the art of logical thinking

The Art of Logical Thinking: Unlocking Clear and Effective Reasoning

the art of logical thinking is a skill that goes beyond solving puzzles or winning
debates; it’s a fundamental approach to understanding the world with clarity and
precision. In everyday life, logical thinking helps us make better decisions, solve problems
efficiently, and communicate our ideas persuasively. But what exactly does it mean to
think logically, and how can one cultivate this invaluable ability? Let’s explore the depths
of logical reasoning, its principles, and practical ways to enhance this art.

Understanding the Foundations of Logical
Thinking

Logical thinking revolves around the ability to analyze information, identify patterns, and
draw conclusions based on evidence and sound reasoning. It’s not just about being
“logical” in the sense of being cold or emotionless; instead, it’s about structuring thoughts
coherently and avoiding common errors like cognitive biases or fallacies.

What Is Logical Thinking?

At its core, logical thinking is the process of evaluating arguments and ideas
systematically. It involves:

- Recognizing premises and conclusions
- Assessing the relevance and reliability of information
- Applying deductive or inductive reasoning to reach conclusions

For example, if you know that all humans are mortal and Socrates is a human, then
logically, Socrates must be mortal. This classic syllogism illustrates deductive
reasoning—moving from general premises to a specific conclusion.

Types of Logical Reasoning

There are primarily two forms of logical reasoning that shape how we think critically:

1. **Deductive reasoning**: Starting with a general statement or hypothesis and
examining possibilities to reach a specific, logical conclusion.

2. **Inductive reasoning**: Making broad generalizations based on specific observations
or evidence.

Both forms are essential in different contexts. While deductive reasoning offers certainty
when premises are true, inductive reasoning provides probable conclusions that can guide



innovation and hypothesis testing.

Why the Art of Logical Thinking Matters in Daily
Life
Logical thinking is not reserved for mathematicians or philosophers—it’s a practical skill

that enhances decision-making, problem-solving, and communication in everyday
scenarios.

Improved Decision-Making

When faced with choices, logical thinking helps weigh pros and cons objectively instead of
relying solely on emotions or assumptions. For instance, analyzing the benefits and
drawbacks of a job offer or a financial investment becomes clearer when you apply logical
frameworks.

Effective Problem Solving

Logical thinkers break down complex problems into manageable parts. By identifying
cause-and-effect relationships and ruling out irrelevant information, they find solutions
more efficiently. This approach is invaluable in both professional settings and personal
challenges.

Clear Communication

Presenting ideas logically ensures your audience understands your message without
confusion. Whether writing an essay, making a presentation, or engaging in a debate,
structuring arguments with logical flow makes your point compelling and credible.

Common Barriers to Logical Thinking

Even with the best intentions, many factors can cloud logical reasoning. Becoming aware
of these obstacles is the first step toward overcoming them.

Cognitive Biases

Our brains are wired to take mental shortcuts, sometimes leading to biases such as
confirmation bias (favoring information that supports existing beliefs) or availability



heuristic (relying on immediate examples that come to mind). These biases distort logical
analysis.

Emotional Interference

Strong emotions can hijack rational thought. While emotions are important, unchecked
feelings like fear or anger can lead to impulsive decisions that lack logical foundation.

Lack of Critical Thinking Skills

Logical thinking is a skill that requires practice. Without training in critical thinking,
people may struggle to evaluate arguments effectively or recognize faulty reasoning.

How to Develop the Art of Logical Thinking

The good news is that logical reasoning is not an innate talent but a learned skill. Here are
practical strategies to sharpen your logical mind.

Practice Questioning Assumptions

Start by challenging your own beliefs and assumptions. Ask yourself:
- “Is this evidence reliable?”
- “Are there alternative explanations?”

- “What is the basis for this conclusion?”

This habit encourages open-mindedness and reduces the influence of bias.

Engage in Mindful Reading and Listening

When consuming information, especially from news or social media, pay attention to the
logic behind arguments. Identify premises, check for logical fallacies (like straw man or
slippery slope), and note whether conclusions follow from the data presented.

Learn Formal Logic and Critical Thinking Techniques

Studying principles of formal logic, such as syllogisms, logical connectors (and, or, not),
and argument mapping can provide structure to your thinking process. Many online
courses and books offer accessible introductions to these concepts.



Apply Logic Through Writing and Discussion

Writing essays or journals that require you to build arguments helps solidify logical
thinking. Similarly, engaging in thoughtful discussions or debates encourages you to
articulate reasoning clearly and respond to counterarguments effectively.

Utilize Problem-Solving Frameworks

Techniques like the scientific method, root cause analysis, or mind mapping can guide
logical exploration of complex issues. These frameworks promote systematic evaluation
rather than jumping to conclusions.

Logical Thinking in the Age of Information
Overload

In today’s digital world, where information bombards us from every direction, the art of
logical thinking becomes even more critical. With fake news, misinformation, and echo
chambers proliferating, the ability to sift through data critically is a powerful tool.

Developing Media Literacy

Logical thinkers approach media consumption with skepticism and verification. Cross-
checking sources, recognizing sensationalism, and understanding the context behind
information are essential skills to maintain clarity.

Balancing Logic and Emotion

While logic is vital, recognizing the role of emotion in human experience helps create
balanced judgments. The best decisions often come from integrating rational analysis with
emotional intelligence.

Everyday Exercises to Enhance Logical Thinking

Incorporating small daily habits can make the cultivation of logical reasoning a natural
part of life.

e Play strategy games: Chess, Sudoku, or logic puzzles challenge your brain to think
ahead and analyze patterns.



¢ Practice mental math: Strengthens your ability to process information quickly and
accurately.

e Reflect on decisions: After making a choice, evaluate what reasoning led you there
and consider alternative outcomes.

e Discuss diverse viewpoints: Engage with people who hold different opinions to
broaden your perspective and refine your arguments.

The art of logical thinking is an evolving journey rather than a destination. By nurturing
curiosity, questioning rigorously, and embracing structured reasoning, you empower
yourself to navigate life’s complexities with confidence and insight. Whether you’re solving
a work problem, debating an issue, or simply making daily choices, this skill enriches your
understanding and sharpens your intellect in meaningful ways.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the art of logical thinking?

The art of logical thinking refers to the skill of reasoning clearly and systematically to
analyze information, solve problems, and make sound decisions.

Why is logical thinking important in everyday life?

Logical thinking helps individuals make rational decisions, avoid cognitive biases, solve
problems efficiently, and communicate ideas clearly, leading to better outcomes in
personal and professional situations.

How can one improve their logical thinking skills?

Improving logical thinking can be achieved through practices such as studying formal
logic, engaging in puzzles and problem-solving activities, analyzing arguments critically,
and reflecting on one’s thought processes.

What are common barriers to effective logical thinking?

Common barriers include cognitive biases, emotional reasoning, lack of information,
assumptions, and distractions that can cloud judgment and lead to faulty conclusions.

How does logical thinking differ from creative thinking?

Logical thinking focuses on structured, rule-based reasoning and follows clear principles,
while creative thinking emphasizes originality, imagination, and generating novel ideas,
though both can complement each other.



Can logical thinking be applied in decision-making
under uncertainty?

Yes, logical thinking aids decision-making under uncertainty by helping evaluate evidence,
weigh probabilities, and anticipate consequences, thereby enabling more rational and
informed choices even when outcomes are not guaranteed.

Additional Resources
The Art of Logical Thinking: Navigating Reason with Precision

the art of logical thinking is a fundamental cognitive skill that underpins rational
decision-making, problem-solving, and effective communication. In a world inundated with
information, the capacity to analyze arguments, identify fallacies, and draw sound
conclusions is more crucial than ever. Logical thinking transcends academic disciplines,
influencing business strategies, scientific research, and everyday interpersonal
interactions. This article explores the multifaceted nature of logical reasoning, its practical
applications, and the cognitive tools that enhance this indispensable skill.

The Foundations of Logical Thinking

Logical thinking involves the process of using structured, coherent reasoning to arrive at
conclusions based on evidence and sound principles. At its core, it requires the
recognition of valid arguments, the ability to distinguish between correlation and
causation, and the evaluation of premises for truthfulness and relevance. Unlike intuitive
or emotional thinking, logical thinking prioritizes clarity and consistency.

The study of logic dates back to ancient philosophers such as Aristotle, who established
the syllogism as a method of deductive reasoning. Modern logic has evolved to encompass
symbolic logic, formal systems, and computational models, all of which contribute to the
precision of analytical thought. Today, logical thinking remains a vital skill in disciplines
ranging from computer science and law to psychology and economics.

Types of Logical Reasoning

Understanding the different types of logical reasoning is essential for mastering the art of
logical thinking:

¢ Deductive Reasoning: Starts with a general statement or hypothesis and examines
the possibilities to reach a specific, logical conclusion. For example, "All humans are
mortal; Socrates is human; therefore, Socrates is mortal."

e Inductive Reasoning: Makes broad generalizations from specific observations,
often used in scientific inquiry. For instance, observing that the sun rises every



morning and concluding it will rise tomorrow.

e Abductive Reasoning: Involves forming the most likely explanation from
incomplete information, frequently applied in diagnostic processes.

Each reasoning style serves different purposes and contexts, with deductive reasoning
offering certainty if premises are true, while inductive and abductive reasoning deal with
probabilities and hypotheses.

The Role of Logical Thinking in Critical Analysis

Critical thinking and logical reasoning are often intertwined, but they are not identical.
Logical thinking provides the structural framework for analyzing arguments, whereas
critical thinking encompasses broader evaluative skills, including skepticism, reflection,
and open-mindedness.

In professional settings, the art of logical thinking enables individuals to dissect complex
issues, avoid cognitive biases, and make well-informed decisions. For example, in
business, leaders use logical frameworks to weigh risks and benefits, forecast outcomes,

and devise strategic plans. In law, attorneys construct arguments based on logical
consistency and evidentiary support.

Common Logical Fallacies to Avoid

A key component of mastering logical thinking is recognizing and circumventing logical
fallacies, which undermine arguments and distort reasoning. Some pervasive fallacies
include:

e Ad Hominem: Attacking the person instead of the argument.

e Straw Man: Misrepresenting an opponent's argument to make it easier to attack.

e False Dilemma: Presenting two options as the only possibilities when others exist.

e Slippery Slope: Arguing that one action will inevitably lead to extreme
consequences without evidence.

e Appeal to Authority: Assuming a claim is true because an authority figure endorses
it, without scrutinizing the evidence.

Awareness of these fallacies sharpens one’s ability to engage in logical debate and fosters
intellectual honesty.



Enhancing Logical Thinking Skills

Developing proficiency in logical thinking requires deliberate practice and exposure to
diverse intellectual challenges. Several strategies can facilitate this growth:

1. Engage with Puzzles and Games: Activities like chess, Sudoku, and logic puzzles
stimulate analytical thinking and pattern recognition.

2. Study Formal Logic: Learning symbolic logic and argument structures provides a
systematic approach to reasoning.

3. Practice Writing Arguments: Constructing essays or debates forces clarity and
coherence in expressing ideas.

4. Seek Diverse Perspectives: Exposure to differing viewpoints encourages flexibility
and critical evaluation.

5. Reflect on Cognitive Biases: Understanding biases such as confirmation bias or
anchoring effect helps mitigate flawed reasoning.

Digital platforms and educational resources increasingly offer tools and courses designed
to cultivate logical thinking, making skill acquisition more accessible.

The Intersection of Logic and Technology

In the digital age, logical thinking has found new relevance through its application in

artificial intelligence (AI) and data analytics. Algorithms operate on principles of formal
logic to process information and make decisions. Machine learning models, while often
probabilistic, rely on logical frameworks for classification, prediction, and optimization.

Moreover, logic programming languages like Prolog exemplify how logic serves as the
backbone of computational reasoning. As automation and Al permeate various industries,
individuals with strong logical thinking skills are better equipped to understand, design,
and evaluate these technologies.

Challenges and Limitations

While the art of logical thinking offers immense benefits, it is not without limitations.
Human cognition is susceptible to emotional influences, heuristics, and social pressures
that can cloud judgment. Overreliance on logic alone may neglect the nuances of ethical
considerations, creativity, and emotional intelligence.

Furthermore, complex real-world problems often involve ambiguous or incomplete data,



making pure logical deduction insufficient. In such cases, a balanced approach integrating
intuition, experience, and logic proves more effective.

Acknowledging these challenges encourages a holistic approach to reasoning that
embraces both analytical rigor and contextual sensitivity.

The art of logical thinking remains a dynamic and evolving discipline, essential for
navigating the complexities of modern life. By cultivating this skill, individuals enhance
their ability to think clearly, argue persuasively, and make decisions grounded in reason.
As information landscapes grow ever more intricate, mastering logical thought will
continue to be a hallmark of intellectual competence and practical wisdom.
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the art of logical thinking: The Art of Logical Thinking William Walker Atkinson, 1915

the art of logical thinking: The Art of Logical Thinking; Or, The Laws of Reasoning William
Walker Atkinson, 1919

the art of logical thinking: The Art Of Logical Thinking William Walker Atkinson,
2018-12-18 By the employment of the reasoning faculties of the mind we compare objects presented
to the mind as percepts or concepts, taking up the raw materials of thought and weaving them into
more complex and elaborate mental fabrics which we call abstract and general ideas of truth. Brooks
says: It is the thinking power of the mind; the faculty which gives us what has been called
thought-knowledge, in distinction from sense-knowledge. It may be regarded as the mental architect
among the faculties; it transforms the material furnished by the senses ... into new products, and
thus builds up the temples of science and philosophy.

the art of logical thinking: The Art of Logical Thinking; Or, The Laws of Reasoning
William Walker Atkinson, 2019-11-19 In The Art of Logical Thinking; Or, The Laws of Reasoning,
William Walker Atkinson presents a profound exploration of the principles underlying effective
reasoning and logical thought. Written in the early 20th century, the book is characterized by
Atkinson's clear and engaging prose, blending practicality with philosophical musings. It delves into
various reasoning methods, emphasizing the importance of clear thinking in everyday life while also
addressing common logical fallacies that impede rational thought. Atkinson'Aés discourse is
enriched with examples and exercises designed to sharpen the reader's analytical skills, reflecting
the intellectual climate of a period marked by rapid industrialization and a burgeoning fascination
with psychology and self-improvement. William Walker Atkinson was a prominent figure in the New
Thought movement, which emphasized the power of positive thinking and its implications for
personal development. His experiences as a practitioner of various philosophies and a writer on
topics ranging from metaphysics to personal success deeply influence his approach in this book.
Atkinson's engagement with psychological concepts and his commitment to mental acuity inform his
advocacy for reason as an essential tool for human potential. Recommended for scholars, students,
and anyone keen on enhancing their reasoning abilities, The Art of Logical Thinking serves as both a
foundational text and a practical guide. Atkinson'Ads insights encourage readers to cultivate their
critical thinking skills, thereby empowering them to navigate the complexities of life with clarity and
confidence.

the art of logical thinking: The Art of Logical Thinking William Walker Atkinson, 2018-07-31

the art of logical thinking: The Art of Logical Thinking; Or, the Laws of Reasoning
Atkinson William Walker, 2016-06-23 Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1) We have
not used OCR(Optical Character Recognition), as this leads to bad quality books with introduced
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typos. (2) In books where there are images such as portraits, maps, sketches etc We have
endeavoured to keep the quality of these images, so they represent accurately the original artefact.
Although occasionally there may be certain imperfections with these old texts, we feel they deserve
to be made available for future generations to enjoy.

the art of logical thinking: The Art of Logical Thinking Or The Law of Reasoning William
Walker Atkinson, 2024-03-23 William Walker Atkinson, an attorney by trade, explains different kinds
of logic and reasoning - deductive, inductive and hypothetical. The primary focus of The Art of
Logical Thinking is to provide readers with insights into developing and refining their logical
thinking abilities. Atkinson explores various aspects of logical reasoning and critical thinking, aiming
to guide readers in making better decisions, solving problems, and approaching issues with a more
rational mindset. Key topics covered in the book include: The Nature of Thought: Atkinson delves
into the fundamentals of thought processes, examining how ideas are formed and how the mind
operates in its thinking capacity. Logical Analysis: The book provides techniques for breaking down
complex problems into smaller, more manageable components, facilitating a systematic and logical
approach to problem-solving. Deductive and Inductive Reasoning: Atkinson discusses both deductive
and inductive reasoning, explaining their principles and applications. Deductive reasoning involves
drawing specific conclusions from general principles, while inductive reasoning involves deriving
general principles from specific observations.

the art of logical thinking: The Art of Logical Thinking William Walker Atkinson, 1909

the art of logical thinking: The Art of Logical Thinking Or The Law of Reasoning (Deluxe
Hardbound Edition) William Walker Atkinson, 2024-03-23 William Walker Atkinson, an attorney by
trade, explains different kinds of logic and reasoning - deductive, inductive and hypothetical. The
primary focus of The Art of Logical Thinking is to provide readers with insights into developing and
refining their logical thinking abilities. Atkinson explores various aspects of logical reasoning and
critical thinking, aiming to guide readers in making better decisions, solving problems, and
approaching issues with a more rational mindset. Key topics covered in the book include: The
Nature of Thought: Atkinson delves into the fundamentals of thought processes, examining how
ideas are formed and how the mind operates in its thinking capacity. Logical Analysis: The book
provides techniques for breaking down complex problems into smaller, more manageable
components, facilitating a systematic and logical approach to problem-solving. Deductive and
Inductive Reasoning: Atkinson discusses both deductive and inductive reasoning, explaining their
principles and applications. Deductive reasoning involves drawing specific conclusions from general
principles, while inductive reasoning involves deriving general principles from specific observations.

the art of logical thinking: The Art of Logical Thinking (Esprios Classics) William Walker
Atkinson, 2022-12-13 William Walker Atkinson (December 5, 1862 - November 22, 1932) was an
attorney, merchant, publisher, and author, as well as an occultist and an American pioneer of the
New Thought movement. He is the author of the pseudonymous works attributed to Theron Q.
Dumont and Yogi Ramacharaka. He wrote an estimated 100 books, all in the last 30 years of his life.
He was mentioned in past editions of Who's Who in America, in Religious Leaders of America, and in
similar publications. His works have remained in print more or less continuously since 1900.

the art of logical thinking: The Art of Logical Thinking William Walker Atkinson, 2014-03
This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections
such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the
original artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this work is culturally
important, and despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as part of our
continuing commitment to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your
understanding of the imperfections in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable
book. ++++ The below data was compiled from various identification fields in the bibliographic
record of this title. This data is provided as an additional tool in helping to ensure edition
identification: ++++ The Art Of Logical Thinking: Or, The Laws Of Reasoning William Walker
Atkinson The Progress Company, 1909 Philosophy; Logic; Logic; Philosophy / Logic; Reasoning



the art of logical thinking: The Art of Logical Thinking William Walker Atkinson,
2013-02-15 The Art of Logical Thinking. Learn to think smarter with the old masters of logical
thinking. Reasoning is defined as: The act, process or art of exercising the faculty of reason; the act
or faculty of employing reason in argument; argumentation, ratiocination; reasoning power;
disputation, discussion, argumentation. Stewart says: The word reason itself is far from being
precise in its meaning. In common and popular discourse it denotes that power by which we
distinguish truth from falsehood, and right from wrong, and by which we are enabled to combine
means for the attainment of particular ends. By the employment of the reasoning faculties of the
mind we compare objects presented to the mind as percepts or concepts, taking up the raw
materials of thought and weaving them into more complex and elaborate mental fabrics which we
call abstract and general ideas of truth. Brooks says: It is the thinking power of the mind; the faculty
which gives us what has been called thought-knowledge, in distinction from sense-knowledge. It may
be regarded as the mental architect among the faculties; it transforms the material furnished by the
senses ... into new products, and thus builds up the temples of science and philosophy. The
last-mentioned authority adds: Its products are twofold, ideas and thoughts. An idea is a mental
product which when expressed in words does not give a proposition; a thought is a mental product
which embraces the relation of two or more ideas. The ideas of the understanding are of two general
classes; abstract ideas and general ideas. The thoughts are also of two general classes; those
pertaining to contingent truth and those pertaining to necessary truth. In contingent truth, we have
facts, or immediate judgments, and general truths including laws and causes, derived from
particular facts; in necessary truth we have axioms, or self-evident truths, and the truths derived
from them by reasoning, called theorems.

the art of logical thinking: The Art of Logical Thinking Or The Laws of Reasoning
William Walker Atkinson, 2024-05-29 Enhance your logical thinking skills with The Art Of Logical
Thinking Or The Laws Of Reasoning by William Walker Atkinson, a comprehensive guide that
explores the principles and techniques of effective reasoning and logical analysis. Immerse yourself
in Atkinson's teachings as he unveils the art of thinking critically and making sound decisions. As the
pages unfold, delve into the art of logical thinking, covering aspects from deductive and inductive
reasoning to the laws that govern effective thought processes. William Walker Atkinson provides
readers with practical exercises and insights to sharpen their logical thinking skills, offering a
valuable resource for anyone seeking to enhance their cognitive abilities. But here's a question that
resonates with those aiming to improve their logical thinking: What are the key laws and principles
that govern logical reasoning, and how can individuals apply these laws to everyday decision-making
and problem-solving? Reflect on the transformative teachings presented by Atkinson, prompting
contemplation on the practical applications of logical thinking in various aspects of life. Experience
the art of logical thinking with The Art Of Logical Thinking. Short, instructive paragraphs guide you
through Atkinson's principles, encouraging you to embrace the practices that can lead to improved
reasoning and more effective decision-making. Are you ready to unlock the art of logical thinking
and enhance your cognitive abilities? Join William Walker Atkinson on a logical exploration through
the pages of The Art Of Logical Thinking and discover the keys to thinking critically and making
informed decisions. Open the doors to a world of improved reasoning. Purchase The Art Of Logical
Thinking now, and let Atkinson's timeless wisdom be your guide on the journey to developing logical
thinking skills that can be applied in various aspects of your life. Seize the opportunity to own a
piece of cognitive brilliance. Embrace the art of logical thinking with The Art Of Logical Thinking
and let Atkinson's insights inspire you to approach challenges and decisions with a sharper and more
logical mind.

the art of logical thinking: The Art of Logical Thinking William Walker Atkinson, 2016-08-06
William Walker Atkinson was an American attorney, occultist, and writer who was one of the key
contributors to the New Thought Movement. Atkinson also wrote under the pen name of Yogi
Ramacharaka. This is an excellent book on logic with many original ideas that are still relevant
today.



the art of logical thinking: The Art of Logical Thinking William Walker Atkinson,
2017-10-14 Excerpt from The Art of Logical Thinking: Or the Laws of Reasoning Reasoning is
defined as The act, process or art of exercising the faculty of rea son; the act or faculty of employing
reason in argument; argumentation, ratiocination; rea soning power; disputation, discussion, argu
mentation. Stewart says: The word rea son itself is far from being precise in its mean ing. In
common and popular discourse it de notes that power by which we distinguish truth from falsehood,
and right from wrong, and by which we are enabled to combine means for the attainment of
particular ends. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and
classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important
historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work,
preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases,
an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition.
We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that
remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.

the art of logical thinking: Art of Logical Thinking William Walker Atkinson, 2019

the art of logical thinking: The Art of Logical Thinking Or the Laws of Reasoning William
Atkinson, 2018-06-06 I. Reasoning 4II. The Process of Reasoning 11III. The Concept 191V. The Use
of Concepts 30V. Concepts and Images 40VI. Terms 48VII. The Meaning of Terms 64VIIIL. Judgments
731X. Propositions 81X. Immediate Reasoning 90XI. Inductive Reasoning 99XII. Reasoning by
Induction 108XIII. Theory and Hypotheses 117XIV. Making and Testing Hypotheses 124XV.
Deductive Reasoning 135XVI. The Syllogism 146XVII. Varieties of Syllogisms 157XVIII. Reasoning by
Analogy 168XIX. Fallacies 175

the art of logical thinking: The Art of Logical Thinking William Walker Atkinson, 1909 William
Walker Atkinson, an attorney by trade, explains different kinds of logic and reasoning - deductive,
inductive and hypothetical. The author begins by describing how the mind forms ideas and concepts,
and then subjects these to the mental processes of higher reasoning. The memory stores a repository
of terms, which are different from concepts in that they apply exclusively to the name of things.
Through reasoning the mind can arrive at a judgment of a given thing or idea, and through simple
distinction can reject what is false - for instance, the notion that a horse is a cow. Moving on from
these simple examples, Atkinson describes how complex judgments and analyses are formed by the
mind. Piecing together an accurate chain of events forms a kind of inductive reasoning - for example,
if several people enters a store empty-handed, and later emerge with bags of fruit and vegetables, is
it sensible to infer that it is a grocery store. Deriving conclusions from facts and events is forming a
hypothesis; with the use of information, assertions can be made to arrive at a sensible conclusion -
without personally entering said store, based on known facts it is credible to hypothesize that it sells
groceries.

the art of logical thinking: The Art of Logical Thinking Wlliam Walker Atkinson, 2013-11-23
Reasoning is defined as: The act, process or art of exercising the faculty of reason; the act or faculty
of employing reason in argument; argumentation, ratiocination; reasoning power; disputation,
discussion, argumentation. In order to reason correctly it is not merely necessary to have a good
intellect. An athlete may have the proper proportions, good framework, and symmetrical muscles,
but he cannot expect to cope with others of his kind unless he has learned to develop those muscles
and to use them to the best advantage. In the same way, the man who wishes to reason correctly
must develop his intellectual faculties and must also learn the art of using them to the best
advantage. Otherwise he will waste his mental energy and will be placed at a disadvantage when
confronted with a trained logician in argument or debate. William Walter Atkinson's book is for those
dedicated to training their mind to use reason to their advantage.

the art of logical thinking: The Art of Logical Thinking William Walker Atkinson,
2016-11-04 Reasoning is defined as: The act, process or art of exercising the faculty of reason; the
act or faculty of employing reason in argument; argumentation, ratiocination; reasoning power;
disputation, discussion, argumentation. Stewart says: The word reason itself is far from being



precise in its meaning. In common and popular discourse it denotes that power by which we
distinguish truth from falsehood, and right from wrong, and by which we are enabled to combine
means for the attainment of particular ends.
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