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Frederick Douglass Narrative of the Life of an American Slave: A Powerful Journey to Freedom

frederick douglass narrative of the life of an american slave stands as one of the most compelling
firsthand accounts of slavery in 19th-century America. This autobiographical work not only chronicles
the brutal realities faced by enslaved African Americans but also highlights the indomitable spirit of
Frederick Douglass, who escaped bondage to become a leading abolitionist, orator, and writer. The
narrative has continued to resonate with readers, scholars, and activists, illuminating the horrors of

slavery while inspiring movements for justice and equality.

Understanding the significance of this narrative requires delving into its context, themes, and enduring
legacy. Let’s explore how Frederick Douglass’s story offers a window into the past and continues to

shape discussions about freedom, human rights, and resilience.

The Historical Context of Frederick Douglass’s Narrative

Before diving into the narrative itself, it’s important to appreciate the historical backdrop against which
it was written. Published in 1845, "Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave"
emerged during a period of intense national debate over slavery in the United States. Abolitionist
movements were gaining momentum, yet slavery remained deeply entrenched, especially in the

southern states.

Frederick Douglass’s narrative was revolutionary because it offered a firsthand testimony from a man
who had lived the experience of enslavement. This authenticity made it a powerful tool for abolitionists
who sought to expose the cruelty of slavery to a wider audience. Unlike fictionalized or secondhand

accounts, Douglass’s life story provided undeniable evidence of slavery’s inhumanity.



Douglass’s Early Life and Enslavement

In the narrative, Douglass recounts his birth into slavery around 1818 on a Maryland plantation. He
never knew his exact birth date, reflecting the dehumanizing effects of slavery, where enslaved people
were stripped of their identities and family connections. His mother was separated from him early on,
and he was raised by a series of different owners, each illustrating various aspects of the institution’s

brutality.

One of the most striking parts of the narrative is Douglass’s detailed description of the physical and
psychological abuse enslaved people endured. From harsh beatings to the constant threat of family

separation, the narrative paints a vivid picture of a life marked by fear and oppression.

The Power of Literacy and Self-Education

A central theme in Frederick Douglass narrative of the life of an american slave is the transformative
power of education. Douglass famously recounts how learning to read and write became his pathway

to freedom, both mentally and physically.

Learning to Read: A Dangerous Act

In the narrative, Douglass describes how his mistress initially taught him the alphabet but was later
forbidden by her husband to continue. This prohibition highlights how slaveholders viewed literacy as a
threat to their control. Knowledge was power, and enslaved people gaining education meant they could

qguestion their condition and organize resistance.

Determined, Douglass cleverly taught himself to read by interacting with white children in the
neighborhood and by reading newspapers and books he borrowed secretly. This self-education fueled

his desire for freedom and gave him the tools to articulate the injustice of slavery.



Writing as Resistance

Beyond reading, Douglass’s ability to write allowed him to share his story and advocate for abolition.
His narrative itself is an act of resistance, challenging the dominant narratives that justified slavery.
Through his eloquent prose, Douglass humanized enslaved people and exposed the contradictions of

a nation that proclaimed liberty while enslaving millions.

Major Themes Explored in the Narrative

The narrative is rich with themes that go beyond the personal story of Frederick Douglass. These

themes provide insight into the broader social and moral issues surrounding slavery.

Slavery and Dehumanization

Douglass vividly illustrates how slavery stripped individuals of their humanity. Enslaved people were
treated as property, denied family bonds, and subjected to constant violence. This dehumanization was

not only physical but psychological, designed to break spirits and discourage resistance.

Hope and Resistance

Despite the brutal conditions, Douglass’s narrative is also a testament to hope and the will to resist.
His journey from a powerless slave to a confident abolitionist symbolizes the potential for change and

the power of self-determination.



The Contradictions of American Democracy

Douglass pointedly critiques the hypocrisy of a country that celebrated freedom and equality yet
maintained slavery. His narrative forces readers to confront these contradictions and reflect on the

meaning of true liberty.

Why Frederick Douglass Narrative of the Life of an American

Slave Still Matters Today

Even nearly two centuries after its publication, Douglass’s narrative remains profoundly relevant. It
serves as a critical historical document, an inspiration for civil rights movements, and a reminder of the

ongoing struggle against racial injustice.

Educational Importance

Many schools include the narrative in their curricula because it offers students an authentic voice from

the past. It helps foster empathy and a deeper understanding of American history beyond textbooks.

Inspiration for Social Justice

Activists and leaders have drawn on Douglass’s words to advocate for equality and human rights. His

life story encourages individuals to stand up against oppression and work toward a more just society.



Literary Significance

From a literary perspective, the narrative is a pioneering work in African American literature and
autobiography. Its straightforward yet powerful style has influenced countless writers and remains a

model for storytelling that combines personal experience with political advocacy.

Tips for Readers Exploring the Narrative

If you’re approaching Frederick Douglass narrative of the life of an american slave for the first time,

here are a few tips to enrich your reading experience:

Read with historical context in mind: Understanding the era’s social and political climate

deepens appreciation for Douglass’s courage and message.

Reflect on the themes: Consider how issues of freedom, education, and resistance resonate in

today’s world.

Discuss with others: Sharing insights with a book club or study group can reveal different

perspectives and enhance comprehension.

Explore supplementary materials: Biographies, documentaries, and scholarly articles about

Douglass provide additional layers of understanding.

Frederick Douglass’s narrative continues to be a beacon, illuminating the dark chapters of American
history while celebrating the triumph of the human spirit. Engaging with his story offers not only a

glimpse into the past but also inspiration for ongoing efforts toward equality and justice.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American
Slave' about?

It is an autobiographical account of Frederick Douglass's life as a slave and his journey to freedom,

highlighting the brutality of slavery and his quest for literacy and emancipation.

Why is Frederick Douglass's narrative considered an important
historical document?

The narrative provides a first-hand, detailed account of the realities of slavery from the perspective of

an escaped slave, offering valuable insight into the social and political issues of 19th-century America.

How does Frederick Douglass describe the impact of literacy on his

life?

Douglass emphasizes that learning to read and write was crucial to his intellectual freedom and
escape from slavery, as it empowered him to challenge the institution of slavery and advocate for

abolition.

What role does Douglass's narrative play in the abolitionist

movement?

His narrative served as a powerful tool for the abolitionist movement by exposing the cruelty of slavery

and humanizing enslaved people, thereby garnering support for ending slavery.

How does Douglass portray the cruelty of slave owners in his



narrative?

Douglass provides vivid descriptions of the physical and psychological abuse inflicted by slave owners,

illustrating the inhumanity of the system and the widespread violence slaves endured.

What literary techniques does Frederick Douglass use in his narrative?

Douglass uses vivid imagery, emotional appeals, and first-person storytelling to engage readers and

convey the harsh realities of slavery effectively.

In what ways does Douglass's narrative address the theme of identity?

Douglass explores the struggle for self-identity under slavery, showing how he reclaimed his sense of

self and humanity through education and resistance to oppression.

How has 'Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass' influenced
modern discussions on race and equality?

The narrative continues to be a foundational text in discussions about race, resilience, and social

justice, inspiring ongoing dialogue about the legacy of slavery and the fight for civil rights.

Additional Resources

Frederick Douglass Narrative of the Life of an American Slave: A Critical Exploration

frederick douglass narrative of the life of an american slave stands as one of the most pivotal
autobiographical accounts in American literature, offering an unflinching glimpse into the brutality of
slavery and the resilience of the human spirit. This seminal work, first published in 1845, not only
chronicles Douglass’s personal journey from enslavement to freedom but also serves as a powerful
abolitionist manifesto that challenged the social and political norms of its time. As an essential primary
source of the antebellum era, the narrative invites readers and scholars to investigate the lived realities

of African American slaves, the mechanisms of oppression, and the transformative power of literacy



and self-emancipation.

Historical Context and Significance

The publication of Frederick Douglass’s narrative occurred during a period of intense national debate
over slavery. The 1840s saw the American abolitionist movement gaining momentum, yet the
institution of slavery remained deeply entrenched in Southern states. Douglass’s narrative was
groundbreaking in its firsthand portrayal of the cruelty inflicted upon enslaved individuals, contrasting

sharply with pro-slavery literature that sought to depict slavery as a benign or paternalistic system.

Within this historical framework, the narrative functions as both a personal testament and a political
weapon. It provided abolitionists with irrefutable evidence of the inhumanity of slavery, bolstering
campaigns against the Fugitive Slave Act and slaveholding interests. Moreover, the narrative’s
success helped establish Frederick Douglass as a leading voice in the fight for civil rights and social

justice.

Literary Analysis and Thematic Exploration

The narrative employs a compelling blend of personal testimony, vivid description, and rhetorical
persuasion. Douglass’s eloquent prose and methodical recounting of events transform his story from a

mere memoir into a universal indictment of systemic oppression.

The Role of Literacy and Education

One of the narrative’s most salient themes is the transformative power of education. Douglass vividly
recounts how learning to read and write became a pivotal act of resistance against slavery. Literacy, in

his experience, was not just an academic exercise but a pathway to intellectual liberation and self-



awareness. This theme underscores a broader abolitionist argument that education is essential for true

freedom.

Depiction of Violence and Dehumanization

The narrative does not shy away from detailing the physical and psychological abuses endured by
Douglass and other slaves. From brutal whippings to the denial of familial bonds, these accounts
expose the systemic cruelty designed to dehumanize African Americans and maintain the institution of
slavery. Douglass’s candid descriptions serve as a stark counter-narrative to the sanitized portrayals of

slavery common in pro-slavery propaganda.

Identity and Self-Emancipation

Frederick Douglass’s journey is also one of self-discovery and identity formation. The narrative traces
his evolution from a powerless child to an assertive individual who claims his freedom through strategic
action and inner resolve. This progression highlights the human capacity for resilience and self-

determination in the face of overwhelming adversity.

Comparative Perspectives and Literary Legacy

When compared to other slave narratives such as Harriet Jacobs’s "Incidents in the Life of a Slave
Girl" or Solomon Northup’s "Twelve Years a Slave," Douglass’s account is distinguished by its
sophisticated rhetorical style and profound philosophical reflections on freedom and justice. While
Jacobs focuses on the unique experiences of enslaved women, and Northup provides a detailed
account of kidnapping and legal struggle, Douglass emphasizes intellectual liberation and social

critique.



The narrative’s influence extends beyond its immediate abolitionist context. It has shaped American
literature by establishing a template for autobiographical storytelling that combines personal experience
with broader social commentary. Its impact is evident in later civil rights literature and continues to be

studied in academic settings for its historical and literary value.

Strengths and Limitations

e Strengths: The narrative’s firsthand perspective lends authenticity and emotional power; its
articulate critique of slavery contributed significantly to abolitionist discourse; Douglass’s

emphasis on education offers enduring lessons on empowerment.

¢ Limitations: As a singular narrative, it reflects Douglass’s unique experiences and may not
capture the full diversity of enslaved people’s lives; its tone and style, while literary, may present

a somewhat idealized view of personal agency within a brutal system.

Enduring Relevance in Contemporary Discussions

Today, Frederick Douglass’s narrative remains a cornerstone for understanding the legacy of slavery
in the United States. It is frequently referenced in discussions about racial justice, systemic inequality,
and the importance of education as a tool for empowerment. The narrative also serves as a reminder
of the power of storytelling in social movements and the critical role that personal testimony plays in

shaping collective memory.

In education, the narrative is used to engage students with historical realities and to foster critical
thinking about race, identity, and freedom. Its vivid depictions encourage empathy and a nuanced

understanding of the past, making it an indispensable resource for scholars, educators, and activists



alike.

By examining the narrative through a contemporary lens, readers can appreciate the complexities of
Douglass’s experiences and recognize the ongoing struggles for equality and human rights that echo
his story. The narrative’s ability to transcend its time and resonate with modern audiences underscores

its status as a timeless work of American literature and social commentary.

Frederick Douglass Narrative Of The Life Of An American
Slave

frederick douglass narrative of the life of an american slave: Narrative of the life of
Frederick Douglass, an American slave. Written by himself. [With] Appendix Frederick
Douglass, 1851

frederick douglass narrative of the life of an american slave: Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass, an American Slave Frederick Douglass, 2018-02-05 Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass is a memoir on abolition written by Frederick Douglass. It is held to be the most
famous of a number of narratives written by former slaves during the 19th century. In factual detail,
the text describes the events of his life and is considered to be one of the most influential pieces of
literature to fuel the abolitionist movement of the early 19th century in the United States. Frederick
Douglass (1818-1895) was an African-American social reformer, abolitionist, orator, writer, and
statesman. After escaping from slavery in Maryland, he became a national leader of the abolitionist
movement in Massachusetts and New York, gaining note for his dazzling oratory and incisive
antislavery writings.

frederick douglass narrative of the life of an american slave: Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass Frederick Douglass, 2009-04-15 Presents the autobiography of Douglass, an
American slave, and his journey out of mental and physical bondage.

frederick douglass narrative of the life of an american slave: Narrative of The Life of
Frederick Douglass, An American Slave Frederick Douglass, 2023-10-01 The personal account of a
fugitive slave's privation and sufferings and his campaigns for Negro emancipation

frederick douglass narrative of the life of an american slave: Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass, an American Slave Frederick DOUGLASS, 2021-03-19 THE TRUE STORY
OF AN AMERICAN SLAVE This exclusive NEW ILLUSTRATED EDITION of the classic
auto-biography follows Frederick Douglass from his enslavement as an African American to his rise
to statesman. A must read for persons of all ages that includes: * FREDRICK DOUGLASS
NARRATIVE IN HIS OWN WORDS * 20 OF THE MOST CRITICAL HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS,
GENTLY RESTORED FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE *STUDY GUIDE - NEW AND EXCLUSIVE FOUND
ONLY IN THIS EDITION WITH TRUE AND FALSE AND COMPREHENSIVE QUESTIONS
*ADDITIONAL PAGES FOR PERSONAL NOTES *ADDITIONAL PAGES FOR A BRIEF SUMMARY
ESSAY *ALPHABETIZED INDEX - NAMES AND SUBJECTS ARRANGED FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE
This is THE NEW ILLUSTRATED EDITION of the historical narrative by Frederick Douglass, an
African American slave. The 1845 international best-selling autobiography tells the author's personal
and terrifying experience as one of the millions of Blacks enslaved in the racially divided pre-Civil
War era. Douglass describes vividly the brutal treatment; one slave girl was simply slow to move and
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so the Master's wife broke the girl's nose and breastbone, and thus ended her life. In addition to
hard labor, harsh beatings, and the breaking-up of family units, slaves were denied the most basic
education. After escaping from his bondage in 1838, Frederick Douglass campaigned as a prominent
abolitionist, pressuring the president to the enactment of the 1863 Emancipation Proclamation. An
eloquent speaker, writer, and statesperson, Douglass was a known proponent of Women's Suffrage,
public education with an emphasis on agriculture and trades, and most pointedly... an advocate for
freedom and equality for all.

frederick douglass narrative of the life of an american slave: Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass, an American Slave Douglass, 2018-05-08 The preeminent American slave
narrative first published in 1845, Frederick Douglass's Narrative powerfully details the life of the
abolitionist from his birth into slavery in 1818 to his escape to the North in 1838, how he endured
the daily physical and spiritual brutalities of his owners and driver, how he learned to read and
write, and how he grew into a man who could only live free or die. In addition to Douglass's classic
autobiography, this new edition also includes his most famous speech What to the Slave Is the
Fourth of July? and his only known work of fiction, The Heroic Slave, which was written, in part, as a
response to Harriet Beecher Stowe's Uncle Tom's Cabin.

frederick douglass narrative of the life of an american slave: Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass, an American Slave William Lloyd Garrison, Frederick Douglass, Cedric Dover,
Henry Adlard, 2024-04-20 Reprint of the original, first published in 1845.

frederick douglass narrative of the life of an american slave: Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass Frederick Douglass, 2015-02-06 Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass is an
1845 memoir and treatise on abolition written by famous orator and former slave Frederick
Douglass. It is generally held to be the most famous of a number of narratives written by former
slaves during the same period. In factual detail, the text describes the events of his life and is
considered to be one of the most influential pieces of literature to fuel the abolitionist movement of
the early 19th century in the United States. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass encompasses
eleven chapters that recount Douglass' life as a slave and his ambition to become a free man. “...I
therefore hate the corrupt, slaveholding, women-whipping, cradle-plundering, partial and
hypocritical Christianity of the land... I look upon it as the climax of all misnomers, the boldest of all
frauds, and the grossest of all libels. Never was there a clearer case of 'stealing the livery of the
court of heaven to serve the devil in.' I am filled with unutterable loathing when I contemplate the
religious pomp and show, together with the horrible inconsistencies, which every where surround
me. We have men-stealers for ministers, women-whippers for missionaries, and cradle-plunderers
for church members. The man who wields the blood-clotted cowskin during the week fills the pulpit
on Sunday, and claims to be a minister of the meek and lowly Jesus. . . . The slave auctioneer's bell
and the church-going bell chime in with each other, and the bitter cries of the heart-broken slave are
drowned in the religious shouts of his pious master. Revivals of religion and revivals in the
slave-trade go hand in hand together. The slave prison and the church stand near each other. The
clanking of fetters and the rattling of chains in the prison, and the pious psalm and solemn prayer in
the church, may be heard at the same time. The dealers in the bodies of men erect their stand in the
presence of the pulpit, and they mutually help each other. The dealer gives his blood-stained gold to
support the pulpit, and the pulpit, in return, covers his infernal business with the garb of
Christianity. Here we have religion and robbery the allies of each other---devils dressed in angels'
robes, and hell presenting the semblance of paradise.” --- Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life
of Frederick Douglass

frederick douglass narrative of the life of an american slave: Narrative of the Life of
FREDERICK DOUGLASS (Annotated) Frederick Douglass, 2021-04-17 This narrative of Frederick
Douglass is unabridged, and contains additional annotation at the start of the book. This section
aims to give the reader some historical contexst, and contains a brief History of Slavery in America,
and the Abolishment of Slavery. This will help set the stage for the narrative of Frederick Douglass
that is to follow. Frederick Douglass was born in slavery as Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey



near Easton in Talbot County, Maryland. He was not sure of the exact year of his birth, but he knew
that it was 1817 or 1818. As a young boy he was sent to Baltimore, to be a house servant, where he
learned to read and write, with the assistance of his master's wife. Later in life he escaped slavery
and became an influential social reformer. William Lloyd Garrison, a prominent American
abolitionist, heard Douglass speak of his experience in slavery and invited him to speak at the
antislavery convention in 1841. Douglass's passion captivated his audience, and following this, the
American Anti-slavery Society hired him as a regular lecturer. Frederick went on to become one of
America's best-known and most influential abolitionists. His story gained even more prominence
when he published the narrative found in this book, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass. An
American Slave. Written by Himself.. This Frederick Douglass narrative outlines his struggle from
enslavement and escape to freedom. Frederick published this in 1845, and by 1850 30,000 copies
had been sold in the United States and Great Britain. Frederick Douglass' work is particularly
moving as he provides a first-hand account of events. As he said, I can tell you what I have seen with
my own eyes, felt on my own person, and know to have occurred in my own neighborhood. Frederick
Douglass was an influential figure both in the abolitionist movement and the women's emancipation
movement.

frederick douglass narrative of the life of an american slave: The Narrative Life of
Frederick Douglass Frederick Douglass, 2019-12-25 Frederick Douglass Narrative Life Of An
American Slave This book is fundamentally an autobiography. It's a mind blowing tale from the time
he was brought into the world a captive to the hour of his break to opportunity in the North. But on
the other hand it's a piece with a solid political message. At the point when Douglass composed this
book in 1845, slavery was as yet legitimate in a significant part of the United States. Frederick
Douglass turned into an open speaker and author to attempt to stop it. He accepted that on the off
chance that he indicated individuals what subjugation was truly similar to, they would comprehend
why it should have been stopped. What's more, who superior to a previous slave to come clean about
slavery? So despite the fact that he needs to reveal to us his own story, he always remembers the
bigger objective of nullifying slavery. Among The Best Of Frederick Douglass Quotes If there is no
struggle there is no progress Power concedes nothing without a demand. It never did and it never
will : I didn't know I was a slave until I found out I couldn't do the things I wanted Why you should
read Frederick Douglass Narrative Life Of An American Slave book? Frederick Douglass biography
is not just a narrative.ltis a ...... Historical document that paints the powerful picture of what it was
like to be a slave Lesson to show that freedom is something that is not given but something we have
to find by ourselves Strength that everybody should have when we want to achieve our goal
Publication Of Frederick Douglass Narrative Life Of An American Slave The narrative life of
Frederick Douglass book was an instant success, selling over 35 thousand copies in the U.S. and
Europe, and was quickly translated into both French and German.The publication of Frederick
Douglass book has opened several doors, not only for Douglass's ambitious work, but also for the
anti-slavery movement of that time. Having read all these, get a copy of Frederick Douglass book
from us today !

frederick douglass narrative of the life of an american slave: Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass, an American Slave Frederick Douglass, 2016-11-01 Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass is an 1845 memoir and treatise on abolition written by famous orator and former
slave Frederick Douglass. It is generally held to be the most famous of a number of narratives
written by former slaves during the same period. In factual detail, the text describes the events of
his life and is considered to be one of the most influential pieces of literature to fuel the abolitionist
movement of the early 19th century in the United States. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass
encompasses eleven chapters that recount Douglass's life as a slave and his ambition to become a
free man.

frederick douglass narrative of the life of an american slave: Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass Frederick Douglass, 2018-09-26 Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass
Frederick DOUGLASS (c.1818 - 1895) Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass is a memoir and



treatise on abolition written by famous orator and ex-slave, Frederick Douglass. It is generally held
to be the most famous of a number of narratives written by former slaves during the same period. In
factual detail, the text describes the events of his life and is considered to be one of the most
influential pieces of literature to fuel the abolitionist movement of the early 19th Century in the
United States.

frederick douglass narrative of the life of an american slave: Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass Frederick Douglass, 2020-11-03 NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE OF FREDERICK
DOUGLASS, This edition of Modern Library Paperback Classics combines the two most important
African-American slave narratives into one volume.Frederick Douglass's narrative, first published in
1845, is an illuminating and inflammatory text. Born into slavery, Douglass became the preeminent
spokesman for his people during his lifetime; his narrative is an incomparable account of the
dehumanizing effects of slavery and Douglass's own triumph over it.

frederick douglass narrative of the life of an american slave: Narrative Of The Life Of
Frederick Douglass, An American Slave Frederick Douglass, 2018-08-11 Douglass' narrative as a
black slave in 19th century America is one replete with tales of cruelty and oppression, of courage
and love. After secretly learning to read and write, he eventually escaped to the Northern States in
1838 and became an ardent abolitionist, campaigning passionately against all aspects of human
bondage.

frederick douglass narrative of the life of an american slave: Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass, an American Slave Frederick Douglass, 1847

frederick douglass narrative of the life of an american slave: Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass, an American Slave Douglass, 2018-10-23 Narrative of the Life of Frederick
Douglass, an American Slave: Large Print By Douglass Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass is
an 1845 memoir and treatise on abolition written by famous orator and former slave Frederick
Douglass during his time in Lynn, Massachusetts. It is generally held to be the most famous of a
number of narratives written by former slaves during the same period.

frederick douglass narrative of the life of an american slave: Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass Frederick Douglass, 2019-08-05 Frederick Douglass Narrative Life Of An
American Slave Frederick Douglass Narrative Life of An American Slave, is fundamentally an
autobiography. It's a mind-blowing tale from the time he was brought into the world a captive to the
hour of his break to opportunity in the North. But on the other hand it's a piece with a solid political
message. At the point when Douglass composed this book in 1845, slavery was as yet legitimate in a
significant part of the United States. He turned into an open speaker and author to attempt to stop
it. He accepted that on the off chance that he indicated individuals what subjugation was truly
similar to, they would comprehend why it should have been canceled. What's more, who superior to
a previous slave to come clean about slavery? So despite the fact that he needs to reveal to us his
own story, he always remembers the bigger objective of nullifying slavery. Why you should read the
Frederick Douglass Narrative Life Of An American Slave ? Frederick Doglass book is no just a
narrative.It is a ... Historical document that paints the powerful picture of what it was like to be a
slave A lesson to show that freedom is something that is not given but something we have to find by
ourselves Strength that everybody should have when we want to achieve our goal Publication Of
Frederick Douglass Narrative Life Of An American Slave The narrative life of Frederick Douglass
book was an instant success, selling over 35 thousand copies in the U.S. and Europe, and was
quickly translated into both French and German.The publication of Frederick Douglass Narrative
Life of An American Slave has opened several doors, not only for Douglass's ambitious work, but also
for the anti-slavery movement of that time. Having read all these, get a copy of Frederick Douglass
book from us today !

frederick douglass narrative of the life of an american slave: Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass, an American Slave (Illustrated) Frederick Douglass, 2018-08-14 Rare edition
with unique illustrations. Former slave, impassioned abolitionist, brilliant writer, newspaper editor
and eloquent orator whose speeches fired the abolitionist cause, Frederick Douglass (1818-1895) led



an astounding life. Physical abuse, deprivation and tragedy plagued his early years, yet through
sheer force of character he was able to overcome these obstacles to become a leading spokesman for
his people. In this, the first and most frequently read of his three autobiographies, Douglass provides
graphic descriptions of his childhood and horrifying experiences as a slave as well as a harrowing
record of his dramatic escape to the North and eventual freedom. Published in 1845 to quell doubts
about his origins - since few slaves of that period could write - the Narrative is admired today for its
extraordinary passion, sensitive and vivid descriptions and storytelling power. It belongs in the
library of anyone interested in African-American history and the life of one of the country's most
courageous and influential champions of civil rights. A selection of the Common Core State
Standards Initiative.

frederick douglass narrative of the life of an american slave: Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass an American Slave Frederick Douglass, 2017-09-02 Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass an American Slave Frederick Douglass Frederick Douglass was born in slavery
as Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey near Easton in Talbot County, Maryland. He was not sure
of the exact year of his birth, but he knew that it was 1817 or 1818. As a young boy he was sent to
Baltimore, to be a house servant, where he learned to read and write, with the assistance of his
master's wife. In 1838 he escaped from slavery and went to New York City, where he married Anna
Murray, a free colored woman whom he had met in Baltimore. Soon thereafter he changed his name
to Frederick Douglass. In 1841 he addressed a convention of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society
in Nantucket and so greatly impressed the group that they immediately employed him as an agent.
He was such an impressive orator that numerous persons doubted if he had ever been a slave, so he
wrote Narrative Of The Life Of Frederick Douglass. During the Civil War he assisted in the
recruiting of colored men for the 54th and 55th Massachusetts Regiments and consistently argued
for the emancipation of slaves. After the war he was active in securing and protecting the rights of
the freemen. In his later years, at different times, he was secretary of the Santo Domingo
Commission, marshall and recorder of deeds of the District of Columbia, and United States Minister
to Haiti. His other autobiographical works are My Bondage And My Freedom and Life And Times Of
Frederick Douglass, published in 1855 and 1881 respectively. He died in 1895.

frederick douglass narrative of the life of an american slave: Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass, an American Slave Frederick Douglass, 2024-05-15 Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass is one of the most influential autobiographies ever written. This classic did as
much as or more than any other book to motivate the abolitionist to continue to fight for freedom in
American. Frederick Douglass was born a slave he escaped a brutal system and through sheer force
of will educated himself and became an abolitionist editor orator author statesman and reformer.
This is one of the most unlikely and powerful success stories ever written
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