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Fact or Opinion Worksheet: A Key Tool for Developing Critical Thinking Skills

fact or opinion worksheet is a valuable educational resource designed to help
students distinguish between objective facts and subjective opinions. This
skill is fundamental not only in academic settings but also in everyday life,
where the ability to analyze information critically can influence decision-
making and foster media literacy. Using a fact or opinion worksheet, teachers
can create engaging lessons that encourage students to think deeply about the
information they encounter and develop a sharper understanding of language
nuances.

What Is a Fact or Opinion Worksheet?

At its core, a fact or opinion worksheet is a learning tool that presents
statements for students to classify as either factual or opinion-based. Facts
are statements that can be proven true or false through evidence, like "Water
boils at 100 degrees Celsius." Opinions, on the other hand, express personal
beliefs, feelings, or thoughts, such as "Chocolate ice cream is the best
flavor."

These worksheets often include a variety of sentences, sometimes mixed with
subtle language cues, to challenge students and enhance their analytical
skills. By working through these exercises, learners become more adept at
identifying bias, understanding perspective, and improving their reading
comprehension.

The Importance of Using a Fact or Opinion
Worksheet in Education

In today's information-rich world, distinguishing fact from opinion is more
crucial than ever. Students are constantly exposed to news articles,
advertisements, social media posts, and other content that blends factual
information with opinions. Without the ability to tell them apart, young
learners might struggle to form well-informed views or fall prey to
misinformation.

Enhancing Critical Thinking

One of the primary benefits of using a fact or opinion worksheet is its role
in fostering critical thinking. When students analyze statements and decide
whether they are facts or opinions, they practice evaluating evidence and



questioning the reliability of sources. This process encourages curiosity and
skepticism, two qualities that are essential for lifelong learning.

Building Media Literacy

Media literacy is another vital skill that fact or opinion worksheets help
develop. As students become more skilled at recognizing opinions disguised as
facts, they can better navigate news stories, advertisements, and social
media posts. This awareness helps them avoid biased or misleading information
and encourages responsible consumption of media.

How to Use a Fact or Opinion Worksheet
Effectively

While the concept of a fact or opinion worksheet seems straightforward, the
way it is implemented can significantly impact its effectiveness. Here are
some tips for educators and parents to make the most of this tool:

Introduce Clear Definitions

Before diving into the worksheet, it’s important to clarify what constitutes
a fact versus an opinion. Providing examples and discussing the differences
can prepare students to approach the task with confidence. For instance,
explaining that facts are verifiable and opinions are subjective helps set
the stage.

Incorporate Real-World Examples

Using statements drawn from current events, literature, or popular culture
makes the activity more relatable. For example, including a sentence like
“The Earth revolves around the Sun” alongside “Vanilla is the best ice cream
flavor” connects the lesson to students’ lives.

Encourage Group Discussions

After completing the worksheet, facilitating a group conversation about why
certain statements are facts or opinions deepens understanding. Students can
share their reasoning, challenge each other’s interpretations, and learn to
respect diverse viewpoints.



Use Varied Formats

Fact or opinion worksheets can be presented in multiple formats, such as
multiple-choice questions, sorting exercises, or short written responses.
Varying the format keeps students engaged and caters to different learning
styles.

Sample Activities Found in a Fact or Opinion
Worksheet

Fact or opinion worksheets often include a range of activities that promote
active learning. Some common types include:

Sorting Exercises: Students categorize a list of statements into facts
or opinions.

True or False Questions: These help verify students’ understanding of
factual accuracy.

Sentence Correction: Learners rewrite opinion statements to make them
factual or vice versa.

Short Answer Questions: Students explain their choices, reinforcing
reasoning skills.

These activities not only help in recognizing facts and opinions but also in
articulating why something fits into a category, which is crucial for
developing strong communication skills.

Adapting Fact or Opinion Worksheets for
Different Age Groups

The beauty of fact or opinion worksheets lies in their flexibility. They can
be tailored for various educational levels, from early elementary students to
high school learners.

For Younger Students

Younger children benefit from simple sentences with clear, concrete facts and
easy-to-understand opinions. Visual aids like pictures or icons can support



comprehension. For example, a worksheet might include statements like “Cats
have four legs” versus “Cats are cute.”

For Older Students

Older students can handle more complex and nuanced statements that require
deeper analysis. Worksheets might incorporate excerpts from editorials,
advertisements, or scientific claims. This approach challenges them to detect
bias or distinguish between objective reporting and persuasive writing.

Integrating Technology with Fact or Opinion
Worksheets

Incorporating digital tools can enhance the effectiveness and engagement of
fact or opinion worksheets. Online interactive worksheets, educational apps,
and digital quizzes provide instant feedback, making learning dynamic and
accessible.

Platforms that allow students to drag and drop statements into fact or
opinion categories or to submit explanations online can create a more
interactive experience. Using technology also prepares students for digital
literacy, which is increasingly important in modern education.

Tips for Creating Your Own Fact or Opinion
Worksheet

If you’re an educator or parent interested in crafting customized fact or
opinion worksheets, consider these pointers:

Align with Curriculum Goals: Ensure the content supports learning1.
standards and objectives.

Use Diverse Topics: Incorporate science, history, literature, and2.
current events to keep things interesting.

Balance Difficulty Levels: Mix straightforward statements with more3.
challenging ones to cater to different abilities.

Include Clear Instructions: Make sure students understand what is4.
expected of them.

Provide Answer Keys: Offering explanations helps reinforce learning and5.



supports self-assessment.

Creating your own worksheets also allows you to tailor content to your
students’ interests, making the learning process more engaging.

Why Distinguishing Fact from Opinion Matters
Beyond the Classroom

Mastering the skill of differentiating facts from opinions doesn’t just
prepare students for tests; it equips them for real-world challenges. With
the rise of “fake news” and biased reporting, individuals must critically
evaluate the information they receive daily.

Whether reading a news article, watching a political debate, or scrolling
through social media, understanding the difference helps individuals form
balanced viewpoints, engage in respectful discussions, and make informed
decisions. A fact or opinion worksheet is often the first step in cultivating
these essential life skills.

---

Fact or opinion worksheets are more than just classroom exercises—they are
foundational tools that nurture critical thinking, media literacy, and
effective communication. By integrating these worksheets into learning
routines, educators empower students to navigate the complex landscape of
information with confidence and discernment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a fact or opinion worksheet?
A fact or opinion worksheet is an educational tool used to help students
distinguish between factual statements that can be proven true and opinion
statements that reflect personal beliefs or feelings.

Why are fact or opinion worksheets important in
education?
They help develop critical thinking skills by teaching students to analyze
statements carefully, understand the difference between objective information
and subjective viewpoints, and enhance reading comprehension.



What age group is best suited for fact or opinion
worksheets?
Fact or opinion worksheets are typically used for elementary and middle
school students, usually ranging from ages 7 to 14, depending on the
complexity of the material.

How can teachers use fact or opinion worksheets
effectively?
Teachers can use these worksheets as practice exercises, group activities, or
assessments to help students practice identifying facts and opinions in
various texts and foster classroom discussions.

Can fact or opinion worksheets be used for ESL
learners?
Yes, fact or opinion worksheets are useful for ESL learners as they improve
language comprehension, vocabulary, and critical thinking skills through
distinguishing factual information from opinions.

What types of questions are included in a fact or
opinion worksheet?
These worksheets typically include statements where students must decide if
each is a fact or an opinion, sometimes requiring justification or examples
for their answers.

Are there digital versions of fact or opinion
worksheets available?
Yes, many educational websites offer printable and interactive digital fact
or opinion worksheets that can be used on tablets or computers.

How can parents use fact or opinion worksheets at
home?
Parents can use these worksheets to support their children's reading and
critical thinking skills by practicing together, discussing answers, and
encouraging reasoning.

What are common challenges students face when
completing fact or opinion worksheets?
Students often struggle with distinguishing opinions that are stated as
facts, recognizing bias, and understanding that some statements can be a mix



of both fact and opinion.

How can fact or opinion worksheets be adapted for
advanced learners?
For advanced learners, worksheets can include more complex texts, require
explanations for answers, and incorporate analysis of persuasive language and
rhetorical devices.

Additional Resources
Fact or Opinion Worksheet: An Analytical Review of Its Educational Impact

fact or opinion worksheet serves as a foundational tool in educational
settings aimed at enhancing critical thinking and literacy skills among
students. Distinguishing between facts and opinions is a fundamental
competency, vital not only in academic contexts but also in everyday
decision-making and media consumption. This article delves into the
significance, design, and practical application of fact or opinion
worksheets, evaluating their effectiveness and exploring how they can be
optimized to foster analytical skills.

The Role of Fact or Opinion Worksheets in
Education

In the contemporary classroom, fact or opinion worksheets are widely adopted
resources designed to help learners differentiate objective information from
subjective viewpoints. These worksheets typically present statements or short
passages where students are tasked with identifying whether the content is a
fact—verifiable and evidence-based—or an opinion, which reflects personal
beliefs, feelings, or interpretations.

Such exercises are critical in developing media literacy, especially in an
age overwhelmed by information and misinformation. A 2022 study by the
National Literacy Trust revealed that students exposed regularly to critical
reading practices, such as fact versus opinion analysis, demonstrated a 25%
higher ability to evaluate sources credibly. The fact or opinion worksheet
thus becomes more than a simple classroom activity: it is a stepping stone
towards nurturing discerning individuals capable of critical assessment.

Design Elements and Variations

Fact or opinion worksheets come in various formats, each tailored to
different age groups and learning objectives. Common types include:



Multiple-choice worksheets: These present statements with options to
select “fact” or “opinion,” allowing for quick assessment and feedback.

Open-ended worksheets: Students write explanations supporting their
choices, encouraging deeper engagement.

Contextual worksheets: These embed statements within short paragraphs or
media excerpts to simulate real-world analysis.

Incorporating diverse formats helps cater to learners’ varying abilities and
learning styles. For younger students, simpler statements with clear factual
or subjective cues are appropriate, while older students benefit from more
nuanced text requiring inference and judgment.

Educational Benefits and Challenges

Using fact or opinion worksheets effectively can yield numerous educational
benefits. They sharpen analytical skills, improve reading comprehension, and
reinforce the understanding of persuasive language techniques. Furthermore,
these worksheets promote metacognitive awareness, prompting students to
reflect on how information is presented and why certain statements might be
biased.

However, challenges arise in ensuring that worksheets are neither too
simplistic nor overly complex. If statements are too obvious, students miss
opportunities to develop critical reasoning; conversely, ambiguous phrasing
might confuse learners, leading to frustration. Educators must strike a
balance, carefully curating content that is age-appropriate and contextually
relevant.

Pros and Cons of Fact or Opinion Worksheets

Pros:

Enhances critical thinking and analytical skills.

Supports media literacy in an information-rich environment.

Flexible formats allow for differentiated instruction.

Prepares students for real-world evaluation of information sources.



Cons:

Potential oversimplification of complex concepts.

Risk of reinforcing misconceptions if not properly guided.

Requires careful design to maintain engagement and challenge.

Integrating Technology with Fact or Opinion
Worksheets

The digital transformation of educational materials has led to interactive
fact or opinion worksheets that leverage multimedia elements such as videos,
audio clips, and hyperlinks. These interactive worksheets engage students
more dynamically by situating statements within authentic digital content.
For instance, a statement sourced from a news article or social media post
can be presented alongside the original context, allowing students to analyze
the reliability of both the statement and its source.

Platforms offering gamified fact or opinion exercises have shown promise.
According to EdTech Review (2023), integrating game elements with traditional
worksheets increased student participation by 40% and improved retention
rates of critical evaluation skills.

Best Practices for Implementation

To maximize the effectiveness of fact or opinion worksheets, educators should
consider the following strategies:

Contextualize content: Use statements relevant to students’ experiences1.
or current events to enhance engagement.

Encourage justification: Require students to explain their reasoning,2.
fostering deeper cognitive processing.

Incorporate group discussions: Collaborative analysis helps expose3.
students to diverse perspectives.

Use progressive difficulty: Start with clear-cut examples and gradually4.
introduce ambiguous statements to build proficiency.

Integrate multimedia: Utilize digital worksheets that embed real-world5.



sources for authentic learning experiences.

Comparative Analysis with Other Critical
Thinking Tools

Fact or opinion worksheets are part of a broader suite of critical thinking
exercises that include source evaluation, bias identification, and argument
analysis. Compared to these tools, fact or opinion worksheets offer a more
focused entry point for younger learners or those new to critical literacy.
While source evaluation demands understanding of author credentials and
provenance, fact or opinion analysis zeroes in on the nature of statements
themselves, creating a manageable scope for initial learning.

However, for advanced learners, fact or opinion worksheets might require
supplementation with more complex tasks that involve evaluating evidence
quality or recognizing logical fallacies. In this context, fact or opinion
exercises act as foundational blocks within a layered critical thinking
curriculum.

Future Directions and Innovations

As educational paradigms evolve, fact or opinion worksheets are likely to
incorporate artificial intelligence and adaptive learning technologies. AI
could tailor worksheet difficulty in real-time based on student performance,
offering personalized challenges that optimize learning curves. Additionally,
integration with virtual reality (VR) environments might present immersive
scenarios where students analyze statements within simulated contexts,
further bridging classroom learning with real-world applications.

Moreover, the rise of misinformation and “fake news” underscores the
increasing importance of these worksheets. Future iterations may emphasize
digital literacy aspects, guiding students not only to distinguish fact from
opinion but also to evaluate the credibility of online sources and the intent
behind information dissemination.

Through continuous refinement and innovation, fact or opinion worksheets will
remain a vital educational instrument, equipping learners with essential
skills to navigate an ever-complex information landscape.
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  fact or opinion worksheet: Persuasive Writing, Grades 3-5 (Meeting Writing Standards

http://www.killa-beez.com/archive-th-103/fact-or-opinion-worksheet.pdf


Series) Rebecca J. Rozmiarek, 2000-05 Activities in this book have been divided into three
categories: letters, editorials, and reviews. Incorporated throughout the book are standards for
assessment.
  fact or opinion worksheet: Tips for Teaching Kids with AspergerÕs, Grades PK - 5
Marjorie Pike, Kelly Gunzenhauser, 2013-01-02 Teaching Tips for Kids with Asperger's is the
ultimate guide for implementing practical strategies to improve school success. It is a must-have for
all parents and teachers with a child with Asperger's and includes explanations of Autism Spectrum,
classroom setup ideas, as well as detailed sections on physical development, language and literacy,
attention span, independence and personal responsibility, and social-emotional development. Key
Education products are intended to engage and educate young and special learners, as well as assist
teachers in building a strong and developmentally appropriate curriculum for these children. The
product lineÑcomprised of teacher/parent resource books, photographic learning cards, and other
activity- and game-oriented materialsÑis designed to assist in ÒUnlocking the Potential in Every
Child.Ó
  fact or opinion worksheet: Guiding Readers Through Non-Fiction Dave Leochko, Tom
Rossi, 2007 Written for grades 4-7 teachers and students, Guiding Readers Through Non-Fiction is
an easy-to-use resource. It provides essential background information on the nature of nonfiction
and how to use nonfiction in small guided-reading groups. The book is filled with many ready-to-use
student handouts, graphic organizers, rubrics, assessment checklists, and planning guidelines. In
this resource, you will find: teaching suggestions and strategies to help students engage with
various forms of nonfiction necessary information for implementing guided-reading practices in the
classroom effective strategies to incorporate successful small-group instruction in the classroom
plans and suggestions for structuring the guided-reading lesson
  fact or opinion worksheet: Step Into the Courtroom Carrie Weiss, Jessica Lukes, 2005
Educational title for gifted and advanced learners.
  fact or opinion worksheet: ICT Framework Solutions Teacher Support Pack Year 8
Stephen Doyle, 2004 This suite of straightforward, easy to manage suite of resources comprises a
Student Book and Teacher Support Pack and CD-ROM for each of years 7, 8 and 9.
  fact or opinion worksheet: Ready-to-Use Reading Proficiency Lessons and Activities Gary R.
Muschla, 2003-02-27 This volume of Ready-to-Use Reading Proficiency Lessons & Activities gives
classroom teachers and reading specialists a dynamic and progressive way to meet curriculum
standards and competencies at the tenth-grade level. It provides stimulating and effective ways to
help students master basic reading and language content, and prepare to demonstrate their
knowledge at the appropriate level.
  fact or opinion worksheet: Famous Canadians Gr. 4-6 Natalie Regier, 2008-01-01 Canada is a
vast country filled with many different people. There are many Canadians that are famous for their
special talents and skills. Some Canadians are well known for their ability to entertain others, their
ability to play different sports or for their artistic ability. Other Canadians have made important
scientific discoveries or have invented items that are useful to many people. Over the history of
Canada, there have also been a number of Prime Ministers whose accomplishments made them
famous. Our resource studies many of these great Canadian people. Students practice using
different reading, writing, research, and language arts skills as they complete the activities in our
resource. This Canada lesson provides a teacher and student section with reading passages,
activities, word search, crossword, and answer key to create a well-rounded lesson plan.
  fact or opinion worksheet: Perfect Genius NCERT English Worksheets for Class 5
(based on Bloom's taxonomy) 2nd Edition Disha Experts, 2019-07-19
  fact or opinion worksheet: Learning Problem Solving: Critical Thinking and Creativity Skills
Gr. 3-8+ S Joubert, P Laporte, A McFarland, M Oosten, H Vrooman, 2017-03-01 **This is the chapter
slice Critical Thinking and Creativity Skills Gr. 3-8+ from the full lesson plan Learning Problem
Solving** Give your students the tools for success to enter the work force as employees or
entrepreneurs. We include practical real-life activities, role-playing scenarios and open-ended



strategies. Your students will understand the problem solving process, and take part in group
creative art projects while gaining the required critical thinking and creativity skills. Develop your
students’ abilities through dedication and hard work with motivation, productivity, achievement and
success. Learn how to comprehend and analyze information while integrating technology and media
to expand their growth mindset. All centered on several project-based exercises to learn how to
convert information into usable intelligence. Chocked full of standalone reproducible worksheets to
give young learners of today all the tools they need to become lifelong problem solvers.
  fact or opinion worksheet: Conference Proceedings. The Future of Education. 8th
Edition Pixel, 2018
  fact or opinion worksheet: Successful Strategies for Reading in the Content Areas:
Secondary Sarah K. Clark, Sharon Coan, 2007-06 Three books containing a variety of reading
strategies that will help increase comprehension. Some strategies include purpose questions,
predicting, previewing, anticipation guides, webbing, writing before reading, etc.
  fact or opinion worksheet: Effective Study Strategies for Every Classroom, Grades 7-12
Rebecca Lash-Rabick, Carol Meysenburg Johnson, Jacqueline Bode Frevert, Suzann Morin-Steffen,
Jennifer Buth Bell, 2011-01-28 This practical guide to study skills instruction offers 29 complete
lesson plans that can help you teach your students how to learn and improve their academic
performance. Lessons cover the key strategies of note taking, summarizing, using research tools
(including the Internet), and test taking. They incorporate full participation by students and
continuous checking for understanding by the teacher which help students also improve their
listening skills.
  fact or opinion worksheet: Teaching Media Literacy with Social Media News Roy S.
Whitehurst, 2024-08-30 Featuring tools, activities, and insightful stories from a CIA analyst and
instructor with 30+ years’ of experience, this practical and engaging book supports busy educators
to teach the lifelong skills of news and media literacy to their students. Based on existing curriculum
and teaching standards, this guidebook shows how social studies and English language arts (ELA)
teachers can build students’ confidence with social media evaluation skills, which are critical to
engaging in civic discourse and building a stronger democracy. In Part 1, Whitehurst gives an
overview of the media evaluation techniques based on those you would learn as a CIA analyst,
including understanding how our biases and mindset make us vulnerable to disinformation, learning
how media tries to persuade us, checking facts, and spotting disinformation. Part 2 dives deeper by
showing teachers how learners can check if an argument on social media is valid, and how fallacies
and manipulation tactics in online arguments can complicate this important skill. It is illustrated by
examples from social media and contemporary popular culture in different mediums, including
videos, photos, memes, and AI-generated content. You can also find fresh and updated social media
examples on the author’s website, News Literacy Sleuth. Packed with practical classroom resources,
examples from popular culture, and engaging insights into the CIA analyst role, this book is
designed to support middle and high school teachers with news and media literacy in social studies,
civic education, and ELA.
  fact or opinion worksheet: Life Skills Activities for Secondary Students with Special
Needs Darlene Mannix, 2021-06-08 Help students with special needs thrive with over 160 updated
educational activities In the newly revised Third Edition of Life Skills Activities for Secondary
Students with Special Needs, teacher and author Darlene Mannix delivers a unique collection of
over 160 updated activity sheets with related exercises, discussion questions, and evaluation
suggestions to help students gain basic skills necessary for independence and success. Each activity
sheet focuses on a specific skill in a real-world context and includes teacher directions for objectives,
introduction, optional extension activities, and assessment methods. This crucial book includes:
Activity sheets and corresponding introductions in a wide variety of critical life skills such as
interpersonal, communication, academic and school, practical living, and more Coverage of leisure
activities and the importance of finding fulfilling hobbies and pastimes Tools to help students build
their self awareness and understand their strengths and weaknesses Perfect for special educators,



general education teachers, school counselors, and psychologists, Life Skills Activities for Secondary
Students with Special Needs will also earn a place in the libraries of other professionals working
with special needs children, as well as the parents of those children.
  fact or opinion worksheet: Essential Skills: Reading & Writing Grd 5 Teacher Created
Resources, Teacher Created Resources Staff, 2009-01-30
  fact or opinion worksheet: The History of the Olympics Gr. 4-6 Natalie Regier, 2005-01-01 Go
for the gold with our language arts extravaganza that investigates the fascinating world of the
Olympic Games. Students study all about the Olympic Games as the content is formatted in columns
like newspaper articles and charts. Students practise using different reading, writing, research, and
language arts skills as they complete the exciting activities in this unit. We include a series of
lessons designed to provide students with interesting facts and information about the Olympic
Games and related activities. Complete with optional lessons and a major project. Our Sports lesson
provides a teacher and student section with a variety of reading passages, activities, crossword,
word search and answer key to create a well-rounded lesson plan.
  fact or opinion worksheet: Perfect Genius NCERT English Worksheets for Class 3 (based on
Bloom's taxonomy) 2nd Edition Disha Experts, 2019-07-19
  fact or opinion worksheet: 21st Century Skills - Learning Problem Solving Gr. 3-8+
Sarah Joubert, Paul Laporte, Amanda McFarland, Michael Oosten, Harriet Vrooman, 2016-08-31
Give your students the tools for success to enter the work force as employees or entrepreneurs. We
include practical real-life activities, role-playing scenarios and open-ended strategies. Your students
will understand the problem solving process, and take part in group creative art projects while
gaining the required critical thinking and creativity skills. Develop your students’ abilities through
dedication and hard work with motivation, productivity, achievement and success. Learn how to
comprehend and analyze information while integrating technology and media to expand their growth
mindset. All centered on several project-based exercises to learn how to convert information into
usable intelligence. Chocked full of standalone reproducible worksheets to give young learners of
today all the tools they need to become lifelong problem solvers.
  fact or opinion worksheet: Ventures Level 4 Teacher's Edition with Assessment Audio
CD/CD-ROM Gretchen Bitterlin, Dennis Johnson, Donna Price, Sylvia Ramirez, 2013-07-12 Ventures
2nd Edition is a six-level, standards-based ESL series for adult-education ESL. The Ventures 2nd
Edition interleaved Level 4 Teacher's Edition includes easy-to-follow lesson plans for every unit. It
offers tips and suggestions for addressing common areas of difficulty for students, as well as
suggested expansion activities for improving learner persistence. The Teacher's Edition also explains
where to find additional practice in other Ventures components such as the Workbook, Online
Teacher's Resource Room, and Student Arcade. Multi-skill unit, midterm, and final tests are found in
the back of the Teacher's Edition. Also includes an Assessment CD/CD-ROM which contains audio for
each test as well as all the tests in a customizable format.
  fact or opinion worksheet: Learn to Think John Langrehr, 2008-05-15 Classroom questions
have traditionally focussed on testing the recall, understanding and application of content and
methods. Research suggests that pupils require activities that encourage them to think flexibly
about possibilities and to make independent judgements about information. Learn to Think takes a
cross-curriculum approach and offers a wide range of exercises in all significant thinking skills
areas: Organisational Analytical Evaluative Creative Predicting, categorisation, ordering,
generalising, problem solving, summarising, analysis, making distinctions, decision making, cause
and evidence are among the skills developed. This book introduces the basic core thinking processes
used to connect and make sense of information through a range of skill based sections which provide
the basis of a thinking skills programme for pupils. It is complete with introductory notes and
examples, pupil work sheets, suggested answers and further useful questions. The resources are
fully photocopiable and are suitable for 6 -11 year olds.
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