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Engaging the Christian Scriptures: An Introduction to the Bible

engaging the christian scriptures an introduction to the bible opens the door
to one of the most influential and widely read books in human history.
Whether you are new to Christianity, curious about its teachings, or simply
interested in exploring ancient texts that have shaped cultures and beliefs
across centuries, understanding how to approach the Bible can be both
enriching and transformative. This guide aims to offer a friendly, insightful
introduction to the Bible, helping you navigate its complexities and
appreciate its profound messages.

What Is the Bible? A Brief Overview

The Bible is not just one book but a collection of sacred writings central to
the Christian faith. It is divided into two main parts: the 0ld Testament and
the New Testament. The 0ld Testament contains ancient scriptures shared with
Judaism, chronicling the history, laws, poetry, and prophecies of the Hebrew
people. The New Testament focuses on the life, teachings, and works of Jesus
Christ, as well as letters and writings from his early followers.

Understanding this division is crucial when engaging the Christian scriptures
an introduction to the Bible. It reveals a narrative arc—from creation and
covenant to fulfillment and hope—that provides a rich tapestry of theological
and moral themes.

Why Engage with the Christian Scriptures?

Many people wonder why they should engage with the Bible today, especially in
a world filled with countless sources of information. The answer lies in the
Bible’s enduring relevance. It offers insights into human nature, morality,
purpose, and spirituality. It also provides historical context that helps
explain the origins of Western culture, art, law, and ethics.

Engaging the Christian scriptures an introduction to the Bible is more than
reading; it’s about dialogue and reflection. The Bible invites readers to ask
questions, wrestle with difficult passages, and find personal meaning in its
stories and teachings.

Personal Growth and Spiritual Development

For many believers, the Bible serves as a guide for living a meaningful and
virtuous life. Its teachings encourage compassion, forgiveness, humility, and
justice. Reading the Bible regularly can nurture a deeper sense of purpose
and connection to something greater than oneself.



Historical and Literary Value

Beyond its spiritual dimension, the Bible is a remarkable literary work. It
features poetry, narrative, prophecy, wisdom literature, and apocalyptic
visions. Scholars and readers alike appreciate its influence on language,
storytelling, and cultural traditions.

How to Approach Reading the Bible

Starting your Jjourney with the Bible can seem intimidating due to its length
and complexity. However, there are practical ways to engage the Christian
scriptures an introduction to the Bible that make the experience approachable
and meaningful.

Choose a Readable Translation

The Bible has been translated into numerous versions, each with a slightly
different style or focus. Some popular translations include the New
International Version (NIV), English Standard Version (ESV), and New Revised
Standard Version (NRSV). For beginners, a translation that balances
readability and accuracy is ideal.

Understand the Context

Historical and cultural context is key to grasping the Bible’s message.
Familiarize yourself with the time periods, customs, and audiences of the
various books. Many study Bibles include helpful introductions and notes that
illuminate these backgrounds, making the scriptures more accessible.

Start with Familiar Stories or Sections

Instead of trying to read the Bible from cover to cover, begin with well-
known narratives such as the creation story in Genesis, the life of Jesus in
the Gospels, or the Psalms. These sections often provide a clear window into
the Bible’s themes and tone.

Use Study Tools and Resources

Engaging the Christian scriptures an introduction to the Bible is enhanced by
using study guides, commentaries, and devotional materials. These resources
help explain difficult passages, explore theological concepts, and suggest
ways to apply teachings in daily life.



Key Themes to Explore in the Bible

As you delve deeper, certain themes emerge that are foundational to Christian
understanding and offer rich material for reflection.

Creation and Covenant

The Bible begins with the story of creation, portraying God as the creator of
all things. Following this, the theme of covenant—God’s binding promises with
humanity—runs throughout the 0ld Testament, shaping the relationship between
God and His people.

Faith and Obedience

Stories of faith, often tested by trials and challenges, illustrate the
importance of trust in God’s plan. Figures like Abraham, Moses, and the
prophets embody this dynamic of faith and obedience.

Love and Redemption

Central to the New Testament is the message of God’s love manifested through
Jesus Christ. Themes of forgiveness, redemption, and grace permeate the
teachings and encourage believers to live in love and service.

Hope and Eternal Life

The Bible concludes with visions of hope, promising eternal life and
restoration. This forward-looking perspective inspires many to approach life
with hope and resilience.

Tips for Making the Bible a Part of Your Life

Engaging the Christian scriptures an introduction to the Bible is not just
about study; it’s about integrating its wisdom into daily living. Here are
some tips to help you on this journey:

e Set aside regular time: Even a few minutes a day can build consistency
and deepen understanding.

e Reflect and journal: Writing down your thoughts and questions can make
reading more interactive and personal.

e Join a community: Bible study groups or church communities provide
fellowship and shared insights that enrich the experience.

e Pray or meditate: For those who approach the Bible spiritually, prayer



can open the heart to deeper comprehension and application.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

It’s natural to encounter obstacles when engaging the Christian scriptures an
introduction to the Bible, especially for first-time readers.

Complex Language and Cultural Distance

Some passages use archaic language or refer to customs unfamiliar today.
Patience and the use of modern translations or explanatory notes can bridge
this gap.

Apparent Contradictions

The Bible’s diverse authors and genres sometimes present differing
viewpoints. Exploring these with a critical but open mind, and consulting
scholarly interpretations, can clarify these tensions.

Feeling Overwhelmed

With so much content, it’s easy to feel lost. Focusing on smaller sections,
thematic studies, or guided reading plans can make the Bible more manageable.

Engaging the Christian scriptures an introduction to the Bible is a journey
that unfolds over time. Each reading can reveal new layers of meaning and
insight, making the Bible a lifelong companion for those who seek wisdom,
inspiration, and a connection to the divine story that has shaped millions of
lives around the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Engaging the Christian Scriptures: An
Introduction to the Bible' about?

It is an introductory book that provides readers with a comprehensive
overview of the Bible, exploring its historical context, literary genres, and
theological themes to help readers better understand and engage with the
Christian Scriptures.

Who is the intended audience for 'Engaging the
Christian Scriptures'?

The book is designed for students, new believers, and anyone interested in
gaining a deeper understanding of the Bible, including those studying



theology or participating in Bible study groups.

How does 'Engaging the Christian Scriptures' approach
the study of the Bible?

The book uses a combination of historical background, literary analysis, and
theological reflection to introduce readers to the Bible, encouraging
critical thinking and personal engagement with the texts.

Does 'Engaging the Christian Scriptures' cover both
the 0ld and New Testaments?

Yes, the book provides an introduction to the entire Christian Bible,
covering key books, themes, and contexts from both the 0ld and New
Testaments.

What makes 'Engaging the Christian Scriptures'
different from other Bible introductions?

This book emphasizes active engagement with the text, integrating scholarly
insights with practical application, making it accessible and relevant for
contemporary readers seeking to connect faith with understanding.

Can 'Engaging the Christian Scriptures' be used for
group Bible studies?

Absolutely, the book includes discussion questions and reflection prompts
that make it an excellent resource for group Bible studies, fostering
dialogue and deeper exploration of the Christian Scriptures.

Additional Resources

Engaging the Christian Scriptures: An Introduction to the Bible

Engaging the Christian scriptures an introduction to the bible opens a
gateway to one of the most influential and widely read texts in human
history. The Bible, a collection of sacred writings revered by billions,
serves not only as a religious cornerstone but also as a cultural, literary,
and historical artifact. Its enduring impact across centuries makes it an
essential subject of study for theologians, historians, literary scholars,
and lay readers alike. This article offers a comprehensive and analytical
exploration of the Bible, aiming to provide readers with a clear
understanding of its structure, themes, and significance within the Christian
tradition and beyond.

Understanding the Bible: Structure and
Composition

The Bible is not a single book but rather an anthology composed of multiple
texts written over approximately 1,500 years. It is traditionally divided
into two main sections: the 0ld Testament and the New Testament. Each segment



holds unique theological, historical, and literary characteristics that
contribute to the overall narrative and spiritual message.

The 0ld Testament: Foundations and Diversity

The 0ld Testament, also known as the Hebrew Bible, primarily chronicles the
history, laws, poetry, and prophecies of the ancient Israelites. It contains
39 books in most Protestant editions, while Catholic and Orthodox versions
include additional texts often referred to as the Deuterocanonical books.
These scriptures include:

e Law (Torah or Pentateuch): The first five books—Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy—lay the foundation of Jewish law,
creation narratives, and early history.

e Historical Books: These recount Israel’s journey from conquest to exile,
including books like Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings.

e Wisdom Literature: Texts such as Psalms, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes
explore themes of human experience, morality, and worship.

e Prophetic Writings: Books like Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel contain
messages of warning, hope, and future restoration.

The New Testament: The Life and Teachings of Jesus

The New Testament, consisting of 27 books, centers on the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ and the early Christian community. It is
foundational for Christian doctrine and practice. Its main components
include:

e The Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John provide four distinct
narratives of Jesus’ ministry, emphasizing different theological
perspectives.

e Acts of the Apostles: This historical account details the spread of
Christianity following Jesus’ resurrection.

e Epistles: Letters written by Paul and other apostles address theological
issues, ethical guidance, and church organization.

e Revelation: An apocalyptic text that offers symbolic visions of cosmic
conflict and ultimate redemption.

Engaging the Christian Scriptures: Themes and



Interpretative Approaches

Engaging the Christian scriptures an introduction to the bible involves not
only understanding the texts themselves but also the various methods through
which they have been interpreted over centuries. The Bible’s multifaceted
nature invites diverse hermeneutical approaches, each illuminating its
message in unique ways.

Key Theological Themes

Several recurring themes unify the biblical narrative, offering insight into
its spiritual and ethical teachings:

e Covenant: The concept of a binding relationship between God and
humanity, prominent in both testaments.

e Salvation and Redemption: Central to the New Testament, these themes
explore humanity’s restoration through Jesus Christ.

e Justice and Mercy: Ethical imperatives that run throughout biblical law
and prophetic literature.

e Faith and Obedience: Emphasized as responses to divine revelation and
grace.

Interpretative Traditions

Throughout history, different Christian traditions have developed distinct
approaches to biblical interpretation:

e Literal and Historical-Critical Methods: These focus on the original
context, authorship, and historical setting of the texts, aiming to
uncover the intended meaning.

e Allegorical and Typological Interpretations: Common in early Church
Fathers’ writings, these readings find deeper spiritual or symbolic
meanings beyond the surface narrative.

e Devotional and Liturgical Uses: Many Christians engage the scriptures
through prayer, worship, and personal meditation, emphasizing
experiential understanding.

e Modern Theological and Scholarly Criticism: Contemporary approaches
incorporate literary analysis, feminist critique, liberation theology,
and other perspectives to explore the Bible’s relevance today.



Comparative Perspectives: The Bible in Context

Engaging the Christian scriptures an introduction to the bible also
necessitates situating the text within broader religious and cultural
contexts. While the Bible is foundational to Christianity, it shares
historical and thematic connections with other religious traditions and
literary canons.

Interreligious Connections

The 0ld Testament overlaps significantly with the Jewish Tanakh, forming a
shared sacred heritage. Additionally, several biblical narratives and ethical
teachings have parallels in Islamic scripture, particularly within the Quran.
Understanding these intersections enriches the study of the Bible as part of
a wider religious dialogue.

Literary and Cultural Impact

Beyond its spiritual role, the Bible has profoundly influenced Western
literature, art, music, and law. Its stories and motifs permeate countless
works, from Shakespearean drama to modern cinema. Recognizing this cultural
dimension enhances one’s engagement with the scriptures, revealing their
enduring resonance.

Practical Tips for Engaging the Bible

For those new to the Bible or seeking a deeper connection, several strategies
can facilitate meaningful engagement:

1. Choose an Accessible Translation: Modern versions such as the New
International Version (NIV) or the English Standard Version (ESV)
balance readability with faithfulness to original texts.

2. Contextualize the Reading: Familiarize yourself with historical and
cultural backgrounds to grasp the text’s original significance.

3. Use Study Aids: Commentaries, concordances, and Bible dictionaries
provide valuable insights and clarify difficult passages.

4. Engage with Community: Discussion groups or church study sessions offer
shared perspectives and collective learning opportunities.

5. Reflect on Themes: Focus on core messages that resonate personally or
ethically, allowing the text to inform life and belief.



Digital Resources and Tools

In the digital age, engaging the Christian scriptures an introduction to the
bible is enhanced by numerous online platforms and apps. Tools like Bible
Gateway, YouVersion, and Blue Letter Bible facilitate instant access to
multiple translations, commentaries, and reading plans, making scripture
study more interactive and accessible than ever before.

The Bible’s complex composition, multifaceted themes, and profound cultural
significance make it a subject worthy of ongoing exploration. Whether
approached from a scholarly lens or personal devotion, engaging with the
Christian scriptures offers rich rewards in understanding faith, history, and
human experience.

Engaging The Christian Scriptures An Introduction To The
Bible

engaging the christian scriptures an introduction to the bible: Engaging the Christian
Scriptures Andrew E. Arterbury, W. H. Bellinger, Jr., Derek S. Dodson, 2021-03-30 This readable,
faith-friendly, one-semester textbook aids students as they engage in their first reading of the
biblical text in an academic setting. The authors, who have significant undergraduate teaching
experience, approach the Christian Scriptures from historical, literary, and theological perspectives.
Text boxes, illustrations, maps, and suggestions for further reading are included. This new edition
incorporates professor and student feedback, adds a glossary, has been revised throughout, and is
supplemented by updated and expanded web-based pedagogical resources.

engaging the christian scriptures an introduction to the bible: An Introduction to the
Gospels and Acts Alicia D. Myers, 2022 Introducing the Gospels and Acts is not just about reading
the first five books of the New Testament. It requires entering the first century Mediterranean world
where the events in these writings happened. In this short book, Alicia D. Myers takes readers on a
journey through the Gospels and Acts, introducing them to the world of Jesus of Nazareth and of the
believers who composed and shared stories inspired by him. Myers provides overviews of context
and major passages in each canonical work, and also introduces readers to the Apocryphal Gospels
and Acts to demonstrate the larger phenomenon of early Christian writing. After situating readers in
the literary context of the Gospels and Acts, Myers focuses on the writings themselves, giving basic
historical background before digging more deeply into a chosen contextual theme for each work.
These six themes include the politics and history of Roman Palestine, expressions of Second Temple
Judaism, understandings of identity and human worth in the Roman world, hospitality, Hellenistic
philosophies, and the process of canonizing the New Testament. Rather than shying away from
difficult and often confusing elements of the Gospels and Acts, Myers invites readers to engage more
deeply and situate themselves more fully in the strangeness and surprising familiarity of the Roman
world. In this way, readers will see the continuing relevance of the Gospels and Acts for today and
learn to be responsible readers of these works for years to come.

engaging the christian scriptures an introduction to the bible: Introducing Old Testament
Theology W. H. Jr. Bellinger, 2022-05-17 A senior scholar and teacher with four decades of
classroom experience offers a concise, student-level theology of the entire Old Testament. W. H.
Bellinger Jr. uses ancient Israel's confession of faith, the Psalms, to introduce the sweep of Old
Testament theology: creation, covenant, and prophecy. He shows how these three theological
dimensions each entail a portrayal of God and invite a human response to God. Bellinger also
discusses how to appropriate Old Testament theology for contemporary life.
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engaging the christian scriptures an introduction to the bible: An ~Alntroduction to
the Gospels and Acts Alicia D. Myers, 2021-10-26 In this short book, Alicia Myers takes readers on
a journey through the Gospels and Acts, introducing them to the world of Jesus of Nazareth and of
the believers who composed and shared stories inspired by him. Myers provides overviews of
context and major passages in each canonical work, and also introduces readers to the Apocryphal
Gospels and Acts to demonstrate the larger phenomenon of early Christian writing. Using six themes
to explore canonical and apocryphal works, Myers takes readers into the Roman world to encounter
these ancient writings from new perspectives to discover their enduring relevance.

engaging the christian scriptures an introduction to the bible: Psalms of Christ Daniel
H. Fletcher, 2018-05-10 The book of Psalms is a treasure trove of teaching about Jesus Christ. While
the church has traditionally recognized only about fifteen psalms as messianic, anticipating God's
promised Messiah, the issue is how Christians should understand the other 135 psalms of the
Hebrew Psalter. Psalms of Christ applies the New Testament conviction that the whole book of
Psalms speaks prophetically about Christ to select non-messianic psalms. Following the New
Testament as the guide for how to read the Old in light of the gospel, Psalms of Christ proposes
fresh readings of so-called non-messianic psalms by illustrating their christological character, and
exploring how they testify to the gospel by evoking Jesus's person, purpose, and passion.

engaging the christian scriptures an introduction to the bible: The Enduring Authority
of the Christian Scriptures D. A. Carson, 2016-02-29 Valuable insights into key disputed topics
from a veritable who's who of evangelical scholars In this volume thirty-seven first-rate evangelical
scholars present a thorough study of biblical authority and a full range of issues connected to it.
Recognizing that Scripture and its authority are now being both challenged and defended with
renewed vigor, editor D. A. Carson assigned the topics that these select scholars address in the
book. After an introduction by Carson to the many facets of the current discussion, the contributors
present robust essays on relevant historical, biblical, theological, philosophical, epistemological, and
comparative-religions topics. To conclude, Carson answers a number of frequently asked questions
about the nature of Scripture, cross-referencing these FAQs to the preceding chapters. This
comprehensive volume by a team of recognized experts will be the go-to reference on the nature and
authority of the Bible for years to come. CONTRIBUTORS James Beilby Kirsten Birkett Henri A. G.
Blocher Craig L. Blomberg D. A. Carson Graham A. Cole Stephen G. Dempster Daniel M. Doriani
Simon Gathercole David Gibson Ida Glaser Paul Helm Charles E. Hill Peter F. Jensen Robert Kolb
Anthony N. S. Lane Te-Li Lau Richard Lints V. Philips Long Thomas H. McCall Douglas J. Moo
Andrew David Naselli Harold Netland Osvaldo Padilla Michael C. Rea Bradley N. Seeman Alex G.
Smith R. Scott Smith Rodney L. Stiling Glenn S. Sunshine Timothy C. Tennent Mark D. Thompson
Kevin J. Vanhoozer Bruce K. Waltke Barry G. Webb Peter J. Williams John D. Woodbridge

engaging the christian scriptures an introduction to the bible: Martin Luther on Reading
the Bible as Christian Scripture William M. Marsh, 2017-07-17 Above all else that the
sixteenth-century German Reformer was known for, Martin Luther was a Doctor of the Holy
Scriptures. One of the most characteristic features of Luther's approach to Scripture was his
resolved christological interpretation of the Bible. Many of the Reformer's interpreters have looked
back upon Luther's Christ-centered exposition of the Scriptures with sentimentality but have often
labeled it as Christianization, particularly in regards to Luther's approach of the Old Testament,
dismissing his relevance for today's faithful readers of God's Word. This study revisits this
assessment of Luther's christological interpretation of Scripture by way of critical analysis of the
Reformer's prefaces to the Bible that he wrote for his translation of the Scriptures into the German
vernacular. This work contends that Luther foremost believes Jesus Christ to be the sensus literalis
of Scripture on the basis of the Bible's messianic promise, not enforcing a dogmatic principle onto
the scriptural text and its biblical authors that would be otherwise foreign to them. This study
asserts that Luther's exegesis of the Bible's letter (i.e., his engagement with the biblical text) is
primarily responsible for his conviction that Christ is Holy Scripture's literal sense.

engaging the christian scriptures an introduction to the bible: Reading Paul as




Christian Scripture (Reading Christian Scripture) Constantine R. Campbell, 2024-08-13
Designed to meet the needs of contemporary evangelical undergraduates, this survey textbook offers
an engaging introduction to Paul's Letters in their literary, theological, and canonical contexts.
Constantine Campbell, a recognized Pauline and Greek scholar, explores Paul's Letters with an eye
to fitting them within the life, ministry, and theology of the apostle Paul. Campbell reflects on the
reception history of Paul's Letters, presents them in the context of the apostle's missionary journeys,
and fits the Pauline corpus within the larger story and tradition of Christian Scripture. The book also
covers the book of Acts as it relates to Paul's Letters. Beautifully designed in full color with an
abundance of maps, sidebars, images, and other visual aids to hold interest and aid learning, this
addition to the Reading Christian Scripture series offers a faith-friendly introduction to students of
Paul's Letters. Additional resources for instructors and students are available through Textbook
eSources.

engaging the christian scriptures an introduction to the bible: Revelation and Reason
in Christian Theology Christopher C. Green, David I. Starling, 2018-07-11 Do revelation and
reason contradict? Throughout the church's history Christians have been tempted to make revelation
and reason mutually exclusive. But both are essential to a true understanding of the faith. The
inaugural Theology Connect conference—held in Sydney in July 2016—was dedicated to surveying
the intersection of revelation and reason. In Revelation and Reason in Christian Theology
Christopher C. Green and David I. Starling draw together the fruit of this conference to provoke
sustained, deep reflection on this relationship. The essays—filtered through epistemological, biblical,
historical, and dogmatic lenses—critically and constructively contribute to this important and
developing aspect of theology. Each essayist approaches revelation and reason according to the
psalmist's words: In your light we see light (Ps 36:9). The light of faith does not obscure truth;
rather, it enables us to see truth.

engaging the christian scriptures an introduction to the bible: 1 Samuel as Christian
Scripture Stephen B. Chapman, 2016-04-26 This work by Stephen Chapman offers a robustly
theological and explicitly Christian reading of 1 Samuel. Chapman’s commentary reveals the
theological drama at the heart of that biblical book as it probes the tension between civil religion
and vital religious faith through the characters of Saul and David.

engaging the christian scriptures an introduction to the bible: Digital Humanities and
Christianity Tim Hutchings, Claire Clivaz, 2021-09-20 This volume provides the first comprehensive
introduction to the intersections between Christianity and the digital humanities. DH is a
well-established, fast-growing, multidisciplinary field producing computational applications and
analytical models to enable new kinds of research. Scholars of Christianity were among the first
pioneers to explore these possibilities, using digital approaches to transform the study of Christian
texts, history and ideas, and innovative work is taking place today all over the world. This volume
aims to celebrate and continue that legacy by bringing together 15 of the most exciting
contemporary projects, grouped into four categories. “Canon, corpus and manuscript” examines
physical texts and collections. “Words and meanings” explores digital approaches to language and
linguistics. “Digital history” uses digital techniques to explore the Christian past, and “Theology and
pedagogy” engages with digital approaches to teaching, formation and Christian ideas. This volume
introduces key debates, shares exciting initiatives, and aims to encourage new innovations in
analysis and communication. Christianity and the Digital Humanities is ideally suited as a starting
point for students and researchers interested in this vast and complex field.

engaging the christian scriptures an introduction to the bible: Reading Christian
Scriptures in China Chloe Starr, 2008-06-02 An important contribution to the debate on how
Christian scriptures have been read within a Chinese reading tradition, and the questions these
readings pose for both theologians and specialists in Chinese studies.

engaging the christian scriptures an introduction to the bible: The Formation and
Significance of the Christian Biblical Canon Tomas Bokedal, 2013-12-05 This book offers a fresh
cross-disciplinary approach to the current discussion on the Christian canon formation process. By



carefully integrating historical, hermeneutical and theological aspects to account for the emergence
of the canon, it seeks to offer a more comprehensive picture of the canon development than has
previously been achieved. The formation and continuous usage of the Christian biblical canon is here
viewed as an act of literary preservation and actualization of the church's apostolic normative
tradition - 'the Scriptures and the Lord' - addressing, first of all, the church, but also the wider
society. In order to grasp the complex phenomenon of the biblical canon, the study is divided into
four parts, focusing respectively on linguistic and effective-historical, textual and material,
performative, and ideational aspects of the canon. Attention is given to the scribal nomina sacra
convention, the codex format, oral and written Gospel, early Christian liturgical praxis and the Rule
of Faith. Bokedal argues that the canon was formed in a process, with its own particular intention,
history, and direction. Throughout the study, history and theology, past and present are considered
alongside each other. By using a Gadamerian hermeneutics of tradition, the reader's attention is
directed to historical dimensions of the canon and its interpretative possibilities for our time. The
notion of effective history (Wirkungsgeschichte), as well as the interaction between text, community
and reader are crucial to the argument. The canonical text as text, its interpretation and ritual
contextualization are highlighted as unifying elements for the communities being addressed.

engaging the christian scriptures an introduction to the bible: Reading the Gospels as
Christian Scripture (Reading Christian Scripture) Joshua W. Jipp, 2024-03-19 This survey
textbook offers an accessible introduction to the four Gospels in their literary, canonical, and
theological contexts. In part 1, respected New Testament scholar Joshua Jipp focuses on these two
questions: What are the Gospels? How did we get four canonical Gospels? In part 2, Jipp explores
the role that history, narrative, and theology play in our reading of the Gospels. Part 3 examines
each of the four canonical Gospels from the perspectives of history, narrative, and theology,
particularly emphasizing the role the Gospels play in discipleship. This is the third volume in a series
of survey textbooks that will cover the Old and New Testaments. Beautifully designed in full color
with maps, sidebars, images, and illustrations to hold interest and aid learning, Reading the Gospels
as Christian Scripture offers a faith-friendly introduction to students of the Gospels. Additional
resources for instructors are available through Textbook eSources.

engaging the christian scriptures an introduction to the bible: From Canonical
Criticism to Ecumenical Exegesis? Peter-Ben Smit, 2015-07-14 This study explores and compares
the role of the canon in the work of Brevard S. Childs, James A. Sanders, Peter Stuhlmacher, Joseph
Ratzinger/Benedict XVI, and the Amsterdam School of exegesis, thus offering a broad overview of
approaches and perspectives within the spectrum covered by canonical criticism. In doing so, both
the theory of canonical criticism offered by each of the five is analysed and a sample of an actual
exegesis is discussed. Observing that the interplay between text, reader, and community of
interpretation is key to all of these approaches, the study proceeds to create a dialogue between
canonical criticism and ecumenical hermeneutics, which leads to a proposal for an approach to
exegesis that integrates elements of canonical hermeneutics, ecumenical hermeneutics, and
intercultural perspectives.

engaging the christian scriptures an introduction to the bible: The Basics of Christian
Belief Joshua Strahan, 2020-05-19 This reader-friendly yet robust introduction to the Christian faith
explores the essentials of Christianity and the impact they have on life, worldview, and witness.
Written in an accessible and engaging voice for college-age readers, the book connects the biblical
plotline, the Apostles' Creed, the comparative distinctiveness of Christianity, and life's big questions.
The author shows how the Christian metanarrative speaks to questions about purpose, worth, ethics,
personhood, and more, and helps readers understand what it means to be a Christian in a
post-Christian world.

engaging the christian scriptures an introduction to the bible: Scripture and Its
Interpretation Michael J. Gorman, 2017-06-06 Top-notch biblical scholars from around the world and
from various Christian traditions offer a fulsome yet readable introduction to the Bible and its
interpretation. The book concisely introduces the Old and New Testaments and related topics and



examines a wide variety of historical and contemporary interpretive approaches, including African,
African-American, Asian, and Latino streams. Contributors include N. T. Wright, M. Daniel Carroll
R., Stephen Fowl, Joel Green, Michael Holmes, Edith Humphrey, Christopher Rowland, and K. K.
Yeo, among others. Questions for reflection and discussion, an annotated bibliography, and a
glossary are included.

engaging the christian scriptures an introduction to the bible: The Usefulness of
Scripture Daniel Castelo, Sara M. Koenig, David R. Nienhuis, 2018-05-04 Robert Wall began his
teaching career at Seattle Pacific University in 1978. Now, forty years later and in celebration of his
seventieth birthday, colleagues and former students have gathered to produce this volume in honor
of their friend and teacher. The results are sure to delight all of those who have studied under or
been friends of Professor Wall. The essays are grouped under two general themes: theology and
methodology (with an emphasis on Wesleyan biblical hermeneutics, canonical perspectives, and the
implications of these approaches for church life and work) and biblical texts/themes, especially with
a view to the relationship of the study of Scripture to the life of the Christian. In both of these areas,
the contributions bear in mind Wall’s conviction that academic study and spiritual life need not—in
fact, should not—be kept apart. The contributors to this volume include Frank Anthony Spina,
Andrew Knapp, Shannon Nicole Smythe, Daniel Castelo, Anthony B. Robinson, Eugene E. Lemcio,
Sara M. Koenig, Jack Levison, Laura C. S. Holmes, John Painter, and Stephen E. Fowl.

engaging the christian scriptures an introduction to the bible: Scripture and Theology
Tomas Bokedal, Ludger Jansen, Michael Borowski, 2023-08-21 The academic disciplines of Biblical
Studies and Systematic Theology were long closely linked to one another. However, in the modern
period they became gradually separated which led to increasing subject specialization, but also to a
lamentable lacuna within the various branches of Divinity. As the lack of dialogue between Biblical
Studies and the various theological disciplines increased, a minority-group of scholars in the past
few decades reacted and sought to re-establish the time-honoured bonds between the disciplines.
The present volume is part of this intellectual response, with contributions from scholars of various
professional and denominational backgrounds. Together, the book's 25 chapters seek to reinvigorate
the crucial cross-disciplinary dialogue, involving biblical, narrative, historical, systematic-theological
and philosophic-theological perspectives. The book opens the horizon to contemporary research, and
fills a lamentable research gap with a number of fresh contributions from scholars in the respective
sub-disciplines

engaging the christian scriptures an introduction to the bible: New Testament Theology
and the Greek Language Stanley E. Porter, 2022-10-20 Offers a unique, language-based critique of
New Testament theology and reconceptualizes it using categories of modern linguistics.
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