
graham allison essence of decision
Graham Allison Essence of Decision: Understanding the Framework That Changed
Political Analysis

graham allison essence of decision is a phrase that resonates deeply within the fields
of political science, international relations, and decision-making theory. This concept
originates from Graham Allison’s groundbreaking work, *Essence of Decision: Explaining
the Cuban Missile Crisis*, a book that revolutionized how analysts and scholars interpret
complex governmental choices, especially during critical moments of international tension.
If you’ve ever wondered how leaders make decisions in high-stakes situations, or why
some analyses fail to capture the true dynamics behind political actions, Allison’s
framework offers invaluable insights.

The Origins of Graham Allison’s Essence of
Decision

To truly appreciate the essence of decision, it helps to understand the historical backdrop
of Allison’s work. Written in 1971, *Essence of Decision* dives into one of the most
perilous events of the Cold War: the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962. This 13-day
confrontation between the United States and the Soviet Union brought the world to the
brink of nuclear war.

Before Allison’s analysis, many explanations for the crisis relied heavily on the assumption
that states act as rational, unitary actors—that is, nations behave like single-minded
individuals making logical choices. However, Allison challenged this view by introducing
multiple models to explain decision-making. His work painted a more nuanced picture,
revealing the complexity of government actions and the interplay of various actors and
institutions.

Understanding the Three Models in Essence of
Decision

One of the reasons why the Graham Allison essence of decision framework remains
influential is its introduction of three distinct models for analyzing political decisions.
These models provide different lenses through which to interpret government behavior.

1. The Rational Actor Model (Model I)

This is the traditional approach where the state is viewed as a single rational entity.
Decisions are made after weighing costs and benefits to maximize national interest. In the
context of the Cuban Missile Crisis, this model assumes that President Kennedy and his



advisors carefully calculated the risks and benefits before deciding on a naval blockade
around Cuba.

While straightforward, this model can oversimplify the messy realities of politics, as it
ignores internal disagreements, bureaucratic rivalries, and miscommunications.

2. The Organizational Behavior Model (Model II)

Moving beyond the idea of a monolithic state, Allison’s second model looks at government
actions as outputs of large organizations following standard operating procedures (SOPs).
Here, decisions result from routine processes within agencies rather than deliberate
choices by a single actor.

For instance, the U.S. military’s implementation of a quarantine around Cuba followed
established naval protocols. Sometimes, organizations act based on their own interests or
limitations, which can lead to unintended consequences.

3. The Governmental Politics Model (Model III)

Perhaps the most groundbreaking, this model views governmental decisions as outcomes
of bargaining, negotiation, and power struggles among various individuals and groups
within the government. Leaders have differing priorities, and policies emerge from
political games rather than pure rationality.

During the Cuban Missile Crisis, Kennedy’s team included hawks and doves, each pushing
their agendas. Understanding these internal dynamics is crucial to grasping why certain
decisions prevailed.

Why Graham Allison’s Essence of Decision
Matters Today

Even decades after its publication, the essence of decision remains highly relevant for
scholars, policymakers, and analysts. Here’s why:

Complexity of Modern Governance: Governments today are more intricate, with
multiple agencies and stakeholders influencing decisions. Allison’s models help
dissect these complexities.

Improved Crisis Analysis: Applying the three models enables a more
comprehensive understanding of crises beyond simplistic explanations.

Policy Formulation: Recognizing organizational limitations and political bargaining
helps in crafting more effective policies and anticipating challenges.



International Relations Education: The framework is a staple in academic
programs worldwide, shaping how future leaders and analysts think about decision-
making.

Applying the Essence of Decision Framework
Beyond the Cuban Missile Crisis

While Allison’s analysis centered on a Cold War event, the essence of decision framework
transcends its original context. It can be applied to various scenarios, from domestic policy
choices to international diplomacy and corporate strategy.

Political Decision-Making

In government affairs, crises like the 2008 financial meltdown or the COVID-19 pandemic
response can be better understood through Allison’s lens. For example, the organizational
behavior model helps explain how bureaucratic inertia can delay critical actions, while the
governmental politics model sheds light on competing interests among agencies or
political factions.

Corporate and Organizational Strategy

Businesses also face complex decisions involving multiple stakeholders, routines, and
internal politics. Utilizing concepts similar to Allison’s can improve decision-making
processes by identifying bottlenecks or conflicting priorities.

Diplomatic Negotiations

International negotiations often involve layers of bureaucracy and political bargaining.
Understanding the essence of decision aids diplomats in predicting outcomes and crafting
strategies that consider internal government dynamics.

Critiques and Evolution of Allison’s Essence of
Decision

No theory is without its critics, and Allison’s work has sparked debates and further
research. Some scholars argue that the models, while illuminating, can be too rigid when
applied to fluid political environments. Others suggest integrating psychological factors or
cultural contexts for a more holistic view.



Nevertheless, the core contribution of *Essence of Decision*—challenging the assumption
of rational, unitary actors and highlighting the complexity of political decision-
making—remains fundamental.

Recent Developments

Modern political science has expanded on Allison’s models by incorporating insights from
behavioral economics, cognitive psychology, and network theory. These developments
enrich our understanding of how decisions are made within and across governments.

Key Takeaways for Students and Practitioners

If you’re studying political science or involved in policymaking, grasping the Graham
Allison essence of decision framework is essential. Here are some practical tips:

Always Look Beyond Surface-Level Explanations: Don’t assume decisions are1.
purely rational; consider organizational routines and political bargaining.

Identify Stakeholders and Their Interests: Mapping out key players helps predict2.
potential conflicts and alliances.

Analyze Standard Operating Procedures: Understanding how agencies function3.
can reveal why certain policies were adopted or delayed.

Apply Multiple Models: Using all three models in tandem provides a richer analysis4.
than relying on one alone.

Context Matters: Always situate decisions within their historical, cultural, and5.
political contexts.

Delving into *Essence of Decision* is more than an academic exercise; it offers a powerful
toolkit for deciphering the intricate dance of power, procedures, and personalities that
shape world events. Whether you’re a student, analyst, or curious observer, Graham
Allison’s insights continue to illuminate the fascinating art and science of decision-making.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main thesis of Graham Allison's 'The
Essence of Decision'?
'The Essence of Decision' argues that understanding government decisions, particularly



the Cuban Missile Crisis, requires analyzing multiple models of decision-making: the
Rational Actor Model, the Organizational Process Model, and the Governmental Politics
Model.

Who is Graham Allison and why is his book 'The Essence
of Decision' significant?
Graham Allison is a political scientist known for his work on decision-making in
international relations. 'The Essence of Decision' is significant because it introduced new
frameworks for analyzing complex government decisions beyond traditional rational
choice theory.

What are the three models of decision-making
presented in 'The Essence of Decision'?
The three models are: 1) Rational Actor Model, which views decisions as rational choices
by a unified actor; 2) Organizational Process Model, focusing on standard operating
procedures of organizations; and 3) Governmental Politics Model, emphasizing bargaining
and power struggles among government officials.

How does 'The Essence of Decision' change our
understanding of the Cuban Missile Crisis?
Allison's analysis shows that the Cuban Missile Crisis was not just a rational decision by a
single actor but involved complex organizational behaviors and political bargaining,
providing a more nuanced understanding of the crisis.

What is the Rational Actor Model in 'The Essence of
Decision'?
The Rational Actor Model assumes that governments act as unified entities making
decisions by logically weighing costs and benefits to maximize national interest.

Can the Organizational Process Model explain
government decisions effectively according to Allison?
Yes, the Organizational Process Model explains that government decisions often result
from established routines and standard operating procedures within organizations, which
can limit flexibility and lead to suboptimal outcomes.

Why is the Governmental Politics Model important in
understanding decision-making in 'The Essence of
Decision'?
The Governmental Politics Model highlights that decisions are outcomes of bargaining,
power plays, and compromise among various government actors, reflecting internal



political dynamics rather than purely rational calculations.

Additional Resources
Graham Allison Essence of Decision: An Analytical Review of a Pivotal Work in Political
Science

graham allison essence of decision is a phrase that resonates deeply within the fields
of political science, international relations, and decision-making studies. It refers to
Graham Allison’s seminal work, "The Essence of Decision: Explaining the Cuban Missile
Crisis," originally published in 1971. This book transformed the way analysts and scholars
interpret governmental decision-making processes, particularly during moments of
international crisis. By dissecting the Cuban Missile Crisis through multiple analytical
lenses, Allison provided a groundbreaking framework that continues to influence both
academic research and practical policy analysis.

Understanding the Essence of Decision

At its core, Graham Allison’s "essence of decision" is about unpacking the complexities
behind governmental choices that appear straightforward on the surface. The book
challenges the simplistic notion that state actions are merely the output of a rational,
unitary actor. Instead, Allison proposes that decisions are better understood through three
distinct models: the Rational Actor Model, the Organizational Behavior Model, and the
Governmental Politics Model. Each model offers a different perspective on how decisions
emerge from a tangled web of actors, institutions, and processes.

The Rational Actor Model

The Rational Actor Model (RAM) is the traditional approach, suggesting that governments
act as single, rational entities aiming to maximize their strategic interests. In the context
of the Cuban Missile Crisis, RAM would depict the Kennedy administration as carefully
weighing options and choosing the best course to avoid nuclear war. This model assumes
clear goals, complete information, and rational cost-benefit calculations.

The Organizational Behavior Model

Contrasting with the RAM, the Organizational Behavior Model shifts focus to the roles of
established procedures and standard operating practices within government agencies.
According to Allison, decisions often result from organizations following their ingrained
routines rather than deliberate strategic calculations. For instance, during the crisis,
certain military and intelligence procedures influenced how information was processed
and how responses were formulated, sometimes limiting flexibility.



The Governmental Politics Model

Perhaps the most nuanced of the three, the Governmental Politics Model views decisions
as outcomes of bargaining, negotiation, and power struggles among various actors within
the government. Rather than a unified front, the administration is seen as a coalition of
individuals and departments with differing objectives and perspectives. This model
illustrates how internal politics, personal ambitions, and inter-agency rivalries shape
policy outcomes.

Impact and Relevance of Graham Allison’s
Framework

Graham Allison’s essence of decision framework has had profound implications for both
scholars and practitioners. By moving beyond the simplistic rational actor assumption,
Allison’s work encourages a more comprehensive analysis of policy decisions, especially in
crisis situations. The Cuban Missile Crisis serves as an ideal case study because it was a
high-stakes, time-sensitive event with multiple competing interests at play.

The book’s influence extends into several domains:

Academic Research: It reshaped political science curricula and research
methodologies by introducing organizational and bureaucratic perspectives.

Policy Analysis: Government officials and intelligence analysts have adopted
Allison’s models to better anticipate internal challenges and decision-making
bottlenecks.

Crisis Management: The work underscores the importance of understanding
internal government dynamics when facing international emergencies.

Comparisons with Other Decision-Making Theories

While Allison’s framework remains influential, it is often juxtaposed with other decision-
making theories such as Prospect Theory, which focuses on psychological biases, and
Groupthink, which examines conformity pressures in decision groups. Unlike these,
Allison’s models emphasize structural and political dimensions rather than individual
cognitive errors. This broader approach allows for a richer explanation of how state
decisions unfold under pressure.



Critiques and Limitations

Despite its groundbreaking nature, Graham Allison’s essence of decision is not without
criticism. Some scholars argue that the three-model approach can oversimplify complex
realities by compartmentalizing factors that often overlap in practice. Others contend that
the models may lack predictive power, serving more as descriptive tools than as
frameworks for forecasting outcomes.

Moreover, the reliance on retrospective analysis of a single case—the Cuban Missile
Crisis—raises questions about the generalizability of Allison’s conclusions. While the crisis
was indeed unique, subsequent studies have tested the models across different
geopolitical contexts with varying degrees of success.

Pros and Cons of the Essence of Decision Framework

Pros:

Provides a multi-faceted lens for understanding complex governmental
decisions.

Highlights the role of internal politics and organizational inertia.

Encourages analysts to look beyond surface-level rational explanations.

Cons:

Potentially compartmentalizes factors that interact dynamically.

Less effective as a predictive model for future crises.

Heavy reliance on a singular historical event may limit applicability.

Legacy and Continuing Influence

Decades after its publication, Graham Allison’s essence of decision remains a cornerstone
in the study of government behavior during crises. His insistence on looking beyond
rational calculation to appreciate the messy reality of politics inside bureaucracies has
inspired a generation of scholars and policymakers. In an era marked by complex global
challenges, from nuclear proliferation to cyber warfare, the insights drawn from Allison’s



work serve as a reminder that understanding the internal mechanics of decision-making is
as important as analyzing external threats.

The continued relevance of this framework is evident in contemporary analyses of crises
such as the North Korean nuclear standoff and the Russia-Ukraine conflict, where multiple
actors, institutional constraints, and political bargaining continue to shape critical
decisions. Consequently, Graham Allison’s essence of decision offers not just a historical
perspective but a living toolkit for decoding the complexities of state behavior in an
uncertain world.

Graham Allison Essence Of Decision

  graham allison essence of decision: Essence of Decision Graham T. Allison, 1971 Examines
the political decisions made during the Missile Crisis.
  graham allison essence of decision: Essence of Decision Graham T. Allison, Philip Zelikow,
1999 This classic book has been substantially rewritten to reflect the significant new American and
Soviet archival sources now available to the researchers. Using the central case of the Cuban missile
crisis as a basic frame of reference, The Essence of Decision teaches readers how to compare and
contrast perspectives on foreign affairs.
  graham allison essence of decision: Theorien internationaler Politik Ursula Lehmkuhl, 2001
Das Buch ist nach dem Vorbild amerikanischer Textbooks konzipiert, ein Genre, das auf dem
deutschen Buchermarkt nach wie vor viel zu selten angeboten wird. Vorgestellt werden
empirisch-analytische Theorien mittlerer Reichweite als Originaltexte. Eine theoriegeschichtliche
Kontextualisierung, Erschliessungsfragen und Literaturhinweise erganzen die Primarquellen.
  graham allison essence of decision: Grundlagen der Verwaltungswissenschaft Ignace
Snellen, 2007-10-08 Kapitel 3 Die öffentliche Verwaltung als Politik-Produktionssystem 51 Politik
und Verwaltung in der Perspektive eines Systems 52 Die öffentliche Verwaltung als Subsystem des
politischen Systems 53 Der „System“-Ansatz und die Machbarkeit einer Gesellschaft (Die 60er Jahre)
55 Von großen Hoffnungen zur Desillusionierung 56 Paradigmatische Probleme und Lösungen: eine
Fallstudie 58 Diagnose auf der Basis einer Systembetrachtung 59 Therapie aus der Perspektive des
Systems heraus 61 Das Paradigma „Politik-Produktionssystem“ auf der Ebene einer Grundannahme
63 „Public sector management, systems and ethics“ 64 Zusammenfassung 67 Kapitel 4 „Angebot
und Nachfrage“-Paradigma der öffentlichen Verwaltung 69 Rational choicetheorie: optimistische
und pessimistische Szenarien 70 Problemlösungen betrachtet durch die paradigmatische Linse 76
„Die Wiederentdeckung des Regierens“ und andere praktische Vorschläge 79 Exogene und
endogene Kritik am „Angebot und Nachfrage“- Paradigma 81 Zusammenfassung der exogenen Kritik
81 Zusammenfassung der endogenen Kritik 82 Zusammenfassung 83 Kapitel 5 Das modernistische
Paradigma: Die öffentliche Verwaltung als Verwissenschaftlichung der Politik 85 Rationale
Wissenschaft und irrationale Politik 87 Die Policy-Theorie als Herzstück der Policy-Wissenschaft und
der Policy-Analyse 90 Probleme und Lösungen auf der Grundlage des modernistischen Paradigmas
94 Die Ausdehnung der Policy-Wissenschaft auf den ganzen „policy”- Zyklus 95 6 Die unendliche
Suche nach (wissenschaftlicher) Rationalität 96 Zusammenfassende Schlussfolgerungen 99 Kapitel 6
Die öffentliche Verwaltung in einer multirationalen Perspektive: das postmoderne Paradigma 100
Ein „vier Rationalitäten“-Modell von öffentlicher Verwaltung und Politik 102Die politische
Rationalität 104 Die rechtliche Rationalität 104 Die wirtschaftliche Rationalität 105 Die
wissenschaftliche Rationalität 106 Spannungen zwischen den Rationalitäten 106 Ein Fallbeispiel 108
Ein zweites Beispiel 109 Zwischenbilanz 110
  graham allison essence of decision: Decision Making Anthony G. McGrew, Michael John

http://www.killa-beez.com/archive-th-110/graham-allison-essence-of-decision.pdf


Wilson, 1982 The analysis of decision making under uncertainty has again become a major focus of
interest. This volume presents contributions from leading specialists in different fields and provides
a summary and synthesis of work in this area. It is based on a conference held at the Harvard
Business School. The book brings together the different approaches to decision making - normative,
descriptive, and prescriptive - which largely correspond to different disciplinary interests.
Mathematicians have concentrated on rational procedures for decision making - how people should
make decisions. Psychologists have examined how poeple do make decisions, and how far their
behaviour is compatible with any rational model. Operations researchers study the application of
decision models to actual problems. Throughout, the aim is to present the current state of research
and its application and also to show how the different disciplinary approaches can inform one
another and thus lay the foundations for the integrated analysis of decision making. The book will be
of interest to researchers, teachers - for use as background reading for a decision theory course -
students, and consultants and others involved in the practical application of the analysis of decision
making. It will be of interest to specialists and students in statistics, mathematics, economics,
psychology and the behavioural sciences, operations research, and management science.
  graham allison essence of decision: Westintegration oder Grauzonen-Szenario? André
Härtel, 2012
  graham allison essence of decision: Decision-Making in American Foreign Policy Nikolas K.
Gvosdev, Jessica D. Blankshain, David A. Cooper, 2019-01-24 This book translates US foreign
policymaking theory into practical analytic tools for those preparing to be national security
professionals.
  graham allison essence of decision: Essence of Decision; Explaining the Cuban Missile
Crisis [by] Graham T. Allison Allison, Graham T, 1971
  graham allison essence of decision: Theorien der Internationalen Beziehungen Xuewu Gu,
2018-08-06 Dieses Lehrbuch versteht sich als Einsteigerlektüre in den Theorienbereich der
internationalen Politik und stellt ihre wichtigsten Theorieansätze und Methoden in der Lehre der
Internationalen Beziehungen systematisch vor. In einem einführenden Teil widmet sich der Autor
zunächst den grundlegenden Fragen der Theorien der internationalen Beziehungen – einschließlich
Theorie und Theoriebildung, Theorieklassifikation und Theoriegeschichte. Daran anschließend
werden die Theorieansätze in vier Denkrichtungen eingeteilt und kurz, aber prägnant dargestellt:
„Realistische Schule, „Liberal-institutionalistische Schule, „Behavioristische Schule und
„Alternativ-Oppositionelle Schule. Ihre Kategorisierung erfolgt dabei entsprechend ihres Blicks auf
ein Grundproblem der Staatenwelt: die Anarchie im Sinne einer fehlenden Regelungsinstanz für
zwischenstaatliche Beziehungen und deren Konsequenzen für die Beschaffenheit der internationalen
Politik.. Die 3. Auflage wurde um die veröffentlichten Neuforschungsergebnisse im Bereich der
Internationalen Beziehungen erweitert.
  graham allison essence of decision: Die Innenpolitik der Außenpolitik Klaus Brummer,
2013-02-26 Welchen Einfluss haben die Interessen einzelner Regierungsmitglieder auf die
Formulierung der Mandate für Auslandseinsätze der Bundeswehr? Bei strukturalistischen
Erklärungen deutscher Außenpolitik, z. B. auf der Grundlage des Rollenkonzepts der „Zivilmacht
Deutschland“, geraten der Einfluss individueller Entscheidungsträger sowie innenpolitische
Entscheidungsprozesse aus dem Blick. Dieser Band rückt hingegen die maßgeblichen
Entscheidungsträger innerhalb der Bundesregierung (Bundeskanzler, Außenminister und
Verteidigungsminister) und deren Zusammenspiel im Entscheidungsprozess in den Mittelpunkt der
Untersuchung. Auf der Grundlage einer erweiterten Variante des von Graham Allison entwickelten
„Governmental Politics“-Modells werden die regierungsinternen Entscheidungsprozesse zu
Einsätzen analysiert, die während der „Großen Koalition“ unter Bundeskanzlerin Angela Merkel
(2005-2009) neu beschlossen wurden. Hierzu gehören VN-geführte Missionen vor der Küste des
Libanon (UNIFIL) und im Sudan (UNAMID) sowie EU-geführte Missionen in der Demokratischen
Republik Kongo (EUFOR RD Congo) und am Horn von Afrika (Atalanta).
  graham allison essence of decision: Klassiker der Sozialwissenschaften Samuel Salzborn,



2013-10-01 ​Es gibt sozialwissenschaftliche Werke, die muss man kennen: egal, ob man Soziologie
oder Politikwissenschaft, Sozialpsychologie, Ethnologie, Erziehungswissenschaft oder
Geschlechterforschung studiert oder sich für sozialwissenschaftliche Fragestellungen aus dem
Blickwinkel affiner Fächer wie Geschichte, Rechtswissenschaft oder Philosophie interessiert.
Klassiker der Sozialwissenschaften stellt 100 zentrale Titel vor und liefert einerseits Stichworte zu
Leben und Gesamtwerk der Autor(inn)en, legt andererseits den zentralen Fokus auf das
Schlüsselwerk, dessen Titel man in jedem Studium hören wird, der als geflügeltes Wort durch die
Feuilletons geistert und zahlreiche Reden schmückt.
  graham allison essence of decision: The Cybernetic Theory of Decision John D. Steinbruner,
2021-08-10 In this classic work, John Steinbruner argues that the time is ripe for exploration of a
new theoretical perspective on the decision-making process in government. He suggests that the
cybernetic theory of decision as developed in such diverse fields as information theory,
mathematical logic, and behavioral psychology generates a systematic but non-rational analysis that
seems to explain quite naturally decisions that are puzzling when viewed from the rational
perspective. When combined with the basic understanding of human mental operations developed in
cognitive psychology, the cybernetic theory of decision presents a striking picture of how decision
makers deal with the intense uncertainty and fundamental value conflicts that arise in bureaucratic
politics. To illustrate the advantages of using cybernetic theory, Steinbruner analyzes the issue of
sharing nuclear weapons among the NATO allies.
  graham allison essence of decision: Vom Wahrheitsanspruch der Kulturwissenschaften Karl
Acham, 2016-10-10 Das Buch bezieht sich auf jene Geistes- und Sozialwissenschaften, deren
unterschiedliche Bereiche – von der Religion über die Kunst bis zur Politik – unter dem
Gesichtspunkt von Wertideen betrachtet werden. Wie diese wirken, hängt davon ab, in welcher
Form und unter welchen Bedingungen sie auf wen treffen. Viele durchaus richtige Analysen und
Prognosen erscheinen einer Gesellschaft deshalb unglaubwürdig, weil diese gerne das als wahr
akzeptiert, was sie bereits für wünschenswert hält. Das besagt in der Regel nichts gegen die
Wahrheit jener Analysen, wohl jedoch etwas über die Missachtung des Unterschieds von Wahrheit,
Geltung und Fürwahrhalten. Ihm vor allem gelten die Ausführungen in diesem Buch, aber unter
anderem auch der Frage nach dem Sinn der Rede von der „Wahrheit als Tochter der Zeit“.
  graham allison essence of decision: Außenpolitikanalyse Klaus Brummer, Kai Oppermann,
2018-11-05 Die um zwei Kapitel erweiterte Neuauflage diskutiert 12 Theorien der
Außenpolitikforschung, die in drei Abschnitte untergliedert sind. Der erste Teil widmet sich den
Großtheorien der Internationalen Beziehungen und arbeitet heraus, in welcher Art und Weise diese
für die Analyse von Außenpolitik fruchtbar gemacht werden können. Der zweite Block diskutiert
Erklärungsansätze, die außenpolitische Entscheidungen auf innenpolitische Einflüsse und Zwänge
zurückführen. Die im dritten Abschnitt des Bandes behandelten Theorien richten ihren Fokus auf
psychologische und kognitive Erklärungsfaktoren auf der Ebene individueller außenpolitischer
Entscheidungsträger. Der Band gibt damit den aktuellen Stand der Theorieentwicklung in der
Disziplin der Außenpolitikforschung wieder.
  graham allison essence of decision: Government Controlled Enterprises Renato
Mazzolini, 1979 Monograph on foreign investment decision making activities of public enterprises in
EC countries - based on a survey of 123 firms, analyses external and internal influences on strategic
and policy formulation, and covers financial policy, the roles of top management, government
administrators, trade union leaders, etc. Bibliography pp. 383 to 391, diagrams, references and
statistical tables.
  graham allison essence of decision: Ambiguity and Deterrence John Baylis, 1995 This text
focuses on the disagreements which existed in British political and military circles over nuclear
strategy directly after World War II. Based on recently released documents, it argues that British
policy in this important area was much more ambiguous than is commonly supposed.
  graham allison essence of decision: The Oxford Handbook of Classics in Public Policy and
Administration Steven J. Balla, Martin Lodge, Edward C. Page, 2015-03-26 This Handbook brings



together a collection of leading international authors to reflect on the influence of central
contributions, or classics, that have shaped the development of the field of public policy and
administration. The Handbook reflects on a wide range of key contributions to the field, selected on
the basis of their international and wider disciplinary impact. Focusing on classics that contributed
significantly to the field over the second half of the 20th century, it offers insights into works that
have explored aspects of the policy process, of particular features of bureaucracy, and of
administrative and policy reforms. Each classic is discussed by a leading international scholars. They
offer unique insights into the ways in which individual classics have been received in scholarly
debates and disciplines, how classics have shaped evolving research agendas, and how the
individual classics continue to shape contemporary scholarly debates. In doing so, this volume offers
a novel approach towards considering the various central contributions to the field. The Handbook
offers students of public policy and administration state-of-the-art insights into the enduring impact
of key contributions to the field.
  graham allison essence of decision: Der Kalte Krieg Heinz Gärtner, 2017-11-06 John F.
Kennedy wusste, dass ein mit der Atomwaffen von USA und Sowjetunion geführter heißer Krieg
wohl das sichere Ende der Menschheit bedeutet. Das Gleichgewicht des Schreckens, das durch
zahlreiche Konflikte immer wieder auf die Probe gestellt wurde, zementiert die Spaltung Europas
und der übrigen Welt in zwei Machtblöcke bis zum Ende des Kalten Krieges. Doch dieser ist nicht
bloß ein historisches Relikt. Die Welt nach dem Kalten Krieg ist geprägt durch die einst
geschaffenen Verhältnisse, wie der Ukraine-Konflikt, der syrische Bürgerkrieg oder die Spannungen
mit Nordkorea eindrucksvoll belegen. Der neue marixwissen-Band bietet daher nicht nur eine
faszinierende Übersicht der politischen Entwicklungen von 1945 bis 1989/90, sondern wagt auch
einen packenden Ausblick in unsere nahe Zukunft.
  graham allison essence of decision: Thinking Strategically: The Competitive Edge in
Business, Politics, and Everyday Life Avinash K. Dixit, Barry J. Nalebuff, 1993-04-17 The
international bestseller—don't compete without it! A major bestseller in Japan, Financial Times Top
Ten book of the year, Book-of-the-Month Club bestseller, and required reading at the best business
schools, Thinking Strategically is a crash course in outmaneuvering any rival. This entertaining
guide builds on scores of case studies taken from business, sports, the movies, politics, and
gambling. It outlines the basics of good strategy making and then shows how you can apply them in
any area of your life.
  graham allison essence of decision: Lifting the Fog of Peace Janine Davidson, 2011-08-29
How military organizations trained for conventional war adapt—or fail to adapt—to nontraditional
missions
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Discover its Old English origins, pronunciation tips, and rising popularity through 2025, plus fun
nickname ideas
Graham (given name) - Wikipedia The forename Graham is considered to be an English and
Scottish given name. [3] Its origin as a surname has led to its occasional use as a female given name,
as for example in the case of
Lindsey Graham Revives Trump’s Russian ‘Golden Shower’ Rumor 2 days ago  Lindsey
Graham Revives Trump’s Russian ‘Golden Shower’ Rumor LEAK LEAKS The South Carolina senator
brought up the 2016 Steele dossier to defend the indictment of
Building Together - Graham Construction & Engineering Inc   Deeply embedded in our
company since its founding, Graham’s values and culture can be summed up by three words:
commitment, integrity and reliability. They create concrete
Meaning, origin and history of the name Graham   From a Scottish surname, originally derived
from the English place name Grantham, which probably meant "gravelly homestead" in Old English.
The surname was first
Lindsey Graham supports Donald Trump for third term in 2028 6 days ago  South Carolina
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) says he would like to see President Trump run for a third term in
2028, even though the 22nd Amendment limits a president to
Graham - Baby Name Meaning, Origin, and Popularity   The name Graham is a boy's name of
Scottish, English origin meaning "gravelly homestead". Well used in England and Scotland since the
fifties, the smooth and sophisticated
Graham - Name Meaning and Origin The name Graham is of Scottish origin and is derived from
the surname "Graeme." It is believed to have originated from the Old English word "grāham,"
meaning "gravelly homestead." The
Graham - Home Innovative Children, Family & Community Nonprofit   Graham provides
support and services, driven by what children, young adults, and families want and need. We listen,
learn, develop, test, and implement innovative initiatives
Lindsey Graham Defends Comey Indictment In The Weirdest Way 1 day ago  Sen. Lindsey
Graham (R-S.C.) on Sunday defended the indictment of former FBI director James Comey with an
eyebrow-raising reference to one of the most salacious and
Graham Name Meaning And Origin: Complete 2025 Guide   Curious about the name Graham?
Discover its Old English origins, pronunciation tips, and rising popularity through 2025, plus fun
nickname ideas
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