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**Understanding STAAR Accommodations Content and Language Supports**

staar accommodations content and language supports play a crucial role in ensuring that all
students, regardless of their learning needs, have equitable access to assessments. The STAAR test,
or State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness, is a standardized testing program used to
measure student achievement in Texas. However, not all students learn or demonstrate knowledge in
the same way. That's where accommodations and language supports become indispensable tools,
allowing students with disabilities or limited English proficiency to fully engage with the test content
and accurately showcase their skills.

In this article, we’ll explore the different types of accommodations and language supports available
within the STAAR framework, explain how they help students, and provide practical insights for
educators and parents aiming to optimize testing experiences for their children or students.

What Are STAAR Accommodations and Why Are They
Important?

STAAR accommodations are modifications and supports provided to students based on their individual
needs, as identified through their Individualized Education Programs (IEPs), Section 504 plans, or
English Learner (EL) status. The goal is to remove barriers that might prevent students from
demonstrating their true academic abilities during testing.

These accommodations can range from changes in test presentation, response methods, timing, and
setting, to more specialized language supports tailored to non-native English speakers. By
implementing these adjustments, educators help create a level playing field, ensuring fairness and
accuracy in assessment results.

Types of STAAR Accommodations Content Supports

Content accommodations focus on how the test material is delivered or accessed by the student
without altering the standard being assessed. Some common content accommodations include:

- ¥*Large print or Braille tests:** For students with visual impairments, these formats make the text
accessible.

- *Read aloud accommodations:** Certain students might have parts of the test read aloud to them,
especially in reading or math tests where reading comprehension is not the primary skill being
assessed.

- ¥**Use of calculators or manipulatives:** On specific tests, students may be allowed to use tools to
assist in computation or problem-solving.

- ¥**Scribing or speech-to-text:** For students who have difficulty writing, a scribe can write down
answers as dictated, or speech-to-text technology can be used.



These supports ensure that students’ disabilities or challenges don’t unfairly impact their ability to
respond to test questions.

Language Supports: Bridging the Gap for English
Learners

English Learners (ELs) often face unique challenges during standardized testing when language
proficiency does not fully match academic ability. STAAR language supports are specifically designed
to help EL students comprehend the test content without simplifying or changing the academic rigor.

Common Language Supports Provided in STAAR

- **Bilingual dictionaries or glossaries:** These tools allow students to look up unfamiliar words during
the test in their native language.

- **Translated test directions:** Instructions may be provided in the student’s first language to clarify
what is expected.

- ¥**Extra time:** EL students might require additional time to process both the language and content.
- *»*Simplified language or oral translations:** In some cases, test directions or questions can be orally
translated or simplified to ensure understanding.

- **Use of native language glossaries or glossaries in English:** Helps students understand key
vocabulary without altering the content.

These supports focus on language comprehension, not content knowledge, ensuring EL students are
assessed on their academic skills rather than their English proficiency alone.

How Language Supports Enhance Student Performance

Research shows that when EL students receive appropriate language supports during assessments,
their performance reflects their true academic abilities. Without these supports, language barriers can
mask students’ knowledge, leading to inaccurate conclusions about their learning progress.

Moreover, language supports help reduce test anxiety and build confidence, which can positively
impact test outcomes. Teachers and administrators should carefully consider each student’s language
proficiency level and needs before selecting the most suitable accommodations.

Implementing STAAR Accommodations and Language
Supports Effectively

Providing accommodations and language supports is more than just a paperwork exercise—it requires
thoughtful planning, reqular practice, and collaboration among educators, parents, and the students
themselves.



Steps to Ensure Successful Accommodation Use

1. **Identify Needs Early:** Review IEPs, 504 plans, and language proficiency assessments well before
testing dates.

2. **Train Educators and Staff:** Make sure all involved understand how to administer
accommodations properly.

3. **Practice Accommodations Regularly:** Students should be familiar with their accommodations
through classroom instruction and practice tests.

4. *Communicate with Families:** Keep parents informed about the accommodations and supports
their children will receive.

5. **Monitor and Adjust:** After testing, evaluate how the accommodations worked and make
changes if necessary.

By following these steps, schools create an environment where accommodations and supports are
seamlessly integrated into the testing process.

Common Misconceptions About STAAR
Accommodations Content and Language Supports

Despite their importance, some misunderstandings persist about STAAR accommodations and
language supports that can hinder their effective use.

- **Accommodations give an unfair advantage:** In reality, accommodations provide equitable access
rather than an advantage. They do not alter the content or expectations but remove barriers.

- **All students with disabilities get the same accommodations:** Accommodations are individualized
based on each student’s unique needs.

- *Language supports simplify the test:** Supports help clarify language but never reduce the
academic challenge of the test.

- **Accommodations are only for testing:** While critical during assessments, many accommodations
also benefit daily classroom instruction.

Understanding these facts helps educators and families advocate for appropriate supports
confidently.

Technology and STAAR Accommodations

Advancements in educational technology have expanded the range of accommodations available. For
example, text-to-speech software, screen magnifiers, and speech recognition tools can support
students during STAAR testing.

Many testing platforms now integrate these technologies, making it easier to provide individualized
supports without disrupting the testing process. However, it's crucial to ensure that students have
ample opportunity to practice using these tools before test day to avoid surprises.



Tips for Using Technology-Based Supports

- Make sure devices are fully charged and functional.

- Train students on how to use assistive technology features.

- Have backup plans in case of technical difficulties.

- Coordinate with testing coordinators to ensure compliance with STAAR guidelines.

When used thoughtfully, technology can significantly enhance accessibility for students requiring
accommodations.

The Role of Educators and Parents in Supporting
Students

Educators and parents are partners in helping students succeed with STAAR accommodations and
language supports. Teachers are responsible for identifying needs, planning instruction that
incorporates accommodations, and coordinating testing logistics. Parents can advocate for their
children, provide insights about their needs, and help reinforce skills at home.

Open communication and collaboration between home and school ensure that students feel
supported and confident when taking the STAAR test.

Understanding and effectively implementing STAAR accommodations content and language supports
is essential to providing all students with a fair opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge and skills.
By tailoring testing environments and materials to meet individual needs, educators and families play
a vital role in fostering student success and academic growth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are STAAR accommodations for content and language
supports?

STAAR accommodations for content and language supports are specific provisions designed to help
English learners access and understand the test content by providing linguistic and content-related
assistance without altering the test's construct.

Who is eligible for STAAR content and language support
accommodations?

English learners who meet the Texas Education Agency's criteria, such as limited English proficiency
and being served under an English learner program, are eligible for STAAR content and language
support accommodations.



What types of supports are included in STAAR content and
language accommodations?

Supports include linguistic simplifications, bilingual dictionaries, visual aids, oral administration in
English, and glossaries that help students comprehend test questions without changing the test's
rigor.

Can STAAR content and language supports be used in all
subject tests?

Content and language supports are available primarily for STAAR tests in grades 3-8 and high school
courses where English learners participate, but availability may vary by subject and grade level as
specified by TEA guidelines.

How do content and language supports differ from other
STAAR accommodations?

Content and language supports specifically focus on helping English learners with language
comprehension and test accessibility, whereas other accommodations may address disabilities or
physical needs.

Is oral administration considered a content and language
support on STAAR tests?

Yes, oral administration of test questions in English is considered a content and language support
accommodation to assist English learners in understanding test items.

Do content and language supports affect STAAR test scores or
performance standards?

No, using content and language supports does not change the scoring or performance standards; they
are meant to provide equitable access without modifying the test's difficulty or expectations.

How can educators determine the appropriate STAAR content
and language supports for a student?

Educators should review the student's English proficiency level, instructional needs, and TEA
guidelines, and collaborate with ESL specialists to select appropriate supports that align with the
student's instructional accommodations.

Additional Resources

STAAR Accommodations Content and Language Supports: Enhancing Accessibility for Diverse
Learners

staar accommodations content and language supports are critical components in ensuring



equitable access to the State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) for students with
diverse learning needs. As Texas continues to embrace inclusivity in education, the implementation of
appropriate accommodations and supports plays a pivotal role in leveling the playing field for English
learners (ELs), students with disabilities, and those requiring linguistic assistance. Understanding how
these accommodations function within the STAAR framework is essential for educators,
administrators, and policymakers striving to uphold fairness and accuracy in student assessments.

Understanding STAAR Accommodations and Language
Supports

STAAR accommodations content and language supports are designed to tailor the assessment
experience to meet the unique needs of students without compromising the integrity or standards of
the test. These supports fall into two broad categories: content accommodations, which modify how
students engage with the test materials, and language supports, which address linguistic barriers that
may hinder comprehension and expression.

Content accommodations can include extended time, small group settings, or the use of assistive
technology, while language supports often involve bilingual dictionaries, glossaries, or simplified
instructions. Both sets of supports aim to reduce extraneous challenges that do not reflect a student's
mastery of the academic content but rather stem from language proficiency or disabilities.

The Role of Content Accommodations in STAAR

Students with disabilities frequently require specific accommodations to demonstrate their knowledge
effectively during STAAR assessments. Content accommodations do not alter the test’s rigor but
adjust the delivery method to suit individual learning profiles. For example, a student with a visual
impairment might receive the test in Braille or have it read aloud by a human reader or text-to-
speech software.

Other common content accommodations include:
» Extended Testing Time: Allowing additional time helps students who process information
more slowly due to cognitive or physical challenges.

e Setting Adjustments: Testing in a quiet, distraction-free environment can benefit students
with attention disorders.

» Assistive Technology: Tools such as screen readers, speech-to-text applications, or
magnification software support students in navigating the test independently.

These accommodations are carefully regulated to ensure they align with the student's individualized
education program (IEP) or 504 plan, maintaining fairness while providing necessary support.



Language Supports Tailored for English Learners

Language proficiency significantly impacts a student's ability to perform on standardized assessments
like STAAR. Recognizing this, the Texas Education Agency (TEA) has implemented specific language
supports within the STAAR program to assist English learners in demonstrating their academic
knowledge without being unfairly penalized for limited English proficiency.

Some of the key language supports include:

 Bilingual Dictionaries and Glossaries: These tools offer direct translations of key terms and
vocabulary, aiding comprehension without simplifying test content.

¢ Read-Aloud Accommodations: Human or computer-assisted read-aloud options enable ELs to
hear the test questions, which can improve understanding, especially for listening and reading
sections.

* Translated Test Directions: Providing instructions in a student's native language helps clarify
test procedures and reduces confusion.

It is important to note that language supports are distinct from accommodations. While
accommodations are often mandated by an IEP or 504 plan, language supports are generally provided
based on English proficiency levels, as determined by assessments such as the Texas English
Language Proficiency Assessment System (TELPAS).

Evaluating Effectiveness and Challenges

The effectiveness of STAAR accommodations content and language supports lies in their ability to
provide equitable assessment conditions without compromising the validity of test results. Studies
have shown that well-implemented accommodations can significantly improve performance for
students with disabilities and ELs, enabling a more accurate measure of their academic abilities.

However, challenges persist. One concern is the potential inconsistency in how accommodations are
applied across districts, which can lead to disparities. Additionally, some educators express
reservations about whether certain accommodations might inadvertently provide an unfair advantage
or alter the test's difficulty level.

Moreover, educators must be trained adequately to administer accommodations and language
supports appropriately. Misapplication can result in invalid test scores or fail to meet the intended
purpose of these provisions. For example, providing a bilingual dictionary to a student who does not
require it could cause confusion or misinterpretation of test content.

Comparison with Accommodations in Other State



Assessments

When compared to accommodations in other states’ standardized tests, Texas's approach to STAAR
accommodations content and language supports is comprehensive yet nuanced. States like California
and New York also provide extensive accommodations and language supports, but Texas places
particular emphasis on integrating bilingual supports given its large EL population.

Texas's provision of translated test directions and bilingual glossaries aligns with best practices
nationwide, but the state's specific guidelines for extended time and assistive technology reflect
tailored responses to its diverse student demographics. This approach underscores Texas's
commitment to culturally and linguistically responsive assessment strategies.

Policy Implications and Future Directions

The ongoing evolution of STAAR accommodations content and language supports reveals the dynamic
nature of educational assessment policy. As Texas continues to diversify, the demand for nuanced
accommodations grows, necessitating continuous policy review and refinement.

Emerging technologies offer promising avenues for enhancing language supports. For instance,
adaptive testing platforms and Al-driven translation tools could provide real-time assistance tailored
to individual student needs. However, these innovations must be balanced against concerns about
test security and fairness.

Policymakers must also ensure equitable access to accommodations across all districts, particularly in
under-resourced areas. Investments in educator training, infrastructure, and monitoring will be crucial
to maintaining the effectiveness and integrity of STAAR accommodations.

STAAR accommodations content and language supports represent a vital intersection of educational
equity, assessment validity, and student empowerment. By continually refining these supports, Texas
can better fulfill its obligation to provide all students with a fair opportunity to succeed academically.
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staar accommodations content and language supports: Community Engagement Findings
Across the Disciplines Heather K. Evans, 2017-08-19 This book is a reference for administrators and
educators at institutions of higher learning who are thinking about taking serious steps to link their
educational mission to helping their surrounding communities. Various research findings across the
disciplines in higher education about integrating community engagement in traditional coursework
are presented. This book provides a multi-disciplinary and multi-method approach to both
incorporating and studying the effects of community engagement (service learning) in the
curriculum. Multiple departments, from Kinesiology to Sociology, as well as various types of classes
(undergraduate, graduate, online, face-to-face, traditional, international) are represented here. Both
qualitative and quantitative work is included. Methods involved include interviews, case studies,
reflections, and surveys. One chapter also uses longitudinal data collection to address the overall
effect of engaging in community engagement during the undergraduate college experience. If you
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are not sure how to study the effects of community engagement on students at your university, this
book is for you.

staar accommodations content and language supports: ELs in Texas: What School Leaders
Need to Know John Seidlitz, Melinda Base, Mdnica Lara, Mary Martin, 2020-06-25 School leaders
need a convenient and accessible resource that integrates the voluminous amounts of information in
their binders, books, and manuals into one easy-to-read resource. The updated (Third Edition) of ELs
in Texas:What School Leaders Need to Know responds to this need with an understanding of the
overwhelming tasks required of school administrators, bilingual/esl coordinators, and instructional
coaches/specialists on a daily basis. This comprehensive resource includes: ¢ explanations of current
policy and law ¢ information and guidance related to * federal and Texas state law for ELs ¢ a
convenient and efficient resource for school leaders at all levels of experience ¢ a collection of
current and relevant statutes, codes, and guidance for leading programs. This resource is best
experienced in the Google Play Books app on your tablet or in the Adobe Digital Edition e-reader on
desktop/laptop.

staar accommodations content and language supports: TEXES Core Subjects EC-6 (391)
Book + Online Luis A. Rosado, Ann M.L. Cavallo, Diane M. Lange, Larry P. Nelson, Kathleen C.
Tice, Dean Ferguson, Jason Wardlaw, 2022-12-21 Targeted Review-Covers all five TEXES Core
Subjects EC-6 (391) exams: English Language Arts and Reading (901), Mathematics (902), Social
Studies (903), Science (904), Fine Arts, Health, and Physical Education (905) Expert Test-Taking
Strategies-Get practical, score-raising advice from our Texas-based test experts. Online Diagnostic
Tests-Get feedback on where you stand, right from the start. Topic-level score reports pinpoint your
strengths and weaknesses and show you where to focus your study. 2 Full-Length Practice
Tests-Balanced to include every type of question you can expect on the actual TEXES Core Subjects
EC-6 (391) test, so you'll be confident and prepared on test day. Book jacket.

staar accommodations content and language supports: TEXES ESL Supplemental (154),
2nd Ed., Book + Online Beatrice Mendez Newman, 2020-10-26 This up-to-date second edition is
designed to help teacher candidates excel on the TEXES ESL Supplemental (154) exam. It's perfect
for college students, teachers, and career-changing professionals who are looking to teach ESL in
Texas public schools. Our comprehensive test prep contains a thorough review of all the domains
and competencies tested. It also includes discussions of key educational concepts and theories. Two
full-length practice tests deal with every type of question and skill assessed on the exam.
--Amazon.com

staar accommodations content and language supports: Innovative Approaches to
Teaching Multilingual Students Mary Amanda Stewart, Holly Hansen-Thomas, 2022-12-01 The
purpose of this book is to guide teachers to understand theory related to teaching multilingual
students and put it into practice in their classrooms. Throughout each chapter, the authors uniquely
bring together relevant theory regarding language (e.g. the multilingual turn, second language
acquisition, translanguaging) literacy (e.g. reading comprehension, new literacy studies,
multimodality), and culture (e.g. funds of knowledge, culturally sustaining pedagogies). The chapter
authors (practicing ESL, bilingual, world language, language immersion, and mainstream teachers)
share how they are innovatively teaching multilingual students by understanding theory and
applying it to their instructional setting. The audience for this book is teachers of multilingual
students who are in the dynamic process of language acquisition. This includes TESOL/ESL,
bilingual, language immersion, and world language teachers, as well as mainstream teachers who
teach bilingual students—essentially all educators in modern society. The book is of particular
interest for teacher education programs since each chapter explains theory and then illustrates
exactly how one teacher put that theory into practice in teaching multilingual students.

staar accommodations content and language supports: TEXES PPR EC-12 (160) Study
Guide 2025-2026 Beatrice Mendez Newman, 2022-02-09 REA's TEXES PPR EC-12 (160) Test Prep
with Online Practice Tests (6th ed.) Gets You Certified and in the Classroom! Fully revised and
updated 6th edition! Our test prep is designed to help teacher candidates master the information on




the TEXES PPR EC-12 (160) exam and get certified to teach in Texas. It's perfect for college
students, teachers, and career-changing professionals who are looking to teach Early Childhood
through Grade 12 in Texas. Written by a leading specialist in teacher education, our complete study
package contains an in-depth review of all four state-defined domains and the 13 competencies,
including discussions of key educational concepts and theories, as well as relevant laws. A diagnostic
test and three full-length practice tests are offered online in a timed format with instant scoring,
diagnostic feedback, and detailed explanations of answers. Each test features every type of question,
subject area, and skill you need to know for the exam. Our online practice tests replicate the
Pearson TEXES question format, allowing you to assess your skills and gauge your test-readiness.
The book includes two of the three practice tests in print. The online tests at REA's Study Center
offer the most powerful scoring and diagnostic tools available today. Automatic scoring and instant
reports help you zero in on the topics and types of questions that give you trouble now, so you'll
succeed when it counts. Every practice exam comes with detailed feedback on every question. We
don't just say which answers are right - we explain why the other answer choices are wrong - so
you'll be prepared on test day. This complete test prep package comes with a customized study
schedule and REA's test-taking strategies and tips. This test prep is a must-have for anyone who
wants to teach EC-12 in Texas!
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