how to make simple machines for kids

How to Make Simple Machines for Kids: A Fun and Educational Guide

how to make simple machines for kids is a fantastic way to introduce young
learners to the basic principles of physics and engineering in a hands-on,
engaging manner. Simple machines are fundamental devices that make work
easier by either changing the direction or magnitude of a force. Teaching
children about levers, pulleys, inclined planes, wheels and axles, screws,
and wedges can spark curiosity and lay the foundation for critical thinking
and problem-solving skills. This guide will walk you through creative ideas
and practical tips on how to make simple machines for kids using everyday
materials, making science both accessible and enjoyable.

Understanding the Basics: What Are Simple
Machines?

Before diving into projects on how to make simple machines for kids, it’s
helpful to explain what simple machines are and why they matter. Simple
machines are tools that help us do work more efficiently by altering force.
The six classic types of simple machines include:

- Lever

- Pulley

- Inclined Plane
- Wheel and Axle
- Screw

- Wedge

Each of these machines demonstrates a fundamental mechanical principle that
children can observe and experiment with in daily life. For example, a seesaw
is a lever, and a ramp serves as an inclined plane.

Why Teach Kids About Simple Machines?

Introducing simple machines at an early age encourages hands-on learning,
boosts creativity, and builds foundational STEM knowledge. Kids learn better
when they participate actively, and building simple machines allows them to
see science in action. Moreover, these projects promote fine motor skills,
patience, and teamwork if done in groups.



How to Make Simple Machines for Kids: Step-By-
Step Projects

Let’'s explore some easy and fun projects that demonstrate how to make simple
machines for kids. These activities use materials you likely already have
around the house, such as cardboard, string, plastic bottles, and wooden
sticks.

1. DIY Lever with a Ruler and Pencil

A lever is one of the simplest machines and a perfect starting point for
kids.

**Materials Needed:**

- A ruler or a sturdy flat stick
- A pencil or a cylindrical object to serve as a fulcrum
- Small objects like erasers or coins to lift

**How to Make It:*x*

Place the pencil on a flat surface to act as the fulcrum (pivot point).
Lay the ruler across the pencil, balancing it in the middle.

Place a small object on one end of the ruler.

Press down on the other end to lift the object.
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This simple setup shows how levers multiply force, making lifting easier.
Kids can experiment with moving the fulcrum closer or farther from the load
and effort to see how it changes the effort needed.

2. Building a Basic Pulley System Using String and a
Spool

Pulleys are fantastic for demonstrating how changing the direction of force
can help lift heavy objects.

**Materials Needed:**

- A spool or a round object with a groove (like a thread spool)
- String or yarn

- A small bucket or container

- A sturdy hook or a place to attach the pulley

**Steps:**



Thread the string through the spool.

Attach one end of the string to the bucket.

Secure the spool to a high point, like a clothes rack or door frame.
Pull the other end of the string down to lift the bucket.
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Kids will be fascinated by how pulling down on the string lifts the bucket
upward, illustrating the concept of a pulley changing the direction of force.

3. Inclined Plane with a Cardboard Ramp

Inclined planes reduce the force needed to raise objects by increasing the
distance over which the force acts.

**Materials Needed:**

- A sturdy piece of cardboard or wood
- Books or blocks to elevate one end
- Small toy cars or balls

**How to Create It:**

1. Prop one end of the cardboard on books to create a sloped ramp.

2. Roll toy cars or balls up and down the ramp.

3. Discuss how the ramp makes it easier to move objects upward compared to
lifting them straight up.

Children can test different angles and heights to see how the slope affects
the effort needed, linking real-world observations with scientific
principles.

4. Wheel and Axle with Toy Wheels and a Stick

The wheel and axle is a simple machine that makes moving objects easier by
reducing friction.

**Materials Needed:**

- Two toy wheels or bottle caps

- A wooden skewer or stick

- Tape or glue

- A small platform (like a piece of cardboard)

**Instructions:**
1. Attach the wheels to the ends of the skewer, ensuring they can spin

freely.
2. Secure the skewer to the cardboard platform to create a simple cart.



3. Push the cart to observe how wheels help it roll smoothly.

This project helps children understand how wheels reduce effort and improve
movement efficiency.

5. Making a Screw Using a Bolt and Nut

Screws convert rotational force into linear movement, making them essential
for fastening.

**Materials Needed:**

- A bolt and nut
- A small piece of wood (optional)

**How to Demonstrate:**

1. Show kids how turning the nut around the bolt causes it to move along the
threads.

2. If possible, screw the bolt into the wood to see how screws hold materials

together.

This simple demonstration helps children grasp the concept of threads and how
screws function in everyday objects.

6. Crafting a Wedge with a Toy Knife and Clay

Wedges are used to split or cut objects by concentrating force on a small
area.

**Materials Needed:**

- A plastic or toy knife
- Modeling clay or soft dough

**How to Explore:**

1. Press the wedge-shaped knife into the clay.
2. Observe how the wedge pushes the clay apart.

This tactile experience allows children to feel how wedges work and think
about their uses, such as in knives and axes.



Tips for Teaching Kids About Simple Machines

When guiding children through projects on how to make simple machines for
kids, consider these helpful tips:

- **Keep it hands-on:** Kids learn best by doing. Encourage them to build,
test, and tweak their machines.

- **Ask open-ended questions:** Instead of giving answers, prompt children to
think by asking, "What do you notice when you change the angle?" or "How does
moving the fulcrum affect the effort?"

- **¥Use relatable examples:** Point out simple machines in everyday life,
like door handles (levers), flagpoles (pulleys), or stairs (inclined planes).
- **Encourage creativity:** Allow kids to design their own simple machines
using household materials. This nurtures problem-solving and innovation.

- **Integrate storytelling:** Make up scenarios where simple machines solve
problems, such as lifting a heavy treasure chest or building a ramp for a toy
car race.

Incorporating Simple Machines Into Learning
Activities

Beyond individual projects, simple machines can be integrated into broader
learning activities and play:

- **Science fairs:** Encourage children to create a simple machine model and
explain how it works.

- **Qutdoor exploration:** Go on a scavenger hunt to find simple machines
around the house or playground.

- **Story-based experiments:** Use stories or cartoons featuring machines and
replicate the machines in craft form.

- **Group challenges:** Have kids work in teams to build a machine that
performs a specific task, fostering collaboration and communication.

By blending education with fun, these activities help children develop a
lasting interest in science and engineering.

Resources for Further Exploration

To expand on how to make simple machines for kids, consider exploring
interactive kits and online resources:

- **Simple machine kits:** Available in educational stores, these kits come
with parts and instructions for building various machines.

- **Educational videos:** Platforms like YouTube have child-friendly
tutorials demonstrating simple machine concepts.



- **Apps and games:** Several STEM apps focus on physics and mechanics
through engaging gameplay.

- **Library books:** Look for children’s books on machines and engineering to
complement hands-on learning.

Combining these resources with your projects can deepen understanding and
keep children engaged.

Exploring how to make simple machines for kids opens a world of discovery and
creativity. Through these approachable projects and activities, children gain
not only knowledge of mechanical principles but also the confidence to ask
questions and experiment. Encouraging curiosity about how things work lays
the groundwork for lifelong learning and a passion for science.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are simple machines and why are they important
for kids to learn?

Simple machines are basic mechanical devices that make work easier by
allowing us to push or pull over increased distances. They include levers,
pulleys, inclined planes, wheels and axles, screws, and wedges. Learning
about them helps kids understand fundamental physics concepts and develop
problem-solving skills.

How can I make a simple lever machine at home with
my kids?

You can make a simple lever using a ruler, a pencil, and a small object to
act as a fulcrum. Place the pencil on a flat surface, position the ruler on
top of the pencil like a seesaw, and use small objects on either side of the
ruler to demonstrate how levers work to lift or move items.

What materials are best for creating simple machines
with children?

Common household items like cardboard, plastic bottles, straws, string, paper
clips, rubber bands, and popsicle sticks work well. These materials are safe,
easy to handle, and versatile for building various simple machines like
pulleys, levers, and inclined planes.

Can making simple machines help improve kids’ STEM
skills?

Yes, building simple machines encourages hands-on learning, critical
thinking, and creativity. It helps kids grasp basic engineering and physics



concepts, improving their understanding of forces and motion, which are
foundational to STEM education.

What is an easy pulley project that kids can make to
understand simple machines?

Kids can create a basic pulley by threading a string through a small plastic
spool or a spool from a tape dispenser and attaching weights to one end of
the string. Pulling on the other end demonstrates how pulleys help lift heavy
objects with less effort.

Additional Resources

**How to Make Simple Machines for Kids: A Practical Guide for Hands-On
Learning**

how to make simple machines for kids is a question that educators, parents,
and caregivers often explore when seeking effective methods to introduce
fundamental physics concepts in an engaging and accessible manner. Simple
machines—such as levers, pulleys, wheels and axles, inclined planes, wedges,
and screws—form the basis of more complex mechanical systems, making their
understanding crucial for young learners. Creating these machines from
everyday materials not only fosters creativity but also enhances
comprehension through tactile experience.

In this article, we delve into practical approaches for constructing simple
machines tailored for children, highlighting the educational benefits and
offering step-by-step guidance. By integrating relevant materials and tools,
this exploration supports hands-on STEM education, promoting problem-solving
skills and curiosity in young minds.

Understanding the Importance of Simple Machines
in Childhood Education

Simple machines are fundamental mechanical devices that make work easier by
allowing force to be applied more efficiently. Introducing these concepts
early helps children grasp the principles of physics and engineering. Studies
indicate that experiential learning—where students actively participate in
constructing models—significantly improves knowledge retention and cognitive
development.

The process of learning how to make simple machines for kids emphasizes not
only the theoretical understanding of mechanical advantage but also the
development of fine motor skills and spatial reasoning. Additionally, it
nurtures an investigative mindset, encouraging children to ask questions
about how everyday objects function.



Key Simple Machines Suitable for DIY Projects

When considering how to make simple machines for kids, it is essential to
select types that are safe, easy to construct, and demonstrative of basic
mechanical principles. The six classic simple machines provide an excellent
framework.

l. Lever

A lever consists of a rigid beam pivoting around a fulcrum to lift or move
loads. For children, creating a lever can be as simple as balancing a ruler
on a cylindrical object.

**Materials Needed:**

- Ruler or wooden stick
- Pencil or small cylindrical object (fulcrum)
- Small weights or objects for load and effort

**Steps: **

1. Place the pencil horizontally on a flat surface; this acts as the fulcrum.
2. Balance the ruler on the pencil, positioning the fulcrum closer to the
load to observe the mechanical advantage.

3. Experiment by applying force at different points to see how the effort
changes.

This activity visually demonstrates how the position of the fulcrum affects
the force required to lift an object.

2. Pulley

Pulleys change the direction of force and can multiply force when combined in
systems. Simple pulley setups help kids understand mechanical advantage
intuitively.

**Materials Needed:**

- Thread spool or small wheel

- String or yarn

- A small bucket or container for load

- A sturdy support structure (e.g., a door frame or a clothes rack)

**Steps: **

1. Secure the spool on the support so it can rotate freely.



2. Thread the string over the wheel with one end attached to the load.
3. Pull the free end to lift the load, noticing the ease or difficulty based
on the pulley setup.

This model allows children to explore single and compound pulley systems,
observing how they reduce the effort needed.

3. Inclined Plane

An inclined plane is a flat surface tilted at an angle to help raise objects
with less force.

**Materials Needed:**

- A sturdy board or cardboard
- Blocks or books to create an incline
- Small toy car or ball

**Steps: **

1. Prop one end of the board on blocks to form an incline.

2. Roll the toy car or ball up the incline and compare the effort with
lifting it vertically.

3. Adjust the angle to see how it affects the force needed.

This simple setup helps children understand how slopes reduce the effort
required to raise objects.

4. Wheel and Axle

The wheel and axle reduce friction, making movement easier.
**Materials Needed:**

- Bottle caps or circular lids (for wheels)
- Pencil or dowel rod (for axle)
- Modeling clay or glue

**Steps: **

1. Attach two bottle caps on either side of the pencil, ensuring they can
rotate freely.

2. Place the axle on a flat surface and push to observe how the wheels
facilitate movement.

3. Modify wheel size to explore the impact on ease of rolling.

This hands-on project clarifies the relationship between wheel size and



mechanical advantage.

5. Wedge

Wedges convert force applied to their blunt end into forces perpendicular to
their inclined surfaces.

**Materials Needed:**

- A piece of foam or soft wood shaped into a triangle
- Small blocks or objects to split or move

**Steps: **

1. Use the wedge to separate two blocks by applying force.
2. Discuss how the wedge converts the downward force into lateral forces.

Though less dynamic than other machines, wedges illustrate the concept of
force redirection effectively.

6. Screw

Screws translate rotational force into linear motion.
**Materials Needed:**

- Large bolts and nuts
- Wood or cardboard for base

**Steps:**

1. Insert the bolt into the base material.
2. Turn the nut and observe how it moves along the bolt.
3. Explain how the spiral structure converts rotation into forward motion.

This project introduces the concept of inclined planes wrapped around a
cylinder, a slightly more complex simple machine.

Materials and Safety Considerations

Selecting appropriate materials is crucial when teaching how to make simple
machines for kids. Common household items such as cardboard, string, plastic
bottle caps, pencils, and lightweight wood are ideal for their availability
and safety profile. Avoid sharp objects or heavy metals unless under strict
adult supervision.



Safety gear, like goggles or gloves, may be necessary for certain activities,
especially when dealing with tools or small parts. Clear instructions about
handling materials and tools minimize risks and ensure a positive learning
environment.

Educational Benefits and Learning Outcomes

Engaging children in crafting simple machines offers multifaceted educational
benefits. It supports the development of:

- **Critical Thinking:** Kids analyze how changing variables affects machine
performance.

- **Fine Motor Skills:** Manipulating small parts enhances coordination.

- **Scientific Inquiry:** Hands-on experiments encourage hypothesis testing
and observation.

- **STEM Integration:** Concepts of physics, engineering, and mathematics are
naturally intertwined.

Moreover, these activities can be adapted for various age groups and learning
environments—from classrooms to after-school programs—providing scalable
educational value.

Incorporating Technology and Digital Resources

While physical construction is central, integrating digital tools can
complement the learning experience. Interactive simulations and apps allow
children to experiment with virtual simple machines, visualizing forces and
mechanical advantage without material constraints.

Educators and parents can utilize online tutorials and videos that
demonstrate how to make simple machines for kids, providing step-by-step

guidance that reinforces hands-on attempts. This blended approach caters to
diverse learning styles and enhances engagement.

Challenges and Practical Tips

Crafting simple machines with children can present challenges such as limited
materials, varying skill levels, or short attention spans. To mitigate these:

e Prepare materials in advance to streamline the building process.

e Encourage teamwork to foster collaboration and peer learning.



e Keep projects concise and goal-oriented to maintain focus.

e Incorporate storytelling or real-world examples to contextualize the
machines’ applications.

Additionally, patience and positive reinforcement are key to nurturing
enthusiasm and resilience in problem-solving.

Understanding how to make simple machines for kids is more than a craft
activity-it is a gateway to foundational scientific literacy. Through
thoughtful construction and exploration, children gain insights into the
mechanics underlying everyday tools and machines, planting seeds for future
innovation and discovery.
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how to make simple machines for kids: Simple Machines | Energy, Force and Motion | Kids
Ages 8-10 | Science Grade 3 | Children's Physics Books Baby Professor, 2020-12-31 Learn about the
complex mechanics that come into the creation of simple machines. Discussed in the pages of this
book are the six types of simple machines - screw, inclined plane, wedge, pulley, lever, wheel and
axle. There will be detailed explanation of how each of these machines are created, and used to
make work easier. This educational book is ideal for third graders.

how to make simple machines for kids: Simple Machines Wheel and Axle Jeff Barger,
2019-02-01 In Simple Machines: Wheel and Axle, young learners in grades 1-3 will explore why the
wheel and axle might just be the MVP of simple machines. This 24-page title uses real-world
examples of simple machine mechanisms and explains how these feats of engineering can make daily
work less difficult to complete. The Simple Machines series for grades 1-3 explains how basic
mechanical devices, that are used for applying a force, can help make daily tasks much easier.
Featuring before- and after-reading activities, a glossary, an index, and comprehension questions,
this series helps young learners strengthen their reading comprehension skills while also
introducing them to some of the most commonly used simple machines

how to make simple machines for kids: Kids' Books and Maker Activities Marge Cox,
2022-10-17 This book connects to the new AASL standards, ISTE Standards for Students, and
provides simple directions for using a variety of books to create maker activities that deepen the
reading experience. Books and maker activities help children to associate reading with hands-on
learning. For educators looking for additional ways to engage youngsters in reading and maker
activities, this book provides the perfect hands-on connection. Providing connections to the new
AASL standards and the ISTE Standards for Students with simple directions for using a variety of
books to create maker activities, this book can help elementary teachers and librarians to enhance
and deepen the reading experience. Featured books represent a variety of genres for kindergarten
through sixth-grade students and highlights very current titles as well as classics. The book is based
on actual experiences with students and staff who have enjoyed and benefited from these activities
in their elementary school library. The author's forty years of educational experience ensure the
reliability and practicality of this resource that readers can trust and use every day.


http://www.killa-beez.com/archive-th-108/how-to-make-simple-machines-for-kids.pdf

how to make simple machines for kids: Coding for Kids: Making Programming Fun and
Accessible Ahmed musa , 2025-01-01 Coding for Kids: Making Programming Fun and Accessible
introduces young learners to the world of coding, demonstrating that programming is not just for
adults in tech jobs but an essential skill that kids can and should learn early on. The book explores a
variety of tools and platforms that make learning coding engaging and fun, such as Scratch, Python,
and gamified coding environments. Through easy-to-understand explanations and interactive
examples, this book helps kids build the foundations of programming, from basic concepts like
variables and loops to more advanced ideas such as logic and debugging. It also covers how coding
promotes creativity, problem-solving, and critical thinking, skills that are valuable beyond the world
of technology. This book is an invaluable resource for parents and educators looking to introduce
coding to children in a way that is both enjoyable and educational.

how to make simple machines for kids: The Kids' Book of Simple Machines Kelly Doudna,
2015 Introduces six simple machines, describing how they work in more complex machinery and
how they are used every day.

how to make simple machines for kids: Project Based Learning: 72 Projects for
Homeschooling or Classroom Andreea Paval, 2024-08-29 Are you frustrated by traditional
curriculums that stifle your child's creativity and fail to engage their curiosity? If you're tired of rigid
lesson plans that don’t align with your educational philosophy, this curriculum is your solution.
Featuring 72 adaptable projects designed for children aged 5-9, this resource allows you to tailor
each activity to your child’s unique learning level and style. Covering essential subjects like Science,
Social Studies, Art, Health and Nutrition, Technology and Engineering, Mathematics, Reading and
Language Arts, and Life Skills, it’s perfect for both homeschooling and classroom use. Whether
you're a homeschooling parent, part of a co-op, or an educator seeking to enrich your classroom, this
curriculum provides the tools you need to nurture your child's potential. It's especially suited for
families who embrace Montessori, unschooling, or project-based learning, offering the flexibility to
align with your unique approach to education.

how to make simple machines for kids: 301 Bright Ideas for Busy Kids Silvana Clark,
2003 Offers 301 inexpensive activities for children that require littlereparation and use household
items.

how to make simple machines for kids: Simple Machines Deborah Hodge, 1998 13 hands-on
activities encourage children aged five to nine to explore simple machines (the lever, wheel and axle,
pulley, inclined plane, screw and wedge) and how they make work easier.

how to make simple machines for kids: Differentiated Lessons and Assessments -
Science, Grade 5 Julia McMeans, 2010 Practical strategies, activities, and assessments help
teachers differentiate lessons to meet the individual needs, styles, and abilities of students. Each
unit of study includes key concepts, discussion topics, vocabulary, and assessments in addition to a
wide range of activities for visual, logical, verbal, musical, and kinesthetic learners. Helpful extras
include generic strategies and activities for differentiating lessons and McREL content standards.

how to make simple machines for kids: ,

how to make simple machines for kids: Science with Storytelling Jane Stenson, Sherry
Norfolk, Lynette J. Ford, 2017-02-06 This book is about the intersection of storytelling and science.
Recognizing that humans are hard-wired for narrative, this collection of new essays integrates the
two in a special way to teach science in the K-6 classroom. As science education changes its focus to
concepts that bridge various disciplines, along with science and engineering practices, storytelling
offers opportunities to enhance the science classroom. Lesson plans are provided, each presenting a
story, its alignment with science (Next Generation Science Standards), language arts (Common Core
State Standards) and theater arts standards (National Core Arts Standards). Instructional plans
include a rationale, preparation, activities and assessment.

how to make simple machines for kids: Design for Kids Sharon Exley, Peter Exley, The
Images Publishing Group, 2007 This publication examines the unique methodology that integrates
architecture, learning, design and experience in its award-winning projects designed specifically for



children by architecture is fun.

how to make simple machines for kids: Early Bird Physics Teaching Guide
LernerClassroom Editors, 2009-08-01 EARLY BIRD PHYSICS TEACHING GUIDE

how to make simple machines for kids: Science Discoveries on the Net Anthony D.
Fredericks, 2000-10-15 Turn kids onto science with these exciting Internet learning adventures. The
88 lessons in this book connect young learners to the incredible array of science knowledge and
resources on the Internet. Each unit includes engaging activities and Internet research projects
based on specific science concepts, along with discussion questions and lists of relevant Web sites
and related literature. Grades K-6.

how to make simple machines for kids: The Magic of Handmade Toys Pasquale De Marco,
2025-07-16 In a world where mass-produced toys often lack character and durability, handmade toys
stand out as beacons of creativity, individuality, and enduring charm. This comprehensive guide to
making handmade toys invites you to discover the joy of crafting unique and meaningful playthings
that will captivate children's imaginations and bring families together. Step-by-step instructions,
helpful tips, and inspiring ideas guide you through a wide range of projects, from classic rag dolls
and wooden blocks to modern upcycled creations and STEM-inspired toys. With chapters dedicated
to simple sewing projects, woodworking projects, papercraft projects, creative crafts, upcycled
treasures, STEM toys, outdoor adventures, imaginative play, and the gift of handmade toys, this
book has something for everyone. More than just a collection of projects, this book is a celebration of
the art of handmade toys. It delves into the history of these cherished treasures, exploring their
timeless appeal and cultural significance. It also highlights the benefits of playing with handmade
toys, emphasizing their role in fostering creativity, imagination, and social skills. With a focus on
sustainability and affordability, this book encourages readers to repurpose old materials and use
eco-friendly techniques to create their toys. It also provides guidance on choosing the right materials
and tools for each project, ensuring that the toys are safe and durable for children to play with.
Whether you are a seasoned crafter or just starting out, this book is your ultimate resource for
creating handmade toys that will be treasured for generations to come. It is a gift that keeps on
giving, bringing joy to children, fostering creativity, and strengthening family bonds. If you like this
book, write a review!

how to make simple machines for kids: Backyard Adventure Amanda Thomsen, 2019-04-02
The backyard has long been a space associated with recreation and relaxation, a private patch of
earth to escape to, and a springboard for the imagination. In her signature style and drawing on her
personal experience as a mother, gardener, and author, Amanda Thomsen encourages kids to create
kingdoms of their own making, right in their own backyards. With whimsical projects for every
season and any setting, from forest to pavement, fun-seeking kids and their families will rediscover
the yard as a place for inspired play, using repurposed materials and existing features of outdoor
spaces. Whether they’re creating tiny gardens inhabited by action figures, weaving a secret
hideaway out of a loom of twine and twigs, or setting sidewalk cracks on fire with Coffeemate,
Backyard Adventure lets kids of all ages turn their yards into a place they can call their own. This
publication conforms to the EPUB Accessibility specification at WCAG 2.0 Level AA.

how to make simple machines for kids: Build It, Make It, Do It, Play It! Catharine
Bombhold, Terri Elder, 2014-06-30 A valuable, one-stop guide to collection development and finding
ideal subject-specific activities and projects for children and teens. For busy librarians and
educators, finding instructions for projects, activities, sports, and games that children and teens will
find interesting is a constant challenge. This guide is a time-saving, one-stop resource for locating
this type of information—one that also serves as a valuable collection development tool that
identifies the best among thousands of choices, and can be used for program planning, reference
and readers' advisory, and curriculum support. Build It, Make It, Do It, Play It! identifies hundreds of
books that provide step-by-step instructions for creating arts and crafts, building objects, finding
ways to help the disadvantaged, or engaging in other activities ranging from gardening to playing
games and sports. Organized by broad subject areas—arts and crafts, recreation and sports



(including indoor activities and games), and so forth—the entries are further logically organized by
specific subject, ensuring quick and easy use.

how to make simple machines for kids: Teaching the Best Practice Way Harvey Daniels,
Marilyn Bizar, 2005 Everyone talks about best practice teaching--but what does it actually look like
in the classroom? How do working teachers translate complex curriculum standards into simple,
workable classroom structures that embody exemplary instruction--and still let kids find joy in
learning?In Teaching the Best Practice Way, Harvey Daniels and Marilyn Bizar present seven basic
teaching structures that make classrooms more active, experiential, collaborative, democratic, and
cognitive, while simultaneously meeting best practice standards across subject areas and throughout
the grades. Each section begins with an essay outlining one key method, providing its historical
background and research results, and then describing the structure's vital features. Next, several
teachers representing different grade levels and school communities explain how they adopted the
basic model, adapted it to their students' needs, and made it their own.Fully updating and expanding
Methods that Matter (Stenhouse, 1998), Teaching the Best Practice Way adds the stories of twenty
more celebrated teachers, including James Beane, Donna Ogle, Franki Sibberson, and others from
around the country. A brand-new chapter focuses on reading as thinking, detailing the ways
teachers can nurture strategic readers--readers who not only deeply understand the printed
materials they encounter in school, but who also bring these cognitive strategies to their reading of
film, art, music, and their experience of the world. The book also shares new research studies that
validate the principles and activities of best practice teaching, along with lists of recommended
materials that support each of the seven methods.Unique in the field, Teaching the Best Practice
Way speaks to all teachers, K-12, with stories, examples, and practical classroom materials for the
teachers of all children. This is the book for teachers, schools, and districts that believe the big ideas
about teaching really do cross all grade levels and subject areas. Education professors will also find
this an ideal resource for use in methods courses.

how to make simple machines for kids: Survival Skills for the New Elementary Teacher
Jeannette M. Konior, 2005-03-27 Every year thousands of new teachers graduate, all hoping to
obtain their dream job in the school district of their choice. They have been given a great education
at their respective universitites. In addition to the usual academics, they have learned educational
theory, development, lesson planning, methodology, etc. But, very few learn about the more
practical side of education in the classroom - the tricks of the trade. Student teaching provides an
opportunity to learn some of these things; however, not all circumstances come up in one or two
experiences. In most cases, the new teacher enters the work force a true novice whose confidence is
shaken when it becomes obvious how much is not known. This book concentrates on elementary
education. Here you will find answers to questions you may have asked on classroom management,
discipline, organization, testing and grading, talking to parents, and much more. The teacher is the
catalyst who puts all these things in motion. The teacher as classroom leader must be decisive,
compassionate, ready, clear and to the point, and above all, professional.

how to make simple machines for kids: The Wright Brothers for Kids Mary Kay Carson, 2003
How they Invented the Airplane includes facts about these brothers and their invention, plus
projects.
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