
anatomy of a silverback gorilla

Anatomy of a Silverback Gorilla: Exploring the Majestic Build of Nature’s Gentle Giant

anatomy of a silverback gorilla reveals a fascinating blend of power, agility, and intricate biological

design that has evolved over millions of years. These magnificent creatures are not only among the

largest primates on Earth but also display a unique physical structure that supports their social roles

and survival in dense forest habitats. Understanding the anatomy of a silverback gorilla offers insight

into their strength, behavior, and the remarkable adaptations that make them such captivating animals.

General Physical Characteristics of Silverback Gorillas

Silverback gorillas are adult male gorillas distinguished by the characteristic patch of silver or gray hair

on their backs, which typically appears around the age of 12. This feature is more than just a marker

of maturity; it symbolizes their role as leaders within their groups, or troops. But beyond this silver

streak lies an impressive physical framework.

Size and Build

A fully grown silverback can weigh between 300 to 485 pounds (136 to 220 kilograms) and stand

about 5.5 to 6 feet tall when upright. Their muscular build is notably bulky yet balanced, combining

powerful upper bodies with relatively shorter legs compared to their arms. This proportion supports

their knuckle-walking locomotion and climbing abilities.

Their broad chest and shoulders house substantial muscle mass, which is essential for tasks like

defending the group, foraging, and building nests. The dense muscle tissue also contributes to their

incredible strength—silverbacks are estimated to be up to six times stronger than an average human.



Skull and Facial Features

The skull structure of a silverback gorilla is robust, with pronounced brow ridges and a sagittal crest—a

ridge of bone running along the top of the skull. This crest provides an anchor point for strong jaw

muscles, enabling them to chew tough vegetation efficiently.

Their large, expressive eyes sit beneath heavy brows, while the broad, flat nose with wide nostrils

helps in scent detection. The face is framed by a prominent jaw and large canine teeth, especially in

males, which serve both as tools for feeding and as intimidation displays during conflicts.

The Musculoskeletal System: Strength in Motion

The anatomy of a silverback gorilla’s musculoskeletal system is a marvel of evolutionary design,

optimized for both strength and endurance.

Upper Body Power

One of the most striking features is the gorilla’s arm-to-leg length ratio. Their arms are significantly

longer than their legs, sometimes by as much as 25%. This adaptation allows for efficient knuckle-

walking, a mode of locomotion where they walk on the knuckles of their hands. The long arms also

facilitate climbing and reaching for food high in the forest canopy.

The muscles in the shoulders, chest, and arms are incredibly developed, with large deltoids, biceps,

and triceps that give silverbacks the ability to lift heavy objects and engage in physical dominance

displays. The dense, strong bones complement these muscles, providing a sturdy frame capable of

absorbing impacts during fights.



Lower Body and Locomotion

While their legs are shorter, silverbacks possess powerful thigh and calf muscles that support walking,

climbing, and occasional bipedal standing. The hips are broad and strong, aiding in balance when the

gorilla rears up or moves over uneven terrain.

Their feet have opposable big toes, much like hands, which help in grasping branches and maintaining

stability while navigating the forest floor or climbing.

The Digestive and Respiratory Adaptations

Silverback gorillas are primarily herbivores, subsisting on leaves, shoots, fruits, and bark. Their

anatomy reflects these dietary needs.

Powerful Jaw and Teeth

As mentioned, the sagittal crest supports massive jaw muscles. Their molars are large and flat, perfect

for grinding fibrous plant material. The incisors and canines, while sharp, are used more for display

and defense rather than hunting.

This dental structure is essential for processing the tough vegetation that forms the bulk of their diet,

ensuring efficient nutrient extraction.

Digestive System

Silverbacks have a large, complex digestive system, including an enlarged large intestine and colon,

adapted for fermenting plant fibers. This process helps break down cellulose, allowing them to extract



energy from materials that many other animals cannot digest.

Their slow digestion is complemented by a relatively low metabolic rate, which conserves energy in a

habitat where food can sometimes be scarce.

Respiratory Efficiency

Living in dense forests with varying altitudes, silverbacks have developed strong lungs and a

respiratory system capable of supporting their muscular activity. They can sustain bursts of energy

during displays or fights, thanks to efficient oxygen exchange.

Skin, Hair, and Sensory Organs

The anatomy of a silverback gorilla’s external features plays a crucial role in protection,

communication, and environmental adaptation.

Coat and Skin

Their thick, coarse hair helps insulate against the cool mountain climates where some gorillas live,

such as the Virunga Volcanoes region. The silver hair on the back appears as a sign of maturity and

dominance.

Beneath the hair, their skin is tough but sensitive, especially on the hands and feet, which endure

constant contact with the forest floor and vegetation.



Sensory Adaptations

Eyes positioned forward on the face provide excellent depth perception, vital for navigating complex

forest environments. Their sense of smell and hearing are also well-developed, assisting in social

communication and detecting predators or rival groups.

Facial expressions, combined with vocalizations and body language, form a sophisticated

communication system, made possible by their muscular facial anatomy.

The Role of Anatomy in Behavior and Social Structure

Understanding the anatomy of a silverback gorilla offers more than just biological insight—it reveals

how physical traits are intertwined with social roles and behavior.

Silverbacks are the leaders and protectors of their troops. Their impressive size and muscular frame

serve as deterrents to potential threats. The powerful chest pounding and loud vocalizations they

produce are supported by their physical anatomy, allowing them to establish dominance without

resorting to violence frequently.

Their hands, capable of delicate manipulation, allow for nurturing behaviors such as grooming and

caring for young gorillas, highlighting a balance between brute strength and gentle care.

Adaptations for Survival

The combination of strong limbs, a powerful bite, and keen senses equips silverbacks to defend their

territory, find food, and maintain social bonds. Their anatomy is a testament to the evolutionary

pressures that have shaped them to thrive in challenging environments.



Exploring the anatomy of a silverback gorilla reveals not only a picture of raw power but also a

complex and finely tuned organism perfectly adapted to its ecological niche. Each muscle, bone, and

sensory organ plays a role in the life of these gentle giants, making them one of the most fascinating

subjects in the study of primates.

Frequently Asked Questions

What distinguishes the anatomy of a silverback gorilla from other

gorillas?

A silverback gorilla is an adult male characterized by a patch of silver or gray hair on its back, larger

size, and more muscular build compared to females and younger males.

How large is a silverback gorilla on average?

Silverback gorillas typically weigh between 300 to 485 pounds (136 to 220 kilograms) and stand about

5.5 to 6 feet tall when upright.

What are the key muscular features of a silverback gorilla?

Silverback gorillas have highly developed muscles, especially in their arms, chest, and back, enabling

them to display strength and dominance and perform powerful movements.

How does the skull structure of a silverback gorilla support its diet?

The skull of a silverback gorilla has large, strong jaws and prominent sagittal crests to anchor powerful

chewing muscles, supporting a diet primarily of tough vegetation.

What role does the sagittal crest play in the anatomy of a silverback



gorilla?

The sagittal crest is a ridge of bone atop the skull where large jaw muscles attach, providing the

strength needed for chewing fibrous plant material.

How does the hand anatomy of a silverback gorilla facilitate its

behavior?

Silverbacks have opposable thumbs and strong fingers with nails, allowing them to grasp objects,

climb, and manipulate food effectively.

What adaptations in the limb anatomy of silverback gorillas support

their locomotion?

Silverbacks have long, powerful arms and shorter legs, adapted for knuckle-walking on the ground and

climbing trees when necessary.

How does the chest anatomy of a silverback gorilla aid in its social

behavior?

A broad and muscular chest allows silverbacks to perform impressive displays of strength, such as

chest beating, which is used to communicate dominance and deter rivals.

Additional Resources

Anatomy of a Silverback Gorilla: An In-Depth Exploration of Nature’s Majestic Primate

anatomy of a silverback gorilla presents a fascinating subject for both primatologists and wildlife

enthusiasts alike. As the dominant male of the gorilla species, the silverback represents not only

physical power but also social leadership within gorilla troops. Understanding the intricate details of

their anatomy sheds light on how these remarkable creatures have adapted to their environments and



social structures. This article delves into the distinctive physical characteristics, skeletal structure,

muscular composition, and other anatomical features that define the silverback gorilla, offering a

comprehensive and analytical perspective that highlights their evolutionary prowess.

Physical Characteristics of the Silverback Gorilla

The silverback gorilla stands out prominently within the genus Gorilla due to its size, strength, and

unique coloration. Adult male gorillas develop a distinctive patch of silver or gray hair on their backs,

typically around the age of 12, which signals sexual maturity and dominance. This feature not only

serves as an identifier but also plays a role in social hierarchy within gorilla groups.

An average silverback weighs between 300 to 485 pounds (136 to 220 kilograms), with some

individuals reaching over 500 pounds in the wild. Their height can range from 5 feet 5 inches to 5 feet

9 inches (165 to 175 centimeters) when standing upright. Compared to females, who weigh

approximately half as much, silverbacks exhibit pronounced sexual dimorphism, which is common

among great apes.

Body Composition and Musculature

The anatomy of a silverback gorilla reveals an extraordinary muscular development, especially in the

upper body. Their muscle mass is densely packed, enabling powerful bursts of strength that are

essential for both defense and dominance displays. The chest and shoulder muscles are particularly

robust, facilitating their well-known knuckle-walking locomotion and the ability to climb trees or

manipulate objects.

Interestingly, despite their impressive bulk, gorillas possess a relatively low body fat percentage. This

lean musculature is highly efficient for strength and endurance, enabling silverbacks to move swiftly

through dense forest environments and engage in displays such as chest-beating without significant

energy depletion.



Skeletal Structure and Adaptations

The skeletal anatomy of the silverback gorilla is optimized for both terrestrial and arboreal lifestyles,

balancing strength with mobility. Their bones are denser and thicker relative to body size compared to

humans, providing the necessary framework to support their massive musculature.

Skull and Facial Features

The gorilla skull is one of the most distinctive elements of their anatomy. It features a pronounced

sagittal crest—a ridge of bone running along the top of the skull—that serves as an anchor point for

large temporalis muscles responsible for powerful jaw closure. This adaptation is critical for their

herbivorous diet, which often includes tough vegetation requiring significant chewing force.

The facial structure includes a broad, flat nose with large nostrils and a pronounced brow ridge. The

mandible (lower jaw) is robust, supporting large molars and premolars adapted for grinding fibrous

plant material. Unlike humans, gorillas have a smaller braincase relative to their skull size, reflecting

their specific evolutionary path.

Limbs and Locomotion

Silverbacks possess long, muscular arms that exceed the length of their legs, an anatomical trait that

supports their knuckle-walking gait. The arms provide leverage and strength for climbing, foraging, and

territorial defense. Their hands have opposable thumbs, allowing for precise manipulation, though their

fingers are adapted for knuckle-walking with thickened skin and reinforced joints on the knuckles.

The legs, while shorter, are sturdy enough to support their considerable weight during bipedal standing

or short walking bouts. However, true bipedal locomotion is rare and inefficient for gorillas compared to

humans.



Skin, Hair, and Other External Features

The external anatomy of a silverback gorilla plays critical roles in protection, camouflage, and social

signaling.

Fur and Coloration

The dense coat of dark black or brown hair covers most of the gorilla’s body, providing insulation

against the often cool and damp environments of their forest habitats. The iconic silver hair on the

back of mature males develops gradually and serves as a visual cue to other gorillas regarding age

and rank.

Hair density also varies seasonally and geographically, adapting to different climate conditions across

the gorilla’s range in Central Africa.

Skin and Sensory Organs

The exposed skin on the face, hands, and feet is thick and tough, offering protection against abrasions

and insect bites. The skin texture is often wrinkled, particularly around the eyes and mouth,

contributing to expressive facial gestures that are vital for gorilla communication.

Silverbacks have well-developed sensory organs. Their forward-facing eyes provide excellent binocular

vision and depth perception, essential for navigating complex forest terrains. While their sense of smell

is less acute compared to many mammals, it remains important for social and environmental

awareness.



Internal Anatomy: Cardiovascular and Respiratory Systems

Understanding the internal anatomy of a silverback gorilla provides insight into how their physiology

supports their physical prowess and endurance.

The cardiovascular system of a silverback is highly adapted to support their large muscle mass and

active lifestyle. Their hearts are proportionally larger than those of humans, capable of pumping

significant volumes of blood to sustain muscular activity. Resting heart rates are slower, reflecting their

ability to conserve energy during periods of inactivity.

Respiratory systems are similarly efficient, with large lung capacities that facilitate oxygen exchange

necessary during intense physical exertion. This efficiency allows silverbacks to engage in rapid sprints

or sustained exertions despite their size.

Digestive Adaptations

Silverbacks exhibit a digestive system specialized for a predominantly herbivorous diet. Their large,

complex stomachs and extended intestines accommodate the breakdown of cellulose-rich plant

material through fermentation processes carried out by gut microbes. This adaptation is crucial for

extracting nutrients from leaves, stems, and fruits, which constitute the bulk of their diet.

Comparative Anatomy: Silverback Gorillas and Other Great

Apes

Comparing the anatomy of silverback gorillas with other great apes such as chimpanzees and

orangutans highlights evolutionary divergences shaped by differing ecological niches.



For instance, while chimpanzees exhibit more arboreal adaptations and a lighter build conducive to

agile climbing, silverbacks are bulkier and more terrestrial. The pronounced sagittal crest in gorillas

contrasts with the more rounded skulls of chimpanzees, reflecting dietary differences.

Additionally, the degree of sexual dimorphism in silverbacks is more pronounced than in many other

primate species, with males significantly larger and stronger than females. This physical disparity

aligns with their social structure, where dominant males maintain leadership over groups through

displays of strength.

Evolutionary Significance of the Silverback’s Anatomy

The anatomical features of the silverback gorilla underscore evolutionary pressures favoring strength,

social dominance, and dietary specialization. Their robust musculoskeletal system enables defense

against predators and competitors, while their digestive adaptations allow survival on a fibrous diet

unavailable to many other animals.

Socially, the silverback’s physical presence commands respect within gorilla troops, influencing mating

success and troop cohesion. The silver hair patch is not merely cosmetic but serves as an honest

signal of maturity and fitness.

Throughout evolutionary history, these traits have contributed to the survival and reproductive success

of gorillas, making the silverback a symbol of natural power and adaptation.

The anatomy of a silverback gorilla, therefore, is a testament to the complex interplay between

environment, behavior, and biology. Studying these majestic primates provides invaluable knowledge

about primate evolution, ecology, and the mechanisms that drive physical and social adaptation in the

animal kingdom.
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  anatomy of a silverback gorilla: Primate Anatomy Friderun Ankel-Simons, 2024-04-23
Primate Anatomy synthesizes the taxonomy, anatomy, physiology, and genomics of extant primates,
including humans. It takes a holistic approach to describing primate skeletal, muscular, and organ
structure and function. This book provides the tools to understanding the fundamentals and state of
the science of primatology. Now in its fourth edition, this work introduces its audience to the history
and objectives of the field of primatology. It enumerates and profiles extant primates before delving
into detailed descriptions of primate skulls, brains, teeth, skeletons, musculature, organs, blood
groups, reproduction, and development. The book highlights recent advances in primate genomics,
including new genera and species assignments, and concludes with a glance at the future of the
field. Written by longtime expert Friderun Ankel-Simons, the fourth edition of Primate Anatomy
effectively introduces complex biological concepts in a manner accessible to all readers. This book
serves as an excellent reference for technical and non-technical audiences, including primatologists,
anatomists, paleontologists, anthropologists, conservationists, and naturalists. - Offers holistic
coverage of the anatomy and physiology of extant primates - Highlights taxonomic developments
since the publication of the third edition of Primate Anatomy, including new genera and species
assignments - Introduces primate genomics and gender issues among primates - Provides instructive
and comprehensive review tables - Includes many unique, novel, and easily understandable
illustrations
  anatomy of a silverback gorilla: Primate Comparative Anatomy Daniel L. Gebo, 2014-10-13 A
comprehensive, illustrated textbook that reveals the structural and functional anatomy of primates.
Winner of the CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title of the Choice ACRL Why do orangutan arms
closely resemble human arms? What is the advantage to primates of having long limbs? Why do
primates have forward-facing eyes? Answers to questions such as these are usually revealed by
comparative studies of primate anatomy. In this heavily illustrated, up-to-date textbook, primate
anatomist Daniel L. Gebo provides straightforward explanations of primate anatomy that move
logically through the body plan and across species. Including only what is essential in relation to soft
tissues, the book relies primarily on bony structures to explain the functions and diversity of
anatomy among living primates. Ideal for college and graduate courses, Gebo's book will also appeal
to researchers in the fields of mammalogy, primatology, anthropology, and paleontology. Included in
this book are discussions of: • Phylogeny • Adaptation • Body size • The wet- and dry-nosed
primates • Bone biology • Musculoskeletal mechanics • Strepsirhine and haplorhine heads • Primate
teeth and diets • Necks, backs, and tails • The pelvis and reproduction • Locomotion • Forelimbs
and hindlimbs • Hands and feet • Grasping toes
  anatomy of a silverback gorilla: Comparative Anatomy and Phylogeny of Primate
Muscles and Human Evolution Rui Diogo, Bernard A. Wood, 2012-01-11 This book challenges the
assumption that morphological data are inherently unsuitable for phylogeny reconstruction, argues
that both molecular and morphological phylogenies should play a major role in systematics, and
provides the most comprehensive review of the comparative anatomy, homologies and evolution of
the head, neck, pectoral and upper li
  anatomy of a silverback gorilla: Gorilla Pathology and Health John E Cooper, Gordon Hull,
2016-12-21 Gorilla Pathology and Health: With a Catalogue of Preserved Materials consists of two
cross-referenced parts. The first, the book itself, is a review of pathological changes and tissue
responses in gorillas (Gorilla gorilla and G. beringei), with an emphasis on free-living animals, but
also with reference to those in captivity. The comparative aspects are discussed, stressing the
relevance of research to both gorillas and humans. What makes the publication truly unique,
however, is the second part, a comprehensive descriptive catalogue of the location and nature of
gorilla material in museums and scientific institutions throughout the world. This is of great
consequence because free-living gorillas are strictly conserved with restricted access, so the location
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of a wealth of preserved tissues and other material that has been collected over the decades is a
great benefit for research and study.This book can, and should, be used to gain cardinal knowledge
regarding the biology and pathology of this genus. The combination of book and catalogue in this
extensive compilation makes it an invaluable tool for all those concerned with the health, welfare,
and conservation of gorillas, one of our nearest living relatives. - Brings together studies, data, and
clinical practice from difficult-to-access or obscure journals and NGO reports, in different languages,
for all interested parties and practitioners - Provides perspectives on existing research in gorilla
pathology, both for those studying conservation practices and those seeking an understanding of
comparable diseases in humans - Includes illustrative figures on gross and microscopic pathological
changes, museum specimens, photos of field necropsy and techniques, and examples of laboratory
tests - Features an extensive list of references and further reading, in different languages -
Incorporates a comprehensive, descriptive catalogue of gorilla material from around the world
  anatomy of a silverback gorilla: Gorillas Angela Meder, 2013-03-07 Die Regenw{lder der
afrikanischen Tropen sind die Heimat der Gorillas. IhremLeben und ihrem Verhalten gilt dieses
Buch. Angela Meder hat diese Menschenaffen }ber viele Jahre beobachtet. Anschaulich erz{hlt sie
aus der Kinderstube der Gorillas, von ihrer Kommunikation, ihrem Gruppenverhalten und ihrer
Intelligenz. Informationen }ber ihren Lebensraum, ihre Ern{hrung und ihre Wanderungen lassen
das Leben der Gorillagruppen lebendig werden. Vergleiche mit den anderen Menschenaffen und
dem Menschen machen auf Gemeinsamkeiten Besonderheiten aufmerksam. Schlie~lich erf{hrt der
Leser, welche Gefahren diesen menschenscheuen Tieren drohen und was man zu ihrem Schutz tun
kann.
  anatomy of a silverback gorilla: The Anatomy of Body Worlds T. Christine Jespersen, Alicita
Rodríguez, Joseph Starr, 2009 Since its Tokyo debut in 1995, Gunther von Hagens' Body Worlds
exhibition has been visited by more than 25 million people at museums and science centers across
North America, Europe, and Asia. Preserved through von Hagens' unique process of plastination, the
bodies shown in the controversial exhibit are posed to mimic life and art, from a striking re-creation
of Rodin's The Thinker, to a preserved horse and its human rider, a basketball player, and a reclining
pregnant woman--complete with fetus in its eighth month. This interdisciplinary volume analyzes
Body Worlds from a number of perspectives, describing the legal, ethical, sociological, and religious
concerns which seem to accompany the exhibition as it travels the world.
  anatomy of a silverback gorilla: Photographic and Descriptive Musculoskeletal Atlas of
Orangutans Rui Diogo, Josep M. Potau, Juan F. Pastor, Felix J. de Paz, Mercedes Barbosa, Eva M.
Ferrero, Gaëlle Bello, Mohammed Ashraf Aziz, Julia Arias-Martorell, Bernard Wood, 2013-05-24
Orangutans, together with chimpanzees and gorillas, are our closest living relatives. Photographic
and Descriptive Musculoskeletal Atlas of Orangutans, the first photographic and descriptive
musculoskeletal atlas of the genus Pongo, adopts the same format as the photographic atlases of
Gorilla, Pan and Hylobates previously published by the same authors. These four books are part of a
series of monographs that will set out the comparative and phylogenetic context of the gross
anatomy and evolutionary history of the soft tissue morphology of modern humans and their closest
relatives. The present atlas, which includes detailed high-quality photographs of musculoskeletal
structures from most anatomical regions of the body as well as textual information about the
attachments, innervation, function and weight of the respective muscles, is based on dissections of
five orangutans and on an extensive review of the literature. It provides an updated review of the
anatomical variations within orangutans as well as an extensive list of the synonyms used in the
literature to designate the structures we discuss. It will be of interest to students, teachers and
researchers studying primatology, comparative anatomy, functional morphology, zoology, and
physical anthropology and to medical students, doctors and researchers who are curious about the
origin, evolution, homology and variations of the musculoskeletal structures of modern humans.
  anatomy of a silverback gorilla: World Atlas of Great Apes and Their Conservation Julian
Oliver Caldecott, Lera Miles, 2005 This comprehensive and authoritative review of the distribution
and conservation status of Great Apes includes individual country profiles for each species and



overview chapters on ape biology, ecology, and conservation challenges.
  anatomy of a silverback gorilla: American Journal of Anatomy , 1928 Volumes 1-5 include
Proceedings of the Association of American anatomists (later American Association of Anatomists),
15th-20th session (Dec. 1901/Jan. 1902-Dec. 1905).
  anatomy of a silverback gorilla: The Locomotor Anatomy of Alouatta Palliata Frank Claude
Mendel, 1975
  anatomy of a silverback gorilla: Primate Functional Morphology and Evolution Russell H.
Tuttle, 2011-06-15 No detailed description available for Primate Functional Morphology and
Evolution.
  anatomy of a silverback gorilla: Primate Behavior and Human Origins Glenn King,
2015-10-30 This comprehensive introduction demonstrates the theoretical perspectives and
concepts that are applied to primate behavior, and explores the relevance of non-human primates to
understanding human behavior. Using a streamlined and student-friendly taxonomic framework,
King provides a thorough overview of the primate order. The chapters cover common features and
diversity, and touch on ecology, sociality, life history, and cognition. Text boxes are included
throughout the discussion featuring additional topics and more sophisticated taxonomy. The book
contains a wealth of illustrations, and further resources to support teaching and learning are
available via a companion website. Written in an engaging and approachable style, this is an
invaluable resource for students of primate behavior as well as human evolution.
  anatomy of a silverback gorilla: Gorilla Biology Andrea B. Taylor, Michele L. Goldsmith,
2002-12-05 Gorillas are one of our closest living relatives, the largest of all living primates, and
teeter on the brink of extinction. These fascinating animals are the focus of this in-depth and
comprehensive examination of gorilla biology. Gorilla Biology combines recent research in
morphology, genetics and behavioural ecology to reveal the complexity and diversity of gorilla
populations. The first section focuses on morphological and molecular variation and underscores the
importance of understanding diverse biological patterns at all levels in testing evolutionary and
adaptive hypotheses and elucidating subspecies and species diversification. Following are
discussions of the ecological constraints that influence gorilla social organization and highlight their
surprising flexibility. The book ends with discussions of the conservation status of gorillas and the
many and increasing threats to their continued survival. Giving insight into the evolutionary biology
of these unique primates, this book will be essential reading for primatologists, anthropologists and
evolutionary biologists.
  anatomy of a silverback gorilla: King of the Apes: The Gorilla Niki McNeil, Katie Kubesh,
Kimm Belletto, 2008-03
  anatomy of a silverback gorilla: Gorillas in the Mist Dian Fossey, 2018-10-04 Dian Fossey's
classic account of four gorilla families - one of the most important books ever written about our
connection to the natural world For thirteen years Dian Fossey lived and worked with Uncle Bert,
Flossie, Beethoven, Pantsy and Digit in the remote rain forests of the volcanic Virunga Mountains in
Africa, establishing an unprecedented relationship with these shy and affectionate beasts. In her
base camp, 10,000 feet above sea-level, she struggled daily with rain, loneliness and the
ever-constant threat of poachers who slaughtered her beloved gorillas with horrifying ferocity.
African adventure, personal quest and scientific study, GORILLAS IN THE MIST is a unique and
intimate glimpse into a vanishing world and a vanishing species.
  anatomy of a silverback gorilla: Biodiversity : Structure and Function - Volume I
Wilhelm Barthlott, K. Eduard Linsenmair, Stefan Porembski, 2009-08-19 Biodiversity: Structure and
Function is a component of Encyclopedia of Environmental and Ecological Sciences, Engineering
and Technology Resources in the global Encyclopedia of Life Support Systems (EOLSS), which is an
integrated compendium of twenty one Encyclopedias. The Theme on Biodiversity: Structure and
Function discusses matters of great relevance to our world such as: Characterization of Biodiversity;
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Functioning; Spatial and Temporal Dimensions of Biodiversity Dynamics;
Evolutionary and Genetic Aspects of Biodiversity; Biodiversity Monitoring, Assessment, Data



Management, and Indicators; The Value of Biodiversity; Halting Biodiversity Loss: Fundamentals
and Latest Trends of Conservation Science and Action; Application of Ecological Knowledge to
Habitat Restoration. These two volumes are aimed at the following five major target audiences:
University and College students Educators, Professional practitioners, Research personnel and
Policy analysts, managers, and decision makers and NGOs.
  anatomy of a silverback gorilla: The Chimpanzee: Anatomy and pathology Geoffrey Howard
Bourne, 1969
  anatomy of a silverback gorilla: Evolution of The Brain and Intelligence Harry Jerison,
2012-12-02 Evolution of the Brain and Intelligence covers the general principles of behavior and
brain function. The book is divided into four parts encompassing 17 chapters that emphasize the
implications of the history of the brain for the evolution of behavior in vertebrates. The introductory
chapter covers the studies of animal behavior and their implications about the nature of the animal's
world. The following chapters emphasize methodological issues and the meanings of brain indices
and brain size, as well as the general anatomy of the brain. Other chapters discuss the history of the
brain in the major vertebrate groups that were known about 300 million years ago to determine the
fate of these early vertebrate groups. Discussions on broad trends in evolution and their implications
for the evolution of intelligence are also included. Substantive matter on the brains, bodies, and
associated mechanisms of behavior of vertebrates are covered in the remaining chapters of the
book, with an emphasis on evolution above the species level. This book is of value to anthropologists,
behavioral scientists, zoologists, paleontologists, and neurosciences students.
  anatomy of a silverback gorilla: American Journal of Physical Anthropology , 1971 Vols.
for 19 include an annual supplement: Program of the Annual Meeting of the American Association of
Physical Anthropology.
  anatomy of a silverback gorilla: Hominin Postcranial Remains from Sterkfontein, South
Africa, 1936-1995 Bernhard Zipfel, Brian Richmond, Carol V. Ward, 2020 This volume is the first
source to present an in depth analysis of postcranial fossils, allowing readers to cross compare
standardized data for themselves.
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