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Economic Policies in the Jacksonian Era: A Transformative Chapter in American
History

economic policies in the jacksonian era marked a significant turning point in
the development of the United States’ financial and political landscape.
During the presidency of Andrew Jackson, from 1829 to 1837, America witnessed
a wave of economic reforms and controversies that would shape the nation’s
approach to banking, federal power, and economic democracy. Understanding
these policies not only sheds light on Jackson’s legacy but also illuminates
the broader struggles between different economic visions in early 19th-
century America.

The Context of Economic Policies in the
Jacksonian Era

Before diving into the specific policies, it's important to grasp the
political and economic climate of the time. The early 1800s saw rapid
expansion and industrialization, alongside growing tensions between agrarian
interests and emerging commercial powers. Andrew Jackson, a populist figure
who appealed to the "common man," sought to challenge what he saw as
entrenched elite interests that dominated the economy.

Jackson’s economic policies were deeply influenced by his belief in limited
government, distrust of centralized banking institutions, and a commitment to
empower average Americans. This approach contrasted sharply with the more
nationalist economic visions promoted by his predecessors and opponents, such
as Henry Clay’s American System.

The Battle Over the Second Bank of the United
States

One of the most defining elements of economic policies in the Jacksonian era
was the fierce opposition to the Second Bank of the United States. Jackson
viewed the Bank as a symbol of corruption and undue influence, representing a
powerful financial elite that wielded too much control over the economy.

Why Jackson Opposed the Bank

Jackson and his supporters believed the Bank favored wealthy northeastern
industrialists and financiers at the expense of farmers, laborers, and
frontier settlers. The Bank’s ability to regulate credit and currency was
seen as a threat to state banks and local economic autonomy.

Moreover, Jackson feared that the Bank's president, Nicholas Biddle, had too
much political power, capable of manipulating elections and government



policies. This suspicion fueled Jackson’s determination to dismantle the
institution.

The Bank War and Its Consequences

The conflict, often called the “Bank War,” reached a climax when Jackson
vetoed the recharter bill for the Bank in 1832. His veto message argued that
the Bank was unconstitutional and harmful to democracy. Following the veto,
Jackson took the unprecedented step of removing federal deposits from the
Bank and placing them into various state-chartered “pet banks.”

This move had several significant effects:

Destabilization of the Banking System: The withdrawal of federal funds
weakened the Second Bank, leading to a loss of centralized control over
credit.

Expansion of State Banks: The rise of “pet banks” led to increased
lending but also to risky financial practices.

Economic Volatility: Without a strong central bank, the economy
experienced inflationary pressures and speculative bubbles.

The Bank War remains a pivotal example of the tension between federal
economic authority and populist distrust of centralized institutions.

Jacksonian Views on Federal Power and Economic
Democracy

Economic policies in the Jacksonian era were not merely about banking; they
also reflected a broader philosophy about the role of government in the
economy.

Advocacy for Limited Government

Jackson championed the idea that the federal government should have a limited
role in economic affairs, emphasizing states’ rights and local control. He
opposed federal funding for internal improvements like roads and canals,
believing such projects should be managed at the state or private level.

This stance was rooted in a desire to reduce government corruption and
patronage, which Jackson argued were more likely to thrive in a large,
centralized bureaucracy.

Promotion of the “Common Man”

Jackson’s economic vision sought to dismantle barriers that favored elites.



For example, he supported the expansion of suffrage to all white male
citizens, not just property owners, linking political participation with
economic opportunity.

His policies aimed to create a more egalitarian economic environment by
opposing monopolies, special privileges, and aristocratic institutions. This
populist approach was reflected in his wariness of the national bank and
preference for hard currency like gold and silver over paper money, which he
believed favored speculators.

The Specie Circular and Currency Policy

Another important aspect of economic policies in the Jacksonian era was
Jackson’s approach to currency and credit. The Specie Circular of 1836 was a
presidential executive order that required payment for government land to be
made in gold or silver coin rather than paper money.

Why the Specie Circular Was Implemented

Jackson was concerned about rampant land speculation fueled by easy credit
and paper currency issued by state banks. He feared that an overreliance on
“soft money” (paper currency) would lead to inflation and undermine economic
stability.

By demanding “hard money” for land sales, Jackson aimed to curb speculative
bubbles and stabilize the economy.

The Impact of the Specie Circular

While intended to protect the economy, the Specie Circular contributed to
financial distress:

Credit Crunch: The demand for specie tightened credit availability,
especially for western settlers and small farmers.

Panic of 1837: The policy is often cited as a factor that precipitated
this major economic depression, which led to widespread bank failures
and unemployment.

Though controversial, the Specie Circular exemplifies Jackson’s commitment to
conservative monetary principles and a cautious approach to economic
expansion.

Tariffs and Trade Policies in the Jacksonian
Era

Economic policies in the Jacksonian era also encompassed trade, particularly



tariffs, which were a source of significant regional tension.

The Tariff of Abominations and the Nullification
Crisis

The Tariff of 1828, derogatorily nicknamed the “Tariff of Abominations” by
its southern opponents, imposed high duties on imported goods to protect
northern industries. While Jackson was not directly responsible for this
tariff, it set the stage for economic and political conflicts during his
administration.

South Carolina, led by John C. Calhoun, vehemently opposed the tariff,
declaring it unconstitutional and threatening nullification—the idea that
states could invalidate federal laws they found objectionable.

Jackson’s Response to Nullification

Jackson firmly rejected nullification and asserted federal supremacy, though
he also sought to reduce tariffs gradually to ease tensions. His willingness
to use military force if necessary demonstrated a complex balancing act
between supporting states’ rights and maintaining national unity.

This episode highlighted how economic policies in the Jacksonian era were
deeply intertwined with the broader political struggles over federalism and
sectional interests.

The Legacy of Jacksonian Economic Policies

Looking back, the economic policies in the Jacksonian era left a mixed
legacy. On one hand, Jackson’s championing of the “common man” and skepticism
of concentrated economic power resonated with many Americans and helped
democratize political participation.

On the other hand, his dismantling of the national bank and rigid currency
policies contributed to financial instability and economic crises that
underscored the challenges of managing a growing and diverse economy.

Jackson’s era also set important precedents about the limits of federal
economic intervention and the tensions between populism and institutional
stability—debates that continue to echo in American politics today.

Through these policies, the Jacksonian period remains a fascinating study of
how economic ideas, political ideals, and practical governance intersected
during a formative time in the nation’s history.

Frequently Asked Questions



What were the main economic policies during the
Jacksonian era?

The main economic policies during the Jacksonian era included opposition to
the Second Bank of the United States, promotion of hard currency (specie),
support for westward expansion, and implementation of tariffs to protect
American industries.

Why did Andrew Jackson oppose the Second Bank of the
United States?

Andrew Jackson opposed the Second Bank of the United States because he
believed it held too much power, favored wealthy elites over common people,
and was unconstitutional. He viewed it as a monopoly that threatened
democracy.

What was the significance of the Bank War in the
Jacksonian era?

The Bank War was a political struggle during Jackson's presidency over the
recharter of the Second Bank. Jackson's veto and removal of federal deposits
weakened the bank, leading to its eventual demise and shifting financial
power to state banks.

How did Jackson’s economic policies impact the
banking system?

Jackson's policies, especially the removal of federal deposits from the
Second Bank and placement into state 'pet banks,' decentralized banking,
increased speculation, and contributed to financial instability culminating
in the Panic of 1837.

What role did the Specie Circular play in Jacksonian
economic policy?

The Specie Circular was an executive order by Jackson requiring payment for
government land to be made in gold or silver. It aimed to curb land
speculation and inflation but contributed to the economic downturn leading to
the Panic of 1837.

How did tariffs influence economic policy in the
Jacksonian era?

Tariffs, such as the Tariff of 1828 (Tariff of Abominations), were used to
protect American manufacturing but also caused sectional tensions, especially
with the South, leading to conflicts like the Nullification Crisis.

What was the impact of Jackson’s economic policies on
westward expansion?

Jackson’s policies promoted westward expansion by facilitating land sales and
supporting settlers. However, the Specie Circular and banking policies also
created financial challenges for many settlers.



How did Jacksonian economic policies affect common
citizens?

Jacksonian policies aimed to empower common citizens by opposing elite
financial institutions and promoting hard money. However, some policies led
to economic instability that hurt farmers, settlers, and workers during
financial crises.

What was the Panic of 1837 and how was it related to
Jackson's policies?

The Panic of 1837 was a major economic depression triggered by speculative
lending, bank failures, and restrictive monetary policies following Jackson’s
dismantling of the Second Bank and the Specie Circular, which reduced credit
availability.

How did Jacksonian economic policies shape future
American financial systems?

Jacksonian policies led to a more decentralized banking system, increased
reliance on state banks, and skepticism of centralized financial
institutions, influencing future debates over federal economic control and
leading eventually to the creation of the Federal Reserve.

Additional Resources
Economic Policies in the Jacksonian Era: An Analytical Review

economic policies in the jacksonian era marked a transformative and often
contentious chapter in the economic history of the United States. Spanning
roughly from 1829 to 1837 during Andrew Jackson’s presidency, this period was
characterized by a radical shift toward populist ideals, emphasizing the
empowerment of the "common man" and skepticism toward centralized financial
institutions. Analyzing these policies reveals a complex interplay between
political ideology, economic theory, and the evolving American market
economy.

Contextualizing Economic Policies in the
Jacksonian Era

The Jacksonian era unfolded during a time of rapid economic expansion,
territorial growth, and social change. The United States was transitioning
from a largely agrarian society to one increasingly shaped by
industrialization and commerce. Against this backdrop, Jackson’s economic
agenda sought to dismantle what he and his supporters viewed as entrenched
elite privileges, particularly those associated with the Second Bank of the
United States. Understanding these policies requires examining their
motivations, implementations, and lasting impacts.



Jacksonian Democracy and Economic Philosophy

Central to the economic policies in the Jacksonian era was the philosophy of
Jacksonian democracy, which championed greater political participation for
white male citizens and a suspicion of concentrated economic power. Jackson
and his allies argued that institutions like the national bank favored
wealthy eastern elites at the expense of farmers, laborers, and frontier
settlers. This ideological stance framed many of the administration’s policy
decisions, including the crusade against the Second Bank of the United
States.

The Battle Over the Second Bank of the United
States

One of the most defining economic conflicts of the Jacksonian era was
Jackson’s vehement opposition to the Second Bank of the United States, which
functioned as the federal government’s fiscal agent and regulated credit and
currency.

Defining the Bank’s Role

Established in 1816, the Second Bank was intended to stabilize the national
currency and credit systems after the economic disruptions following the War
of 1812. It held federal deposits, issued banknotes, and regulated state
banks by controlling credit availability. However, critics argued that the
Bank wielded excessive influence over the economy and politics, often
favoring wealthy investors.

Jackson’s Veto and the “Bank War”

In 1832, Jackson vetoed the renewal of the Bank’s charter, framing the
institution as unconstitutional and a symbol of aristocratic corruption. His
veto message emphasized the dangers of monopolistic institutions controlling
public funds and underscored his commitment to protecting the interests of
ordinary Americans.

The subsequent withdrawal of federal deposits from the Bank and their
redistribution to various state-chartered “pet banks” precipitated the so-
called “Bank War.” This confrontation reshaped federal financial policy,
reducing centralized control and increasing reliance on decentralized state
banks.

Economic Consequences of Bank Dismantling

The destruction of the Second Bank’s regulatory role contributed to financial
instability. Without a central authority overseeing credit expansion,
speculative lending surged, particularly in western lands. This environment
helped fuel the Panic of 1837, a severe economic depression triggered in part
by credit contraction and falling land prices.



Monetary Policy and Currency in the Jacksonian
Era

Jackson’s economic policies also extended to currency regulation and monetary
control, reflecting his distrust of paper money and preference for specie
(gold and silver coins).

The Specie Circular

In 1836, Jackson issued the Specie Circular, an executive order requiring
that payment for public lands be made exclusively in gold or silver. This
policy aimed to curb rampant land speculation fueled by paper currency issued
by state banks. While intended to stabilize the economy, the Specie Circular
contributed to liquidity shortages and exacerbated the financial crisis that
followed.

Impact on Banking and Credit

The emphasis on specie and the removal of federal oversight led many state
banks to engage in risky lending practices, issuing large quantities of
unsecured paper money. This proliferation of banknotes without solid backing
undermined public confidence in the banking system, contributing to
inflationary pressures and volatile credit markets.

Tariffs and Trade Policies During the
Jacksonian Era

Economic policies in the Jacksonian era also embraced protectionist tariffs,
which were designed to support burgeoning American industries while
generating revenue for the federal government.

The Tariff of 1828 and the Nullification Crisis

Although enacted before Jackson’s presidency, the Tariff of 1828—dubbed the
“Tariff of Abominations”—became a focal point during his administration. The
tariff imposed high duties on imported goods, benefiting northern
manufacturers but provoking vehement opposition in the agrarian South, where
consumers faced higher prices.

The resulting Nullification Crisis tested the limits of federal authority
when South Carolina declared the tariffs null and void within its borders.
Jackson responded forcefully, asserting federal supremacy and threatening
military action. While the crisis was resolved through compromise tariffs, it
highlighted the intersection of economic policy and sectional tensions.



Jackson’s Tariff Policies

Jackson generally supported moderate tariffs that balanced industrial
interests with national unity. His administration worked toward tariff
reductions that eased southern concerns without dismantling protective
measures for northern industries, reflecting a pragmatic approach to economic
governance.

Land Policy and Westward Expansion

Land policy was another critical facet of economic policies in the Jacksonian
era, directly tied to the era’s ethos of opportunity and expansion.

Preemption Acts and Land Distribution

Jackson’s administration promoted easier access to public lands for settlers,
particularly small farmers and frontier inhabitants. The Preemption Act of
1830 allowed squatters who had improved public lands to purchase those lands
at minimum prices before they were offered for sale to the general public.

This policy aimed to democratize land ownership, fostering economic
independence and westward migration. It also stimulated demand for land and
credit, intertwining with broader monetary dynamics.

Effects on Native American Lands

However, Jacksonian land policies had severe consequences for Native American
populations. The Indian Removal Act of 1830 authorized the forced relocation
of tribes from their ancestral lands to territories west of the Mississippi
River, facilitating white settlement and agricultural development. This
policy underscored the era’s prioritization of expansionist economic
interests at the expense of indigenous rights and social justice.

Evaluating the Legacy of Economic Policies in
the Jacksonian Era

The economic policies in the Jacksonian era reflect a period of bold
experimentation grounded in democratic ideals but fraught with contradictions
and unintended outcomes. The dismantling of centralized financial
institutions and the emphasis on hard currency championed popular sovereignty
but undermined economic stability. Protectionist tariffs and land policies
advanced domestic growth yet intensified sectional divides and dispossessed
Native Americans.

In retrospect, these policies offer valuable insights into the challenges of
balancing political ideology with economic pragmatism. They illustrate how
economic governance can simultaneously empower certain groups while
marginalizing others, shaping the trajectory of American development in
profound ways.



The Jacksonian era’s economic policies continue to be studied for their
influence on banking regulation, monetary theory, and federal-state
relations, serving as a critical reference point for understanding the
evolution of U.S. economic policy in the 19th century.

Economic Policies In The Jacksonian Era

  economic policies in the jacksonian era: A Companion to the Era of Andrew Jackson Sean
Patrick Adams, 2013-01-28 A COMPANION TO THE ERA OF ANDREW JACKSON More than perhaps
any other president, Andrew Jackson’s story mirrored that of the United States; from his childhood
during the American Revolution, through his military actions against both Native Americans and
Great Britain, and continuing into his career in politics. As president, Jackson attacked the Bank of
the United States, railed against disunion in South Carolina, defended the honor of Peggy Eaton, and
founded the Democratic Party. In doing so, Andrew Jackson was not only an eyewitness to some of
the seminal events of the Early American Republic; he produced an indelible mark on the nation’s
political, economic, and cultural history. A Companion to the Era of Andrew Jackson features a
collection of more than 30 original essays by leading scholars and historians that consider various
aspects of the life, times, and legacy of the seventh president of the United States. Topics explored
include life in the Early American Republic; issues of race, religion, and culture; the rise of the
Democratic Party; Native American removal events; the Panic of 1837; the birth of women’s
suffrage, and more.
  economic policies in the jacksonian era: Market-augmenting Government Omar Azfar,
Charles Cadwell, 2003 Shows how governments and markets are complementary rather than
opposing forces
  economic policies in the jacksonian era: Economics of Defense Policy United States.
Congress. Joint Economic Committee, 1982
  economic policies in the jacksonian era: The Anti-Hegemony League Pasquale De Marco,
2025-08-15 **The Anti-Hegemony League** explores the forgotten history of the Anti-Federalists, a
group of political thinkers who opposed the ratification of the United States Constitution. The
Anti-Federalists believed that the Constitution would create a powerful central government that
would threaten the liberties of the American people. They argued that the Constitution was
unnecessary, since the Articles of Confederation were already working well. The Anti-Federalists
were a diverse group of people, including farmers, merchants, lawyers, and politicians. They came
from all walks of life and from all parts of the country. They were united by their belief that the
Constitution was a dangerous document that would lead to tyranny. The Anti-Federalists played a
significant role in the ratification debate. They published essays and pamphlets, and they gave
speeches at town hall meetings and other public gatherings. They argued that the Constitution
would create a powerful central government that would threaten the liberties of the American
people. They also argued that the Constitution was not necessary, since the Articles of Confederation
were already working well. The Anti-Federalists were ultimately unsuccessful in their efforts to
prevent the ratification of the Constitution. However, their ideas had a significant impact on the
development of American political thought. The Bill of Rights, which was added to the Constitution
in 1791, was a direct result of the Anti-Federalists' efforts. The Anti-Federalists were not simply a
group of cranks and malcontents. They were serious thinkers who had legitimate concerns about the
Constitution. Their ideas deserve to be heard and considered today. **The Anti-Hegemony League**
is a timely and important book that sheds new light on the history of American political thought. It is
a must-read for anyone interested in the development of American democracy. If you like this book,
write a review!
  economic policies in the jacksonian era: Encyclopedia of U.S. Political History Andrew
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Robertson, Michael A. Morrison, William G. Shade, Robert Johnston, Robert Zieger, Thomas
Langston, Richard Valelly, 2010-04-01 Unparalleled coverage of U.S. political development through
a unique chronological framework Encyclopedia of U.S. Political History explores the events,
policies, activities, institutions, groups, people, and movements that have created and shaped
political life in the United States. With contributions from scholars in the fields of history and
political science, this seven-volume set provides students, researchers, and scholars the opportunity
to examine the political evolution of the United States from the 1500s to the present day. With
greater coverage than any other resource, the Encyclopedia of U.S. Political History identifies and
illuminates patterns and interrelations that will expand the reader’s understanding of American
political institutions, culture, behavior, and change. Focusing on both government and history, the
Encyclopedia brings exceptional breadth and depth to the topic with more than 100 essays for each
of the critical time periods covered. With each volume covering one of seven time periods that
correspond to key eras in American history, the essays and articles in this authoritative encyclopedia
focus on the following themes of political history: The three branches of government Elections and
political parties Legal and constitutional histories Political movements and philosophies, and key
political figures Economics Military politics International relations, treaties, and alliances Regional
histories Key Features Organized chronologically by political eras Reader’s guide for easy-topic
searching across volumes Maps, photographs, and tables enhance the text Signed entries by a
stellar group of contributors VOLUME 1 ?Colonial Beginnings through Revolution ?1500–1783
?Volume Editor: Andrew Robertson, Herbert H. Lehman College ?The colonial period witnessed the
transformation of thirteen distinct colonies into an independent federated republic. This volume
discusses the diversity of the colonial political experience—a diversity that modern scholars have
found defies easy synthesis—as well as the long-term conflicts, policies, and events that led to
revolution, and the ideas underlying independence. VOLUME 2 ?The Early Republic ?1784–1840
?Volume Editor: Michael A. Morrison, Purdue University No period in the history of the United
States was more critical to the foundation and shaping of American politics than the early American
republic. This volume discusses the era of Confederation, the shaping of the U.S. Constitution, and
the development of the party system. VOLUME 3 ?Expansion, Division, and Reconstruction
?1841–1877 ?Volume Editor: William Shade, Lehigh University (emeritus) ?This volume examines
three decades in the middle of the nineteenth century, which witnessed: the emergence of the
debate over slavery in the territories, which eventually led to the Civil War; the military conflict
itself from 1861 until 1865; and the process of Reconstruction, which ended with the readmission of
all of the former Confederate States to the Union and the withdrawal of the last occupying federal
troops from those states in 1877. VOLUME 4 ?From the Gilded Age through the Age of Reform
?1878–1920 ?Volume Editor: Robert Johnston, University of Illinois at Chicago With the withdrawal
of federal soldiers from Southern states the previous year, 1878 marked a new focus in American
politics, and it became recognizably modern within the next 40 years. This volume focuses on race
and politics; economics, labor, and capitalism; agrarian politics and populism; national politics;
progressivism; foreign affairs; World War I; and the end of the progressive era. VOLUME 5
?Prosperity, Depression, and War ?1921–1945 ?Volume Editor: Robert Zieger, University of Florida
Between 1921 and 1945, the U.S. political system exhibited significant patterns of both continuity
and change in a turbulent time marked by racist conflicts, the Great Depression, and World War II.
The main topics covered in this volume are declining party identification; the Roosevelt Coalition;
evolving party organization; congressional inertia in the 1920s; the New Deal; Congress during
World War II; the growth of the federal government; Franklin D. Roosevelt’s presidency; the
Supreme Court’s conservative traditions; and a new judicial outlook. VOLUME 6 ?Postwar
Consensus to Social Unrest ?1946–1975 ?Volume Editor: Thomas Langston, Tulane University This
volume examines the postwar era with the consolidation of the New Deal, the onset of the Cold War,
and the Korean War. It then moves into the 1950s and early 1960s, and discusses the Vietnam war;
the era of John F. Kennedy; the Cuban Missile Crisis; the Civil Rights Act; Martin Luther King and
the Voting Rights Act; antiwar movements; The War Powers Act; environmental policy; the Equal



Rights Amendment; Roe v. Wade; Watergate; and the end of the Vietnam War. VOLUME 7 ?The
Clash of Conservatism and Liberalism ?1976 to present ?Volume Editor: Richard Valelly,
Swarthmore College ?The troubled Carter Administration, 1977–1980, proved to be the political
gateway for the resurgence of a more ideologically conservative Republican party led by a popular
president, Ronald Reagan. The last volume of the Encyclopedia covers politics and national
institutions in a polarized era of nationally competitive party politics and programmatic debates
about taxes, social policy, and the size of national government. It also considers the mixed blessing
of the change in superpower international competition associated with the end of the Cold War.
Stateless terrorism (symbolized by the 9/11 attacks), the continuing American tradition of civil
liberties, and the broad change in social diversity wrought by immigration and the impact in this
period of the rights revolutions are also covered.
  economic policies in the jacksonian era: Financing Armed Conflict, Volume 2 Thomas M.
Meagher, 2017-02-08 This second part of a two-volume series examines in detail the financing of
America’s major wars from the Spanish-American War to the Vietnam War. It interweaves analyses
of political policy, military strategy and operations, and war finance and economic mobilization with
examinations of the events of America’s major armed conflicts, offering useful case studies for
students of military history and spending policy, policymakers, military comptrollers, and officers in
training.
  economic policies in the jacksonian era: Democratic Theories and the Constitution Martin
Edelman, 1985-06-30 Although the government of the United States is traditionally viewed as a
democracy, there is considerable disagreement about what democracy means and implies. In a
comprehensive study Professor Edelman examines the three democratic paradigms most prevalent
in America today: natural rights, contract, and competition. Theories based on these paradigms lead
to different ideas of democracy, each of which yields variant interpretations of the Constitution. This
close relationship between democratic theories and constitutional interpretations is analyzed in an
extensive historical introduction, which focuses on some of the major thinkers in American history.
Edelman's discussion shows that neither the Constitution nor the development of American political
thought can serve as an authoritative basis for any one theory of democracy. Instead of a particular
theory, the historical constant was an appeal to reason inherent in our basic charter. In his
methodological section, Edelman argues that we must use reason to clarify the latent values
inherent in the differing concepts of democracy and the consequences that flow from them. He
analyzes judicial ideas in the light of three concepts deemed central to any democratic
theory—citizenship, political participation, and political freedom—and concludes with a balanced
account of contemporary democratic theories, the constitutional theories related to them, and a
critique of both.
  economic policies in the jacksonian era: Encyclopedia of U.S. Political History Andrew
Whitmore Robertson, 2010 Annotation st1\: · {behavior:url(£ieooui) } Unparalleled coverage of U.S.
political development through a unique chronological frameworkEncyclopedia of U.S. Political
History explores the events, policies, activities, institutions, groups, people, and movements that
have created and shaped political life in the United States. With contributions from scholars in the
fields of history and political science, this seven-volume set provides students, researchers, and
scholars the opportunity to examine the political evolution of the United States from the 1500s to the
present day. With greater coverage than any other resource, the Encyclopedia of U.S. Political
History identifies and illuminates patterns and interrelations that will expand the reader &
BAD:rsquo;s understanding of American political institutions, culture, behavior, and change.
Focusing on both government and history, the Encyclopedia brings exceptional breadth and depth to
the topic with more than 100 essays for each of the critical time periods covered. With each volume
covering one of seven time periods that correspond to key eras in American history, the essays and
articles in this authoritative encyclopedia focus on thefollowing themes of political history:The three
branches of governmentElections and political partiesLegal and constitutional historiesPolitical
movements and philosophies, and key political figuresEconomicsMilitary politicsInternational



relations, treaties, and alliancesRegional historiesKey FeaturesOrganized chronologically by political
erasReader & BAD:rsquo;s guide for easy-topic searching across volumesMaps, photographs, and
tables enhance the textSigned entries by a stellar group of contributorsVOLUME 1Colonial
Beginnings through Revolution1500 & BAD:ndash;1783Volume Editor: Andrew Robertson, Herbert
H. Lehman CollegeThe colonial period witnessed the transformation of thirteen distinct colonies into
an independent federated republic. This volume discusses the diversity of the colonial political
experience & BAD:mdash;a diversity that modern scholars have found defies easy synthesis &
BAD:mdash;as well as the long-term conflicts, policies, and events that led to revolution, and the
ideas underlying independence. VOLUME 2The Early Republic1784 & BAD:ndash;1840Volume
Editor: Michael A. Morrison, Purdue UniversityNo period in the history of the United States was
more critical to the foundation and shaping of American politics than the early American republic.
This volume discusses the era of Confederation, the shaping of the U.S. Constitution, and the
development of the party system.
  economic policies in the jacksonian era: "Liberty to the Downtrodden" Matthew J. Grow,
2009-02-01 Thomas L. Kane (18221883), a crusader for antislavery, womens rights, and the
downtrodden, rose to prominence in his day as the most ardent and persuasive defender of Mormons
religious liberty. Though not a Mormon, Kane sought to defend the much-reviled group from the
Holy War waged against them by evangelical America. His courageous personal intervention averted
a potentially catastrophic bloody conflict between federal troops and Mormon settlers in the now
nearly forgotten Utah War of 185758. Drawing on extensive, newly available archives, this book is
the first to tell the full story of Kanes extraordinary life. The book illuminates his powerful
Philadelphia family, his personal life and eccentricities, his reform achievements, his place in
Mormon history, and his career as a Civil War general. Further, the book revises previous
understandings of nineteenth-century reform, showing how Kane and likeminded others fused
Democratic Party ideology, anti-evangelicalism, and romanticism.
  economic policies in the jacksonian era: Party Period and Public Policy Richard L.
McCormick, 1988
  economic policies in the jacksonian era: American Political Thought Keith E. Whittington,
2016 In American Political Thought: Readings and Materials, Keith E. Whittington's historical
organization of readings and materials offers a fresh alternative to traditional anthologies,
contextualizing key pieces in new and unique ways.
  economic policies in the jacksonian era: The Invincible Duff Green W. Stephen Belko, 2006
Drawing on previously unexploited primary sources, Belko illuminates the wide-ranging influence of
Duff Green as land speculator, entrepreneur, lawyer, militia officer, politician, and newspaper editor.
Disputing common assumption, Green is portrayed as a political moderate and independent
westerner who played a fundamental role in the shaping of Jacksonian America--Provided by
publisher.
  economic policies in the jacksonian era: The Market Revolution in America Melvin Stokes,
Melvyn Stokes, Stephen Conway, 1996 The last decade has seen a major shift in the way
nineteenth-century American history is interpreted, and increasing attention is being paid to the
market revolution occurring between 1815 and the Civil War. This collection of twelve essays by
preeminent scholars in nineteenth-century history aims to respond to Charles Sellers's The Market
Revolution, reflecting upon the historiographic accomplishments initiated by his work, while at the
same time advancing the argument across a range of fields.
  economic policies in the jacksonian era: The Regime Question Amel Ahmed, 2025-07-08
Ongoing struggles over core principles of democratic governance The regime question—often boiled
down to “democracy or autocracy?”—has been central to democratic politics from the start. This has
entailed not only fights over the extent of the franchise but also, crucially, ongoing struggles over
core principles of democracy, the “rules of the game.” In this timely study, Amel Ahmed examines
the origins and development of the regime question in Western democracies and considers the
implications for regime contention today. She argues that battles over the regime question were so



foundational and so enduring that they constitute a dimension of politics that polarized political
opponents across the regime divide. Ahmed investigates four historical cases in the study of
democratic development: the United Kingdom between the Reform Act of 1832 and World War II
(1832–1939), Imperial and Weimar–era Germany (1876–1933), the French Third Republic
(1870–1939), and the United States before World War II (1789–1939). Focusing on legislative
politics as an essential site of democratic governance and key to understanding long-term
democratic endurance, she shows that when the regime question became salient, it hindered the
formation of viable legislative coalitions along the left-right policy spectrum. This failure opened the
door to executive encroachment, destabilizing the regime. Ahmed shows that the resurgence of the
regime question today is not, as is often assumed, a break with prior trajectories of political
development but a new instantiation of battles fought in previous eras.
  economic policies in the jacksonian era: Moderate and Radical Liberalism Nathaniel
Wolloch, 2022-01-31 This book provides a new reading of one of the most significant chapters in the
history of social and political thought – the transition from the late Enlightenment to early
liberalism. In contrast with prevailing interpretations of the emergence of liberalism, which
emphasize the conservative liberal reaction of the nineteenth century, it presents a more optimistic
depiction of how formerly radical principles of the Enlightenment were eventually adopted by the
mainstream of moderate early liberalism. To substantiate this innovative interpretation the book
provides a detailed history of late Enlightenment and early liberal social and political thought on
both sides of the Atlantic. See inside the book.
  economic policies in the jacksonian era: Congressional Record United States. Congress,
1982 The Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United
States Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  economic policies in the jacksonian era: A Companion to 19th-Century America William
Barney, 2008-04-15 A Companion to 19th-Century America is an authoritative overview of current
historiographical developments and major themes in the history of nineteenth-century America.
Twenty-seven scholars, all specialists in their own thematic areas, examine the key debates and
historiography. A thematic and chronological organization brings together the major time periods,
politics, the Civil War, economy, and social and cultural history of the nineteenth century. Written
with the general reader in mind, each essay surveys the historical research, the emerging concerns,
and assesses the future direction of scholarship. Complete coverage of all the major themes and
current debates in nineteenth-century US history assessing the state of the scholarship and future
concerns. 24 original essays by leading experts in nineteenth-century American history complete
with up-to-date bibliographies. Chronological and thematic organization covers both traditional and
contemporary fields of research - politics, periods, economy, class formation, ethnicity, gender roles,
regions, culture and ideas.
  economic policies in the jacksonian era: In the Shadow of the Rising Sun William S.
Dietrich, 1991 Calls for institutional reform and an industrial policy to halt economic decline
  economic policies in the jacksonian era: Manifest Design Thomas R. Hietala, 2003 Praise for
the earlier edition-- A fascinating, thought-provoking book.... Hietala shows that it was not destiny
but design and aggression that enabled the United States to control Texas, New Mexico, and
California.--HistorianHietala has examined an impressive array of primary and secondary
materials.... His handling of the relationship between the domestic and foreign policies of the decade
shatters some myths about America's so-called manifest destiny and deserves the attention of all
scholars and serious students of the period.--Western Historical Quarterly Since 1845, the phrase
manifest destiny has offered a simple and appealing explanation of the dramatic expansionism of the
United States. In this incisive book, Thomas R. Hietala reassesses the complex factors behind
American policymaking during the late Jacksonian era. Hietala argues that the quest for territorial



and commercial gains was based more on a desire for increased national stability than on any
response to demands by individual pioneers or threats from abroad.
  economic policies in the jacksonian era: Political Parties and American Political
Development from the Age of Jackson to the Age of Lincoln Michael F. Holt, 1992-06-01 For
more than twenty years Michael F. Holt has been considered one of the leading specialists in the
political history of the United States. Political Parties and American Political Development from the
Age of Jackson to the Age of Lincoln is a collection of some of his more important shorter studies on
the politics of nineteenth-century America.The collection focuses on the mass political parties that
emerged in the 1820s and their role in broader political developments from that decade to 1865.
Holt includes essays on the Democratic, Antimasonic, Whig, and Know Nothing parties, as well as
one on Abraham Lincoln's relationship with the congressional wing of the Republican party during
the Civil War. Almost all essays touch on the broad question of the role of partisan politics in
explaining the outbreak of the war. Individual essays address the following questions as well: What
explains the birth and death of powerful third parties? What was the relationship among economic
conditions, party performance in office (especially legislative performance), and the mobilization of
an unprecedented number of voters between 1836 and 1840? Why did the Whigs find it necessary to
nominate military hero Zachary Taylor as their presidential candidate in 1848? What explains the
death of the Whig party? What role did ethnoreligious issues and the Know Nothing party play in the
realignment of the 1850s and the ultimate triumph of the Republican party? In what ways did the
continuation of two-party competition after 1860 help the North win the Civil War?Most of the
essays have been published previously over a twenty-year span, but there are also two new pieces.
The Mysterious Disappearance of the American Whig party, originally delivered as the
Commonwealth Fund Lecture at University College London in February, 1990, seeks to explain why
the Whig party died in the 1850s. This essay contrasts the fate of the Whig party with the fates of
the Republican party in the 1930s and 1970s and the British Conservative party in the 1840s and
1850s - parties that survived similar, indeed graver, challenges than those to which the Whigs
succumbed. In addition, Holt has written and excellent introduction in which he explains how he
came to write the essays and reflects upon them in light of the current state of political history as a
discipline.Political Parties and American Political Development from the Age of Jackson to the Age of
Lincoln offers provocative insights into both the history of nineteenth-century politics and the way it
is studied.
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