
history of reeses peanut butter cups

The Rich History of Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups: From Humble Beginnings to Iconic Treat

history of reeses peanut butter cups is a fascinating tale that intertwines innovation, perseverance, and a
dash of American entrepreneurial spirit. This beloved candy, known for its perfect blend of creamy peanut
butter and rich chocolate, has become an iconic treat enjoyed by millions around the world. But how did
Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups come to be? Let’s unwrap the story behind one of the most famous candy
creations in history.

The Origins: Meet H.B. Reese

The history of Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups begins with a man named Harry Burnett Reese, better known
as H.B. Reese. Born in 1879 in Pennsylvania, Reese’s journey to candy fame wasn’t straightforward. He
initially worked as a dairy farmer before moving into the candy business. His transition into confectionery
was inspired by his work at the Hershey Company, where he gained invaluable experience.

H.B. Reese worked in the Hershey factory for several years, learning the ins and outs of candy making and
production. This connection would later prove crucial, as the Hershey Chocolate Company would
eventually play a significant role in the distribution and success of Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups.

From Farm to Factory: The Early Days of Reese’s Candy Company

In the 1920s, H.B. Reese took a leap of faith and started his own candy business in his basement. He began
by making small batches of various candies, but it was his peanut butter and chocolate combination that
stood out. In 1928, he officially founded the H.B. Reese Candy Company in Hershey, Pennsylvania.

The peanut butter cup, as we know it today, was born from Reese’s experimentation with combining
peanut butter and chocolate. At the time, peanut butter was becoming increasingly popular in American
households, but pairing it with chocolate in a convenient, bite-sized form was a novel idea.

The Birth of the Peanut Butter Cup

The iconic Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup was introduced in 1928, though it didn’t immediately skyrocket to
fame. The candy was originally sold in simple packaging and marketed locally. What made the peanut
butter cup so unique was its perfect balance of sweet and salty, creamy and crunchy textures — a



combination that quickly won over candy lovers.

Innovations in Candy Making and Packaging

One of the reasons Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups gained popularity was H.B. Reese’s innovative approach to
candy manufacturing. He developed a process to mass-produce the cups efficiently, using molds that
allowed for consistent shape and size. Packaging also evolved from basic wax paper to the now-familiar
orange wrappers that are instantly recognizable today.

Reese was also a savvy marketer. He distributed his peanut butter cups through local stores and eventually
expanded to larger markets, leveraging his relationship with the Hershey Company for chocolate supply
and distribution channels.

Reese’s and Hershey: A Sweet Partnership

The history of Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups took a significant turn in 1963 when the H.B. Reese Candy
Company was sold to the Hershey Chocolate Corporation. This acquisition allowed Reese’s Peanut Butter
Cups to reach a national audience with the marketing muscle and distribution network of Hershey behind
them.

Under Hershey’s umbrella, Reese’s underwent several product innovations, including new sizes, seasonal
variations, and different chocolate types. The brand expanded beyond the original peanut butter cup to
include Reese’s Pieces, Reese’s Sticks, and other peanut butter and chocolate combinations.

Why Hershey’s Acquisition Was a Game-Changer

- **Expanded Distribution:** Hershey’s nationwide reach meant Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups were
suddenly available coast-to-coast.
- **Improved Marketing:** Hershey invested in advertising campaigns that helped position Reese’s as a
staple in American candy culture.
- **Product Innovation:** New flavors and formats kept the brand fresh and appealing to a broader
audience.

The Cultural Impact of Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups

Over the decades, Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups have become more than just candy; they’re a cultural icon.



Their unique flavor profile has inspired countless recipes, from cakes and cookies to ice cream and cocktails.
The candy’s widespread popularity is evident in its consistent presence on “best candy” lists and its devoted
fan base.

Reese’s in Pop Culture and Holidays

Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups have become synonymous with Halloween, often appearing in trick-or-treat
bags across the U.S. The brand also capitalizes on seasonal editions — think Reese’s Christmas trees,
Halloween pumpkins, and Valentine’s hearts — keeping the product relevant year-round.

In movies, television shows, and social media, Reese’s has been referenced and celebrated, further
cementing its place in American culture.

The Secret to Reese’s Enduring Popularity

What keeps Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups at the top of candy lovers’ lists? It all comes down to the perfect
harmony of flavors and textures. The slightly salty peanut butter center contrasts beautifully with the
sweet, smooth milk chocolate shell, creating a taste experience that is both comforting and indulgent.

Additionally, Reese’s has been smart about evolving with consumer tastes. Offering options like Reese’s
Dark Chocolate, Reese’s White Chocolate, and even sugar-free versions has helped the brand appeal to a
wider audience.

Tips on Enjoying Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups

- **Try Chilling Them:** Refrigerating Reese’s can enhance the crunch and create a different texture
experience.
- **Pair with Beverages:** They pair wonderfully with milk, coffee, or even stout beer for an adult twist.
- **Bake with Them:** Incorporate chopped Reese’s into brownies or cookies for an extra peanut buttery
punch.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups

As the candy market continues to evolve, Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups remain a staple, continuously
adapting to new trends such as organic ingredients, sustainable packaging, and innovative flavors. The
legacy of H.B. Reese’s original idea shows no signs of fading, with the brand thriving in both traditional



retail and online spaces.

The history of Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups is a testament to how a simple yet ingenious candy idea,
combined with smart business decisions and cultural resonance, can create a lasting legacy that spans nearly
a century. Whether you’re a longtime fan or a newcomer, understanding the roots of Reese’s adds an extra
layer of appreciation for every delicious bite.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who invented Reese's Peanut Butter Cups?
Reese's Peanut Butter Cups were invented by Harry Burnett Reese, a former dairy farmer and shipping
foreman for Milton S. Hershey, the founder of The Hershey Company.

When were Reese's Peanut Butter Cups first introduced?
Reese's Peanut Butter Cups were first introduced in 1928 by H.B. Reese.

How did Reese's Peanut Butter Cups become part of The Hershey
Company?
H.B. Reese's company was acquired by The Hershey Company in 1963, which helped popularize and
expand the distribution of Reese's Peanut Butter Cups.

What inspired H.B. Reese to create the peanut butter cup?
H.B. Reese was inspired to combine chocolate and peanut butter, two popular ingredients, creating a
unique candy that stood out from other confections at the time.

How has the packaging of Reese's Peanut Butter Cups evolved over
time?
The packaging of Reese's Peanut Butter Cups has evolved from simple wax paper to bright orange
wrappers featuring the iconic Reese's logo, making the product easily recognizable.

What role did the Great Depression play in the popularity of Reese's
Peanut Butter Cups?
During the Great Depression, Reese's affordable and tasty peanut butter cups became popular as a cost-
effective treat, helping sustain the brand during tough economic times.



How did Reese's Peanut Butter Cups expand their product line over the
years?
Reese's expanded their product line by introducing variations like miniatures, Big Cups, white chocolate
versions, and seasonal shapes to appeal to a broader audience.

Why are Reese's Peanut Butter Cups considered a classic American
candy?
Reese's Peanut Butter Cups combine two beloved American flavors—chocolate and peanut butter—and
have a long history dating back to 1928, making them a nostalgic and iconic candy in the U.S.

Additional Resources
**The History of Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups: A Sweet American Legacy**

history of reeses peanut butter cups traces the journey of one of America’s most beloved confections, a
chocolate and peanut butter combination that has captivated taste buds for nearly a century. This iconic
candy, known simply as Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups, is more than just a popular treat; it represents a
significant chapter in the evolution of the confectionery industry and American consumer culture.
Understanding its origins, development, and market impact provides insight into how a simple idea
transformed into a global phenomenon.

The Origins of Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups

The story begins in the early 20th century with Harry Burnett Reese, a former dairy farmer and shipping
foreman for the Hershey Company. In 1923, Reese left his job to start his own candy business in his
basement in Hershey, Pennsylvania. Operating under the name H.B. Reese Candy Company, he
experimented with different recipes, eventually crafting a unique product that combined creamy peanut
butter with smooth milk chocolate.

Reese’s innovative approach was met with immediate success. The combination leveraged two flavors that
were already popular but rarely paired in confectionery at the time. By 1928, Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups
had become a staple product for his company. The candy’s distinctive cup shape and the perfect balance
between salty peanut butter and sweet chocolate set it apart from other candies in the market.



Early Challenges and Market Penetration

Despite the initial popularity, the H.B. Reese Candy Company faced significant challenges in scaling
production and distribution. The Great Depression posed economic hardships, but Reese’s Peanut Butter
Cups managed to maintain a loyal customer base due to their affordable price and satisfying taste. Part of
their appeal was the practicality of the packaging—small, individually wrapped cups that were easy to
carry and share.

By the 1940s, Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups had expanded beyond Pennsylvania, gaining traction in
neighboring states. The candy’s reputation for quality and flavor helped it compete with more established
brands. However, it wasn’t until the mid-20th century that Reese’s would experience a transformative
moment in its history.

Acquisition by Hershey and Expansion

In 1963, seven years after H.B. Reese’s death in 1956, the Hershey Chocolate Corporation acquired the H.B.
Reese Candy Company. This acquisition was a pivotal moment that propelled Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups
into the national spotlight. Hershey’s extensive distribution network and marketing resources enabled the
candy to reach a broader audience across the United States.

The synergy between Hershey’s chocolate expertise and Reese’s peanut butter recipe created a powerful
brand. Hershey’s invested heavily in advertising, positioning Reese’s as a versatile treat suitable for all
occasions. The candy’s packaging evolved to include the now-iconic orange wrapper, which became
synonymous with the brand.

Product Innovation and Variants

Following the acquisition, Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups diversified its product line to cater to changing
consumer tastes and market trends. Some of the key innovations include:

Miniature Cups: Smaller versions intended for sharing and portion control, introduced in the 1970s.

White Chocolate and Dark Chocolate Varieties: Expanding the flavor profile beyond traditional milk
chocolate.

Seasonal Shapes: Holiday-themed cups for Halloween, Christmas, and Easter, boosting sales during
festive periods.



Reese’s Pieces: Candy-coated peanut butter bites launched in the 1970s, which complemented the
original cups and further solidified the brand.

These product extensions not only increased market penetration but also reinforced Reese’s as a versatile
and innovative brand within Hershey’s portfolio.

Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups in Popular Culture

The history of Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups is inseparable from its cultural impact. The candy has been
featured in movies, TV shows, and advertising campaigns that emphasize its nostalgic and indulgent
qualities. Its distinct flavor combination has made it a favorite among diverse demographics, from children
to adults.

One notable cultural milestone came in the 1980s when Reese’s Pieces gained widespread fame through
their appearance in the blockbuster film *E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial*. This product tie-in significantly
boosted sales and introduced the Reese’s brand to a global audience.

Marketing Strategies and Brand Loyalty

Hershey’s marketing strategies for Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups have consistently emphasized emotional
appeal and brand loyalty. Campaigns often highlight the candy’s “perfect pairing” of peanut butter and
chocolate, appealing to consumers’ cravings for both comfort and indulgence.

Social media and digital marketing have further extended Reese’s reach, targeting younger generations
with interactive content and limited-edition product launches. The brand’s ability to adapt to changing
consumer behavior while maintaining its core identity underscores its staying power.

Comparative Analysis: Reese’s vs. Other Peanut Butter Chocolates

When examining the history of Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups, it’s useful to compare them with other similar
products in the market. While various companies have produced peanut butter-filled chocolates, Reese’s
dominance stems from several factors:

Flavor Balance: The precise ratio of peanut butter to chocolate creates a harmonious taste that
competitors often fail to replicate.



Texture: The creamy and slightly gritty peanut butter contrasts with the smooth chocolate coating,
enhancing sensory appeal.

Brand Recognition: Decades of consistent branding have made Reese’s synonymous with peanut
butter cups.

Distribution and Availability: Hershey’s extensive network ensures that Reese’s products are widely
accessible in retail outlets worldwide.

Many other peanut butter chocolates attempt to mimic Reese’s success, but few have matched its market
share or cultural resonance.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its popularity, Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups face challenges typical of mass-produced confectionery.
Concerns over ingredient quality, particularly the use of partially hydrogenated oils and high sugar
content, have been raised by health-conscious consumers. Additionally, allergy risks due to peanuts limit
the product’s accessibility for some individuals.

Hershey’s has responded by introducing variations like reduced-sugar and organic options, though the
classic recipe remains the flagship product. Balancing consumer demand for indulgence with health trends
remains an ongoing tension in the candy industry.

The Future of Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups

Looking ahead, the history of Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups suggests continued innovation and adaptation.
The brand’s legacy is built on combining tradition with responsiveness to market dynamics. Emerging
trends such as plant-based ingredients, sustainable sourcing, and personalized nutrition may influence
future product development.

Hershey’s investments in research and development point toward expanding the Reese’s lineup with new
flavors, packaging formats, and limited-edition collaborations. As consumer tastes evolve, Reese’s will likely
maintain its position by leveraging its strong heritage and brand equity.

The enduring appeal of Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups exemplifies how a simple confection can become a
cultural icon. From Harry Burnett Reese’s basement experiments to a global brand, the candy’s history
reflects broader themes in American innovation, marketing, and consumer habits. Its story continues to
unfold, promising new chapters in the sweet saga of chocolate and peanut butter.
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  history of reeses peanut butter cups: Reese's Peanut Butter Cups: the Untold Story Andrew
R. Reese, 2008-11-19 There have been many famous inventors over the years, such as Benjamin
Franklin and Thomas Edison. Then there is that other guy... People often wonder who invented the
famous REESE's Peanut Butter Cups. This book is written by the Grandson of H.B. Reese, founder of
the REESE'S Peanut Butter Cups. No other document contains the amount of detail and accurate
accounting of H.B. Reese's entire life than this historical book. Do you want to know how the famous
REESE'S Peanut Butter Cups were really invented? H.B. Reese's family legacy has been uniquely
captured in this book.
  history of reeses peanut butter cups: Reese's Peanut Butter Cups Andrew R. Reese, 2008-10
There have been many famous inventors over the years, such as Benjamin Franklin and Thomas
Edison. Then there is that other guy... People often wonder who invented the famous REESE's
Peanut Butter Cups. This book is written by the Grandson of H.B. Reese, founder of the REESE'S
Peanut Butter Cups. No other document contains the amount of detail and accurate accounting of
H.B. Reese's entire life than this historical book. Do you want to know how the famous REESE'S
Peanut Butter Cups were really invented? H.B. Reese's family legacy has been uniquely captured in
this book.
  history of reeses peanut butter cups: Food and Drink in American History Andrew F.
Smith, 2013-10-28 This three-volume encyclopedia on the history of American food and beverages
serves as an ideal companion resource for social studies and American history courses, covering
topics ranging from early American Indian foods to mandatory nutrition information at fast food
restaurants. The expression you are what you eat certainly applies to Americans, not just in terms of
our physical health, but also in the myriad ways that our taste preferences, eating habits, and food
culture are intrinsically tied to our society and history. This standout reference work comprises two
volumes containing more than 600 alphabetically arranged historical entries on American foods and
beverages, as well as dozens of historical recipes for traditional American foods; and a third volume
of more than 120 primary source documents. Never before has there been a reference work that
coalesces this diverse range of information into a single set. The entries in this set provide
information that will transform any American history research project into an engaging learning
experience. Examples include explanations of how tuna fish became a staple food product for
Americans, how the canning industry emerged from the Civil War, the difference between Americans
and people of other countries in terms of what percentage of their income is spent on food and
beverages, and how taxation on beverages like tea, rum, and whisky set off important political
rebellions in U.S. history.
  history of reeses peanut butter cups: The ONIT TexS-AngelEyes Story AngelEyes , TexS ,
2023-01-01 The saga of a hustler daddy dom and his innocent alpha submissive BabyGirl.
  history of reeses peanut butter cups: The Book of Chocolate HP Newquist, 2017-03-21
Chocolate . . . - Its scientific name means “food of the gods.” - The Aztecs mixed it with blood and
gave it to sacrificial victims to drink. - The entire town of Hershey, Pennsylvania was built by Milton
Hershey to support his chocolate factory. Its streetlights are shaped like chocolate Kisses. - The first
men to climb to the top of Mount Everest buried a chocolate bar there as an offering to the gods of
the mountain. - Every twenty-four hours, the U.S. chocolate industry goes through eight million
pounds of sugar. - Its special flavor is created by a combination of 600 to 1000 different chemical
compounds Join science author HP Newquist as he explores chocolate’s fascinating history. Along
the way you’ll meet colorful characters like the feathered-serpent god Quetzalcoatl, who gave
chocolate trees to the Aztecs; Henri Nestlé, who invented milk chocolate while trying to save the
lives of babies who couldn’t nurse; and the quarrelsome Mars family, who split into two warring
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factions, one selling Milky Way, Snickers, and 3 Musketeers bars, the other Mars Bars and M&M’s.
From its origin as the sacred, bitter drink of South American rulers to the familiar candy bars sold
by today’s multimillion dollar businesses, people everywhere have fallen in love with chocolate, the
world’s favorite flavor.
  history of reeses peanut butter cups: Reports of the Museum of Natural History, University
of Wisconsin- -Stevens Point , 2002
  history of reeses peanut butter cups: National Food Review , 1988
  history of reeses peanut butter cups: StoryQuarterly , 1985
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content that is a mixture of information, instruction, and inspiration, designed to strengthen readers'
abilities to better perform their leadership roles in Scouting and also to assist them as parents in
strengthening families.
  history of reeses peanut butter cups: FoodReview , 1990
  history of reeses peanut butter cups: One Man And God God, 2012-08-21 This amazing story
comes straight from Heaven. Written by none other than the Great Almighty God himself! I hope
everyone will enjoy this true amazing story! This would make a Blockbuster Movie! The amazing
story of David and God!
  history of reeses peanut butter cups: Ohio Buckeye Candy Renee Casteel Cook, 2023
Explore the history of Ohio's one-bite wonder! From humble origins, the buckeye has become Ohio's
namesake candy. Though a classic combination of chocolate and peanut butter, each producer's
offering is as bespoke as the buckeye is beloved. Taste tradition in Amish country at Coblentz
Chocolate Company or sample capital city Columbus' original stuffed offering from The Buckeye
Lady. Visit legendary family businesses like fifth-generation Anthony Thomas, Wittich's, the nation's
oldest candy shop and Winans, a carriage house chocolatier turned coffee roaster, serving up
deliciousness at the seat of the state's Buckeye Candy Trail. Traverse towns to try long-standing
favorites from Esther Price, Marie's Candies and Marsha's Homemade Buckeyes alongside artistic
interpretations from newcomers The Buckeye Co, Tana's Tasty Treats and Lohcally Artisan
Chocolates. Join Renee Casteel Cook, author of Ohio Ice Cream and coauthor of The Columbus Food
Truck Cookbook, as she unfolds how this bite-sized confection has become Ohio's sweetest symbol.
  history of reeses peanut butter cups: Scouting , Published by the Boy Scouts of America for
all BSA registered adult volunteers and professionals, Scouting magazine offers editorial content
that is a mixture of information, instruction, and inspiration, designed to strengthen readers'
abilities to better perform their leadership roles in Scouting and also to assist them as parents in
strengthening families.
  history of reeses peanut butter cups: Torch , 2007
  history of reeses peanut butter cups: Scouting , Published by the Boy Scouts of America for
all BSA registered adult volunteers and professionals, Scouting magazine offers editorial content
that is a mixture of information, instruction, and inspiration, designed to strengthen readers'
abilities to better perform their leadership roles in Scouting and also to assist them as parents in
strengthening families.
  history of reeses peanut butter cups: Beneath the Lake Christopher Ransom, 2015-01-14
Thirty Years Ago On a camping trip by a remote lake, the Mercer family enjoyed the vacation of a
lifetime - until a violent tragedy forced them to make a decision that would haunt them for ever. This
Summer When the younger Mercers learn their father is dying, the family reunites at the lake,
seeking a second chance to put their lives back together. But something is waiting . . . Four Days of
Hell Also arriving at the lake are estranged son Raymond Mercer and an alluring stranger, Megan,
both ignorant of the family's secrets. Within hours, they are all trapped in a relentless nightmare and
fighting for their lives. Some places are better left. Some secrets are better forgotten. Some people
are better dead.



  history of reeses peanut butter cups: Scouting , Published by the Boy Scouts of America for
all BSA registered adult volunteers and professionals, Scouting magazine offers editorial content
that is a mixture of information, instruction, and inspiration, designed to strengthen readers'
abilities to better perform their leadership roles in Scouting and also to assist them as parents in
strengthening families.
  history of reeses peanut butter cups: Hitchhiking Across America Doug Van Gorder,
2009-07-19 Today I will hope for a ride This is how I survive I need to bury my pride And pray to God
I stay alive.
  history of reeses peanut butter cups: Scouting , 2003-01 Published by the Boy Scouts of
America for all BSA registered adult volunteers and professionals, Scouting magazine offers editorial
content that is a mixture of information, instruction, and inspiration, designed to strengthen readers'
abilities to better perform their leadership roles in Scouting and also to assist them as parents in
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