aac activities speech therapy

AAC Activities Speech Therapy: Enhancing Communication Through Augmentative Tools

aac activities speech therapy has become an essential part of modern speech-language pathology,
especially for individuals who face challenges with verbal communication. Augmentative and
Alternative Communication (AAC) encompasses a wide range of tools and strategies designed to
support or replace spoken language. Whether working with children with developmental disabilities,
adults recovering from stroke, or individuals with complex communication needs, AAC activities in

speech therapy open doors to meaningful interaction and expression.

In this article, we’ll explore how AAC activities are integrated into speech therapy, the types of AAC
tools used, and practical ideas to make therapy sessions engaging and effective. Understanding AAC’s
role can empower caregivers, educators, and therapists to foster more inclusive and supportive

communication environments.

What Is AAC and Why Is It Important in Speech Therapy?

AAC refers to methods of communication that supplement or replace speech for those who struggle to
communicate verbally. These methods range from simple picture boards and gesture systems to
sophisticated speech-generating devices and apps. In speech therapy, AAC is not just a backup plan;

it’s a vital intervention that promotes language development, social interaction, and independence.

Many individuals with speech delays, autism spectrum disorder (ASD), cerebral palsy, or acquired
communication impairments benefit from AAC. It supports their ability to express needs, share
thoughts, and participate in everyday conversations. Integrating AAC into therapy sessions encourages

natural language use and helps bridge the gap between intention and expression.



Types of AAC Tools Used in Speech Therapy

AAC tools can be broadly categorized into two types: unaided and aided communication systems.

Unaided AAC Systems

Unaided systems rely on the user’s body to communicate without external equipment. Examples

include:

Sign language

Gestures

Facial expressions

Body language

These methods are often the first step in AAC activities speech therapy because they require no
additional resources and can be taught quickly. For many clients, especially children, these unaided

strategies complement other AAC tools and build foundational communication skills.

Aided AAC Systems

Aided AAC requires external devices or tools, which vary in complexity:



e Low-tech tools: Picture exchange communication systems (PECS), communication boards,

symbol cards, and notebooks.
* Mid-tech tools: Simple voice output devices or single-message buttons.

» High-tech tools: Speech-generating devices (SGDs), tablets with communication apps, and eye-

tracking technology.

Speech therapists carefully select AAC tools based on the client’s motor abilities, cognitive level, and
communication goals. The right tool helps maximize engagement and language learning during

therapy.

Effective AAC Activities in Speech Therapy

Incorporating AAC into speech therapy requires creativity and a focus on meaningful interaction. Here

are some proven AAC activities that therapists use to encourage communication growth.

1. Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS) Activities

PECS is a popular AAC method where individuals learn to exchange pictures to communicate desires

and ideas. Therapy sessions might include:

* |dentifying and requesting favorite toys or snacks by handing over corresponding pictures.

¢ Building simple sentence strips with pictures to express needs like “l want juice.”



¢ Playing matching games to increase vocabulary and symbol recognition.

PECS activities promote spontaneous communication and can be adapted to various ages and

abilities.

2. Interactive Storytelling Using AAC Devices

Storytelling is a natural way to practice language skills. Using AAC devices, therapists encourage

clients to:

¢ Choose pictures or symbols to create their own stories.
¢ Use speech-generating devices to add narration or dialogue to storybooks.

e Engage in turn-taking by passing the device between participants.

This activity boosts expressive language, sequencing, and social interaction, making therapy fun and

relevant.

3. Social Skills and Conversation Practice

Many individuals who use AAC also work on social communication. Therapy can involve:

¢ Role-playing common social scenarios like greeting, requesting help, or commenting.



* Using AAC apps to generate questions and responses during conversations.

¢ Practicing emotion recognition and expression with visual supports.

These activities help clients navigate real-life social interactions with confidence.

4. Choice-Making and Decision-Making Activities

Empowering individuals to make choices enhances autonomy. AAC activities can include:

¢ Presenting two or more picture options and encouraging the client to select their preference.
¢ Using communication boards to decide on daily routines or activities.

¢ Involving clients in planning therapy sessions by letting them choose games or topics.

Choice-making activities also encourage cognitive skills and reinforce the value of AAC as a

communication tool.

Tips for Caregivers and Therapists to Maximize AAC Success

Integrating AAC into everyday life is crucial for real progress. Here are some practical tips:

* Consistency is key: Use AAC tools regularly throughout the day, not just during therapy



sessions.

Model AAC use: Caregivers and therapists should demonstrate how to use AAC devices or

symbols in natural conversation.

Make it motivating: Tailor activities to the client’s interests to increase engagement.

Be patient: Learning to communicate with AAC takes time and repeated practice.

Collaborate: Work closely with families, educators, and other professionals to ensure consistent

AAC use across environments.

Understanding the individual’s unique communication preferences and needs remains central to

effective AAC therapy.

The Role of Technology in AAC Activities Speech Therapy

Advancements in technology have revolutionized AAC, offering more dynamic and customizable
options. Tablets and smartphones equipped with communication apps provide an accessible platform
for many users. Eye-tracking devices enable individuals with limited motor control to communicate

more independently.

Therapists incorporate technology by:

e Customizing vocabulary sets to match the client’s daily life and interests.

¢ Using video modeling and digital storytelling to enhance learning.



e Tracking progress and adjusting therapy goals based on data collected from AAC devices.

Technology not only broadens communication possibilities but also makes AAC activities more

interactive and enjoyable.

Understanding Challenges and Overcoming Barriers in AAC

Therapy

While AAC activities speech therapy offers immense benefits, there are challenges to consider:
* Resistance to AAC use: Some individuals may initially reject AAC tools, fearing stigma or
frustration.
* Limited access: High-tech AAC devices can be costly and require technical support.
e Learning curve: Both users and caregivers may need training to use AAC effectively.

e Communication partners: Success depends on others understanding and responding to AAC

communication.

Addressing these barriers involves education, advocacy, and ongoing support. Speech therapists play
a pivotal role in guiding families and communities to embrace AAC as a powerful communication

resource.



Ultimately, AAC activities in speech therapy are about unlocking voices—whether through pictures,
technology, or gestures—and enabling meaningful connection. With patience, creativity, and

collaboration, AAC can transform communication experiences and enrich lives in profound ways.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are AAC activities in speech therapy?

AAC activities in speech therapy involve using augmentative and alternative communication methods,
such as picture boards, speech-generating devices, and gesture systems, to help individuals with

speech or language impairments communicate effectively.

Who can benefit from AAC activities in speech therapy?

Individuals with speech and language disorders, including those with autism, cerebral palsy, apraxia of
speech, developmental delays, or acquired conditions like stroke, can benefit from AAC activities to

enhance their communication skills.

What types of AAC devices are commonly used in speech therapy?

Common AAC devices include low-tech options like picture communication boards and communication
books, as well as high-tech devices such as speech-generating devices, tablet apps, and specialized

software designed to support expressive communication.

How do speech therapists incorporate AAC activities into therapy
sessions?

Speech therapists assess the individual's communication needs and abilities, then select appropriate
AAC tools and design activities that encourage the use of these tools in functional, meaningful

interactions to promote communication development.



Are AAC activities effective for children with limited verbal skills?

Yes, AAC activities are highly effective for children with limited verbal skills as they provide alternative
ways to express needs, thoughts, and emotions, which can reduce frustration and support language

development over time.

Can AAC activities help improve social skills in individuals with
communication challenges?

Absolutely, AAC activities facilitate social interaction by enabling individuals to participate in
conversations, express themselves, and engage with peers, thereby improving social skills and

building confidence.

What role do families play in AAC activities for speech therapy?

Families play a crucial role by reinforcing AAC use at home, collaborating with therapists to understand
strategies, and providing consistent opportunities for the individual to practice and generalize

communication skills.

How can technology advancements impact AAC activities in speech
therapy?

Advancements in technology, such as Al-powered speech-generating devices and customizable
communication apps, enhance AAC activities by making tools more accessible, user-friendly, and

tailored to individual communication needs, leading to better therapy outcomes.

Additional Resources

AAC Activities Speech Therapy: Enhancing Communication Through Assistive Technology

aac activities speech therapy represent a vital component in modern speech-language pathology,



particularly for individuals with complex communication needs. Augmentative and Alternative
Communication (AAC) encompasses a range of tools and strategies designed to support or replace
spoken language, enabling effective interaction for those with speech impairments stemming from
conditions such as autism spectrum disorder, cerebral palsy, aphasia, or developmental delays. This
article delves into the nuances of AAC activities within speech therapy, exploring their methodologies,

effectiveness, and practical implementation in clinical and educational settings.

Understanding AAC in Speech Therapy

AAC refers broadly to methods of communication that supplement or replace natural speech. These
methods include unaided systems like gestures and sign language, as well as aided systems such as
picture boards, speech-generating devices, and mobile applications. Integrating AAC into speech
therapy allows clinicians to tailor interventions to individual communication profiles, fostering expressive

and receptive language skills.

AAC activities speech therapy involves structured tasks designed to develop proficiency with these
tools. These activities are critical in helping clients gain autonomy in communication, reducing
frustration, and promoting social engagement. The choice of AAC modalities and activities depends on

the client’s cognitive abilities, motor skills, linguistic competence, and personal preferences.

Types of AAC Activities in Speech Therapy

The diversity of AAC activities reflects the multifaceted nature of communication challenges. Speech
therapists often design exercises that target specific goals, including vocabulary expansion, sentence

formulation, and pragmatic language use. Some common AAC activities include:

e Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS) Tasks: Clients learn to exchange pictures to

express needs or desires, promoting turn-taking and symbolic representation.



Speech-Generating Device (SGD) Practice: Users engage in interactive games or storytelling

using devices that produce synthesized speech, enhancing fluency and device navigation skills.

Symbol Matching and Sorting: Activities involve categorizing symbols or images, which supports

semantic organization and retrieval.

Role-Playing Scenarios: Simulated social situations using AAC tools encourage pragmatic

language use and adaptive communication strategies.

Vocabulary Building Exercises: Targeted sessions for adding new words or phrases on AAC

devices expand expressive capabilities.

Each activity is typically scaffolded to increase complexity over time, ensuring continuous challenge

and skill acquisition.

Evaluating the Effectiveness of AAC Activities

Empirical evidence suggests that AAC interventions significantly improve communication outcomes for
individuals with speech impairments. According to a 2020 systematic review published in the Journal of
Communication Disorders, AAC use in therapy contexts enhances not only expressive language but
also social participation and quality of life. The review highlighted that activities that integrate AAC

tools into naturalistic settings yield better generalization of skills.

However, the effectiveness of AAC activities depends heavily on personalized approaches. For
example, a child with limited fine motor skills may benefit more from eye-gaze systems or switch-
scanning AAC devices, whereas an adult with aphasia might find high-tech speech-generating apps

more suitable. This underscores the importance of comprehensive assessment prior to intervention.



Moreover, therapist expertise and caregiver involvement play pivotal roles in the success of AAC
activities speech therapy. Training family members to support AAC use outside clinical environments
has been shown to reinforce communication gains. Consistency and repetition in AAC practice

promote neural plasticity and functional communication improvements.

Comparing Low-Tech and High-Tech AAC Activities

AAC activities can be broadly categorized into low-tech and high-tech modalities, each with distinct

advantages and limitations.

¢ Low-Tech AAC: Includes picture boards, communication books, and tangible symbols. These
tools are cost-effective, easy to customize, and require no power source. Activities often focus
on symbol recognition, exchange, and sequencing. However, they may limit vocabulary size and

dynamic interaction capabilities.

* High-Tech AAC: Encompasses electronic devices such as tablets with AAC apps, dedicated
speech-generating devices, and eye-tracking systems. These allow for extensive vocabulary,
voice output, and customizable interfaces. Activities using high-tech AAC can involve interactive
games, dynamic storytelling, and real-time communication. The downside includes higher costs,

need for technical maintenance, and potential device complexity.

In clinical practice, speech therapists often blend both approaches, gradually transitioning clients as
skills and needs evolve. For example, starting with low-tech picture exchange activities and

progressing toward high-tech device usage can provide a scaffolded learning experience.



Integrating AAC Activities into Therapy Sessions

Successful implementation of AAC activities speech therapy requires thoughtful integration into
individualized treatment plans. Therapists begin with a detailed assessment to identify communication
strengths, challenges, and preferences. Following this, specific AAC systems are selected, and

corresponding activities are developed.

Steps to Incorporate AAC Activities Effectively

1. Assessment and Goal Setting: Determine the client’s current communication abilities and set

measurable goals targeting both functional and developmental outcomes.

2. Selection of AAC Tools: Choose appropriate AAC methods matching the client’s cognitive and

motor abilities.

3. Design of Targeted Activities: Develop structured tasks that encourage active use of AAC,

embedding opportunities for spontaneous communication.

4. Therapeutic Implementation: Conduct sessions focusing on skill acquisition, error correction, and

reinforcement using AAC tools.

5. Generalization and Caregiver Training: Support transfer of skills to natural environments by

coaching caregivers and integrating AAC into daily routines.

Technology also plays an essential role, with many speech therapy platforms incorporating AAC

features to facilitate remote or hybrid sessions, especially relevant in the post-pandemic era.



Challenges and Considerations in AAC Activities

Despite the benefits, several challenges affect AAC activities speech therapy. Device abandonment
remains a concern, often attributed to lack of user motivation, inadequate training, or social stigma.
Speech therapists must address these barriers by fostering user-friendly interfaces, ensuring culturally

sensitive content, and promoting positive attitudes toward AAC use.

Additionally, the diversity of AAC devices and software can overwhelm both clients and therapists.
Continuous professional development and interdisciplinary collaboration are necessary to stay abreast

of technological advances and best practices.

Privacy and data security also emerge as critical considerations with high-tech AAC systems,

necessitating compliance with healthcare regulations and ethical standards.

Future Directions in AAC Activities for Speech Therapy

Emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence, machine learning, and brain-computer interfaces
hold promise for revolutionizing AAC activities. Adaptive AAC systems that learn user preferences and
predict communication intents could optimize therapy efficiency. Virtual reality environments may also

offer immersive contexts for practicing AAC use in simulated real-life scenarios.

Moreover, increasing emphasis on individualized, culturally responsive AAC activities is shaping
research and clinical paradigms. This patient-centered approach ensures that AAC interventions align

with users’ identities and communication goals, enhancing engagement and outcomes.

The integration of mobile health (mHealth) applications is another frontier, allowing continuous
monitoring and remote coaching. Such innovations may expand access to AAC speech therapy,

especially in underserved areas.



In sum, AAC activities speech therapy is a dynamic field grounded in technology and human-centered
care. Its evolution reflects ongoing commitments to empower individuals with communication

challenges, ensuring their voices are heard across diverse settings and life stages.

Aac Activities Speech Therapy

aac activities speech therapy: Speech-Language Pathology Assistants Jennifer A.
Ostergren, Margaret Vento-Wilson, 2022-12-29 The third edition of the bestselling Speech-Language
Pathology Assistants: A Resource Manual is an essential, practical, and easy-to-use resource for
SLPAs and SLPA educators and their students. The text defines the roles of SLPAs and their
supervisors—offering additional insight into the scope of practice of an SLPA per current American
Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) recommendations—and includes discussions,
strategies, and examples of real-world issues, such as using augmentative and alternative
communication (AAC) and working with individuals with autism spectrum disorder (ASD). Also
included within the chapters are important factors and modifications that can enhance the
effectiveness of treatment activities. For example, using behavioral principles and incorporating
play, literacy, and speech sound remediation into treatment or modifying the clinical interface to
enhance group therapy dynamics for children and adults. Initial chapters are devoted to specific
aspects of an SLPA’s development, such as chapters on ways SLPAs can enhance clinical service
through understanding of goals, lesson plans, data collection, and note-writing. Likewise, chapters
on professional practice offer insight into ethical problem-solving, presenting a professional image,
developing mentoring relationships, working with culturally and linguistically diverse populations,
and the use of self-reflection for self-improvement. These chapters are followed by key principles for
SLPAs to incorporate in clinical services provided to specific populations and disorders. New to the
Third Edition: * Updated ASHA documents throughout, including references to the new ASHA
Speech-Language Pathology Assistant Scope of Practice (2022) and Speech-Language Pathology
Code of Conduct (2020) * New co-author, Margaret Vento-Wilson, brings years of experience in both
professional and academic settings and adds a fresh perspective throughout * Significant updates to
Chapter 11 on using behavioral principles * New contributing authors bringing relevant updates in
the field of speech-language pathology Speech-Language Pathology Assistants: A Resource Manual,
Third Edition is a key resource for enhancing skills and highlighting professional practice issues, for
clinical practicum training or future employment. This is a text both SLPAs and SLPA educators will
want to have on their bookshelves.

aac activities speech therapy: The Promise of Assistive Technology to Enhance Activity and
Work Participation National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, Health and
Medicine Division, Board on Health Care Services, Committee on the Use of Selected Assistive
Products and Technologies in Eliminating or Reducing the Effects of Impairments, 2017-09-01 The
U.S. Census Bureau has reported that 56.7 million Americans had some type of disability in 2010,
which represents 18.7 percent of the civilian noninstitutionalized population included in the 2010
Survey of Income and Program Participation. The U.S. Social Security Administration (SSA) provides
disability benefits through the Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) program and the
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) program. As of December 2015, approximately 11 million
individuals were SSDI beneficiaries, and about 8 million were SSI beneficiaries. SSA currently
considers assistive devices in the nonmedical and medical areas of its program guidelines. During
determinations of substantial gainful activity and income eligibility for SSI benefits, the reasonable
cost of items, devices, or services applicants need to enable them to work with their impairment is
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subtracted from eligible earnings, even if those items or services are used for activities of daily
living in addition to work. In addition, SSA considers assistive devices in its medical disability
determination process and assessment of work capacity. The Promise of Assistive Technology to
Enhance Activity and Work Participation provides an analysis of selected assistive products and
technologies, including wheeled and seated mobility devices, upper-extremity prostheses, and
products and technologies selected by the committee that pertain to hearing and to communication
and speech in adults.

aac activities speech therapy: School Programs in Speech-Language Pathology Jean L.
Blosser, 2024-02-01 The seventh edition of School Programs in Speech-Language Pathology:
Organization and Service Delivery is an insightful, innovative, and practical resource for university
faculty and students, experienced speech-language pathologists (SLPs), program leaders, school
administrators, and education partners. The organization and content of the book are structured to
stimulate creative thinking about how to improve the quality and effectiveness of speech-language
services in schools so students with communication disorders reach their highest potential.
Challenges due to the complex and ever-changing education landscape are thoughtfully explored. A
fresh perspective on establishing service delivery practices and processes is offered. The concept of
service delivery is broadened by aligning classroom instruction and intervention goals and preparing
educators and families to support student success. School Programs encourages SLPs to embrace
their roles and responsibilities and describes their participation in the MTSS process utilizing an
innovative six-stage collaborative approach that results in evidence-based, effective, coordinated,
and efficient services. Guidelines are recommended for SLPs to actively participate on school teams
to gain and exchange pertinent knowledge; identify school demands and expectations; and
collaborate with fellow education partners to ensure that instruction, intervention, and services are
educationally relevant and coordinated. Key Features * Authentic examples and strategies to
reinforce the key concepts * Service delivery approaches versus specific assessment and treatment
methods for specific disorders as is often presented in other books * Chapter Learning Objectives at
the beginning of each chapter establish the theme and goals for the chapter * Chapter summary
questions and projects reinforce concepts and facilitate practical application New to This Edition *
Notable advances in the evolution of school speech-language pathology service delivery * Six-stage
framework for effective collaboration with education partners * Strategies to ensure educationally
relevant intervention and services that contribute to students’ success in home, school, work, and
community * Additional practical resources such as replicable worksheets and forms to promote
meaningful interactions with educators and parents to improve the quality of referrals, intervention,
and progress monitoring * Positive examples of advocacy in action * Thought-provoking questions
and projects to stimulate personal and professional reflection

aac activities speech therapy: A Guide to School Services in Speech-Language
Pathology Trici Schraeder, Courtney Seidel, 2020-04-22 A Guide to School Services in
Speech-Language Pathology, Fourth Edition serves as a comprehensive textbook for school-based
speech-language pathology (SLP) courses and college students who are ready to embark on their
student teaching experiences. With its summaries of cutting-edge research, evidence-based clinical
approaches, workload solutions, and strategies for professionalism, the book is also a useful
resource for practicing, school-based SLPs. The text begins by providing a brief history of
school-based SLP services. It highlights the legal mandates set forth in the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Improvement Act; provides a review of the No Child Left Behind Act; offers
new information about the Every Student Succeeds Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act; and
summarizes court cases that have influenced and shaped school services. Then, the text delves into a
description of service delivery models; provides valuable information about a workload analysis
approach to caseload standards in schools; offers examples of how to write IEPs that reflect
workload solutions; shares examples of implementation strategies; and offers concrete, real-life
workload success stories. In addition, this text provides practical strategies for using evidence-based
practice, proactive behavior management, conflict resolution, professional collaboration,



conferencing and counseling skills, cultural competencies, goal writing, informal assessment
procedures, and testing accommodations, including methods for conducting assessments for dual
language learners. The final chapter provides the evidence base for links between language, literacy,
and the achievement of school standards. This chapter is a must-read for every school SLP. New to
the Fourth Edition: * New coauthor, Courtney Seidel, MS, CCC-SLP. * Examples of how to write IEPs
that reflect workload. * Current court cases that have influenced school practice. * Information on
implementing the 3:1 Model of service delivery and other evidence-based workload solutions. *
Information on conducting assessments with dual language learners as well as evidence-based
clinical strategies for this growing population. * Strategies to combat compassion fatigue. *
Information about behavior management, conflict resolution, and mindfulness training. * Updated
tables of evidence-based clinical strategies related to each disorder type. * Updated references
throughout to reflect the current state of research. Key Features: * End of chapter summaries and
questions to refresh critical information and improve comprehension. * Related vocabulary at the
beginning of each chapter. * Real-life scenarios based on experiences from public school SLPs. *
Links to useful strategies, materials, and resources such as the ASHA workload calculator and free
Apps for intervention purposes. * An Oral Language Curriculum Standards Inventory (OLCSI) that
provides checklists of what students should know and be able to do at each grade level from Pre-K to
12th grade. The OLCSI is a must-have tool for every school-based SLP. * Information and strategies
about current topics such as Telepractice, children affected by the opioid crisis, assessment of dual
language learners, and much more! Disclaimer: Please note that ancillary content (such as
documents, audio, and video, etc.) may not be included as published in the original print version of
this book.

aac activities speech therapy: Fundamentals of AAC Nerissa Hall, Jenifer
Juengling-Sudkamp, Michelle L. Gutmann, Ellen R. Cohn, 2022-03-11 Fundamentals of AAC: A
Case-Based Approach to Enhancing Communication is a course-friendly textbook designed to walk
readers through the theoretical and clinical underpinnings of assessment, intervention, and
consultation for individuals with complex communication needs across the lifespan. Augmentative
and alternative communication (AAC) encompasses a variety of communication methods and is used
by those with a wide range of speech and language impairments. With a consistent framework and
descriptive case studies, as well as input from various stakeholders, readers can gain a
comprehensive understanding of the needs of persons who use AAC and how to provide them with
ethically and culturally considerate support. Unlike other texts on this topic, this book empowers the
reader to visualize AAC in action. Each chapter offers evidence-based information about the topic
along with a case study. The case studies combined with short essays from various stakeholders
illustrate the variety of ways in which AAC can enhance an individual’s connection with their
communication partners and community, and the role of the speech-language pathologist as integral
to this process. Intended to easily translate into a 6-, 8-, or 13-week semester course, this textbook is
divided into seven distinct sections: Section I provides an overview of AAC, no-tech, mid-tech, and
high-tech AAC systems, as well as mobile technology and advancing technology. Section II discusses
cultural and linguistic responsivity and how this underlies AAC systems and services. Section III
reviews AAC assessment, intervention and implementation for toddlers, preschoolers, and
school-aged individuals, along with goal-writing and data collection. Section IV covers assessment,
intervention, and implementation for young adults and adults needing AAC. Section V offers the
reader detailed information and rich examples of the application of AAC for persons with
developmental disabilities. Section VI provides the theoretical foundation and exemplar case studies
of AAC for persons with acquired disabilities. Section VII details consultation and training for
various stakeholders, as well as tele-AAC services. Key Features: * Overviews with key terms set the
stage for each section * 36 case studies with questions and visuals to clearly depict each case *
Boxes with practical tips and expert advice

aac activities speech therapy: Language Development: Foundations, Processes, and
Clinical Applications Nina Capone Singleton, Brian B. Shulman, 2013-04-15 Language



Development: Foundations, Processes, and Clinical Applications, Second Edition provides an
accessible overview of language development covering the typical course of language development
within the clinical context of language assessment and intervention. The Second Edition examines
the biological, developmental, and environmental systems of neurotypical children, and the role of
these systems as linguistic input in the child’s environment contributing to language development.
This comprehensive resource, written and contributed by over 20 experts in the field, provides
students with an understanding of the foundations of language development in terms of each
individual child’s communication needs. With case studies woven throughout the text, students are
able to follow the progress of children with normal language development as well as those showing
signs of problems. These cases and clinical practice applications will help students prepare for the
clinical challenges they will face in their professional careers. Every year, new information, new
theories, and new evidence are published about development to explain the complexities that create
and facilitate the language acquisition process. The authors who have contributed to this text
provide the latest research and perspectives on language development among neurotypical children.
This valuable text bridges biological, environmental, technological, and professional venues to
advance the development of professionals and children alike. What’s new in the Second Edition?
New chapter on syntactic development including morphology * New chapter covering school-age
language * New case study highlighting school-age language ¢ Expanded content on morphology
including morphological analysis Instructor Resources: PowerPoint Presentations, Test Bank Student
Resources: Companion Website Every new copy of the text includes an access code for the
companion website. eBook offerings do not include an access code.

aac activities speech therapy: Common Core State Standards and the Speech-Language
Pathologist Lissa A. Power-deFur, 2015-10-01 Common Core State Standards and the
Speech-Language Pathologist: Standards-Based Intervention for Special Populations is a tool for the
analysis of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and the development of interventions to meet
student-specific needs. The CCSS is an education initiative in the United States that details what
K-12 students should understand in English language arts and mathematics by the end of each
grade. The initiative seeks to establish consistent education standards across the United States and
ensure that graduating students are prepared to enter college or the workforce. As of 2015,
forty-three states had adopted the CCSS. With the implementation of the CCSS, it is critical that
speech-language pathologists collaborate with educators to enable the success of students with
communication disorders as well as English language learners. This text offers a practical approach
for application of the CCSS with a parallel analysis of children's strengths and needs to create a
template for intervention. It addresses strategies to facilitate the success of students in accessing
and achieving the expectations of the general curriculum, with a focus on students with
communication disorders, hearing loss, vision loss, deaf-blindness, specific learning disabilities,
autism, multiple disabilities, and English language learners. Key features include: Background and
implications of the CCSSChapters written by experts in the fieldTools for analysis of the language
expectations of the CCSS and a framework for aligning intervention (both direct and
classroom-based) with the CCSS for students at elementary and secondary levelsCollaboration
strategies to facilitate success in the classroomMultiple case studies Common Core State Standards
and the Speech-Language Pathologist is a must-have resource for any speech-language pathologist
working with children, as well as their education and administration partners.

aac activities speech therapy: End-of-Life Care Considerations for the Speech-Language
Pathologist Helen Sharp, Amanda Stead, 2024-01-11 The crucial role of speech-language
pathologists (SLPs) in hospice and palliative settings receives a long-overdue focus in End-of-Life
Care Considerations for the Speech-Language Pathologist, the fifth volume in Plural’s Medical
Speech-Language Pathology book series. Seasoned clinicians provide a practical guide to the
terminology, context, and knowledge needed to employ best practices and address the specific needs
of patients nearing the end of life. As a profession, speech-language pathology focuses primarily on
rehabilitation, with the expectation that patients’ function will improve with intervention. For



patients with life-limiting conditions, SLPs play an important role in supporting patients’
communication, cognition, eating, drinking, and swallowing with an emphasis on quality of living.
Clinical professionals require tailored resources to develop their knowledge and skills related to
appropriate care and treatment in hospice and palliative care contexts, which have been hard to find
until now. Nearly all patients experience difficulties with communication and eating as they near the
end of life. Patients, family members, and professionals benefit if the patient can communicate their
symptoms, indicate the effectiveness of symptom management strategies, participate in setting care
goals, and engage in social-emotional and spiritual conversations with family and members of the
care team. This book provides SLP professionals guidance in how to offer meaningful assessments
and interventions that meet patients’ needs. The book contains case examples together with the
latest research and contributing clinicians’ years of experience. Supported by these effective and
thoughtful strategies, SLPs can offer both comfort and care for patients in their final days. Key
Features: * An overview of and introduction to the key concepts and benefits of hospice and
palliative care * Guidance on terminology and standard models of end-of-life care * Adult and
pediatric case studies with frequently encountered scenarios * Chapters authored by a renowned
team of contributors * Discussion of legal and ethical considerations * Practical techniques and
strategies for assessment and intervention

aac activities speech therapy: Journal of Speech-language Pathology and Audiology , 1995

aac activities speech therapy: Augmentative and Alternative Communication Filip Loncke,
2020-10-09 Augmentative and Alternative Communication: Models and Applications, Second Edition
describes augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) comprehensively and offers a
framework for understanding how AAC intervention can be used in the process of communication.
This textbook is intended to serve as the primary text for graduate-level courses in augmentative and
alternative communication in speech-language pathology programs. It also serves as an essential
resource for practicing clinicians. AAC is used by an ever-growing group of individuals of all ages,
each with their own personal and communication needs. The book presents the various AAC
interventions and teaches the prospective clinician which intervention may be effective depending
on the needs, condition, and prognosis of the client. The text details how communication is shaped
by internal and external factors and how communication affects social functioning. New to the
Second Edition: * A revised introductory chapter reflecting recent changes in the field * Thoroughly
updated chapters on technology, vocabulary, and assessment * Reorganization of the chapters for a
more natural flow of information * New and revised artwork throughout including images, tables,
and charts * New and expanded case studies covering different types of communicators, their needs,
and AAC solutions Expanded coverage on the following topics: * The debate on core vocabulary and
discussion of best practices * Perspectives and views from AAC users * Ethics in AAC service
delivery * Research issues

aac activities speech therapy: Early Childhood Music Therapy and Autism Spectrum Disorder,
Second Edition Petra Kern, Marcia Humpal, 2018-11-21 This extended edition offers a
comprehensive understanding of music therapy practice for young children with Autism Spectrum
Disorder (ASD) and their families. Drawing on recent research and rigorous scientific evidence, it
spans topics such as effective interventions, diagnostic criteria, managing sensory processing issues,
inclusion and advocacy.

aac activities speech therapy: Communication and Sensory Loss Kathryn Crowe,
2024-08-14 This collection explores communication differences in individuals with sensory
impairment/loss relevant to health and education students and professionals. Children and adults
with hearing, vision, and dual sensory impairment/ loss may experience differences and/or
difficulties with communication. This book goes beyond describing sensory loss to encourage
readers to think about sensory loss and communication as part of a biopsychosocial view of health
and the intersecting identities of the clients and families that they service. The book takes a
strengths-based, evidence-informed approach and utilises the International Classification of
Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF) of the World Health Organization (WHO). Each chapter



focuses on either children or adults with hearing, vision, dual sensory impairment/loss, or sensory
loss and complex communication needs. Each chapter introduces the group described in the chapter
and issues around appropriate use of terminology, followed by a discussion of the sensory
impairment/loss and communication needs considered within each component of the ICF. Chapters
conclude with case studies highlighting cultural and linguistic diversity, high-resourced and low-
resourced contexts, and intersecting identities in which the framework of the ICF is applied. This
book is a valuable resource for scholars, educators, and clinicians interested in evidence-based
practices to support their work with individuals experiencing sensory loss.

aac activities speech therapy: Assistive Technology Assessment Handbook Stefano
Federici, Marcia Scherer, 2012-03-26 The process of matching a person who has a disability with the
most appropriate assistive technology requires a series of assessments, typically administered by
multidisciplinary teams at specialized centers for technical aid. Assistive Technology Assessment
Handbook fills the need for a reference that helps assistive technology experts perform assessments
that more effectively connect the person and the technology. Emphasizing the well-being of the
individual with a disability, the book proposes an ideal model of the assistive technology assessment
process and outlines how this model can be applied in practice internationally. Organized into three
parts, the handbook: Gives readers a toolkit for performing assessments Describes the roles of the
assessment team members, among them the new profession of the psychotechnologist, who is skilled
in understanding individuals and their psychosocial and technological needs and preferences
Reviews cutting-edge technologies for rehabilitation and independent living, including
brain-computer interfaces and microswitches The book synthesizes information scattered
throughout the international literature, focusing on aspects that are particularly representative or
innovative. It also addresses the challenges posed by the variety of health and social care systems
and the different ways that individuals who need aid are defined—are they users, patients, clients, or
consumers, and how does that affect the assessment? Edited by Stefano Federici and Marcia ].
Scherer, internationally renowned leaders in the field of assistive technology assessment, this
cross-cultural handbook includes contributions from leading experts across five continents. Guiding
readers in matching the person and the appropriate assistive technology, it offers a framework for
future practice and research. Listen to Stefano Federici talk about the handbook.

aac activities speech therapy: Augmentative and Alternative Communication Intervention
Janet L. Dodd, 2017-06-30 Augmentative and Alternative Communication Intervention: An Intensive,
Immersive, Socially Based Delivery Model is ideal for school-based speech-language pathologists
(SLPs) and an excellent resource for interventionists (special education teachers, ABA therapists)
and SLPs working in other settings who wish to develop an intensive, immersive Augmentative and
Alternative Communication (AAC)-based intervention through a three-phase intervention process:
assessment, intervention planning, and intervention implementation. Written by an SLP who has
worked in a public school setting and saw to the application of theory to practice, the text provides
detailed information regarding working with children who have complex communication needs and
the background knowledge necessary for successful implementation of the intervention approach.
Included are considerations for vocabulary selection for the beginning communicator, how to create
a symbolically rich environment, detailed intervention approaches, and progress monitoring
strategies that establish appropriate, measurable goals. AAC will no longer be an alternative means
of communication but a best practice means of teaching communication in the SLP's or
interventionist's repertoire. Making the leap from the theoretical to the practical, this essential
book: Describes the intervention needs of children with complex communication needs and the
limitations of current approaches (e.g., PECS, Milieu Training, Functional Communication
Training).Operationally defines the goal of AAC intervention, discussing its complexities, including
the limitations of a pull-out model.Introduces the Intensive, Immersive, Socially Based Approach to
Intervention and briefly describes each phase of the intervention process.Discusses how AAC
assessments differ from traditional assessments of speech and language skills, as well as provides an
overview of different assessment models and their contribution to the intervention process.Examines



the importance of training support staff to key components of this intervention model.Contains
information on the application of language-based intervention strategies to AAC.Talks about the
importance of progress monitoring and how to use functional communication measures and
communication sampling, a new and innovative technique developed by the author, to monitor
progress.Provides example lesson plans and example goals addressing each area of communicative
competence.*Disclaimer: Please note that ancillary content (such as documents, audio, and video,
etc.) may not be included as published in the original print version of this book.

aac activities speech therapy: Handbook of Neurologic Music Therapy Michael H. Thaut,
Volker Homberg, 2025-02-22 Neurologic Music Therapy (NMT) is a form of music therapy developed
for people suffering from cognitive, sensory, or motor dysfunctions - arising from neurological
diseases of the nervous system. People who can benefit from this therapy include sufferers from:
stroke, traumatic brain injury, Parkinson's and Huntington's disease, cerebral palsy, Alzheimer's
disease, autism, and other neurological diseases affecting cognition, movement, and communication
(e.g., MS, Muscular Dystrophy, etc). The Handbook of Neurologic Music Therapy is a comprehensive
landmark text presenting a new and revolutionary model of music in rehabilitation, therapy and
medicine that is scientifically validated and clinically tested. It presents a field that is practiced by
over 4000 NMT certified clinicians in over 70 countries. In this second edition, the book is fully
updated and revised with new research updates in the field and extends the original clinical chapter
content.

aac activities speech therapy: Principles and Practices in Augmentative and Alternative
Communication Donald Fuller, Lyle Lloyd, 2024-06-01 A definitive textbook for students in
speech-language pathology, audiology, and communication sciences and disorders, Principles and
Practices in Augmentative and Alternative Communication offers students an introduction to
augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) and prepares them for working with clients with
complex communication needs. Editors Drs. Donald R. Fuller and Lyle L. Lloyd and their
contributors provide a foundation for the development of assessment and intervention procedures
and practices within the framework of the communication model and its major components: the
means to represent, the means to select, and the means to transmit. Principles and Practices in
Augmentative and Alternative Communication consists of five major units: An introduction to AAC,
from its history to current practice An overview of AAC symbols and a comprehensive discussion of
aided and unaided symbols A review of AAC technology The components of AAC assessment:
principles, vocabulary, symbol selection, and the prescription of AAC technology AAC intervention:
everything from the components of the intervention process to examples from specific cases and
settings Included with the text are online supplemental materials for faculty use in the classroom.
Students and professionals looking for a foundational textbook in the field of AAC will find Principles
and Practices in Augmentative and Alternative Communication to be effective, contemporary, and
practical.

aac activities speech therapy: Language Development Brian Shulman, Nina Capone,
2010-11-15 Health Sciences & Professions

aac activities speech therapy: Autism Spectrum Disorder Christopher ]J. McDougle, 2016
The Primer on Autism Spectrum Disorder provides a quick yet comprehensive overview of
clinically-relevant topics related to autism spectrum disorder (ASD) for the medical or mental health
student, trainee, or recent graduate who seeks efficient learning. Aspects of diagnosis, etiology,
treatment and care delivery systems are covered by leading experts. Clinical vignettes, highlighted
Key Points, and illustrative photos, figures and tables are used to enhance the learning experience
for the reader.

aac activities speech therapy: Cook & Hussey's Assistive Technologies Albert M. Cook, Janice
Miller Polgar, 2008-01-01 It's here: the latest edition of the one text you need to master assistive
strategies, make confident clinical decisions, and help improve the quality of life for people with
disabilities. Based on the Human Activity Assistive Technology (HAAT) model, Assistive
Technologies: Principles and Practice, 4th Edition provides detailed coverage of the broad range of




devices, services, and practices that comprise assistive technology, and focuses on the relationship
between the human user and the assisted activity within specific contexts. Updated and expanded,
this new edition features coverage of new ethical issues, more explicit applications of the HAAT
model, and a variety of global issues highlighting technology applications and service delivery in
developing countries. Human Activity Assistive Technology (HAAT) framework demonstrates
assistive technology within common, everyday contexts for more relevant application. Focus on
clinical application guides you in applying concepts to real-world situations. Review questions and
chapter summaries in each chapter help you assess your understanding and identify areas where
more study is needed. Content on the impact of AT on children and the role of AT in play and
education for children with disabilities demonstrates how AT can be used for early intervention and
to enhance development. Coverage of changing AT needs throughout the lifespan emphasizes how
AT fits into people's lives and contributes to their full participation in society. Principles and practice
of assistive technology provides the foundation for effective decision-making. NEW! Global issues
content broadens the focus of application beyond North America to include technology applications
and service delivery in developing countries. NEW! Ethical issues and occupational justice content
exposes you to vital information as you start interacting with clients. NEW! More case studies added
throughout the text foster an understanding of how assistive technologies are used and how they
function. NEW! Updated content reflects current technology and helps keep you current. NEW!
Explicit applications of the HAAT model in each of the chapters on specific technologies and more
emphasis on the interactions among the elements make content even easier to understand.

aac activities speech therapy: Reauthorization of the Technology-related Assistance for
Individuals with Disabilities Act United States. Congress. House. Committee on Education and
Labor. Subcommittee on Select Education and Civil Rights, 1994 This text of a hearing on the
reauthorization of the Technology Related Assistance for Individuals with Disabilities Act of 1988
addresses such issues as clearer standards of accountability, establishment of low-interest loan
programs for consumers, increased assistive technology training, outreach to minority populations,
dissemination of information across State lines, and continued development of assistive
technologies. The text contains delivered statements by representatives of the United Cerebral Palsy
Association, the New York State Department of Education, the North Carolina Assistive Technology
Project, the New Mexico Technology-Related Assistance Project, the Office of Special Education and
Rehabilitative Services, the Office of Management and Budget, and the National Institute on
Disability and Rehabilitation Research. Additional prepared statements and supplementary materials
are included from the Electronic Industries Association Consumer Electronics Group and
Congressional representatives Harris W. Fawell (Illinois) and Major R. Owens (New York). (DB)
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