ernest hemingway a farewell to arms

**Ernest Hemingway A Farewell to Arms: Exploring the Depths of War, Love, and
Loss**

ernest hemingway a farewell to arms is often hailed as one of the most
powerful novels to emerge from the literary aftermath of World War I. This
masterpiece not only encapsulates the brutality of war but also delves deeply
into themes of love, despair, and the human condition. Hemingway’s crisp,
straightforward prose and his ability to evoke profound emotions through
minimalistic storytelling make *A Farewell to Arms* a timeless work that
continues to resonate with readers and scholars alike.

The Historical Context Behind Ernest
Hemingway’s A Farewell to Arms

To truly appreciate *A Farewell to Arms*, understanding the backdrop against
which Hemingway wrote is essential. Published in 1929, the novel draws
heavily from Hemingway’s own experiences as an ambulance driver during World
War I. The Great War, with its unprecedented carnage and chaos, left deep
scars on the collective psyche of the generation that lived through it, and
Hemingway captures this disillusionment with remarkable authenticity.

The book is set primarily in Italy during the war, a choice that reflects
Hemingway’s own time on the Italian front. Through the protagonist,
Lieutenant Frederic Henry, Hemingway explores not only the physical horrors
of battle but also the emotional toll it takes on soldiers and civilians
alike. The novel’s setting provides a stark contrast between the violence of
war and the fleeting moments of tenderness shared between characters.

Hemingway’ s War Experience and Its Influence

Hemingway’s firsthand involvement in World War I profoundly shaped his
narrative voice in *A Farewell to Arms*. His injury and subsequent evacuation
from the front lines allowed him to observe the war’s impact from multiple
perspectives—both as a soldier and a patient. This dual viewpoint informs the
novel’s unvarnished depiction of medical care during wartime and the
fragility of human life.

Moreover, Hemingway’s sparse writing style, often called the “Iceberg
Theory,” is evident throughout the novel. He focuses on surface elements,
leaving deeper emotional currents beneath the text, which invites readers to
engage actively with the story and interpret the subtext themselves. This
approach mirrors the often unspoken trauma experienced by those affected by
war.

Plot Overview: The Intertwining of War and
Romance



At its heart, *A Farewell to Arms* is a love story set against the grim
realities of World War I. Lieutenant Frederic Henry, an American serving in
the Italian army, falls deeply in love with Catherine Barkley, a British
nurse. Their relationship offers a refuge from the surrounding turmoil and a
glimpse of hope amid the devastation.

However, Hemingway does not romanticize their love; instead, he presents it
with a raw honesty that acknowledges the fragility and impermanence of
happiness during wartime. As the war progresses and circumstances become
increasingly dire, the couple’s struggle to maintain their bond underscores
the novel’s themes of loss and the search for meaning.

The Role of Frederic Henry and Catherine Barkley

Frederic Henry is a complex character—stoic yet wvulnerable, detached yet
deeply affected by the events unfolding around him. His journey from a
somewhat indifferent soldier to a man profoundly changed by love and loss
reflects the transformative power of human connection.

Catherine Barkley, meanwhile, embodies resilience and compassion. Her care
for Frederic and her own personal tragedies add layers of emotional depth to
the story. Together, their relationship challenges traditional portrayals of
love by highlighting its transient nature in the face of external forces like
war and death.

Thematic Depths in Ernest Hemingway A Farewell
to Arms

One of the reasons *A Farewell to Arms* remains relevant is its exploration
of universal themes that transcend its historical setting. Hemingway weaves
together motifs of courage, fate, and the search for meaning, making the
novel a rich tapestry of human experience.

War and Its Disillusionment

Far from glorifying combat, Hemingway’s portrayal of war is grim and
disheartening. The novel captures the senselessness of violence and the
arbitrary nature of survival. Soldiers face not only enemy fire but also
bureaucratic indifference and the erosion of personal identity.

This disillusionment reflects a broader post-war sentiment, where many
questioned the purpose and morality of the conflict. Hemingway’s depiction
encourages readers to consider the cost of war beyond battlefield
statistics—its impact on the psyche, relationships, and society.

Love as Refuge and Risk

Love in *A Farewell to Arms* is both sanctuary and vulnerability. Frederic
and Catherine’s affair offers moments of peace amid chaos, yet it is
constantly threatened by external forces. Their relationship highlights the



human need for connection even when survival seems uncertain.

Hemingway’s exploration of love is candid and unidealized. The characters’
interactions are marked by both tenderness and pragmatism, illustrating how
love can be a source of strength as well as pain.

Fate and Existential Reflection

Throughout the novel, fate looms as an uncontrollable force influencing the
characters’ lives. Despite their efforts, Frederic and Catherine cannot
escape the consequences of war and circumstance. This sense of inevitability
invites readers to reflect on the nature of existence and the limits of human
agency.

Hemingway’s sparse prose often leaves much unsaid, encouraging contemplation
about the meaning of suffering and the pursuit of happiness in a world shaped
by unpredictability.

Literary Style and Legacy of Ernest Hemingway A
Farewell to Arms

Hemingway’s distinctive style is a hallmark of *A Farewell to Arms* and a
major reason for its enduring appeal. His use of simple, direct language
contrasts sharply with the complexity of the themes he tackles.

The Iceberg Theory in Practice

Hemingway famously described his writing approach as an iceberg, where only a
small portion is visible on the surface, but a larger, deeper meaning lies
beneath. In *A Farewell to Arms*, this technique manifests in the understated
dialogue and sparse descriptions, inviting readers to infer the emotional
weight behind the words.

This style not only reflects the emotional restraint of the characters but
also mirrors the way trauma is often hidden beneath everyday conversation,
making the novel’s impact all the more profound.

Impact on Modern Literature

*Ernest Hemingway a farewell to arms* has left an indelible mark on modern
literature. Its exploration of disillusionment and love amidst chaos
influenced countless writers grappling with themes of conflict and human
resilience. The novel’s minimalist style has inspired literary movements that
prioritize showing over telling, emphasizing subtext and reader engagement.

Beyond literature, the novel’s adaptations into film and theater have further
cemented its place in cultural history, bringing Hemingway'’s powerful
narrative to new audiences worldwide.



Tips for Reading and Appreciating A Farewell to
Arms

If you’'re approaching *A Farewell to Arms* for the first time, here are a few
tips to enhance your reading experience:

e Focus on Subtext: Pay attention to what’s left unsaid. Hemingway'’s
brevity is intentional, so try to read between the lines to grasp the
emotional undercurrents.

e Consider the Historical Context: Understanding World War I’s impact
enriches your appreciation of the characters’ struggles and the novel’s
themes.

e Reflect on the Themes: Think about how love, war, fate, and loss
interplay throughout the story and how these themes resonate today.

e Read Slowly: Hemingway’'s style may seem simple, but it’s layered. Taking
your time allows you to savor the nuances and emotional depth.

For students and book clubs, discussing the novel’s ambiguous ending and the
characters’ motivations can lead to insightful conversations about human
nature and resilience.

Reading *A Farewell to Arms* is not just about following a story; it’s an
invitation to engage with the raw realities of life and the complexities of
the human heart during one of history’s darkest times.

Ernest Hemingway’s *A Farewell to Arms* remains a compelling exploration of
the intersection between war’s chaos and the fragile beauty of love. Its
timeless themes and unique literary style continue to captivate readers,
inviting each new generation to reflect on courage, loss, and the enduring
quest for meaning amidst uncertainty.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Ernest Hemingway's 'A
Farewell to Arms'?

The central theme of 'A Farewell to Arms' is the brutality and futility of
war, as well as the search for love and meaning in the midst of chaos.

How does Hemingway's writing style in 'A Farewell to
Arms' reflect his overall literary approach?
Hemingway's writing style in 'A Farewell to Arms' is characterized by

concise, straightforward prose and understatement, reflecting his 'iceberg
theory' where much is implied rather than explicitly stated.



Who are the main characters in 'A Farewell to Arms'
and what roles do they play?
The main characters are Lieutenant Frederic Henry, an American ambulance

driver in the Italian army, and Catherine Barkley, a British nurse. Their
love story unfolds against the backdrop of World War I.

How does 'A Farewell to Arms' portray the impact of
World War I on individuals?

The novel portrays World War I as a devastating force that causes physical
and emotional trauma, disillusionment, and challenges to personal
relationships and ideals.

What is the significance of the novel's title, 'A
Farewell to Arms'?

The title symbolizes both a literal farewell to weapons and war, and a
metaphorical farewell to love and life, encapsulating the protagonist's
desire to escape the violence and pain of war.

How does the setting influence the narrative in 'A
Farewell to Arms'?

The setting during World War I in Italy provides a grim and chaotic backdrop
that influences the characters' experiences, emphasizing themes of danger,
uncertainty, and the harsh realities of war.

What role does love play in 'A Farewell to Arms'?

Love in the novel serves as a refuge and source of hope amid the horrors of
war, but it is also marked by fragility and tragedy, highlighting the
vulnerability of human connections.

How was 'A Farewell to Arms' received when it was
first published?

When first published in 1929, 'A Farewell to Arms' was both praised for its
powerful anti-war message and criticized for its candid portrayal of
sexuality and the grim realities of war.

Additional Resources

Ernest Hemingway A Farewell to Arms: A Timeless Exploration of War and Love

ernest hemingway a farewell to arms stands as one of the most significant
literary works of the early 20th century, capturing the harrowing realities
of World War I through a poignant narrative of love and loss. Published in
1929, this semi-autobiographical novel not only cemented Hemingway'’s
reputation as a master storyteller but also offered a stark, unvarnished look
at the human condition amidst the chaos of war. As a cornerstone in modernist
literature, *A Farewell to Arms* continues to resonate with readers and
scholars, inviting ongoing analysis regarding its themes, stylistic elements,



and historical context.

In-depth Analysis of Ernest Hemingway A
Farewell to Arms

At its core, *A Farewell to Arms* is a profound meditation on the futility of
war and the fragility of love. Hemingway’s sparse, economical prose style,
often described as the “iceberg theory,” conveys a wealth of emotion and
meaning beneath the surface of seemingly simple dialogue and description.
This narrative technique enables readers to engage actively with the text,
interpreting the unsaid and piecing together the emotional landscape of the
characters.

The story follows Lieutenant Frederic Henry, an American ambulance driver in
the Italian army, and Catherine Barkley, a British nurse, as they navigate
the trials of wartime romance. Their relationship, set against the backdrop
of the devastating Italian front, highlights the tension between personal
desire and the overwhelming forces of history. Hemingway'’s personal
experience as a war ambulance driver lends authenticity to the depiction of
military life, injuries, and the psychological scars borne by soldiers.

Thematic Exploration: War, Love, and Loss

One of the most compelling aspects of *A Farewell to Arms* is its unflinching
portrayal of war as a senseless and destructive force. Unlike traditional war
novels that glorify heroism and patriotism, Hemingway presents the conflict
as chaotic and arbitrary. The novel’s recurring imagery of rain and death
symbolizes the pervasive despair and inevitability of loss. Soldiers suffer
not only physical wounds but also profound emotional trauma, challenging
romanticized notions of honor and valor.

Interwoven with the grim realities of war is the tender yet tragic love story
between Frederic and Catherine. Their relationship offers a temporary
sanctuary from the horrors surrounding them but is ultimately subjected to
the same forces of fate and mortality. This juxtaposition underscores the
fragility of human connections in times of upheaval. Hemingway'’s portrayal of
love is marked by restraint and subtlety, avoiding melodrama while conveying
deep emotional resonance.

Stylistic Features and Narrative Structure

Hemingway'’'s writing style in *A Farewell to Arms* epitomizes his minimalist
approach, characterized by short, declarative sentences and a focus on
concrete details. This style enhances the immediacy and realism of the
narrative, allowing the stark realities of war and love to emerge
organically. The use of dialogue drives much of the story, revealing
character motivations and tensions without overt exposition.

Structurally, the novel is divided into five books, each delineating distinct
phases of Frederic’s experience—from initial enthusiasm and disillusionment
with war to his eventual escape and tragic personal loss. This segmented
approach mirrors the fragmentation caused by war, both in society and in the



psyche of individuals. The narrative’s progression from hope to despair
reflects the broader modernist preoccupation with uncertainty and the
breakdown of traditional values.

Historical and Cultural Context of A Farewell
to Arms

Understanding *A Farewell to Arms* requires situating it within the
historical milieu of the post-World War I era. The novel captures the
disillusionment that permeated much of Western society after the Great War, a
conflict that shattered previous ideals of progress and heroism. Hemingway'’s
own wartime experiences informed his critical perspective, contributing to
the novel’s authenticity and emotional depth.

The book’s publication in 1929 coincided with a period of significant social
and literary change. The rise of modernism brought new narrative techniques
and thematic concerns, reflecting a world grappling with rapid technological,
political, and cultural shifts. Hemingway’s work embodies these trends,
blending personal narrative with broader social critique. The novel also
challenged contemporary publishing norms by addressing controversial topics
such as war trauma, sexual relationships, and existential despair.

Comparisons with Contemporary War Literature

When compared to other war novels of its time, *A Farewell to Arms¥*
distinguishes itself through its introspective and understated approach.
While works like Erich Maria Remarque’s *All Quiet on the Western Front*
emphasize the camaraderie and suffering of soldiers in battle, Hemingway'’s
focus is often more intimate, centering on personal relationships as a lens
to explore the impact of war.

Additionally, Hemingway’s American perspective sets the novel apart from
predominantly European narratives, offering a unique viewpoint on the Italian
front. His emphasis on sparse prose contrasts with more elaborate or
sentimental war literature, influencing generations of writers who sought to
capture the stark realities of conflict with similar economy of language.

Enduring Legacy and Adaptations

The lasting significance of *A Farewell to Arms* is evident in its continued
presence in academic curricula and popular culture. The novel has been
adapted multiple times for film and stage, each interpretation highlighting
different facets of Hemingway’s complex narrative. These adaptations often
grapple with preserving the novel’s tone and thematic subtlety, which can be
challenging given the story’s reliance on internalized emotion and minimalist
style.

Critically, the novel remains a touchstone for discussions about the
psychological effects of war, the nature of love under duress, and the art of
narrative restraint. Its influence extends beyond literature into the broader
discourse on trauma and human resilience. For readers and scholars alike, *A
Farewell to Arms* offers a rich text for exploring how storytelling can



illuminate the darkest chapters of human experience.

In the landscape of 20th-century literature, *Ernest Hemingway a farewell to
arms* stands not only as a testament to its author’s craft but also as a
powerful exploration of the intersection between history, emotion, and
language. Its nuanced portrayal of war’s impact on the individual continues
to inspire reflection and analysis, ensuring its place as an enduring classic
in the canon of American and world literature.

Ernest Hemingway A Farewell To Arms

ernest hemingway a farewell to arms: A Farewell to Arms Ernest Hemingway, 2023-11-18
Ernest Hemingway's A Farewell to Arms is a poignant exploration of love and war, capturing the
experiences of an American ambulance driver on the Italian front during World War I. Written in
Hemingway's signature sparse prose, the narrative contrasts the brutality of conflict with intimate
human connection, evoking a sense of emotional rawness and existential reflection. The novel's
structure reflects the disillusionment of the Lost Generation, encapsulating themes of love, loss, and
the search for meaning amid chaos. Hemingway's vivid imagery and evocative dialogue further
illuminate the complexities of human relationships against the backdrop of war. Hemingway, himself
a veteran of World War I, drew deeply from personal experiences that shaped his worldview and
writing style. The author was notably influenced by his stint as an ambulance driver in Italy, where
he witnessed firsthand the devastating effects of war on both soldiers and civilians. This intimate
understanding of conflict and its aftermath imbued his work with a sense of authenticity and
urgency, allowing readers to engage deeply with the emotional weight of his narrative. A Farewell to
Arms is highly recommended for readers seeking a profound examination of love in the face of
adversity. Its blend of lyrical prose and stark realism makes it a timeless classic that resonates with
anyone grappling with the complexities of relationships and the ravages of war. Hemingway's
masterful storytelling invites readers to reflect on the enduring human spirit, making this novel an
essential addition to the canon of American literature.

ernest hemingway a farewell to arms: A Farewell to Arms Ernest Hemingway, 1995-06-01
Ernest Hemingway's classic novel of love during wartime. Written when Ernest Hemingway was
thirty years old and lauded as the best American novel to emerge from World War I, A Farewell to
Arms is the unforgettable story of an American ambulance driver on the Italian front and his passion
for a beautiful English nurse. Set against the looming horrors of the battlefield, this gripping,
semiautobiographical work captures the harsh realities of war and the pain of lovers caught in its
inexorable sweep. Hemingway famously rewrote the ending to A Farewell to Arms thirty-nine times
to get the words right. A classic novel of love during wartime, “A Farewell to Arms stands, more than
eighty years after its first appearance, as a towering ornament of American literature” (The
Washington Times).

ernest hemingway a farewell to arms: Farewell to Arms Ernest Hemingway, 2014-05-22
Written when Ernest Hemingway was thirty years old and lauded as the best American novel to
emerge from World War I, A Farewell to Arms is the unforgettable story of an American ambulance
driver on the Italian front and his passion for a beautiful English nurse. Set against the looming
horrors of the battlefield—weary, demoralized men marching in the rain during the German attack
on Caporetto; the profound struggle between loyalty and desertion—this gripping,
semiautobiographical work captures the harsh realities of war and the pain of lovers caught in its
inexorable sweep. Ernest Hemingway famously said that he rewrote the ending to A Farewell to
Arms thirty-nine times to get the words right. This edition collects all of the alternative endings
together for the first time, along with early drafts of other essential passages, offering new insight
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into Hemingway’s craft and creative process and the evolution of one of the greatest novels of the
twentieth century. Featuring Hemingway’s own 1948 introduction to an illustrated reissue of the
novel, a personal foreword by the author’s son Patrick Hemingway, and a new introduction by the
author’s grandson Sean Hemingway, this edition of A Farewell to Arms is truly a celebration.

ernest hemingway a farewell to arms: Ernest Hemingway's A Farewell to Arms Harold
Bloom, 2009 Discusses the writing of A farewell to arms by Ernest Hemingway. Includes critical
essays on the work and a brief biography of the author.

ernest hemingway a farewell to arms: Ernest Hemingway's a Farewell to Arms Ernest
Hemingway, 1987

ernest hemingway a farewell to arms: Ernest Hemingway's A Farewell to Arms P.G. Rama
Rao, 2007 This Book Studies Hemingway S A Farewell To Arms In The Light Of His Aesthetic
Principles And Major Themes. It Scrutinizes Its Symbolistic Dimensions And Stylistic Excellence
While Keeping An Undeviating Focus On The Poignant Classic Of Love In The Time Of War.This
Study Further Demonstrates How The Novel Appeals At Different Levels Like The Other Works Of
Hemingway As A Story Of War, A Story Of Love, A Story Of The Growth Of The Hero S Soul, A Story
Of Memorable Characters And A Work Of Artistic Excellence.The Present Book Will Definitely Prove
Useful To Students, Researchers As Well As Teachers Of English Literature Interested In The Study
Of Hemingway And His Works.

ernest hemingway a farewell to arms: Hemingway's A Farewell To Arms : a Critical
Study Bhim S. Dahiya, 1992

ernest hemingway a farewell to arms: A Farewell to Arms Ernest Hemingway, 1929 Set
during World War I, Ernest Hemingway's A Farewell to Arms is the story of Lieutenant Frederic
Henry, and American serving as an ambulance driver in the Italian army, and his love affair with an
English nurse named Catherine Barkley. The novel is semi-autobiographical, based on Hemingway's
own experiences serving in the Italian campaigns during the war--Biblio.com.

ernest hemingway a farewell to arms: Ernest Hemingway's A Farewell to Arms Howard R.
Berridge, 1984 A guide to reading A Farewell to Arms with a critical and appreciative mind. Includes
background on the author's life and times, sample tests, term paper suggestions, and a reading list.

ernest hemingway a farewell to arms: Ernest Hemingway's A Farewell to Arms Lawrence
Klibbe, 1997

ernest hemingway a farewell to arms: Ernest Hemingway Adele King, 1981

ernest hemingway a farewell to arms: Hemingway's Quarrel with Androgyny Mark Spilka,
1990-01-01 Hemingway's Quarrel with Androgyny confronts the entrenched mystique surrounding
the hard drinker, bullfighter, and creator of characters steeled by their own code. Spilka stresses
Hemingway's lifelong dependence on and secret identification with women, and in doing so shatters
the myths of male bonding and heroic lives of men without women. He develops the biographical,
literary, and cultural implications of Hemingway's lifelong quarrel with androgyny to reveal a more
psychologically complex man and writer than the mystique has allowed.

ernest hemingway a farewell to arms: A Farewell to Arms [Chinese] Ernest Hemingway,
2014-04-14 [This edition is in Chinese.] The best American novel to emerge from World War I, A
Farewell to Arms is the unforgettable story of an American ambulance driver on the Italian front and
his passion for a beautiful English nurse. Hemingway’s frank portrayal of the love between
Lieutenant Henry and Catherine Barkley, caught in the inexorable sweep of war, glows with an
intensity unrivaled in modern literature, while his description of the German attack on Caporetto—of
lines of fired men marching in the rain, hungry, weary, and demoralized—is one of the greatest
moments in literary history. A story of love and pain, of loyalty and desertion, A Farewell to
Arms,written when he was thirty years old, represents a new romanticism for Hemingway.

ernest hemingway a farewell to arms: War in Ernest Hemingway's A Farewell to Arms David
M. Haugen, Susan Musser, 2014-03-14 This critical volume explores the life and work of Ernest
Hemingway, focusing particularly on the themes of war in his novel A Farewell to Arms. Readers are
presented with a series of essays which lend context and expand upon the themes of the book,



including viewpoints on the reasons for, and the aftereffects of, war. Contemporary perspectives on
PTSD, foreign policy, and military spending allow readers to further connect the events of the book
to the issues of today's world.

ernest hemingway a farewell to arms: A Farewell to Arms, Ernest Hemingway , 2008-06
Created by Harvard students for students everywhere, SparkNotes books contain complete plot
summaries and analyses, key facts about the featured work, analysis of the major characters,
suggested essay topics, themes, motifs, and symbols, and explanations of important quotations.

ernest hemingway a farewell to arms: A Study Guide for Ernest Hemingway's A Farewell to
Arms Gale, Cengage Learning, 2015-09-15 A Study Guide for Ernest Hemingway's A Farewell to
Arms, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students.This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your
research needs.

ernest hemingway a farewell to arms: A Farewell to Arms Ernet Hemingway, 2020-08-17 A
Farewell to Arms is a novel by Ernest Hemingway set during the Italian campaign of World War I.
First published in 1929, it is a first-person account of an American, Frederic Henry, serving as a
lieutenant (tenente) in the ambulance corps of the Italian Army. The title is taken from a poem by
the 16th-century English dramatist George Peele. The novel, set against the backdrop of World War
I, describes a love affair between the expatriate Henry and an English nurse, Catherine Barkley. Its
publication ensured Hemingway's place as a modern American writer of considerable stature. The
book became his first best-seller, and has been called the premier American war novel from that
debacle World War I. The novel has been adapted a number of times, initially for the stage in 1930;
as a film in 1932 and again in 1957, and as a three-part television miniseries in 1966. The 1996 film
In Love and War, directed by Richard Attenborough and starring Chris O'Donnell and Sandra
Bullock, depicts Hemingway's life in Italy as an ambulance driver in the events prior to his writing of
A Farewell to Arms.

ernest hemingway a farewell to arms: A Farewell to Arms (the Norton Library) Ernest
Hemingway, 2025-06 The Norton Library edition of A Farewell to Arms features the complete text of
Hemingway's 1929 novel. Mark Cirino provides an insightful introduction and targeted explanatory
notes to help readers engage with the themes and achievements of the novel. The Norton Library is
a growing collection of high-quality texts and translations--influential works of literature and
philosophy--introduced and edited by leading scholars. Norton Library editions prepare readers for
their first encounter with the works that they'll re-read over a lifetime. Inviting introductions
highlight the work's significance and influence, providing the historical and literary context students
need to dive in with confidence. Endnotes and an easy-to-read design deliver an uninterrupted
reading experience, encouraging students to read the text first and refer to endnotes for more
information as needed. An affordable price (most $10 or less) encourages students to buy the book
and to come to class with the assigned edition .

ernest hemingway a farewell to arms: A Farewell to Arms, Jonathan Cape Edition Ernest
Hemingway, 2012-08 A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway is without doubt one of the great
masterpieces of world literature. According to one account, Hemingway had a contract with another
publisher to publish A Farewell to Arms, but his friend F. Scott Fitzgerald convinced him to break
that contract and go with Scribner instead. A Farewell to Arms was first published by Jonathan Cape
in London in 1929. This is definitely the first edition published in the UK. Hemingway was living in
Paris at the time and since Paris is closer to London that is a reason why the London edition came
first. There are significant differences between the British Edition and the USA Edition. To be sure,
they are not exactly the same. The pagination is different. Chapter 31 starts on page 239 of the
Jonathan Cape edition but on page 204 of the Google Books edition. On page 215, he kills a sergeant
because the sergeant refused to help them dig a car out of the mud. This happens on page 186 of the
USA edition.

ernest hemingway a farewell to arms: A Farewell to Arms Robert William Lewis, 1992 Ernest



Hemingway's artistic powers are generally recognized to have been at their highest in A Farewell to
Arms (1929), which has entered the canon of modern literature as one of its masterpieces.
Combining austere realism and poetic language to present a powerful argument against war, the
novel detailing the tragic affair during World War I between an American lieutenant and a Scottish
nurse tells a touching love story at the same time. Long after its publication, A Farewell to Arms
continues to be an important work because of the questions it asks about the human condition. What
is it like to be adrift; to live with uncertain personal values in a world of shifting values; to be unsure
of the differences between good and bad and what should be desired and what actually is desired? In
short, how does one learn to live? Hemingway's disillusionment and technical virtuosity, particularly
in works like A Farewell to Arms and The Sun Also Rises, influenced a whole generation of writers.
Robert Lewis's exceptionally comprehensive and clear study of A Farewell to Arms is new both in its
particular readings and its various emphases. Building upon previous Hemingway scholarship, it
concentrates on character and theme rather than plot and style. Structural and stylistic concerns are
discussed in the first part of the book, but with reference to their place in the creation of character
and elaboration of certain themes. In the remainder of this study, Lewis explores a number of
thematic clusters and oppositions in the novel: life and love as a game; sanity versus insanity; and
appearance versus essence. Finally, Lewis argues that A Farewell to Arms is, at heart, a novel about
language. This wellwritten study should provide students and other readers with a thorough reading
of A Farewell to Arms while also contributing to Hemingway scholarship in general.
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