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Journal of Political Theology: Exploring the Intersection of Faith and Power

journal of political theology serves as a vital platform for scholars, theologians, and
political theorists to explore the dynamic relationship between religion and politics. This
interdisciplinary field seeks to understand how theological concepts influence political
ideologies, governance structures, and social movements, and conversely, how political
contexts shape religious thought and practice. As contemporary issues increasingly blur
the lines between faith and state, the journal of political theology offers critical insights
into these complex interactions.

Understanding Political Theology

Political theology is a field that examines the ways religious beliefs and doctrines intersect
with political authority and public life. It delves into questions about sovereignty, justice,
human rights, and the role of religion in shaping political identities. The journal of political
theology publishes rigorous research that uncovers how theological ideas underpin
political actions and policies, often challenging the secular assumptions of modern
governance.

The term “political theology” itself gained prominence with the German theologian Carl
Schmitt, who argued that all significant political concepts are secularized theological
concepts. This foundational idea sparked widespread scholarly debate and opened a space
for analyzing the theological roots of political authority and legitimacy.

Why the Journal of Political Theology Matters

In an age where religion continues to influence global politics—from debates on
immigration and nationalism to discussions on social justice and ethics—the journal of
political theology provides a crucial forum for dialogue. It enables readers to grasp how
religious narratives shape political agendas and how political power, in turn, affects
religious communities and beliefs.

For academics, policymakers, and even interested readers, engaging with the journal
offers several benefits:

- **Insightful analyses** of contemporary political events through a theological lens.
- **Critical perspectives** on the role of religion in public policy and law.
- **Exploration of ethical dilemmas** arising at the intersection of faith and governance.
- **Historical context** illuminating the evolution of political theology across cultures and
epochs.

Key Themes Explored in the Journal of Political Theology

The journal covers a broad range of themes reflecting the multifaceted nature of political
theology.



Theology and Sovereignty

One of the central concerns in political theology is the concept of sovereignty—who holds
ultimate authority and how that authority is justified. Articles often explore how religious
ideas about divine authority influence political sovereignty. For example, some
contributions investigate the notion of the “divine right of kings” or contemporary ideas
about theocracy.

Secularization and Its Discontents

Many scholars engage with the process of secularization, questioning whether the modern
separation of church and state is as clear-cut as traditionally assumed. The journal of
political theology often publishes critical reflections on secularism, arguing that religion
continues to shape political life even in ostensibly secular societies.

Ethics, Justice, and Political Theology

Another significant focus area is the ethical dimensions of political decisions informed by
theological perspectives. This includes debates on social justice, human rights, and the
moral responsibilities of political leaders.

Religious Responses to Social and Political Crises

The journal frequently examines how religious communities and leaders respond to crises
such as war, poverty, and environmental degradation. These studies highlight how
theological frameworks can inspire activism and policy change.

The Role of the Journal in Academic Discourse

The journal of political theology is more than just a repository of articles—it fosters
ongoing academic conversations. It encourages interdisciplinary approaches, blending
insights from theology, political science, philosophy, sociology, and history. This
interdisciplinary nature enriches the analysis and broadens the impact of political
theology.

Notable Contributors and Influential Works

Over the years, the journal has featured prominent scholars who have shaped the
discourse in political theology. Thinkers like Walter Benjamin, Giorgio Agamben, and
Judith Butler have contributed critical reflections that challenge conventional
understandings of power, law, and religion.



Emerging Trends and Future Directions

Recent issues of the journal have begun addressing topics such as postcolonial political
theology, digital religion in politics, and the role of theology in global human rights
debates. These emerging themes reflect the journal’s commitment to staying relevant in a
rapidly changing world.

Tips for Engaging with the Journal of Political Theology

For students and enthusiasts new to the field, navigating the dense theoretical language of
political theology can be challenging. Here are some pointers to make the most of the
journal’s offerings:

1. **Start with thematic issues** that focus on specific topics like secularism or justice to
build foundational knowledge.
2. **Cross-reference articles** with related works in political philosophy and religious
studies for a broader perspective.
3. **Engage with book reviews** published in the journal to discover important new texts
and debates.
4. **Participate in academic discussions** or online forums inspired by journal content to
deepen understanding.

The journal also serves as an excellent resource for those interested in how faith-based
perspectives intersect with contemporary political challenges globally.

The Broader Impact of Political Theology

Political theology does not merely stay confined within academic walls; it resonates in
real-world contexts, influencing public debates and policies. For example, discussions
about immigration often invoke theological concepts of hospitality and neighborliness.
Similarly, movements for racial justice sometimes draw upon religious teachings about
human dignity and equality.

By reading and contributing to the journal of political theology, individuals gain tools to
critically analyze and engage with the world around them. The journal’s interdisciplinary
approach encourages a nuanced understanding of how faith and politics are intertwined,
which is crucial for addressing the complex issues of our time.

In essence, the journal of political theology acts as a bridge—it connects ancient
theological traditions with modern political realities, helping readers navigate the ever-
evolving landscape of power, belief, and society. Whether one is a scholar, student, or
simply curious about the role of religion in politics, the journal offers a wealth of
knowledge and thought-provoking insights that broaden horizons and deepen
understanding.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the focus of the Journal of Political Theology?
The Journal of Political Theology focuses on the interdisciplinary study of the relationship
between religion and politics, exploring how theological ideas influence political theory
and practice.

Who publishes the Journal of Political Theology?
The Journal of Political Theology is published by Routledge, a global academic publisher
specializing in humanities and social sciences.

How often is the Journal of Political Theology
published?
The Journal of Political Theology is typically published quarterly, releasing four issues per
year.

Can I access the Journal of Political Theology online?
Yes, the Journal of Political Theology is available online through academic databases such
as Taylor & Francis Online, where subscribers can access current and archived issues.

What types of articles are featured in the Journal of
Political Theology?
The journal features peer-reviewed scholarly articles, book reviews, and critical essays
that engage with political theology, including discussions on secularism, sovereignty,
ethics, and the role of religion in public life.

Additional Resources
Journal of Political Theology: A Critical Examination of Faith and Power

journal of political theology stands as a pivotal publication in the interdisciplinary study
bridging theology, politics, and philosophy. It serves as a scholarly platform that critically
examines how religious thought intersects with political ideologies, governance, and
public life. Since its inception, the journal has attracted academics, theologians, political
scientists, and philosophers who seek to understand the profound impact of theology on
contemporary political structures and vice versa. This article delves into the journal's
scope, significance, and its role within the broader academic discourse, while exploring
the nuances of political theology as an evolving field.

Exploring the Scope and Focus of the Journal of



Political Theology

The journal of political theology primarily addresses the dynamic relationship between
religious beliefs and political authority. Unlike traditional political science journals, it
foregrounds theological concepts such as sovereignty, divine law, eschatology, and ethics
in political contexts. The publication invites contributions that analyze how religious
narratives shape political ideologies, influence movements, or inform policy decisions. This
includes discussions on secularism, liberation theology, and the role of religious
institutions in state affairs.

One of the distinguishing features of the journal is its commitment to interdisciplinary
dialogue. Articles often traverse history, philosophy, political theory, and religious studies,
reflecting the complexity of political theology as a field. The journal does not merely
theorize about the intersection of religion and politics but also critically engages with
contemporary global issues, including nationalism, human rights, and social justice.

Historical Development and Academic Positioning

The journal of political theology emerged in response to growing academic interest during
the late 20th century when scholars began to question the secularization thesis—the idea
that modernity inevitably leads to the decline of religion in public life. Instead, political
theology highlighted how theological concepts continue to underpin political ideologies
and governance structures worldwide.

Positioned among other leading publications in political philosophy and theology, the
journal distinguishes itself by maintaining a robust focus on how religious and political
realms mutually inform each other. Its readership spans from scholars researching
historical intersections of church and state to those analyzing contemporary phenomena
such as religious nationalism or the theological underpinnings of political violence.

Key Themes and Contributions in the Journal of
Political Theology

The journal covers a broad spectrum of themes that illuminate the multifaceted nature of
political theology. Among these are sovereignty, secularism, liberation theology, and the
critique of modernity.

Sovereignty and Divine Authority

A recurrent theme is the concept of sovereignty, traditionally understood as supreme
political authority. The journal explores how theological understandings of divine
sovereignty influence secular notions of state power. For instance, articles may discuss
the theological roots of the modern state’s claim to absolute authority or examine



messianic political movements that derive legitimacy from religious beliefs.

Secularism and Its Discontents

While secularism is often perceived as the separation of religion from politics, the journal
critically interrogates this assumption. Contributions analyze how secularism itself can
function as a political theology, embedded with its own dogmas and exclusions. This
perspective challenges simplistic secular-sacred dichotomies and invites readers to
reconsider the complex ways religion and secular governance coexist and conflict.

Liberation Theology and Political Resistance

The journal also prominently features studies on liberation theology, which emerged from
Latin American contexts as a theological response to poverty and oppression. These
articles assess how religious ideologies fuel political resistance and social justice
movements. By examining liberation theology’s impact on grassroots activism and policy
debates, the journal highlights religion’s potential as a transformative political force.

Critique of Modernity and Post-Secular Thought

Many contributions engage with critiques of modernity, particularly the Enlightenment’s
legacy of rationalism and secular progress. The journal serves as a forum for post-secular
thought, which argues for the continued relevance of religion in public discourse. This
includes exploring how contemporary political challenges—such as identity politics and
globalization—intersect with religious ideas.

Comparative Perspectives and Global Relevance

Unlike many academic journals focused on Western contexts, the journal of political
theology embraces global perspectives. It publishes research on religious-political
dynamics in diverse regions, including the Middle East, Africa, Asia, and Latin America.
This comparative approach enriches understanding by highlighting how different religious
traditions engage with political authority and social change.

For example, articles might examine the political implications of Islamic political theology
in Middle Eastern governance or analyze Hindu nationalism’s theological dimensions in
India. This global lens is critical for appreciating the varied ways political theology informs
contemporary world politics.

Methodological Diversity



The journal encourages methodological pluralism, welcoming historical analysis,
philosophical inquiry, ethnographic studies, and critical theory. This diversity allows for a
richer exploration of political theology that goes beyond abstract theorization to include
empirical case studies and normative reflections.

The Journal’s Role in Shaping Academic and
Public Discourse

The journal of political theology has become instrumental in shaping both academic
debate and broader cultural conversations about religion and politics. By providing
rigorous, peer-reviewed scholarship, it promotes nuanced understanding of how
theological ideas influence political realities and vice versa.

Its articles are frequently cited in interdisciplinary research, policy analysis, and even
media discussions about the role of religion in public life. The journal’s commitment to
intellectual rigor and critical engagement ensures it remains a leading voice in debates
about religion’s place in the modern political landscape.

Accessibility and Publication Features

Published quarterly, the journal offers both print and digital access, ensuring wide
availability to scholars and institutions globally. It maintains a strong editorial standard,
with submissions undergoing thorough peer review. Additionally, special issues often
focus on timely topics, such as the intersection of religion and populism or environmental
ethics in political theology.

Many contributors are leading thinkers in their fields, including theologians, political
theorists, and historians, enhancing the journal’s prestige and impact. Subscribers benefit
from access to cutting-edge research that pushes the boundaries of how political theology
is understood and applied.

Challenges and Critiques

Despite its authoritative status, the journal of political theology faces challenges common
to interdisciplinary fields. Balancing theological rigor with political analysis can be
difficult, and some critics argue the field risks becoming too abstract or ideologically
driven. Others point to the need for greater engagement with non-Western religious
traditions and more diverse voices from marginalized communities.

Nevertheless, the journal’s editorial policies reflect ongoing efforts to broaden its scope
and foster inclusive dialogue. By integrating contemporary issues and diverse
methodologies, it continues to evolve as a vital academic resource.

The journal of political theology thus remains a crucial site for investigating how faith and



power intersect across history and in present-day politics, providing scholars and readers
with deep insights into one of the most complex and impactful areas of study.

Journal Of Political Theology

  journal of political theology: Political Theology Today Mitchell Dean, Lotte List, Stefan
Schwarzkopf, 2023-02-23 Almost 100 years have passed since Carl Schmitt gave his controversial
definition of the sovereign as the one who decides on the exception in his by now classic Political
Theology (1922). Written at a time of crisis, the book sought to establish the institution of
sovereignty, not from within a well-functioning governing machine of the state in a situation of
normality, but rather as the minimal condition of state order in the moment of governmental
breakdown. The book appeared anachronistic already at its publication. Schmitt went against Max
Weber's popular thesis defining secularization as a disenchantment of the world characterizing
modern societies, and instead suggested that the concepts of modern politics mirrored a
metaphysics originating in Christianity and the church. Nevertheless, the concept of political
theology has in recent years seen a revival as a field of research in philosophy as well as political
theory, as studies in the theological sub-currents of politics, economics and sociality proliferate.
  journal of political theology: The Future of Political Theology Péter Losonczi, Mika
Luoma-aho, Aakash Singh, 2016-03-16 Recent shifts in the contemporary cultural, political, and
religious landscape are engendering intensive attention concerning political theology. New trends
and traditional ideas equally colour these movements. Given that a medley of recent books and
articles have exhaustively treated both the history and the current resurgence of political theology,
we now find ourselves faced with the task of reinventing and redefining the future of political
theology. This book presents a rich overview of fresh, contemporary theoretical approaches uniquely
prioritizing the prospects of the future of political theology, but also making room for significant
interventions from philosophy and political theory. Including prominent essays on Judaic, Islamic,
Buddhist and Christian perspectives, this book balances elements from post-modern theology with
more classical as well as anti-post-modern approaches.
  journal of political theology: Political Theology Saul Newman, 2018-12-18 God is dead, but his
presence lives on in politics. This is the problem of political theology: the way that theological ideas
find their way into secular political institutions, particularly the sovereign state. In this intellectual
tour-de-force, leading political theorist Saul Newman shows how political theology arose alongside
secularism, and relates to the problem of legitimising power and authority in modernity. It is not
about the power of religion so much as about the religion of power. Examining the current crisis of
the liberal order, he argues that recent phenomena such as the rise of populism, the renewed
demand for strong national sovereignty and the return of religious fundamentalism may be
understood through this paradigm. He illustrates his argument through an exploration of themes
such as sovereignty, democracy, economics, technology, ecological catastrophe, messianism and the
future of radical politics, engaging with thinkers ranging from Schmitt and Hobbes to Stirner,
Foucault, and Agamben. This book will be a crucial text for all students, scholars and general
readers interested in the meaning and significance of political theology for political theory.
  journal of political theology: The Hong Kong Protests and Political Theology Kwok Pui-lan,
Francis Ching-Wah Yip, 2021-02-08 The Hong Kong protests that began in the second half of 2019
captured the world’s attention as demonstrations against an extradition bill grew into a larger civil
liberties movement. While protests began as peaceful demonstrations, the disproportionate police
force with which the government responded escalated the situation to an international crisis. Kwok
Pui-lan and Francis Ching-wah Yip bring together an international cohort to discuss the relation
between Christianity and Communism and the neoliberal economy, as well as civil disobedience,
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religion and social movements, and the roles of the churches in social conflict. This interdisciplinary
volume showcases theological reflections by many scholars and activists in Hong Kong.
  journal of political theology: Race and Political Theology Vincent Lloyd, 2012-04-25 In this
volume, senior scholars come together to explore how Jewish and African American experiences can
make us think differently about the nexus of religion and politics, or political theology. Some wrestle
with historical figures, such as William Shakespeare, W. E. B. Du Bois, Nazi journalist Wilhelm
Stapel, and Austrian historian Otto Brunner. Others ponder what political theology can contribute to
contemporary politics, particularly relating to Israel's complicated religious/racial/national identity
and to the religious currents in African American politics. Race and Political Theology opens novel
avenues for research in intellectual history, religious studies, political theory, and cultural studies,
showing how timely questions about religion and politics must be reframed when race is taken into
account.
  journal of political theology: Baptist Political Theology Thomas S. Kidd, Paul D. Miller,
Andrew T. Walker, 2023-07-01 Baptist ideals like the separation of church and state have indelibly
shaped Western democracies, and Baptist thinkers continue to influence public policy and political
engagement today. Yet the historical contours, enduring commitments, and current contributions of
Baptist political thought are little understood. Baptist Political Theology, edited by scholars Thomas
Kidd, Paul Miller, and Andrew Walker, introduces readers to the full sweep of Baptist engagement
with politics. Part 1 reviews the life, writings, and political activity of important figures in Baptist
history, as well as Baptist involvement in key historical eras and episodes. Part 2 presents a
collective effort at applied political theology, with essays relating Baptist principles to a range of
contemporary issues. This monumental volume sheds light on the history and contemporary practice
of Baptists in the public square, offering context and clarity for Baptist political thought in the years
to come.
  journal of political theology: The Political Theology of Paul Tillich Rachel Sophia Baard,
2024-01-16 The Political Theology of Paul Tillich explores the political theology of one of the
foremost thinkers of the 20th century, Paul Tillich, whose life and scholarship were decisively
shaped by his experiences during World War I, his resistance to the rising scourge of Nazism in
Germany, and his subsequent immigration to the United States. Tillich’s discerning analysis of
fascism, grounded in his socialist commitments, and his continuing efforts to write theology in
correlation with culture, make his voice a crucial one for contemporary political theology. The
contributors to this volume represent different generations, social and cultural locations, and
nationalities Together, they explore Tillich’s early work on religious socialism and its lingering
presence in his later systematic theology, bring him into dialogue with liberation theologies, apply
his thought to contemporary political concerns, and show the significance of his method of
correlation for theological scholarship that engages culture, thereby presenting a case for the
continued relevance of Tillich for political theology.
  journal of political theology: A Radical Political Theology for the Anthropocene Era Ryan
LaMothe, 2021-11-18 Given the fierce urgency of now, this important book confronts and addresses
key problems and questions of political theology with the aim of proposing a radical political
theology for the Anthropocene Age. LaMothe invites readers to think and be otherwise in living lives
in common with all other human beings and other-than-human beings that dwell on this one earth.
  journal of political theology: The Political Theology of European Integration Mark R. Royce,
2017-06-27 This book traces the connections between diverging postwar European integration
policies and intra-Christian divisions to argue that supranational integration originates from Roman
Catholic internationalism, and that resistance to integration, conversely, is based in Protestantism.
Royce supports this thesis through a rigorously supported historical narrative, arguing that
sixteenth-century theological conflicts generated seventeenth-century constitutional solutions, which
ultimately effected the political choices both for and against integration during the twentieth
century. Beginning with a survey of all ecclesiastical laws of seventeen West European countries and
concluding with a full discussion of the Brexit vote and emerging alternatives to the EU, this



examination of the political theology surrounding the European Union will appeal to all scholars of
EU politics, modern theology, religious sociology, and contemporary European history.
  journal of political theology: Islamic Political Theology Massimo Campanini, Marco Di
Donato, 2021-05-11 Can we affirm that a political theology exists in Islam? This apparently simple
question is the core of Massimo Capanini and Marco Di Donato's edited collection of essays.
Considering the wide range of meanings of political theology this book contains essays written by
different authors having their own, specific, and specialized, point of view on the topics, from Shia
and Sunni political thought, to Islamic classic philosophy, and philosophers until arriving at
contemporary Muslim thinkers.
  journal of political theology: Past and Present Political Theology Dennis Vanden Auweele,
Miklos Vassányi, 2020-04-02 This book demonstrates how discussions of Political Theology have
been a constant feature throughout philosophical modernity and that they continue to impact
contemporary political debates. By tracing the historical roots and detailing the contemporary
outworking of Political Theology in Europe, it contends that this growing field requires a broader
canon in order for it to mature. Political Theology is shown here to be about the diversity of
relationships between religious beliefs and political orientations. First engaging with historical
debates, chapters re-examine the relationship between personal conviction and societal orientation
on such topics as the will to believe, evil, individualism, the relationship between church and state,
and the relationship between belief and natural science. The volume then establishes the relevance
of these debates for the present day. As such, it invites engagement on the back and forth between
religion and politics in a liberal democracy and a communist state, on how communitarianism relates
to religious language, on the diversity of Christian and Jewish political theology, and the politics of
toleration. By broadening out the field of Political Theology this book offers the reader a more
nuanced understanding of its sustained influence on public life. As such it will be of interest to
academics working in Political Theology, but also Theology, Philosophy and Political Science more
generally.
  journal of political theology: T&T Clark Handbook of Political Theology Rubén Rosario
Rodríguez, 2019-10-03 The T&T Clark Handbook of Political Theology is a comprehensive reference
resource informed by serious theological scholarship in the three Abrahamic traditions. The
engaging and original contributions within this collection represent the epitome of contemporary
scholarship in theology, religion, philosophy, history, law, and political science, from leading
scholars in their area of specialization. Comprised of five sections that illuminate the rise and
relevance of political theology, this handbook begins with the birth of contemporary “political
theology,” and is followed by discussions of historical resources and past examples of interaction
between theology and politics from all three Abrahamic traditions. The third section surveys the
leading figures and movements that have had an impact on the discipline of political theology in the
twentieth and twenty-first centuries; and the contributors then build on previously discussed
historical resources and methods to engage with contemporary issues and challenges, emphasizing
interreligious dialogue, even while addressing concerns of relevance to a particular faith tradition.
The volume concludes with three essays that look at the future of political theology from the
perspective of each Abrahamic religion. Complete with select bibliographies for each topic, this
companion features the most current overview of political theology that will reach a broader, global
audience of students and scholars
  journal of political theology: The Blackwell Companion to Political Theology Peter
Manley Scott, William T. Cavanaugh, 2008-04-15 Written by a team of international experts, drawn
from various traditions of political theology, this outstanding resource brings together 35
newly-commissioned essays in the field. Demonstrates that Christian theology is inherently political
and shows how theology impacts on present-day political issues. Considers the interface of theology
with political ideologies, including the contribution of theology to feminist, ecological, black and
pacifist movements. Assesses the contribution of the major political theologians and theological
movements. Explores the political aspects of Christian sources such as scripture and liturgy.



  journal of political theology: Journal of Political Theology Bloomsbury Publishing Plc,
2003-05-29
  journal of political theology: A Political Theology of Vulnerability Sturla J. Stålsett,
2023-06-26 Vulnerability is at the core of the political drama of our time. Countering conventional
approaches, this book presents human vulnerability as a source of political community and a
potential for political agency in precarity. Analyzing Christian celebrations of Christmas and Easter
in contexts of struggle, it shows how religious resources inspire precarious politics. Combining
critical political theory, liberation theology, and lived religion, Sturla J. Stålsett sees in such
celebrations a ‘political sacralization’ of vulnerability and a ‘dispossession of divinity.’
  journal of political theology: Political Theology of International Order William Bain, 2020
Is contemporary international order truly a secular arrangement? William Bain challenges this
narrative by arguing that modern theories of international order reflect ideas that originate in
medieval theology.
  journal of political theology: Political Theology and Islam Paul L. Heck, 2023-11-15 Paul L.
Heck’s Political Theology and Islam offers a sophisticated and comprehensive analysis of sovereignty
in Islamic society, beginning with the origins of Islam and extending to the present. This
wide-ranging study sets out to answer an unassumingly tricky question: What is politics in Islam?
Paul L. Heck’s answer takes the form of a close analysis of sovereignty across Islamic history,
approaching this concept from the perspective of political theology. As he illustrates, the history of
politics in Islam is best understood as an ongoing struggle for a moral order between those who
occupy positions of rulership and religious voices that communicate the ethics of Islam and educate
the public in their religious and moral devotions. In this sense, sovereignty in Islam is split between
ruling powers and pious communities, whose interactions range from close cooperation to outright
competition. Heck shows that it is precisely through these interactions that Islamic conceptions of
sovereignty are constructed and negotiated. Political Theology and Islam’s first section spells out the
concepts and methods for the study of politics in Islam as a struggle for a moral order, one not only
involving varied claims to sovereignty but also a general determination to realize the righteousness
of Islam that stands at the heart of the message that the Prophet Muhammad conveyed to his society
in seventh-century Arabia. The following sections demonstrate, through examples from both the past
and today’s worldwide Muslim community, the diverse ways in which the umma, the community of
Muslims, has struggled for a moral order that recalls its prophetic message. Deftly moving in various
political theaters and through a wide range of intellectual traditions, Heck’s book will emerge as a
touchstone of scholarship in the field of Muslim politics and intellectual thought.
  journal of political theology: Political Theology Reimagined Alex Dubilet, Vincent W. Lloyd,
2025-07-25 The contributors to Political Theology Reimagined center decolonial, Black, queer,
feminist, and Marxist modes of critical practice to offer a cutting-edge vision of the field that
foregrounds a political theology animated by both a fascination with and suspicion of the secular.
  journal of political theology: The Promise of Martin Luther's Political Theology Michael
Richard Laffin, 2016-10-20 Michael Laffin demonstrates the promise of Martin Luther's thought for
contemporary political theology by showing how Luther has been over-determined in standard
genealogies of modernity which frequently deafen us to his unique contribution. Laffin argues that
contemporary theologians have typically followed a narrative derived from the work of a previous
generation of political historians and philosophers, which tend to screen out or distort the
Reformers' contribution to political theory. Common to these narratives are charges against Luther
for his perceived univocal and nominal ontology resulting in a privatized and spiritualized
Christianity, thus falsely dividing the world into autonomous spheres. Additionally, the narratives
claim that Luther follows in the wake of voluntarism, leading to an insistence on human passivity
that leaves no room for pagan virtue. Thus, politics is reduced to an authoritarian imposition of
order. In contrast to the dominant narratives of political modernity, Laffin re-examines these
narratives by focusing on the political significance of areas in Luther's corpus often neglected in
contemporary accounts of his political thought, especially his commentaries on Scripture and



writings on the sacraments. Attention to these writings brings forth the crucial themes of the two
ecclesiae and the three institutions. Constructively, these themes are deployed in critical
engagement with contemporary political theology, particularly as represented in Radical Orthodoxy
and the new-Augustinianism.
  journal of political theology: Christian Political Theology in an Age of Discontent Jonathan
Cole, 2019-05-16 At a moment in which interest in political theology is rising, acceptance of a public
role for religion is declining, and cynicism regarding both political and religious institutions is
overflowing, this book investigates the possibilities and constraints of a Christian political theology
that can meaningfully mediate Scripture, doctrine, and political reality. In critical dialogue with
political theologians and political philosophers past and present, we explore the origins, meaning,
and purpose of Christian political theology in an age of growing discontent with the
once-impregnable liberal democratic order of yesteryear. Approaching politics as both art and
science, this book lays a challenge at the feet of political theologians to offer a theological account of
politics that is genuinely illuminating of political reality and efficacious for the faithful who seek to
operate within it.
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