1898 and 1917, was a time of great social, political, and industrial change. Following
the Spanish-American War of 1898, an event that signaled the emergence of the United States as a
great power, the country soon was involved in its first overseas guerrilla war, in the Philippines. Vast
changes in communications and transportation, immigration and migration patterns, social mores,
gender roles, family structure, class structure, work patterns, business methods, education,
intellectual life, religion, the professions, technology, science, medicine, and much else were
transforming the scope and feel of people's lives and relationships. In many ways what happened in
this era set the agenda for the rest of the 20th century. The Historical Dictionary of the Progressive
Era is the most comprehensive and coherent reference work on the Progressive Era. Through its
chronology, introductory essay, bibliography, appendixes, and hundreds of cross-referenced
dictionary entries on the key events, people, organizations, and ideas of the period, this resource is a
lively, complete, and accessible overview of this significant era.
  jacob riis definition us history: The Oxford Encyclopedia of American Literature Jay Parini,
2004 The Encyclopedia of American Literature gathers together 350 essays from over 190 leading
scholars on the whole of American literature, from European discovery to the present. At the core of
the Encyclopedia lie 250 essays on poets, playwrights, essayists, and novelists. Figures such as
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Whitman, Melville, Faulkner, Frost, and Morrison are discussed in detail with each examined in the
context of his or her times, an assessment of the writer's current reputation, a bibliography of major
works, and a list of major critical and biographical works about the writer. Fifty entries on major
works such as Moby Dick, Song of Myself, Walden, The Great Gatsby, The Waste Land, Their Eyes
Were Watching God, Death of a Salesman, and Beloved place the work in its historical context and
offer a range of possibilities with regard to critical approach. The Encyclopedia also contains essays
on literary movements, periods, and themes, pulling together a broad range of information and
making connections between them. Each entry has its own primary and annotated secondary
bibliography, and a system of cross-references helps readers locate information with ease. The
Encyclopedia of American Literature is an outstanding reference source for students studying
authors, or particular pieces of literature; libraries looking for one comprehensive source; and
readers interested in American literature, its authors, and its connection with various areas of study.
  jacob riis definition us history: Dictionary Catalog of the History of the Americas New
York Public Library. Reference Department, 1961
  jacob riis definition us history: An Etymological Dictionary of Modern English, Vol. 1 Ernest
Weekley, 2013-03-05 The compiler of this dictionary of word and phrase origins and history was not
only a linguist and a philologist but also a man of culture and wit. When he turned his attention,
therefore, to the creation of an etymological dictionary for both specialists and non-specialists, the
result was easily the finest such work ever prepared. Weekley's Dictionary is a work of thorough
scholarship. It contains one of the largest lists of words and phrases to be found in any singly
etymological dictionary — and considerably more material than in the standard concise edition, with
fuller quotes and historical discussions. Included are most of the more common words used in
English as well as slang, archaic words, such formulas as I. O. U., made-up words (such as Carroll's
Jabberwock), words coined from proper nouns, and so on. In each case, roots in Anglo-Saxon, Old
Norse, Greek or Latin, Old and modern French, Anglo-Indian, etc., are identified; in hundreds of
cases, especially odd or amusing listings, earliest known usage is mentioned and sense is indicated
in quotations from Dickens, Shakespeare, Chaucer, Piers Plowman, Defoe, O. Henry, Spenser,
Byron, Kipling, and so on, and from contemporary newspapers, translations of the Bible, and dozens
of foreign-language authors.
  jacob riis definition us history: Teaching U.S. History Diana Turk, Rachel Mattson, Terrie
Epstein, Robert Cohen, 2010-01-12 Teaching U.S. History is a must read for any aspiring or current
teacher who wants to think critically about how to teach U.S. history and make historical discussions
come alive in our schools' classrooms.
  jacob riis definition us history: An Etymological Dictionary of Modern English, Vol. 2 Ernest
Weekley, 2012-07-18 The compiler of this dictionary of word and phrase origins and history was not
only a linguist and a philologist but also a man of culture and wit. When he turned his attention,
therefore, to the creation of an etymological dictionary for both specialists and non-specialists, the
result was easily the finest such work ever prepared. Weekley's Dictionary is a work of thorough
scholarship. It contains one of the largest lists of words and phrases to be found in any singly
etymological dictionary — and considerably more material than in the standard concise edition, with
fuller quotes and historical discussions. Included are most of the more common words used in
English as well as slang, archaic words, such formulas as I. O. U., made-up words (such as Carroll's
Jabberwock), words coined from proper nouns, and so on. In each case, roots in Anglo-Saxon, Old
Norse, Greek or Latin, Old and modern French, Anglo-Indian, etc., are identified; in hundreds of
cases, especially odd or amusing listings, earliest known usage is mentioned and sense is indicated
in quotations from Dickens, Shakespeare, Chaucer, Piers Plowman, Defoe, O. Henry, Spenser,
Byron, Kipling, and so on, and from contemporary newspapers, translations of the Bible, and dozens
of foreign-language authors.
  jacob riis definition us history: A History of the U.S. Political System Richard A. Harris,
Daniel J. Tichenor, 2009-12-23 This reference resource combines unique historical analysis,
scholarly essays, and primary source documents to explore the evolution of ideas and institutions



that have shaped American government and Americans' political behavior. One of the most active
and revealing approaches to research into the American political system is one that focuses on
political development, an approach that combines the tools of the political scientist and the
historian. A History of the U.S. Political System: Ideas, Interests, and Institutions is the first
comprehensive resource that uses this approach to explore the evolution of the American political
system from the adoption of the Constitution to the present. A History of the U.S. Political System is
a three-volume collection of original essays and primary documents that examines the ideas,
institutions, and policies that have shaped American government and politics throughout its history.
The first volume is issues-oriented, covering governmental and nongovernmental institutions as well
as key policy areas. The second volume examines America's political development historically,
surveying its dynamic government era by era. Volume three is a collection of documentary materials
that supplement and enhance the reader's experience with the other volumes.
  jacob riis definition us history: Teaching U.S. History Thematically Rosalie Metro, 2023
Get started with an innovative approach to teaching history that develops literacy and higher-order
thinking skills, connects the past to students’ lives, and meets state and national standards (grades
7–12). Now in a second edition, this popular book provides an introductory unit to help teachers
build a trustful classroom climate; over 70 primary sources (including a dozen new ones) organized
into thematic units structured around an essential question from U.S. history; and a final unit
focusing on periodization and chronology. As students analyze carefully excerpted documents, they
build an understanding of how diverse historical figures have approached key issues. At the same
time, students learn to participate in civic debates and develop their own views on what it means to
be a 21st-century American. Each unit connects to current events with dynamic classroom activities
that make history come alive. In addition to the documents, this teaching manual provides strategies
to assess student learning; mini-lectures designed to introduce documents; activities to help
students process, display, and integrate their learning; guidance to help teachers create their own
units, and more. Book Features: Addresses the politicization of history head-on with updated
material that allows students entry points into the debates swirling around their education.Makes
document-based teaching easy with a curated collection of primary sources (speeches by presidents
and protesters, Supreme Court cases, political cartoons) excerpted into manageable chunks for
students. Challenges the “master narrative” of U.S. history with texts from Frederick Douglass,
Susan B. Anthony, Malcolm X, César Chavez, Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston, and Judy Heumann. Offers
printable copies of the documents included in the book, which can be downloaded at tcpress.com.
  jacob riis definition us history: AP® U.S. History Crash Course Book + Online Larry
Krieger, Gregory Feldmeth, 2015-01-19 REA's Crash Course for the AP® U.S. History Exam - Gets
You a Higher Advanced Placement® Score in Less Time Completely Revised for the 2015 Exam!
Crash Course is perfect for the time-crunched student, the last-minute studier, or anyone who wants
a refresher on the subject. Are you crunched for time? Have you started studying for your Advanced
Placement® U.S. History exam yet? How will you memorize everything you need to know before the
test? Do you wish there was a fast and easy way to study for the exam AND boost your score? If this
sounds like you, don't panic. REA's Crash Course for AP® U.S. History is just what you need. Our
Crash Course gives you: Targeted, Focused Review - Study Only What You Need to Know Fully
revised for the 2015 AP® U.S. History exam, this Crash Course is based on an in-depth analysis of
the revised AP® U.S. History course description outline and sample AP® test questions. It covers
only the information tested on the new exam, so you can make the most of your valuable study time.
Expert Test-taking Strategies Crash Course presents detailed, question-level strategies for
answering both the multiple-choice and essay questions. By following this advice, you can boost your
score in every section of the test. Take REA's Online Practice Exam After studying the material in
the Crash Course, go to the online REA Study Center and test what you've learned. Our practice
exam features timed testing, detailed explanations of answers, and automatic scoring analysis. The
exam is balanced to include every topic and type of question found on the actual AP® exam, so you
know you're studying the smart way. Whether you're cramming for the test at the last minute,



looking for extra review, or want to study on your own in preparation for the exams - this is the
study guide every AP® U.S. History student must have. When it's crucial crunch time and your
Advanced Placement® exam is just around the corner, you need REA's Crash Course for AP® U.S.
History!
  jacob riis definition us history: Think Tank Library Mary Boyd Ratzer, Paige Jaeger,
2015-01-22 Transform your library into a think tank by helping teachers create an active learning
environment in which students question, investigate, synthesize, conclude, and present information
based on Common Core standards. The rigors of today's mandated academic standards can
repurpose your library's role as a steward of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) at your
school. Created for teachers of grades 6 through 12, this guide will help you help present exciting,
field-tested lessons that address developmental steps and individual differences in key competencies
in the CCSS. Authors and educators Mary Ratzer and Paige Jaeger illustrate how brain-based
learning helps students become deep, critical thinkers, and provide the lesson plans to coax the best
thinking out of each child. This tool book presents strategies to help learners progress from novice
to expert thinker; challenge students with questions that lead to inquiry; incorporate rigor into
lessons; and use model lesson plans to change instruction. Beginning chapters introduce the basics
of instruction and provide ideas for expert cognitive growth of the brain. Sample lessons are aligned
with key curriculum areas, including science, social studies, music, art, and physical education.
  jacob riis definition us history: Inquiry-Based Lessons in U.S. History Jana Kirchner,
Andrew McMichael, 2021-09-03 Inquiry-Based Lessons in U.S. History: Decoding the Past provides
primary source lessons that focus on teaching U.S. history through inquiry to middle school
students. Students will be faced with a question to answer or problem to solve and will examine
primary sources for evidence to create hypothetical solutions. The chapters focus on key
chronological periods (e.g., the Age of Exploration to the Civil Rights era) and follow the scope and
sequence of major social studies textbooks, with activities linked to the U.S. History Content
Standards and the Common Core State Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies. The three
lesson plans in each chapter begin with an essential question that sets the focus for the primary
sources and teaching strategies that follow. The lesson plans include differing types of primary
sources such as photographs, speeches, political cartoons, historic maps, paintings, letters, and
diary entries. Grades 5-8
  jacob riis definition us history: Theodore Roosevelt Collection; Dictionary Catalogue and
Shelflist Harvard University. Library, 1970
  jacob riis definition us history: The Danger of Devaluing Immigrants Fariborz Ghadar,
2022-11-07 Despite deep divisions on the issue of immigration, this book shows that immigration
promotes economic innovation, expands the job market, and contributes to diversity and creativity in
the United States. Immigration, as a conduit for bringing new talent, ideas, and inventions into the
United States, is essential to the success and vitality of our economy and society. This timely book,
researched and written by the Immigration Book Project Team at Penn State University, approaches
immigration from historical, economic, business, and sociological perspectives in order to argue that
treatment of immigrants must reflect and applaud their critical roles in supporting and leading the
economic, social, cultural, and political institutions of civil society. Approaching immigration as both
a socioeconomic phenomenon and a matter of public policy, The Danger of Devaluing Immigrants
offers demographics and statistics on workforce participation and job creation along with stories of
individual immigrants' contributions to the economy and society. It supports the idea that, when
immigration is challenged in the political sphere, we must not lose sight of the valuable
contributions that immigrants have made-and will continue to make-to our democracy.
  jacob riis definition us history: The Student Guide to Historical Thinking Linda Elder,
Meg Gorzycki, Richard Paul, 2019-06-01 Learning history as only a collection of dates and names
prevents us from seeing the true value of the past. The Student Guide to Historical Thinkingreveals
the study of history as a mode of thinking with real current-day implications. It begins with a focus
on important historical understandings and then presents strategies for fostering fair-minded



historical thinking. Students learn to engage with the past in a way that promotes critical thinking
about the present and future. As part of the Thinker’s Guide Library, this book advances the mission
of the Foundation for Critical Thinking to promote fair-minded critical societies through cultivating
essential intellectual abilities and virtues across every field of study across world.
  jacob riis definition us history: Philanthropy in America Olivier Zunz, 2014-03-10 How
philanthropy has shaped America in the twentieth century American philanthropy today expands
knowledge, champions social movements, defines active citizenship, influences policymaking, and
addresses humanitarian crises. How did philanthropy become such a powerful and integral force in
American society? Philanthropy in America is the first book to explore in depth the twentieth-century
growth of this unique phenomenon. Ranging from the influential large-scale foundations established
by tycoons such as John D. Rockefeller, Sr., and the mass mobilization of small donors by the Red
Cross and March of Dimes, to the recent social advocacy of individuals like Bill Gates and George
Soros, respected historian Olivier Zunz chronicles the tight connections between private giving and
public affairs, and shows how this union has enlarged democracy and shaped history. Demonstrating
that America has cultivated and relied on philanthropy more than any other country, Philanthropy in
America examines how giving for the betterment of all became embedded in the fabric of the
nation's civic democracy.
  jacob riis definition us history: The Changing American Neighborhood Alan Mallach, Todd
Swanstrom, 2023-08-15 The Changing American Neighborhood argues that the physical and social
spaces created by neighborhoods matter more than ever for the health and well-being of
twenty-first-century Americans and their communities. Taking a long historical view, this book
explores the many dimensions of today's neighborhoods, the forms they take, the forces and factors
influencing them, and the people and organizations trying to change them. Challenging conventional
interpretations of neighborhoods and neighborhood change, Alan Mallach and Todd Swanstrom
adopt a broad, inter-disciplinary perspective that shows how neighborhoods are messy, complex
systems, in which change is driven by constant feedback loops that link social, economic and
physical conditions, each within distinct spatial and political contexts. The Changing American
Neighborhood seeks to understand neighborhoods and neighborhood change not only for their own
importance, but for the insights they offer to help guide peoples' efforts sustaining good
neighborhoods and rebuilding struggling ones.
  jacob riis definition us history: Encyclopedia of the United States in the Nineteenth Century:
Printing technology-zoos Paul Finkelman, 2001 The 19th century was arguably the most important in
the nation's history, making the publication of this first-rate encyclopedia a significant event.
Students using this 600-entry work, which is conveniently keyed to the National Standards for
United States History, will find the entries easy to follow and enjoyable to read. It is an essential
purchase for all public and academic libraries.--Outstanding Reference Sources, American Libraries,
May 2002.
  jacob riis definition us history: Beginners' Dictionary of Chinese-Japanese Characters Arthur
Rose-Innes, 1977-01-01 Compiled by a distinguished scholar, this dictionary contains the 5,000 most
important Japanese characters, arranged by stroke. For each character, on and kun readings are
given in romaji, with full English equivalents, plus important related compounds and pronunciation
guides that add up to approximately 25,000 Japanese words. Supplemented with many practical
tables.
  jacob riis definition us history: American Studies Jack Salzman, 1986-08-29 This is an
annotated bibliography of 20th century books through 1983, and is a reworking of American Studies:
An Annotated Bibliography of Works on the Civilization of the United States, published in 1982.
Seeking to provide foreign nationals with a comprehensive and authoritative list of sources of
information concerning America, it focuses on books that have an important cultural framework, and
does not include those which are primarily theoretical or methodological. It is organized in 11
sections: anthropology and folklore; art and architecture; history; literature; music; political science;
popular culture; psychology; religion; science/technology/medicine; and sociology. Each section



contains a preface introducing the reader to basic bibliographic resources in that discipline and
paragraph-length, non-evaluative annotations. Includes author, title, and subject indexes. ISBN
0-521-32555-2 (set) : $150.00.
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