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Map of Germany Austria and Switzerland: Exploring Central Europe's Heart

map of germany austria and switzerland immediately brings to mind a fascinating triad of countries nestled
in the heart of Europe. These three nations are not only geographically connected but also culturally
intertwined, sharing rich histories, vibrant cities, and stunning natural landscapes. Whether you’re
planning a trip, studying European geography, or simply curious about how these countries relate to each
other spatially, understanding their map is a great starting point.

In this article, we’ll dive deep into the map of Germany Austria and Switzerland, uncovering key insights
about their borders, major cities, topography, and travel tips. Along the way, we’ll explore how these
countries interact on the map and what makes their geographical relationship unique.

Understanding the Geography: How Germany, Austria, and
Switzerland Connect

Germany, Austria, and Switzerland form a connected cluster in Central Europe, sharing borders that reveal
both political boundaries and cultural transitions. When you look at a detailed map of Germany Austria and
Switzerland, you’ll notice how these countries fit like puzzle pieces, each contributing distinct landscapes
and regions.

Germany’s Position on the Map

Germany is the largest of the three by area and population, stretching from the North Sea and Baltic Sea in
the north to the Alps in the south. On a map, Germany’s southern border touches Austria and Switzerland,
making these points natural gateways between northern and southern Europe.

Key border states in Germany adjacent to Austria and Switzerland include Bavaria, Baden-Württemberg,
and parts of Saxony. Bavaria, in particular, shares a significant Alpine border with Austria, making it
famous for scenic mountain views and winter sports.

Austria’s Central Location

Austria sits snugly south of Germany and east of Switzerland, often described as the geographic and cultural
bridge between the two. The country is renowned for its alpine terrain, with the Eastern Alps dominating



its landscape. When observing a map of Germany Austria and Switzerland, Austria’s shape is roughly
heart-like, surrounded by Germany to the north, Switzerland to the west, and other neighbors like Italy
and Hungary.

Austria’s capital, Vienna, lies in the northeastern part, quite far from the Swiss border, but cities like
Innsbruck and Salzburg are closer to Germany and Switzerland, making them key points for cross-border
travel and cultural exchange.

Switzerland’s Western Alpine Landscape

Switzerland, often visualized as a land of mountains and lakes, occupies the southwestern corner of this trio.
It borders Germany to the north and Austria to the east, with its western and southern borders touching
France and Italy, respectively. On a map, Switzerland appears more compact but packed with geographic
diversity, from the towering Alps to rolling plateaus.

Swiss cities like Zurich and Basel lie close to the German border, facilitating economic and cultural ties.
Meanwhile, the eastern canton of Graubünden shares a mountainous border with Austria, highlighting the
close alpine connections between these neighbors.

Key Features Highlighted on the Map of Germany Austria and
Switzerland

Maps are more than just borders—they reveal natural features, infrastructure, and cultural hubs that define
a region. The map of Germany Austria and Switzerland showcases several important elements.

Mountain Ranges and Natural Landmarks

One of the most striking features on this map is the Alps mountain range, which runs through all three
countries but plays a particularly dominant role in Austria and Switzerland. The Alps influence climate,
tourism, and transport routes, with famous peaks like the Zugspitze (Germany’s highest point),
Grossglockner in Austria, and the Matterhorn in Switzerland.

Beyond the Alps, you’ll also see the Black Forest region in southwestern Germany and the Danube River,
which flows through Germany and Austria, serving as a major waterway and historical trade route.



Major Cities and Transport Links

The map highlights major cities that act as economic and cultural centers:

- **Berlin** in the northeast of Germany, although far from Austria and Switzerland, is crucial as the
national capital.
- **Munich**, close to the Austrian border, is a gateway for travelers heading into the Alps.
- **Vienna**, Austria’s capital, is a cultural hub known for music and architecture.
- **Zurich** and **Geneva** in Switzerland are global financial centers with strong international
connections.

Transport networks on the map, including highways and rail lines, demonstrate how well-connected these
countries are. For example, the famous train route from Munich to Zurich offers scenic views and efficient
travel between Germany and Switzerland.

How to Use the Map of Germany Austria and Switzerland for
Travel Planning

If you’re considering exploring Central Europe, the map of Germany Austria and Switzerland is an
invaluable tool. Here are some practical tips for using this map to enhance your journey.

Planning Multi-Country Trips

Because these countries share borders and have excellent transport connections, you can easily plan trips
that cover all three in one go. For instance:

- Start in Munich (Germany), then travel south to Innsbruck (Austria).
- Cross into Switzerland via Zurich or Lucerne.
- Use the map to identify key border crossings and train routes that optimize your travel time.

Understanding Regional Differences

The map also helps you appreciate regional variations, such as language and culture. Germany
predominantly speaks German, but dialects vary by region, especially near the Swiss and Austrian borders.
Switzerland is multilingual, with German, French, Italian, and Romansh spoken in different areas.
Austria’s German has its own unique flavor and expressions.



Knowing these regional distinctions, visible on more detailed maps, can enhance your cultural experience
and help you navigate local customs.

Exploring Nature and Outdoor Activities

For outdoor enthusiasts, the map highlights numerous natural parks, hiking trails, and ski resorts. Planning
your route around the Alps allows you to explore iconic locations like:

- The Bavarian Alps near Garmisch-Partenkirchen in Germany.
- The Hohe Tauern National Park in Austria.
- The Jungfrau region in Switzerland.

Maps often also indicate lakes such as Lake Constance, which borders all three countries, making it a
fantastic spot for water activities and scenic drives.

Digital and Interactive Maps: Modern Tools for Exploring
Germany, Austria, and Switzerland

In recent years, digital maps have transformed how we explore regions like Germany, Austria, and
Switzerland. Interactive online maps and GPS apps offer real-time navigation, street views, and travel
recommendations, making your trip smoother and more enjoyable.

Benefits of Digital Maps

- **Customization:** Zoom into specific regions, cities, or hiking trails.
- **Up-to-date information:** Real-time traffic updates and public transport schedules.
- **Language support:** Many apps provide place names and directions in multiple languages.
- **Integration:** Link to booking platforms for accommodations, tours, and attractions.

Popular apps like Google Maps, Komoot for outdoor activities, and local tourism websites all provide detailed
maps of Germany Austria and Switzerland tailored to various interests.

Printable and Offline Maps

While digital tools are convenient, having a physical or offline map can be handy, especially in remote
mountainous areas where internet access may be limited. Tourist offices in all three countries offer high-



quality maps, often free or for purchase, focusing on hiking routes, city layouts, and regional attractions.

Why the Map of Germany Austria and Switzerland Matters
Beyond Geography

Looking at the map of Germany Austria and Switzerland reveals more than just borders—it tells a story of
shared history, economic cooperation, and cultural exchange. The countries are part of the European Union
(except Switzerland, which has numerous bilateral agreements), and their proximity fosters collaboration in
trade, tourism, and environmental protection.

This geographic closeness has also influenced language, cuisine, and traditions, blending unique elements
from each nation. Whether you’re tracing the route of Mozart from Salzburg to Vienna, exploring
medieval castles in Bavaria, or tasting Swiss chocolate in Zurich, the map is your guide to understanding
how these experiences connect.

As you explore the map of Germany Austria and Switzerland, you’ll discover a region that perfectly
balances natural beauty, historical richness, and modern vibrancy—a true heart of Europe waiting to be
explored.

Frequently Asked Questions

What countries are shown on a map of Germany, Austria, and
Switzerland?
A map of Germany, Austria, and Switzerland shows these three countries located in Central Europe,
highlighting their geographical borders and neighboring countries.

How are Germany, Austria, and Switzerland geographically positioned
relative to each other?
Germany is located to the north of Austria and Switzerland. Austria lies south of Germany and east of
Switzerland, while Switzerland is situated to the west of Austria and south-west of Germany.

What are the major cities marked on a map of Germany, Austria, and
Switzerland?
Major cities typically marked include Berlin and Munich in Germany, Vienna and Salzburg in Austria, and



Zurich and Geneva in Switzerland.

How can I use a map of Germany, Austria, and Switzerland for travel
planning?
A map helps identify key cities, transportation routes, and geographic features, allowing travelers to plan
itineraries, understand distances, and explore cultural and natural landmarks across the three countries.

What languages are predominantly spoken in Germany, Austria, and
Switzerland according to their regions on the map?
German is the predominant language in Germany and Austria, and one of the official languages in
Switzerland, where other official languages include French, Italian, and Romansh depending on the region.

Additional Resources
Map of Germany, Austria, and Switzerland: An Analytical Overview of Central Europe’s Geographical
Nexus

map of germany austria and switzerland serves as a vital resource for understanding the intertwined
geographical, cultural, and economic landscapes of these three pivotal Central European countries. Each
nation, while distinct in its identity and governance, shares borders and historical ties that make their
collective mapping essential for scholars, travelers, policymakers, and businesses alike. This article delves
into the nuances of these countries’ maps, exploring key features, regional connectivity, and the strategic
significance presented through their spatial arrangements.

Geographical Context and Significance

Germany, Austria, and Switzerland occupy a central position in Europe, forming a contiguous zone that
bridges Western and Eastern Europe. Their maps reveal a complex tapestry of mountains, rivers, urban
centers, and cross-border corridors that contribute to their regional importance.

Germany, the largest of the three by area and population, stretches across northern and central Europe
with diverse topography ranging from the flat North German Plain to the mountainous Bavarian Alps.
Austria is landlocked and predominantly mountainous, situated in the Eastern Alps, which is a defining
geographical feature. Switzerland, also landlocked and famously alpine, is positioned to the west of Austria
and south of Germany, featuring some of Europe’s highest peaks and crucial transalpine passes.

The map of Germany Austria and Switzerland highlights how natural features such as the Danube River



— Europe’s second-longest river — traverse multiple countries in this cluster, facilitating trade,
transportation, and cultural exchange. The Rhine River, running through Germany and Switzerland, is
another vital waterway crucial for economic activity.

Border Dynamics and Connectivity

Analyzing the borders on the map of Germany Austria and Switzerland reveals a complex network of both
natural and man-made boundaries. Germany shares a roughly 784 km border with Austria and around 348
km with Switzerland. Austria’s western border with Switzerland extends approximately 164 km. These
borders are characterized by mountainous terrain, especially along Austria and Switzerland’s boundaries,
influencing transportation routes and cross-border cooperation.

The Schengen Area, which all three countries belong to, facilitates open borders, allowing for seamless
movement of goods and people. Maps illustrating transport infrastructure, such as highways, railways, and
airports, showcase how interconnected these nations are despite natural barriers like the Alps.

Comparative Analysis of Physical and Political Maps

When examining the map of Germany Austria and Switzerland, it is crucial to differentiate between
physical and political maps. Physical maps emphasize natural features—mountains, rivers, forests—while
political maps focus on administrative boundaries and urban centers.

Germany’s physical map highlights the North German Plain, the Central Uplands, and the Alps to the
south. Austria’s map is dominated by the Alps, covering around 62% of its territory, shaping its climate and
settlement patterns. Switzerland’s physical map is almost synonymous with alpine terrain, with the Jura
Mountains to the northwest and the Swiss Plateau nestled between mountain ranges.

On political maps, capital cities—Berlin (Germany), Vienna (Austria), and Bern (Switzerland)—stand out as
focal points. The distribution of major cities, such as Munich, Salzburg, Zurich, and Basel, reflects economic
hubs and transport nodes critical for regional development. The map of Germany Austria and Switzerland
also reveals federal subdivisions: Germany’s 16 federal states (Länder), Austria’s nine states (Bundesländer),
and Switzerland’s 26 cantons, each with varying degrees of autonomy.

Transportation Networks and Economic Corridors

The map of Germany Austria and Switzerland is instrumental in understanding the extensive
transportation networks that underpin the region’s robust economies. High-speed rail connections link
major cities across the three countries, facilitating commuter flows and international travel.



Key corridors include:

The Berlin–Munich–Zurich–Milan route: Connecting northern Germany with southern
Switzerland and onward to Italy, this corridor is vital for both passenger and freight transport.

The Rhine-Alpine corridor: This multimodal route links the North Sea ports with the
Mediterranean, passing through Germany and Switzerland, serving as a backbone for trade.

The Danube corridor: While primarily associated with Austria, the Danube also connects Germany
through its tributaries, enabling river transport.

Such infrastructure is clearly depicted on transport maps, showing motorways (Autobahns in Germany and
Austria, and Autobahns or motorways in Switzerland), railways, and airport hubs. These maps not only aid
logistical planning but also reflect the economic integration within the region.

Tourism and Cultural Geography on the Map

Tourism is a significant sector in all three countries, and maps play a crucial role in highlighting points of
interest that attract millions annually. The map of Germany Austria and Switzerland often includes
landmarks such as:

Germany: The Black Forest, Neuschwanstein Castle, and the Rhine Valley.

Austria: The historic city of Salzburg, the Viennese Alps, and the Wachau Valley along the Danube.

Switzerland: The Matterhorn, Lake Geneva, and the Jungfrau region.

Specialized maps often showcase hiking trails, ski resorts, and UNESCO World Heritage Sites, reflecting the
rich cultural and natural heritage shared across these countries. Moreover, multilingual map annotations
cater to diverse tourist demographics, enhancing accessibility and user experience.

Challenges and Opportunities in Mapping the Region

Despite the comprehensive nature of existing maps, certain challenges persist in representing Germany,
Austria, and Switzerland collectively. Variations in cartographic standards, language differences, and the



need for up-to-date data pose difficulties for creating unified, detailed regional maps.

However, advances in Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and satellite imagery have enabled more
dynamic, interactive maps that provide real-time information on weather, traffic, and environmental
conditions. Such tools are invaluable for urban planners, environmentalists, and emergency responders
operating across borders.

Furthermore, integrating thematic layers—such as demographic data, economic indicators, and
environmental risks—into the map of Germany Austria and Switzerland holds significant potential for
fostering cross-border cooperation and sustainable development initiatives.

Digital Mapping and Future Trends

In the digital era, the map of Germany Austria and Switzerland has transcended traditional paper formats.
Online platforms and mobile applications now offer high-resolution, zoomable maps with customizable
features. Users can explore satellite views, street-level imagery, and even 3D topographical representations.

These digital maps enhance navigation for tourists and locals, support logistics and supply chain
management, and provide data visualization for researchers. The integration of augmented reality (AR) and
real-time updates on public transport or weather conditions represents the next frontier in mapping
technology.

Moreover, open-source mapping projects and collaborative platforms encourage local contributions, ensuring
maps remain accurate and reflective of on-the-ground realities. This democratization of cartography
complements official sources, enriching the collective understanding of the region.

The map of Germany Austria and Switzerland, therefore, is not merely a static depiction of borders and
terrain but a dynamic tool reflecting the evolving socio-economic and environmental landscape of Central
Europe. Through detailed analysis and continuous technological innovation, these maps serve as
indispensable instruments for navigating the complexities of this interconnected region.
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  map of germany austria and switzerland: Collection of Maps of Germany, Austria and
Switzerland Geographisches Institut. Weimar,
  map of germany austria and switzerland: Germany/Austria/Switzerland Map GeoCenter
International Limited, Mairs Geographischer Verlag Kurt Mair GMbH, 1992-02
  map of germany austria and switzerland: Insight Travel Map, Germany, Austria &
Switzerland Insight Guides, 2000-11-24 For the traveller who needs fully detailed maps, this series
sets new standards in modern road cartography.
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  map of germany austria and switzerland: Lonely Planet Germany, Austria &
Switzerland's Best Trips Lonely Planet, Nicola Williams, Kerry Christiani, Marc Di Duca,
Catherine Le Nevez, Tom Masters, Sally O'Brien, Andrea Schulte-Peevers, Ryan Ver Berkmoes,
Benedict Walker, 2016-03-01 Lonely Planet: The world's leading travel guide publisher Discover the
freedom of open roads while touring with Lonely Planet Germany, Austria and Switzerland's Best
Trips, your passport to uniquely encountering this region by car. Featuring 30 amazing road trips,
from 2-day escapes to 2-week adventures on which you can experience awe inspiring views of the
Swiss Alps or Austrian Tyrol or the picturesque towns and castles of Southern Germany's Romantic
Road, all with your trusted travel companion. Get to Europe, rent a car, and hit the road! Inside
Lonely Planet Germany, Austria and Switzerland's Best Trips: Lavish colour and gorgeous
photography throughout Itineraries and planning advice to pick the right tailored routes for your
needs and interests Get around easily - easy-to-read, full-colour route maps, detailed directions
Insider tips to get around like a local, avoid trouble spots and be safe on the road - local driving
rules, parking, toll roads Essential info at your fingertips - hours of operation, phone numbers,
websites, prices Honest reviews for all budgets - eating, sleeping, sight-seeing, hidden gems that
most guidebooks miss Useful features - including Driving Problem Buster, Detours, and Link Your
Trip Covers Germany, Berlin, Munich, Dresden, Frankfurt, Dusseldorf, the Rhine, Romantic Road,
Lake Constance, Switzerland, Swiss Alps, Lake Geneva, Zurich, Geneva, Austria, Tyrol, Vienna,
Salzburg and more eBook Features: (Best viewed on tablet devices and smartphones) Downloadable
PDF and offline maps prevent roaming and data charges Effortlessly navigate and jump between
maps and reviews Add notes to personalise your guidebook experience Seamlessly flip between
pages Bookmarks and speedy search capabilities get you to key pages in a flash Embedded links to
recommendations' websites Zoom-in maps and images Inbuilt dictionary for quick referencing The
Perfect Choice: Lonely Planet Germany, Austria and Switzerland's Best Trips is perfect for exploring
Germany, Austria and Switzerland via the road and discovering sights that are more accessible by
car. Planning a European trip sans a car? Lonely Planet's Germany, Austria or Switzerland guides,
our most comprehensive country guides are perfect for exploring both top sights and lesser-known
gems, or check out Discover Germany or Discover Switzerland, photo-rich guides to the countries'
most popular attractions. About Lonely Planet: Lonely Planet is a leading travel media company and
the world’s number one travel guidebook brand, providing both inspiring and trustworthy
information for every kind of traveler since 1973. Over the past four decades, we’ve printed over 145
million guidebooks and grown a dedicated, passionate global community of travelers. You’ll also find
our content online, and in mobile apps, video, 14 languages, nine international magazines, armchair
and lifestyle books, ebooks, and more. Important Notice: The digital edition of this book may not
contain all of the images found in the physical edition.
  map of germany austria and switzerland: Germany, Austria and Switzerland Road Map
Harper Collins Publishers, 1999-01-01
  map of germany austria and switzerland: The German Language in a Changing Europe
Michael G. Clyne, 1995-11-16 Recent sociopolitical events have profoundly changed the status and
functions of German and influenced its usage. In this study (published by Cambridge in 1984)
Michael Clyne revises and expands his original analysis of the German language in Language and
Society in the German-speaking Countries in the light of such changes as the end of the Cold War,
German unification, the redrawing of the map of Europe, increasing European integration, and the
changing self-images of Austria, Switzerland and Luxembourg. His discussion includes the
differences in the form, function and status of the various national varieties of German; the relation
between standard and non-standard varieties; gender, generational and political variation;
Anglo-American influence on German; and the convergence of east and west. The result is a
wide-ranging exploration of language and society in the German-speaking countries, all of which
have problems or dilemmas concerning nationhood or ethnicity which are language-related and/or
language-marked.
  map of germany austria and switzerland: The Urban Climatic Map Edward Ng, Chao Ren,



2015-09-07 Rapid urbanization, higher density and more compact cities have brought about a new
science of urban climatology. An understanding of the mapping of this phenomenon is crucial for
urban planners. The book brings together experts in the field of Urban Climatic Mapping to provide
the state of the art understanding on how urban climatic knowledge can be made available and
utilized by urban planners. The book contains the technology, methodology, and various focuses and
approaches of urban climatic map making. It illustrates this understanding with examples and case
studies from around the world, and it explains how urban climatic information can be analysed,
interpreted and applied in urban planning. The book attempts to bridge the gap between the science
of urban climatology and the practice of urban planning. It provides a useful one-stop reference for
postgraduates, academics and urban climatologists wishing to better understand the needs for
urban climatic knowledge in city planning; and urban planners and policy makers interested in
applying the knowledge to design future sustainable cities and quality urban spaces.
  map of germany austria and switzerland: International Maps and Atlases in Print Kenneth L.
Winch, 1974
  map of germany austria and switzerland: Sessional Papers Great Britain. Parliament.
House of Commons, 1894
  map of germany austria and switzerland: German 2, Vol. III: Lessons 91 - 135 Prodigy Books,
2023-07-02 Prodigy Books is committed to providing publisher-quality, low-cost, outstanding
educational content to teachers, students, and parents around the world. This book is the third of
four volumes in German 2, containing lessons 91 - 135. Volume I: Lessons 1 - 45 Volume II: Lessons
46 - 90 Volume III: Lessons 91 - 135 Volume IV: Lessons 136 - 180 This title is part of the Prodigy
Books Textbook Series.
  map of germany austria and switzerland: The Map of Europe by Treaty. Showing the Various
Political and Territorial Changes which Have Taken Place Since the General Peace of 1814. With
Numerous Maps and Notes Edward Hertslet, 2025-07-11 Reprint of the original, first published in
1875. The Antigonos publishing house specialises in the publication of reprints of historical books.
We make sure that these works are made available to the public in good condition in order to
preserve their cultural heritage.
  map of germany austria and switzerland: Cloth Maps, Charts and Blood Chits of World
War II John G. Doll, 2002
  map of germany austria and switzerland: The Position of the German Language in the World
Ulrich Ammon, 2019-08-08 The Position of the German Language in the World focuses on the global
position of German and the factors which work towards sustaining its use and utility for
international communication. From the perspective of the global language constellation, the detailed
data analysis of this substantial research project depicts German as an example of a second-rank
language. The book also provides a model for analysis and description of international languages
other than English. It offers a framework for strengthening the position of languages such as Arabic,
Chinese, French, Portuguese, Spanish and others and for countering exaggerated claims about the
global monopoly position of English. This comprehensive handbook of the state of the German
language in the world was originally published in 2015 by Walter de Gruyter in German and has
been critically acclaimed. Suitable for scholars and researchers of the German language, the
handbook shows in detail how intricately and thoroughly German and other second-rank languages
are tied up with a great number of societies and how these statistics support or weaken the
languages’ functions and maintenance.
  map of germany austria and switzerland: The German-Speaking World Patrick Stevenson,
Kristine Horner, Nils Langer, Gertrud Reershemius, 2003-09-02 This accessible textbook offers
students the opportunity to explore for themselves a wide range of sociolinguistic issues relating to
the German language and its role in societies around the world. It is written for undergraduate
students who have a sound practical knowledge of German but who have little or no knowledge of
linguistics or sociolinguistics. It combines text with practical exercises and discussion questions to
stimulate readers to think for themselves and to tackle specific problems. In Part One Patrick



Stevenson invites readers to investigate and reflect on issues about the status and function of the
German language in relation to its speakers and to speakers of other languages with which it comes
into contact. In Part Two the focus shifts to the forms and functions of individual features of the
language. This involves, for example, identifying features of regional speech forms, analysing
similarities and differences between written and spoken German, or looking at the 'social meaning'
underlying different forms of address. Part Three explores the relationship between the German
language and the nature of 'Germanness'. It concentrates on people's attitudes towards the
language, the ways in which it is changing, and their views on what it represents for them.
  map of germany austria and switzerland: An Improved System of Geography Francis
McNally, 1859
  map of germany austria and switzerland: ,
  map of germany austria and switzerland: Europe, Africa, Asia, and Australia Kenneth S.
Cooper, 1984
  map of germany austria and switzerland: World Directory of Map Collections Olivier
Loiseaux, Section of Geography and Map Libraries, 2012-01-02 No detailed description available for
World Directory of Map Collections.
  map of germany austria and switzerland: History of Germany Peter Wende, 2017-03-21
Even a brief glance at the maps of what has, or might have, been called Germany through the ages
reveals a kaleidoscope of alterations in shape and composition. Though there are elements of
continuity, the history of Germany has been the history of nearly constant change. In this concise
introduction to Germany's fascinating past, Peter Wende provides an approachable historical
interpretation of the key periods and turning points from Roman times to the present. Wende shows
that, throughout the course of 2000 years, German history is actually the history of many Germanies,
and that it can be written neither just as the history of a region nor of a political, ethnic or cultural
formation. Focussing on key points in Germany's political, social and economic development, this
guide is ideal for all those with an interest in the complex and compelling history of one of Europe's
main nation-states.
  map of germany austria and switzerland: Catalogue of the Educational Division of the
South Kensington Museum Science Museum South Kensington London SW7, 1850
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