coakley sports in society

Coakley Sports in Society: Exploring the Impact and Influence

coakley sports in society represents a fascinating lens through which we can
understand the broader role of sports in our daily lives and cultural fabric.
Rooted in the work of Jay J. Coakley, a prominent sociologist specializing in
sports, this concept dives deep into how sports shape identities, influence
social structures, and reflect societal values. If you've ever wondered why
sports matter beyond the game itself or how they affect communities, culture,
and individual behavior, Coakley’s insights offer a compelling foundation.

Understanding Coakley Sports in Society

To begin with, Coakley’s approach to sports goes beyond just the physical
activity or entertainment aspect. Instead, it examines how sports function as
a social institution that mirrors, reinforces, or sometimes challenges
existing social norms and hierarchies. His work highlights how factors like
gender, race, class, and nationality intersect within sports contexts,
shaping experiences and outcomes for participants and fans alike.

The Sociological Perspective on Sports

From a sociological standpoint, sports are not isolated activities; they are
deeply embedded within societal structures. Coakley emphasizes that sports
can serve as a microcosm of society, revealing patterns of inclusion,
exclusion, and inequality. For example, issues such as gender discrimination
in pay and media coverage or racial disparities in access and representation
become visible when we analyze sports through Coakley’'s framework.

Furthermore, sports often act as a socializing agent, teaching values like
teamwork, discipline, and competition. Yet, this socialization is complex and
can sometimes perpetuate problematic ideologies such as hyper-masculinity or
nationalism.

The Role of Sports in Identity and Community

One of the most compelling aspects of Coakley sports in society is the
exploration of identity formation and community building through sports.
People often connect with sports to express belonging—to a team, a city, or a
broader cultural group.



Sports as a Source of Personal and Social Identity

Athletes and fans alike derive a strong sense of self through sports
participation or affiliation. For athletes, sports can be a pathway to self-
esteem and social status. Fans, on the other hand, might identify strongly
with a favorite team or athlete, which can impact their social interactions
and even political views.

Coakley points out that these identities are shaped by broader societal
influences such as media narratives, economic interests, and cultural
expectations, making the sports experience multifaceted and deeply personal.

Building Community and Social Cohesion

Sports often bring people together in ways few other social activities can.
Whether it’s a local youth league or a major international event like the
Olympics, sports create communal experiences that foster social bonds. This
sense of community can lead to increased social capital, collective pride,
and even social change.

However, Coakley also cautions that sports can sometimes exacerbate social
divisions, especially when tied to intense rivalries or exclusionary
practices.

Sports, Power, and Inequality

A critical component of Coakley sports in society involves analyzing how
power dynamics and inequalities play out within sports institutions and
culture.

Gender and Sports

Gender remains a central theme in Coakley'’s analysis. Despite progress,
disparities persist in opportunities, media representation, and recognition
between male and female athletes. Coakley’s work encourages us to question
traditional gender roles and to advocate for more equitable practices in
sports.

Race and Ethnicity in Sports

Race and ethnicity also significantly influence sports participation and
representation. Coakley highlights how racial stereotypes can affect the



types of sports individuals are encouraged to pursue and how athletes are
perceived by the public. Additionally, access to resources and opportunities
often varies along racial and ethnic lines, reflecting broader societal
inequalities.

Class and Accessibility

Economic class is another important factor. Sports participation can be
limited by financial barriers such as equipment costs, travel expenses, and
club fees. Coakley’s insights remind us that to promote inclusivity,
structural changes are needed to make sports accessible to all socioeconomic
groups.

The Media’s Influence on Sports and Society

The media plays a powerful role in shaping how sports are perceived and
experienced, a topic Coakley often explores.

Framing and Representation

Media outlets frame sports stories in ways that influence public opinion,
often reinforcing stereotypes or highlighting certain narratives over others.
For example, media coverage might focus heavily on male sports while
marginalizing female athletics, or it might glorify individual star athletes
at the expense of team efforts.

Commercialization and Spectacle

The commercialization of sports has transformed them into global spectacles

driven by advertising, sponsorships, and broadcasting rights. Coakley’s work
critiques how these economic interests can overshadow the original values of
sportsmanship and fair play, sometimes leading to corruption or exploitation.

Sports as a Catalyst for Social Change

Despite the challenges, Coakley sports in society also recognizes the
potential for sports to serve as a platform for positive social change.



Activism Through Athletics

Athletes have historically used their visibility to advocate for social
justice causes, from racial equality to gender rights. Coakley’s analysis
suggests that these acts of activism are powerful ways to challenge societal
norms and inspire broader movements.

Programs Promoting Inclusion and Health

Community sports programs often aim to promote inclusion, health, and well-
being, especially among marginalized groups. By providing safe spaces for
participation and fostering positive values, sports initiatives contribute to
healthier and more equitable societies.

Lessons from Coakley Sports in Society

Understanding the multifaceted role of sports through Coakley’s sociological
lens offers valuable lessons for athletes, fans, policymakers, and educators
alike.

* Recognize the broader social context: Sports are deeply intertwined with
issues like inequality and identity, so it'’s important to consider these
factors when engaging with sports.

e Promote inclusivity: Advocating for equal access and representation in
sports helps challenge structural barriers and enriches the sporting
experience for everyone.

e Value sports beyond competition: Appreciating the social, cultural, and
health benefits of sports encourages a more holistic approach to
athletics and recreation.

e Support athlete activism: Understanding the role of sports figures in
social movements highlights the potential of sports to drive meaningful
change.

In the end, Coakley sports in society reminds us that sports are more than
games—they are dynamic social phenomena that reflect and shape who we are as
individuals and communities. Whether cheering from the stands or lacing up
for a match, recognizing the deeper significance of sports enriches our
connection to this universal human activity.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Coakley's work on sports
in society?

Coakley's work primarily focuses on the social and cultural significance of
sports, exploring how sports influence identity, power dynamics, and social
change within society.

How does Coakley define the relationship between
sports and social inequality?

Coakley highlights that sports both reflect and reinforce social inequalities
related to class, race, gender, and sexuality, but they also have the
potential to challenge and transform these inequalities.

What role does Coakley attribute to sports in
promoting social integration?

Coakley argues that sports can serve as a powerful tool for social
integration by bringing together individuals from diverse backgrounds,
fostering community, and creating shared experiences.

According to Coakley, how does media shape the
perception of sports in society?

Coakley notes that media plays a critical role in shaping public perceptions
of sports by framing narratives, highlighting certain athletes or events, and
influencing cultural values related to competition and success.

How does Coakley address gender issues in sports?

Coakley discusses gender issues in sports by examining how traditional gender
roles and stereotypes influence participation, representation, and treatment
of athletes, advocating for greater gender equity and inclusion.

What is Coakley'’s perspective on youth sports and
their societal impact?

Coakley views youth sports as a site for socialization where children learn
values such as teamwork and discipline, but he also critiques the
commercialization and pressure that can undermine positive experiences.

How does Coakley suggest sports can contribute to



social change?

Coakley suggests that sports can be a platform for social change by raising
awareness of social issues, empowering marginalized groups, and challenging
dominant cultural norms.

What criticisms does Coakley raise about
professional sports in society?

Coakley criticizes professional sports for prioritizing profit over athlete
welfare, perpetuating inequalities, and sometimes promoting negative
behaviors such as violence and doping.

In Coakley’s analysis, how does ethnicity intersect
with sports participation?

Coakley explains that ethnicity intersects with sports participation through
access, representation, and cultural identity, with some ethnic groups facing
barriers while others use sports to express pride and solidarity.

What methodologies does Coakley use to study sports
in society?

Coakley employs a sociological approach using qualitative and quantitative
research methods, including ethnography, interviews, and content analysis, to
understand the complex interactions between sports and society.

Additional Resources
Coakley Sports in Society: An Analytical Review of Their Role and Impact

coakley sports in society serves as a foundational concept in understanding
the multifaceted relationship between athletic activities and the broader
social fabric. The term encompasses the sociological perspectives popularized
by Jay Coakley, a leading scholar in the sociology of sport, whose work
critically examines how sports intersect with cultural norms, identity
formation, social inequalities, and institutional structures. Investigating
Coakley sports in society reveals the profound ways in which sports function
beyond mere recreation, acting as a mirror and catalyst for societal change.

The Sociological Framework of Coakley Sports in
Society

At its core, Coakley sports in society involves analyzing sports as a social
institution embedded with values, power dynamics, and social relations.



Coakley’s approach underscores how sports both reflect and shape societal
issues such as race, gender, class, and nationalism. Unlike traditional views
that consider sports mainly as entertainment or physical competition,
Coakley’'s framework encourages a critical lens that questions who benefits
from sporting structures and who remains marginalized.

One of the fundamental premises in this view is that sports are not isolated
from society but are deeply influenced by and influential upon social
institutions like education, media, and politics. For instance, the
commercialization of sports can be scrutinized to reveal how economic
interests often override the welfare of athletes or fan communities, a nuance
extensively discussed in Coakley’s writings.

Sports as a Socializing Agent

A pivotal aspect of Coakley sports in society is the role sports play in
socialization processes. From childhood to adulthood, participation in sports
contributes to developing personal and social identities. Sports teach values
such as teamwork, discipline, and perseverance, which can be both positive
and problematic depending on the context.

Coakley highlights that while sports can promote social integration and
cohesion, they can also perpetuate exclusion and reinforce social
hierarchies. For example, access to organized sports often depends on
socioeconomic status, which may limit opportunities for underprivileged
groups. Additionally, gender stereotypes in sports can reinforce traditional
roles, where male athletes receive more media coverage and resources compared
to their female counterparts.

The Intersection of Sports, Culture, and Power

In examining Coakley sports in society, it is crucial to understand how power
relations manifest within sports arenas. Sports often serve as a stage where
cultural identities are expressed and contested. Nationalism, for instance,
gains prominence during international sporting events, creating collective
identities but also sometimes fostering xenophobia or exclusionary practices.

Race and Ethnicity in Sports

Race remains a significant topic within the Coakley sports in society
framework. The racial dynamics in sports highlight both progress and
persistent inequalities. On one hand, sports have been platforms for racial
integration and social mobility, exemplified by figures like Jackie Robinson
and Serena Williams who challenged racial barriers. On the other hand,
systemic racism persists in coaching, management, and fan behavior, pointing



to deeper societal issues.

Research indicates that racial minorities are often overrepresented in
certain sports positions but underrepresented in leadership roles, reflecting
broader social disparities. Coakley'’s analysis encourages a critical
examination of how sports may simultaneously challenge and reproduce racial
inequalities.

Gender Dynamics and Sports

Another critical dimension is the gendered nature of sports participation and
representation. Coakley sports in society draws attention to the ways gender
norms shape athletic experiences. Despite increased participation of women in
sports globally, disparities in pay, media coverage, and sponsorship remain
stark.

The #MeToo movement and increased advocacy for transgender athletes have
further complicated the gender landscape in sports, raising questions about
fairness, inclusion, and the biological versus social construction of gender.
Coakley’s work often emphasizes the importance of creating equitable sporting
environments that challenge traditional gender binaries.

Economic and Media Influences on Sports

The commercialization and media coverage of sports are pivotal in shaping
public perceptions and societal impact. Coakley sports in society recognizes
that economic forces significantly influence which sports gain popularity,
how athletes are portrayed, and who profits from sporting events.

Commercialization and Athlete Exploitation

The rise of professional sports leagues and global tournaments has turned
sports into lucrative industries. While this has increased visibility and
opportunities for some athletes, it has also raised concerns about
exploitation and commodification. Issues such as the intense physical demands
on athletes, short career spans, and lack of post-career support are well-
documented within this context.

Moreover, the disparity between the earnings of top-tier athletes and those
in lower leagues or amateur levels reflects broader economic inequalities.
Coakley’s framework interrogates these disparities, urging stakeholders to
consider ethical implications and advocate for fair treatment across all
levels of sport.



The Role of Media in Shaping Sports Narratives

Media plays a central role in constructing the narratives around sports.
Coverage decisions often prioritize certain sports, athletes, or storylines,
which can reinforce stereotypes or marginalize less popular sports and
communities. For example, media focus on male-dominated sports like football
or basketball often overshadows women’s sports or minority sports.

Social media platforms have disrupted traditional media roles, offering
athletes direct channels to engage with fans and advocate for social causes.
However, this democratization also brings challenges, including increased
scrutiny and the potential for online harassment.

Coakley Sports in Society and Social Change

Sports have historically been arenas for social activism and change. Coakley
sports in society highlights how athletes and sporting events can challenge
injustices and promote awareness of social issues. From the Black Power
salute at the 1968 Olympics to contemporary movements like Black Lives
Matter, sports have served as powerful platforms for advocacy.

At the same time, the relationship between sports and social change is
complex and sometimes contradictory. Institutional resistance,
commercialization, and fan backlash can limit the effectiveness of sports-
based activism. Nevertheless, the visibility and emotional resonance of
sports make them potent tools for highlighting societal problems.

e Pros: Sports promote unity, physical health, and social skills; provide
platforms for marginalized voices; can drive economic growth.

e Cons: Can perpetuate social inequalities; risk of athlete exploitation;
sometimes reinforce harmful stereotypes and nationalism.

The ongoing debates around inclusivity, athlete compensation, and the role of
sports in education underscore the dynamic nature of Coakley sports in
society. As social conditions evolve, so too does the relationship between
sports and society, requiring continuous critical engagement.

In analyzing Coakley sports in society, one observes the profound influence
sports wield as social phenomena. The interplay between cultural values,
institutional power, and individual agency within sports reflects broader
societal trends and tensions. This understanding encourages a more nuanced
appreciation of sports not merely as games but as complex social systems that
both shape and are shaped by the societies in which they exist.



Coakley Sports In Society

coakley sports in society: EBOOK: Sports in Society Jay Coakley, Elizabeth Pike, 2014-04-16
Using a topics-based approach organized around provocative questions about the interaction of
sports, culture and society, Sports in Society presents an accessible introduction to research and
theory in the sociology of sport. This new edition continues the legacy of the previous editions while
introducing new material and examples that bring theory to life. Current debates in sports, such as
how youth participation can be increased or sport funding allocated, have been integrated
throughout the text to provide a holistic view of society. An Online Learning Centre accompanies
this book offering a range of lecturer support materials as well as resources and tests for students.

coakley sports in society: Sports in Society Jay J. Coakley, 2004 SPORT IN SOCIETY is the
definitive text for the sport sociology course. Taking a global, issues-oriented approach to study the
role of sport in society, this text encourages the discussion of current sports-related controversies
and helps students develop critical thinking skills.

coakley sports in society: Sport in Society Jay J. Coakley, 1998 Uses an issues-oriented
approach to study the role of sport in society. The format encourages discussion of current
controversies, helping to develop critical thinking skills. Features include expanded coverage of
critical and feminist theories, and a new chapter on sports and socialization.

coakley sports in society: Sports in Society Jay J. Coakley, 2007 SPORT IN SOCIETY is the
definitive text for the sport sociology course. Taking a global, issues-oriented approach to study the
role of sport in society, this text encourages the discussion of current sports-related controversies
and helps students develop critical thinking skills.

coakley sports in society: Sports in Society Jay J. Coakley, Elizabeth Pike, 2009 This excellent
new edition continues the legacy of the previous ten editions of Sports in Society. Combining the
original structure with new material, the authors introduce research and discussion which
encompasses a global view of the sociology of sport.The sociology of sport is a sub-discipline of
sociology that studies sports as part of social and cultural life. Sensitive topics, such as religion,
have been integrated throughout the text to provide a holistic view of society. Drawing on a number
of contemporary issues, terms and debates in sports the authors use a range of specific cases to
bring theory to life.

coakley sports in society: Sports in Society Jay Coakley, Chris Hallinan, Brent McDonald, 2011
Sports in society: sociological issues and controversies 2e is an Australian and New Zealand
adaptation of the globally successful book by Jay Coakley. It retains all the strengths of the original
work, while focusing on Australian and New Zealand experiences. Organised around important
issues and controversies in sport, like gender equity, the book examines the role of sports in society.
It also offers a framework for analysing and discussing serious problems in the world of sport, and
helps build an understanding of how cultural ideology influences our lives. The text provides
comprehensive coverage of contemporary areas of focus, such as the role of racial and ethnic
minorities in sport, and makes a valuable contribution to this area of study. Sports in society:
sociological issues and controversies 2e is an essential resource for students undertaking tertiary
studies in the area of sport sociology, sport management, human movement and allied fields such as
sport science and recreation studies. New to this edition Greater emphasis on the cultural,
interactional, and structural dimensions of sports and sporting experiences New chapter on the
process of producing knowledge in the sociology of sport Each chapter rewritten to be more clear
and concise New research and theoretical developments Key features Current and relevant theory
and examples Case studies throughout each chapter to enhance learning outcomes Solid
end-of-chapter material to encourage reflection on key points

coakley sports in society: Sport in Society Jay J. Coakley, 2001

coakley sports in society: Sports in Society Jay J. Coakley, 2004 SPORT IN SOCIETY is the
definitive text for the sport sociology course. Taking a global, issues-oriented approach to study the
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role of sport in society, this text encourages the discussion of current sports-related controversies
and helps students develop critical thinking skills.

coakley sports in society: Loose Leaf for Sports in Society: Issues and Controversies Jay
Coakley, 2020-03-25 For over 30 years, Sports in Society has been a resource in the cultural,
interactional, and structural dimensions of sports. The Thirteenth Edition provides a thorough
introduction to the sociology of sport by raising critical questions to explore the relationships
between sports, culture, and society. This text takes an issues-oriented approach to the study of
sports in society and encourages the discussion of current sports-related controversies. Students
develop critical thinking skills by considering their own personal experiences, families, schools,
communities, and societies. Instructors and students can now access their course content through
the Connect digital learning platform by purchasing either standalone Connect access or a bundle of
print and Connect access. McGraw-Hill Connect® is a subscription-based learning service accessible
online through your personal computer or tablet. Choose this option if your instructor will require
Connect to be used in the course. Your subscription to Connect includes the following: SmartBook®
- an adaptive digital version of the course textbook that personalizes your reading experience based
on how well you are learning the content. Access to your instructors’ homework assignments,
quizzes, syllabus, notes, reminders, and other important files for the course. Progress dashboards
that quickly show how you are performing on your assignments and tips for improvement. The
option to purchase (for a small fee) a print version of the book. This binder-ready, loose-leaf version
includes free shipping.

coakley sports in society: Contemporary Issues in Sociology of Sport Andrew Yiannakis,
Merrill J. Melnick, 2001 Melnick, PhD, Contemporary Issues in Sociology of Sport includes: an
exploration of topics and themes that have received limited attention in other sociology of sport texts
but have been long-standing social concerns; a review of the attitudes toward female athletes and
the anti-homosexual phobias present in sport; an in-depth look at the impoverishment of children's
games in America; an overview of high school sport participation; a study of the challenges and
benefits of the big-time collegiate sport experience; a critique of television's impact on sport and its
portrayal of gender and race, and a review of sport and globalization. Unit I provides the reader with
a historical background on the development of sociology of sport and addresses several critical
issues about the relationship between sociology, physical education, and sociology of sport.

coakley sports in society: Sports in Society: Issues and Controversies Jay Coakley, 2016-07-15
Sports in Society provides a comprehensive introduction to understanding the issues and
controversies surrounding sports in society. Coakley delivers a critical approach toward sports
related issues with an emphasis on social class, race, and ethnicity within the sports world. The new
Connect course includes SmartBook, an adaptive reading and study experience. This technology
encourages readers to apply their knowledge and consider the role sports plays in their personal
experiences, schools, and communities. Instructors and students can now access their course
content through the Connect digital learning platform by purchasing either standalone Connect
access or a bundle of print and Connect access. McGraw-Hill Connect® is a subscription-based
learning service accessible online through your personal computer or tablet. Choose this option if
your instructor will require Connect to be used in the course. Your subscription to Connect includes
the following: * SmartBook® - an adaptive digital version of the course textbook that personalizes
your reading experience based on how well you are learning the content. * Access to your
instructor’s homework assignments, quizzes, syllabus, notes, reminders, and other important files
for the course. * Progress dashboards that quickly show how you are performing on your
assignments and tips for improvement. * The option to purchase (for a small fee) a print version of
the book. This binder-ready, loose-leaf version includes free shipping. Complete system
requirements to use Connect can be found here:
http://www.mheducation.com/highered/platforms/connect/training-support-students.html

coakley sports in society: Sport and Society Barrie Houlihan, 2003-04-21 Organized around
four themes key to the study of sport (perspectives, inclusion, commercialization and the



international context), this text provides a student introduction to the field.

coakley sports in society: Sports in Society: Issues and Controversies COAKLEY,
2017-08-25

coakley sports in society: Sports in Society Coakley, 2012-09-01

coakley sports in society: Sport, Violence and Society Kevin Young, 2019-03-28 In this fully
updated and revised new edition of his landmark study of violence in and around contemporary
sport, Kevin Young offers a comprehensive sociological analysis of an issue of central importance
within sport studies. The book explores organised and spontaneous violence, both on the field and
off, and calls for a much broader definition of ‘sports-related violence’, to include issues as diverse
as criminal behaviour by players, abuse within sport and exploitative labour practices. Offering a
sophisticated theoretical framework for understanding violence in a sporting context and including
new case studies and updated empirical data - from professional soccer in Europe to ice hockey in
North America - the book establishes a benchmark for the study of violence within sport and wider
society. Through close examination of often contradictory trends, from anti-violence initiatives in
professional sports leagues to the role of the media in encouraging hyper-aggression, the book
throws new light on our understanding of the socially-embedded character of sport and its
fundamental ties to history, culture, politics, social class, gender and the law. This new edition also
recognises burgeoning new literatures, such as research examining concussion and the link between
sport and mental illness and includes student-friendly pedagogical aids, such as critical thinking
questions at the end of each chapter. Sport, Violence and Society is a vital read for anyone studying
or working in the areas of the Sociology of Sport, Sport Psychology, Ethics and Philosophy of Sport,
Sport and Politics, Sports History, and Sport and the Media.

coakley sports in society: Looseleaf for Sports in Society: Issues and Controversies Jay
Coakley, 2014-03-10 Sports in Society emphasizes the cultural, interactional, and structural
dimensions of sports. Coakley encourages readers to think critically about issues and controversies
in sports while considering their own personal experiences, families, schools, communities and
societies. Instructors and students can now access their course content through the Connect digital
learning platform by purchasing either standalone Connect access or a bundle of print and Connect
access. McGraw-Hill Connect® is a subscription-based learning service accessible online through
your personal computer or tablet. Choose this option if your instructor will require Connect to be
used in the course. Your subscription to Connect includes the following: * SmartBook® - an adaptive
digital version of the course textbook that personalizes your reading experience based on how well
you are learning the content. ¢ Access to your instructor’s homework assignments, quizzes, syllabus,
notes, reminders, and other important files for the course. * Progress dashboards that quickly show
how you are performing on your assignments and tips for improvement. * The option to purchase
(for a small fee) a print version of the book. This binder-ready, loose-leaf version includes free
shipping. Complete system requirements to use Connect can be found here:
http://www.mheducation.com/highered/platforms/connect/training-support-students.html

coakley sports in society: Making Sense of Sports Ellis Cashmore, 2010 This book looks at
sport not just as recreation, but as an integral part of contemporary culture, with connections to
industry, commerce and politics. It explores the history and theories of sport, and touches on more
controversial issues.

coakley sports in society: Kriminalpravention durch Sport Anatol Liebsch, 2021 Sport ist
ein meist positiv besetzter Begriff, und die Annahme, korperliche Ertuchtigung, ein klares
Regelwerk und leistungsorientiertes Handeln in einem kameradschaftlichen Wettbhewerb
kompensierten kriminogene Faktoren bzw. verhinderten deren Entstehen, ist intuitiv und - jedenfalls
in der sozialen Arbeit - landlaufig. Diese Arbeit untersucht, ob kriminalpraventive Effekte des Sports
auf theoretischer Ebene plausibel und inwieweit sie empirisch gesichert sind. Sie spricht sich fur ein
differenziertes Sportverstandnis und das Ausschopfen des sich dadurch ergebenden Potenzials des
Sports aus.

coakley sports in society: Masculinities and the Culture of Competitive Cycling Jack



Hardwicke, 2023-04-06 Drawing on extensive ethnographic, qualitative and quantitative research,
this monograph provides a novel account of masculinities in an individual sport: competitive road
cycling. Chapters present varied analyses on male cyclists’ relationship with masculinity, the culture
of competitive road cycling, cyclists’ attitudes toward injury management, sexual minority and
women'’s experiences in the sport, and autoethnographic accounts of the author’s own experiences
of being involved in the sport for over ten years. The author also examines how masculinity impacts
male cyclists’ attitudes towards competition, risk taking and doping practices. This book will be of
interest to scholars and researchers in sports sociology, gender studies, and masculinity studies.

coakley sports in society: Diversity, equity and inclusion in sport and leisure Katherine
Dashper, Thomas Fletcher, 2016-01-08 Despite the mythology of sport bringing people together and
encouraging everyone to work collectively to success, modern sport remains a site of exclusionary
practices that operate on a number of levels. Although sports participation is, in some cases at least,
becoming more open and meritocratic, at the management level it remains very homogenous;
dominated by western, white, middle-aged, able-bodied men. This has implications both for how
sport develops and how it is experienced by different participant groups, across all levels. Critical
studies of sport have revealed that, rather than being a passive mechanism and merely reflecting
inequality, sport, via social agents’ interactions with sporting spaces, is actively involved in
producing, reproducing, sustaining and indeed, resisting, various manifestations of inequality. The
experiences of marginalised groups can act as a resource for explaining contemporary political
struggles over what sport means, how it should be played (and by whom), and its place within wider
society. Central to this collection is the argument that the dynamics of cultural identities are
contextually contingent; influenced heavily by time and place and the extent to which they are
embedded in the culture of their geographic location. They also come to function differently within
certain sites and institutions; be it in one’s everyday routine or leisure pursuits, such as sport.
Among the themes and issues explored by the contributors to this volume are: social inclusion and
exclusion in relation to class, ‘race’ and ethnicity, gender and sexuality; social identities and
authenticity; social policy, deviance and fandom. This book was published as a special issue of Sport
in Society.
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