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creation stories from around the world for kids open a magical door to understanding
how different cultures imagine the beginning of everything we see around us. These stories
are more than just tales; they are colorful windows into the beliefs, values, and creativity of
people from various parts of the globe. Sharing these myths and legends with children not
only sparks their imagination but also helps them appreciate diversity and the rich tapestry
of human culture. Let’s embark on a fascinating journey exploring some of the most
captivating creation stories from different cultures, perfect for kids to enjoy and learn from.

Why Are Creation Stories Important for Kids?

Before diving into the stories themselves, it’s helpful to understand why creation stories are
so meaningful. Every culture has tried to answer big questions like “Where did the world
come from?” and “How did people and animals begin?” Creation myths provide
explanations that make the unknown more understandable. For children, they also
encourage curiosity, critical thinking, and respect for different ways of seeing the world.
Plus, these stories often contain important lessons about nature, community, and the
values that guide people’s lives.

Creation Stories from Around the World for Kids

The Navajo Creation Story (Native American)

The Navajo people have a beautiful creation story that begins with the world covered in
darkness and no people or animals. According to the tale, the Holy People emerged from
underground worlds, traveling upward through different layers until they reached the
surface. They created the sun, moon, stars, and all living things. This story highlights
themes of emergence, harmony with nature, and the importance of balance. It's a
wonderful story to share with kids because it connects them to the natural world and the
idea that everything is linked.

The Japanese Creation Myth: I1zanagi and Izanami

In Japanese mythology, the world was once just a swirling chaos of water and mist. The
gods Izanagi and Izanami were tasked with creating the land. Standing on the floating
bridge of heaven, they dipped a jeweled spear into the ocean. When they lifted it, drops of



salty water fell and formed the first island. From there, the couple created more islands and
all living beings. This story is an exciting way to introduce children to the concepts of
creation through cooperation and the birth of nature from the elements.

The Yoruba Creation Story (West Africa)

The Yoruba people tell a fascinating story about how the earth was created from a watery
void by the god Obatala. Obatala descended from the sky on a chain, carrying a handful of
earth, a rooster, and a palm nut. When he scattered the earth on the water, the rooster
scratched it to spread the soil, creating land. The palm nut grew into trees and plants. This
tale is a fantastic example of how animals and plants are woven into creation stories,
helping kids see the importance of all living creatures in the world.

The Maori Creation Story (New Zealand)

The Maori people of New Zealand share a creation story where the world began in
darkness, with two gods named Rangi (the sky father) and Papa (the earth mother) tightly
embracing. Their children lived in the darkness between them. To bring light and life to the
world, the children separated their parents, creating the sky above and the earth below.
This story is a beautiful way to teach children about family, change, and how sometimes
difficult choices lead to growth and new beginnings.

The Norse Creation Myth

In Norse mythology, the world began in a vast void called Ginnungagap, bordered by icy
and fiery realms. From this mix, the giant Ymir was born, and later the gods Odin, Vili, and
Ve created the world from Ymir’'s body. Mountains, seas, and forests came from his body
parts. This vivid story captures imaginations with its dramatic imagery and introduces
children to the idea that life can come from unexpected places.

Tips for Sharing Creation Stories with Kids

When telling creation stories from around the world to children, consider these helpful tips
to make the experience enjoyable and meaningful:

e Use Visuals: Kids love pictures and illustrations. Find storybooks with colorful images
or create simple drawings to accompany the tales.

* Encourage Questions: After sharing a story, ask children what they think or how the
story makes them feel. This helps develop critical thinking and empathy.

¢ Connect to Nature: Many creation stories involve elements of nature. Take kids



outside to explore trees, rivers, and animals and relate them back to the story.

* Make It Interactive: Act out parts of the story or use props to help kids engage with
the narrative in a hands-on way.

e Respect Cultural Origins: Teach children about the culture behind each story and
emphasize the value of diverse perspectives.

How Creation Stories Reflect Different Cultures

Creation stories not only entertain but also reveal how different societies understand their
place in the universe. For example, many Native American tales emphasize harmony with
nature and respect for animals. African creation myths often highlight community and the
role of gods in crafting the environment. Asian stories might focus on balance and the
interplay of elements like water, fire, and earth. By exploring these stories, kids gain insight
into the values and traditions that shape people’s lives around the world.

Language and Storytelling Styles

Another fascinating aspect is how the language and style of each creation story differ.
Some are poetic and symbolic, like the Maori tale of the sky father and earth mother, while
others are more straightforward and action-packed, like the Norse myth. Sharing a variety
of storytelling styles helps children appreciate the art of storytelling itself and the many
ways stories can be told.

Encouraging Kids to Create Their Own Creation
Stories

After exploring these amazing creation stories from around the world for kids, a fun and
educational activity is to invite children to invent their own creation tales. Encourage them
to think about how their story begins, what characters or creatures are involved, and how
the world or people came to be. This activity nurtures creativity, writing skills, and a deeper
understanding of narrative structure.

Here are some prompts to get young storytellers started:

1. Imagine the world started as a big blank space. What happens first?
2. Who or what creates the land, the sky, and the animals?

3. What challenges might the first creatures face?



4. What lessons does your story teach about the world or people?

Writing or telling their own creation story can be a memorable way for kids to connect with
the traditions they’ve learned about while expressing their own unique ideas.

As children listen to and share creation stories from around the world for kids, they not only
gain knowledge about different cultures but also develop a lifelong curiosity about the
mysteries of life and the power of storytelling. These tales invite young minds to wonder,
imagine, and celebrate the diverse ways humanity has sought to understand the beginning
of everything.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a creation story?

A creation story is a tale or myth that explains how the world and everything in it began.
Many cultures have their own unique creation stories.

Can you tell me a creation story from Native American
culture?

Sure! One popular Native American creation story is about the Earth Diver. In this story,
animals dive into the water to bring up mud that becomes the land we live on.

What is the creation story from Ancient Greece?

In Ancient Greek mythology, the world began with Chaos, a dark and empty void. Then
came Gaia, the Earth, who gave birth to the sky, sea, and other creatures.

Why do different cultures have different creation
stories?

Different cultures have different creation stories because they lived in different places, had
unique beliefs, and wanted to explain the world in ways that made sense to them.

Can kids learn values from creation stories?

Yes! Creation stories often teach important lessons about nature, respect, and how people
should live together.

What is a fun way for kids to learn about creation
stories from around the world?

Kids can learn through storybooks, animated videos, arts and crafts, and even by acting out



the stories to make learning fun and memorable.

Additional Resources

Creation Stories from Around the World for Kids: Exploring the Origins of the Universe

creation stories from around the world for kids offer a fascinating gateway into the
diverse ways human cultures have sought to understand the beginning of life, the universe,
and everything in between. These narratives, passed down through generations, provide
children not only with entertainment but also with insights into cultural values, worldviews,
and the imaginative ways societies explain existence. As educational tools, creation stories
from various traditions can enrich a child’s understanding of mythology, history, and
cultural diversity, while nurturing curiosity about the cosmos.

Exploring creation stories from around the world for kids involves delving into myths,
legends, and folklore from continents as varied as Africa, Asia, the Americas, and Oceania.
Each story, while unique in its details and symbolism, shares a common purpose: to answer
the fundamental questions of where we come from and why we are here. In this article, we
will examine several prominent creation stories suitable for young audiences, highlighting
their themes, cultural significance, and educational value.

Understanding Creation Stories: A Window into
Culture and Imagination

Creation myths serve as foundational tales that shape the identity and belief systems of
communities. When presented to children, these stories foster an appreciation for cultural
heritage and encourage critical thinking about different perspectives on life’s origins. In
addition to their narrative charm, creation stories often include lessons on morality, respect
for nature, and the interconnectedness of all beings.

While many modern educational materials focus on scientific explanations of the universe,
integrating creation stories from various cultures provides a complementary, humanistic
approach. This blend of myth and science can help children grasp the diversity of human
thought and the evolution of ideas about existence.

Creation Stories from Different Continents

African Creation Myths

African creation stories often emphasize the role of nature and animals. For example, the
Dogon people of Mali tell a story where the universe began with an egg, symbolizing
potential and birth. The sky god Amma created the earth and all living things, weaving a
narrative rich in symbolism that can captivate children’s imaginations. These myths
frequently highlight themes of balance and harmony, reflecting the close relationship
between communities and their environment.



Native American Creation Tales

Across North America, indigenous tribes possess diverse creation stories. The Iroquois, for
example, share the “Sky Woman” legend, where a woman falls from the sky world and
lands on a giant turtle’s back, which grows into the earth. This story introduces children to
concepts of cooperation, respect for nature, and the origin of the land in an accessible and
vivid way. Similarly, the Navajo creation story involves a series of worlds and beings
emerging from darkness, emphasizing growth and transformation.

Asian Creation Narratives

Asian creation stories often blend philosophy with mythology. The Chinese myth of Pangu
describes a giant who emerged from a cosmic egg, separating yin and yang to form the
earth and sky. This tale introduces young listeners to the idea of duality and balance. In
Hindu tradition, the concept of the cosmic ocean and the god Vishnu resting on a serpent
introduces children to cyclical views of time and the universe, contrasting with linear
creation models.

Oceanic and Polynesian Myths

In the vast Pacific islands, creation stories frequently involve gods shaping the islands and
the sea. The Maori of New Zealand tell of the primal parents Ranginui (sky father) and
Papatuanuku (earth mother), whose separation by their children created the world. These
stories often emphasize family, respect for ancestors, and the natural environment,
imparting values that resonate deeply with children.

Why Creation Stories Are Important for Kids

Introducing children to creation stories from around the world serves multiple educational
purposes:

e Cultural Awareness: Children learn about diverse cultures and traditions, fostering
empathy and global understanding.

e Language and Storytelling Skills: Listening to and retelling myths enhances
vocabulary, narrative comprehension, and creativity.

e Moral and Ethical Lessons: Many stories convey important lessons about kindness,
respect, and responsibility.

e Critical Thinking: Comparing different creation narratives encourages open-
mindedness and analytical skills.

e Connection to Nature: Many myths emphasize harmony with the environment,
promoting ecological awareness.



Moreover, creation stories often include memorable characters and vivid imagery that
captivate children’s attention. These elements make learning enjoyable and can inspire a
lifelong interest in mythology, history, and cultural studies.

Integrating Creation Stories into Education

Educators and parents can incorporate creation stories from around the world for kids into
curricula and home learning in several effective ways:

1. Storytime Sessions: Reading or narrating myths aloud, accompanied by illustrations
or puppetry, enhances engagement.

2. Comparative Discussions: Encouraging children to identify similarities and
differences between stories develops analytical thinking.

3. Creative Projects: Art, drama, or writing activities inspired by creation myths foster
creativity and personal expression.

4. Cross-Curricular Connections: Linking stories to geography, history, and science
broadens understanding.

Using age-appropriate language and ensuring cultural sensitivity is essential when
presenting these diverse narratives. This approach respects the origin cultures while
providing meaningful learning experiences.

Balancing Myth and Science in Learning About
Origins

While creation stories from around the world for kids offer valuable cultural insights, they
often exist alongside scientific explanations of the universe’s beginnings, such as the Big
Bang theory and evolutionary biology. Both perspectives can coexist in education by
highlighting their different purposes: myths explain why and provide meaning, while
science explains how through evidence-based inquiry.

This balanced approach helps children appreciate the richness of human imagination and
the rigor of scientific discovery. It also encourages respect for different worldviews and the
ongoing quest for knowledge.

In conclusion, creation stories from around the world for kids serve as powerful tools to
introduce young minds to the diverse ways humans have made sense of existence. By
exploring these narratives, children gain cultural literacy, ethical understanding, and a
deeper connection to the world around them. The enduring appeal of these myths lies in
their ability to blend wonder, wisdom, and cultural identity into stories that continue to
inspire curiosity and reflection across generations.
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creation stories from around the world for kids: Great Books About Things Kids Love
Kathleen Odean, 2008-12-18 BOOKS THAT TURN CHILDREN INTO LIFE-LONG READERS! Most
children want to read a book because it's about something they love or are curious about--dinosaurs,
magic tricks, ballerinas, sports, secret codes, and a host of other topics. Now with this unique book,
Kathleen Odean, current chair of the Newberry Award committee and author of Great Books for
Girls and Great Books for Boys, makes it easy for parents and teachers to satisfy a child's individual
cravings for good reading on any subject. Inside you'll discover , More than 750 books divided into
55 categories, from Airplanes to Zoos , Professional appraisals that are balanced, intelligent, and
fun to read , Stimulating book-related activities and helpful tips for parents Whether the format is
picture book, poetry, fiction, or nonfiction, here are wonderful selections like Why Does the Cat Do
That? and Exploring the Titanic . . . tried and true characters, from the beloved aardvarks Arthur
and D.W. to the hilarious Junie B. Jones and the courageous Harry Potter . . . new heroes and
heroines to cheer for such as Katherine Paterson's Princess Miranda from The Wide-Awake Princess
and the exciting Jack Black from Jack Black and the Ship of Thieves by Carol Hughes. Great Books
About Things Kids Love creates a book-rich environment in which the habit of reading can take hold
and flourish for a lifetime. From the Trade Paperback edition.

creation stories from around the world for kids: Home Learning Year by Year, Revised
and Updated Rebecca Rupp, 2020-01-21 A comprehensive guide to designing homeschool
curriculum, from one of the country’s foremost homeschooling experts—now revised and updated!
Homeschooling can be a tremendous gift to your children—a personalized educational experience
tailored to each kid’s interests, abilities, and learning styles. But what to teach, and when, and how?
Especially for first-time homeschoolers, the prospect of tackling an annual curriculum can be
daunting. In Home Learning Year by Year, Rebecca Rupp presents comprehensive plans from
preschool through high school, covering integral subjects for each grade, with lists of topics
commonly presented at each level, recommended resource and reading lists, and suggestions for
creative alternative options and approaches. Included, along with all the educational basics, are
techniques and resources for teaching everything from philosophy to engineering, as well as
suggestions for dealing with such sensitive topics as sex education. Now revised throughout with
all-new updates featuring the most effective and up-to-date methods and reading guides to
homeschool your child at all ages, Home Learning Year by Year continues to be the definitive book
for the homeschooling parent.

creation stories from around the world for kids: Promoting a Global Community Through
Multicultural Children's Literature Stan Steiner, 2001-03-15 You will find this book invaluable for
teaching students the beauties of diversity and for building understanding of cultures from around
the world. This book features more than 800 titles, both single volume and series, selected for their
multicultural content and compelling reflections of the social issues of diverse cultures. The more
than 100 interdisciplinary application strategies for titles range from reading aloud with follow-up
discussions to social activism. Fully indexed by author and title, this guide includes Web sites for
literature integration, contact information, a discussion of the benefits of multicultural literature,
and suggestions for further reading. The perfect guide for introducing students to other cultures and
customs.

creation stories from around the world for kids: Science & Stories Hilarie N. Staton, Tara
McCarthy, 1994 Here's a surefire way to spark interest in both reading and science at the upper
elementary level. The authors provide reading strategies and activities for 24 popular children's
books you can use to integrate reading and science teaching. Activities covering oral language,
writing, and cooperative learning apply the science concepts.



http://www.killa-beez.com/archive-th-104/creation-stories-from-around-the-world-for-kids.pdf

creation stories from around the world for kids: Multicultural Literature for Children and
Young Adults Ginny Moore Kruse, Kathleen T. Horning, 1993-05 A selected bibliography of literature
from 1980-1990 by and about African -Amer., Amer. Indians, Asian-Amer., and Hispanic Amer.
Covers: history, people and places; poetry; folklore, mythology and traditional literature; seasons
and celebrations; books for babies; concept books; issues in today's world; biographies;
understanding oneself and others; picture books; fiction for new readers, young readers and
teenagers. Appendices: lists authors and illustrators of color by ethnic origin; ethnic/cultural groups
by country; and recommended resources.

creation stories from around the world for kids: Performance Literacy Through
Storytelling Nile Stanley, Brett Dillingham, 2009 Make storytelling a part of your daily curriculum!
This practical guide from Nile Stanley and Brett Dillingham shows busy K8 teachers how to use
storytelling to motivate and engage all readers and writers while supporting the standards.
Mini-lessons at beginning, intermediate, and advanced levels help teachers weave storytelling into
the fabric of today's standards-based classroom and construct their own skillful literacy lessons.
Reluctant and striving readers and writers, English language learners, and even more advanced
storytellers will love the confidence they gain as they move from developing to delivering a variety of
stories for a variety of audiences. Teachers will love the many benefits of performance literacy, or
teaching children how to write and perform stories: [[ Develop literacy skillslanguage, vocabulary,
comprehension, writing process, speaking, and listeningalong with performance skills and
self-expression; [[ Easily integrate learning across the content areas; [[ Deepen the connection
between home, school, and community; [[ Promote students' creativity and activate their prior
knowledge; [[ Encourage respect and self-improvement as students learn to critique each other's
stories and performances in a non-threatening manner. Developing Literacy Through Storytelling
comes complete with a story index, curriculum tie-ins, digital storytelling tips, and information for
using the companion website with supplemental multimedia. An audio CD includes more than 70
minutes of stories and songs from the authors themselves, in addition to other well-known
storytellers, performers, and educators: Karen Alexander, John Archambault, David Plummer,
HeatherForest, Brenda Hollingsworth-Marley, Gene Tagaban, and Allan Wolf. Don't just teach
literacyperform it!

creation stories from around the world for kids: Kids InfoBits Presents: Myths, Fairy
Tales, Legends, and Fables Gale, Cengage Learning, What mythical creature can kill a person just
by staring at him? Who went on a sacred quest to find the Holy Grail? What legendary island is said
to have sunk into the sea? Find out the answers to these questions and more in Kids InfoBits
Presents: Myths, Fairy Tales, Legends, and Fables. Myths, Fairy Tales, Legends, and Fables contains
authoritative, age-appropriate content covering a range of topics, from Greek myth and the Grimm
Brothers to leprechauns and dragons. The content, arranged in A-Z format, provides interesting and
important facts and is geared to fit the needs of elementary school students. Kids InfoBits Presents
contains content derived from Kids InfoBits, a content-rich and easy-to-use digital resource available
at your local school or public library.

creation stories from around the world for kids: Science and Stories Hilarie Staton, Tara
McCarthy, 1994 Bring science to life using 24 popular children's books. Cross-curricular activities
provide theme-based units that engage students in a broad scope of science discovery. Includes
activities, student worksheets, extensions, and correlation charts.

creation stories from around the world for kids: 30 Old Testament Interactive Stories
for Young Children Steven James, 2007-01-02 This is a collection of favorite Bible stories, each
written with a creative and meaningful storytelling technique especially suited to help teachers
involve young children in the Bible story. Enjoy this library of favorite Bible stories and storytelling
techniques developed by award-winning author and professional storyteller Steven James. Each book
includes creative storytelling techniques especially suited to help teachers tell God’s story and
involve children in the Bible story.

creation stories from around the world for kids: The jJoy of Children's Literature Denise



Johnson, 2023-12-18 This book provides in-depth coverage of children's literature with integrated
reading methods in a concise, accessible format. Johnson emphasizes that reading, writing,
discussing, and finding pleasure in children's books are essential tools in being able to recognize and
recommend literature, and being able to share the joy of children's literature with children
themselves. This fully updated third edition includes up-to-date research, new book titles within each
chapter, a greater focus on diversity and inclusion, and new sections on Activities for Professional
Development and Print and Online Resources.

creation stories from around the world for kids: Children's Literature Barbara Stoodt, 1996

creation stories from around the world for kids: A Project Approach to Language Learning
Katherine Luongo-Orlando, 2001 A wealth of imaginative learning projects that will help students
build literacy knowledge and skills as they explore literary genres and themes.

creation stories from around the world for kids: 100 of the World's Greatest Mysteries
E. Randall Floyd, 2000 Comprehensive collection of unexplained phenomena, science mysteries and
historical oddities ranging from Big Bang and Killer comets to poltergeist and alien abductions.

creation stories from around the world for kids: Interpreting Literature With Children
Shelby A. Wolf, 2014-04-04 Clearly organized and beautifully written, Interpreting Literature With
Children is a remarkable book that stands on the edge of two textbook genres: the survey of
literature text and the literary criticism text. Neither approach, however, says enough about how
children respond to literature in everyday classroom situations. That is the mission of this book. It
begins by providing a solid foundation in both approaches and then examines multiple ways of
developing children's literary interpretation through talk, through culture, class, and gender, as well
as through creative modes of expression, including writing, the visual arts, and drama. The result is
a balanced resource for teachers who want to deepen their understanding of literature and literary
engagement. Because of its modest length and price and its ongoing focus on how to increase
student engagement with literature, either pre-service or practicing teachers can use this text in
children's literature, language arts, or literacy and language courses.

creation stories from around the world for kids: Everyone's Kids' Books Nancy Braus, Molly
Geidel, 2000 Presents annotated bibliographies of children's books organized by topics based on
specific ethnic groups.

creation stories from around the world for kids: Canoe Kids Volume 1 Canoe Kids Team
plus community guest editors and authors from the community that each volume features.,
2016-02-01 Check our website at canoekids.com Our Volume 1 edition features the Anishinaabe
Peoples of Manitoulin Island. Manitoulin means spirit island in Anishinaabemowin, the Ojibwe
language. The island remains a sacred place for the Anishinaabe people who call themselves the
“People of The Three Fires.” They are known by others as the Ojibwe, Odawa and Potawatomi. Each
edition features a different Peoples. Our next three editions feature the Haida Peoples of The Pacific
Coast, The Inuit Peoples of The High Arctic, and the Inca (Quechua Peoples) of Peru Each edition
follows a common theme and features: 1:An ancient and beautiful story 2: The story of the vessel
used by the featured Peoples 3: Art and recipes 4: A fun Zone 5: On-Line resource for kids, parents
and educators 6: Stories of and about the featured Peoples 7: Extraordinary pictures of the lives,
land and waters of the featured Peoples

creation stories from around the world for kids: Literature for Young Adults Joan L.
Knickerbocker, 2017-03-15 Young adults are actively looking for anything that connects them with
the changes happening in their lives, and the books discussed throughout Literature for Young
Adults have the potential to make that connection and motivate them to read. It explores a great
variety of works, genres, and formats, but it places special emphasis on contemporary works whose
nontraditional themes, protagonists, and literary conventions make them well suited to young adult
readers. It also looks at the ways in which contemporary readers access and share the works they're
reading, and it shows teachers ways to incorporate nontraditional ways of accessing and sharing
books throughout their literature programs. In addition to traditional genre chapters, Literature for
Young Adults includes chapters on literary nonfiction; poetry, short stories, and drama; cover art,



picture books, illustrated literature, and graphic novels; and film. It recognizes that, while films can
be used to complement print literature, they are also a literacy format in their own right-and one
that young adults are particularly familiar and comfortable with. The book's discussion of literary
language--including traditional elements as well as metafictive terms--enables readers to share in a
literary conversation with their students (and others) when communicating about books. It will help
readers teach young adults the language they need to articulate their responses to the books they
are reading.

creation stories from around the world for kids: The Preschool Church Eve Parker, 1996
The Preschool Church provides teachers with practical lesson ideas for preschoolers, recognizing
that 3-5 year olds are curious about God and want to learn. Lesson seeds include discussion topics,
suggestions for telling Bible stories, songs, activities, supply lists, and craft ideas that are easy for
little hands, inexpensive to make, and result in a finished product kids can be proud of. The book
also contains suggestions for including preschoolers in the larger church community and involving
adults in the church school activities. Book jacket.

creation stories from around the world for kids: INDIRECT OBJECTS NARAYAN
CHANGDER, 2020-09-01 Note: Anyone can request the PDF version of this practice set/workbook by
emailing me at chsenet4u@gmail.com. I will send you a PDF version of this workbook. This book has
been designed for candidates preparing for various competitive examinations. It contains many
objective questions specifically designed for different exams. Answer keys are provided at the end of
each page. It will undoubtedly serve as the best preparation material for aspirants. This book is an
engaging quiz eBook for all and offers something for everyone. This book will satisfy the curiosity of
most students while also challenging their trivia skills and introducing them to new information. Use
this invaluable book to test your subject-matter expertise. Multiple-choice exams are a common
assessment method that all prospective candidates must be familiar with in today?s academic
environment. Although the majority of students are accustomed to this MCQ format, many are not
well-versed in it. To achieve success in MCQ tests, quizzes, and trivia challenges, one requires
test-taking techniques and skills in addition to subject knowledge. It also provides you with the skills
and information you need to achieve a good score in challenging tests or competitive examinations.
Whether you have studied the subject on your own, read for pleasure, or completed coursework, it
will assess your knowledge and prepare you for competitive exams, quizzes, trivia, and more.

creation stories from around the world for kids: Transforming History Aron Thompson,
William Irwin Thompson, 2009-04 Education is currently a foremost concern for many Americans.
Education, however, is about more than teaching children skills for earning a living and how to
function in life. It is really a means of transmitting both a culture and a heritage. William Irwin
Thompson, one of today's most innovative interdisciplinary thinkers, talks about how to transform a
cultural legacy in the course of transmitting it. His visionary approach takes education far beyond
the bland, watered-down curricula so many students face today in public and private schools.
Thompson offers us a mind-rattling tour of our potential as human beings, from the Gilgamesh epic
of 2000 B.C.E. to Disney, popular music, current politics and social crises, and beyond. He not only
presents a far-reaching system of knowledge and teaching, but also suggests how we can stimulate
the best and healthiest patterns of development in our children and teenagers. Transforming History
will enlighten today's educators and anyone concerned with improving our legacy and our children's
place in it. CONTENTS: Foreword One: Cultural History and Complex Dynamical Systems Two:
Transforming History Notes Appendix: An Outline of the Curriculum Index
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