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Trotsky and the History of the Russian Revolution

trotsky history of the russian revolution is a fascinating subject that sheds light on one of the most

transformative periods in modern history. Leon Trotsky, a key figure in the Russian Revolution, played

an instrumental role in shaping the course of events that led to the downfall of the Tsarist regime and

the rise of Soviet power. Understanding Trotsky’s involvement offers a unique perspective on the

complexities of revolutionary politics, ideological struggles, and the birth of the Soviet state.

Who Was Leon Trotsky?

Leon Trotsky, born Lev Davidovich Bronstein in 1879, was a revolutionary Marxist and intellectual. His

early life was marked by political activism and exile, experiences that deeply influenced his

revolutionary zeal. Unlike many of his contemporaries, Trotsky was not just a theorist but also a skilled

organizer and orator. His sharp mind and charismatic leadership made him a prominent figure within

the Bolshevik faction, which was led by Vladimir Lenin.

Trotsky’s background as a journalist and thinker allowed him to articulate a vision for the revolution

that combined both ideological purity and practical strategy. His ideas about permanent revolution and

internationalism distinguished him from other socialist leaders, making his history inseparable from the

broader narrative of the Russian Revolution.

Trotsky’s Role in the 1917 Russian Revolution

When discussing the trotsky history of the russian revolution, one cannot overlook his pivotal

involvement in the events of 1917. This year witnessed two major upheavals: the February Revolution,



which ended centuries of Romanov rule, and the October Revolution, where the Bolsheviks seized

power.

The February Revolution and Trotsky’s Early Influence

Although Trotsky was imprisoned during the initial stages of the February Revolution, his release

shortly after allowed him to quickly engage with revolutionary activities. He became a leading figure in

the Petrograd Soviet, the workers’ council that held significant sway over the city's political landscape.

Trotsky’s speeches and writings helped galvanize support among workers and soldiers, emphasizing

the need for a radical break from the provisional government.

October Revolution: Trotsky as Architect and Leader

Trotsky’s most renowned contribution came during the October Revolution. As chairman of the

Petrograd Soviet’s Military Revolutionary Committee, he orchestrated the armed insurrection that

toppled the provisional government. His strategic acumen ensured the revolution was swift and

relatively bloodless, capturing key locations in Petrograd with minimal resistance.

His leadership extended beyond mere logistics. Trotsky’s ability to inspire confidence and rally

disparate factions was crucial in consolidating Bolshevik control. His vision for a socialist state was one

that combined both revolutionary fervor and disciplined governance, a balance that would define the

early Soviet regime.

The Red Army and Trotsky’s Military Leadership

After the Bolsheviks seized power, Russia was plunged into a brutal civil war between the Red Army

(Bolsheviks) and the White Army (anti-Bolshevik forces). Trotsky’s role as the founder and commander



of the Red Army was a decisive factor in the Bolshevik victory.

Building the Red Army

Trotsky faced enormous challenges in organizing a coherent military force from disparate revolutionary

militias and raw recruits. His innovative approach included:

Implementing strict discipline and hierarchical structures

Recruiting former Tsarist officers under political supervision

Using propaganda to boost morale and commitment

Traveling across battlefronts in a famous armored train to supervise operations personally

These measures turned the Red Army into a formidable force capable of defeating internal and

external enemies.

The Civil War and Trotsky’s Strategic Genius

Trotsky’s leadership style combined ruthless pragmatism with ideological determination. He was known

for his uncompromising stance against deserters and dissenters but also for his ability to unite a

diverse coalition under the banner of socialism. His strategic decisions during the Civil War helped

secure Bolshevik dominance and laid the groundwork for the Soviet Union.



Trotsky’s Ideological Contributions and Conflicts

Trotsky was not just a military leader; he was a profound Marxist thinker whose ideas influenced

revolutionary theory worldwide.

The Theory of Permanent Revolution

One of Trotsky’s key theoretical contributions was the idea of permanent revolution. Unlike the

Mensheviks or Stalinists who believed in a staged approach to socialism, Trotsky argued that the

revolution had to be continuous and international. He believed that Russia’s proletariat needed to

support and spark revolutions in more industrialized countries to ensure socialism’s survival.

Conflict with Stalin and the Bolshevik Leadership

Despite his early prominence, Trotsky’s history in the Russian Revolution took a dramatic turn after

Lenin’s death in 1924. His rivalry with Joseph Stalin became a defining feature of Soviet politics.

Trotsky’s opposition to Stalin’s policies, particularly the bureaucratization of the party and

abandonment of international revolution, led to his political downfall.

Exiled in 1929, Trotsky continued to criticize Stalin’s regime from abroad, inspiring opposition

movements and advocating for a return to authentic revolutionary principles.

Legacy of Trotsky in the History of the Russian Revolution

Trotsky’s complex legacy within the history of the Russian Revolution remains a subject of debate

among historians and political theorists. His contributions as a leader, strategist, and thinker are



undeniable, yet his downfall and exile highlight the internal contradictions and brutal power struggles

within the Soviet system.

For students of history and political science, exploring trotsky history of the russian revolution offers

valuable lessons about leadership, ideology, and the nature of revolutionary change. Trotsky’s life

story is a vivid reminder of how revolutionary ideals can both inspire and be compromised, depending

on the forces at play.

Reading Trotsky’s own writings and biographies provides deeper insights into the motivations behind

his actions and the tumultuous environment in which he operated. Whether admired or criticized,

Trotsky’s imprint on the Russian Revolution is indelible, making him an essential figure to understand

when studying this epochal event.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Leon Trotsky and what role did he play in the Russian

Revolution?

Leon Trotsky was a Marxist revolutionary and key leader in the Russian Revolution of 1917. He played

a central role as the chairman of the Petrograd Soviet and later as the founder and commander of the

Red Army during the Russian Civil War.

What is Trotsky's 'History of the Russian Revolution'?

'History of the Russian Revolution' is a detailed three-volume work written by Leon Trotsky that

provides a firsthand account and analysis of the events and significance of the 1917 Russian

Revolution.



How does Trotsky's perspective in 'History of the Russian Revolution'

differ from other historians?

Trotsky's perspective is unique because he was an active participant in the revolution. His account

emphasizes the role of the working class and the Bolshevik party, offering an insider's view that

contrasts with both Soviet official histories and Western interpretations.

What key events of the Russian Revolution are covered in Trotsky's

'History of the Russian Revolution'?

Trotsky covers major events such as the February Revolution, the abdication of Tsar Nicholas II, the

formation of the Provisional Government, the October Bolshevik Revolution, and the subsequent civil

war and consolidation of Bolshevik power.

Why is Trotsky's 'History of the Russian Revolution' considered an

important historical source?

It is considered important because it provides an eyewitness account from a leading revolutionary,

combining detailed narrative with Marxist analysis, giving insight into both the political and social

dynamics of the revolution.

How did Trotsky's political views influence his writing in 'History of the

Russian Revolution'?

Trotsky's Marxist and Bolshevik beliefs shaped his interpretation of events, portraying the revolution as

a necessary and inevitable class struggle led by the proletariat, while criticizing opposition groups and

emphasizing the role of revolutionary leadership.

What criticisms have been made about Trotsky's 'History of the



Russian Revolution'?

Critics argue that Trotsky's account can be biased due to his personal involvement, sometimes

downplaying the roles of other figures and factions, and presenting events in a way that favors his

political ideology and legacy.

In what ways does Trotsky discuss the role of the Red Army in his

'History of the Russian Revolution'?

Trotsky highlights the Red Army's crucial role in defending the revolution against internal and external

enemies, detailing its formation, organization, and military strategies during the civil war period.

How has Trotsky's 'History of the Russian Revolution' influenced

modern understanding of the 1917 events?

The work has influenced historians and political theorists by providing a comprehensive and dynamic

interpretation of the revolution, helping to shape debates about revolutionary theory, leadership, and

the nature of Soviet power.

Where can one access Trotsky's 'History of the Russian Revolution'

today?

Trotsky's 'History of the Russian Revolution' is widely available in print and digital formats, including

public domain versions online through libraries, academic archives, and websites dedicated to Marxist

literature.

Additional Resources

Trotsky History of the Russian Revolution: An Analytical Review

trotsky history of the russian revolution is a subject that continues to captivate historians, political



scientists, and enthusiasts of early 20th-century revolutionary movements. Leon Trotsky, a pivotal

figure in the upheaval that transformed the Russian Empire into the Soviet Union, played a complex

and often controversial role during the revolutionary period. This article delves into Trotsky’s

contributions, ideological stances, and the broader context of his involvement in the Russian

Revolution, while also exploring his legacy and the consequences of his leadership within the

Bolshevik movement.

The Historical Context of the Russian Revolution

The Russian Revolution of 1917 unfolded against a backdrop of social unrest, economic instability, and

political repression under Tsar Nicholas II. The strain of World War I exacerbated existing tensions,

leading to widespread dissatisfaction among workers, peasants, and soldiers. Two major revolutionary

events—the February and October Revolutions—marked the overthrow of the imperial regime and the

rise of the Bolsheviks to power.

Within this turbulent environment, Trotsky emerged as a key architect of revolutionary strategy. His

ability to navigate the shifting political landscape, combined with his oratory skills and organizational

acumen, positioned him as a crucial player in the Bolshevik seizure of power.

Leon Trotsky: Early Life and Political Evolution

Leon Trotsky, born Lev Davidovich Bronstein, was deeply influenced by Marxist theory from an early

age. Unlike many of his contemporaries, Trotsky's ideological journey was marked by a pragmatic

approach to revolutionary action. Initially associated with the Mensheviks, Trotsky later joined forces

with Vladimir Lenin and the Bolsheviks, advocating for a radical transformation of Russian society.

His intellectual rigor and charismatic leadership distinguished him within the revolutionary movement.

Trotsky's writings and speeches during this period reveal a nuanced understanding of both Marxist



doctrine and the unique conditions of Russia.

Trotsky’s Role in the 1905 Revolution

Before the 1917 upheavals, Trotsky had already made a name for himself during the 1905 Revolution.

Although this earlier revolt failed to overthrow the Tsarist regime, it served as a crucial learning

experience for revolutionary leaders. Trotsky organized workers' councils (soviets) in St. Petersburg,

emphasizing the importance of grassroots democratic structures within the revolution.

This foundational experience would later inform his strategies during the 1917 revolutions, particularly

his advocacy for soviet power as a means of proletarian control.

Trotsky’s Strategic Leadership During the 1917 Russian

Revolution

Trotsky’s history of the Russian Revolution is inseparable from his leadership during the October

Revolution, when the Bolsheviks overthrew the Provisional Government. As chairman of the Petrograd

Soviet and a member of the Bolshevik Central Committee, Trotsky orchestrated the planning and

execution of the insurrection.

His strategic acumen was evident in several key areas:

Mobilization of the Red Guards: Trotsky effectively rallied armed workers and soldiers, providing

the Bolsheviks with the necessary force to seize critical infrastructure.

Coordination of Military Actions: His direction ensured minimal bloodshed during the takeover of

government buildings and communication centers.



Propaganda and Communication: Trotsky’s speeches galvanized support among the masses and

maintained Bolshevik morale.

Moreover, Trotsky’s insistence on the soviets as the primary organs of power distinguished Bolshevik

tactics from other socialist factions, reinforcing the legitimacy of their revolutionary claims.

Trotsky vs. Lenin: Complementary yet Divergent Paths

While Trotsky and Lenin shared a common goal, their approaches to revolution and governance

occasionally diverged. Trotsky’s vision often emphasized the international nature of proletarian

revolution, advocating for a continuous spread of socialist uprisings worldwide. Lenin, although

supportive of internationalism, prioritized the consolidation of power within Russia.

This ideological nuance influenced post-revolutionary policy debates and foreshadowed later conflicts

within the Communist Party.

The Red Army and Trotsky’s Military Command

One of Trotsky’s most notable legacies in the history of the Russian Revolution is his role as the

founder and commander of the Red Army during the Russian Civil War (1918–1921). Facing internal

dissent and external invasions, the Bolshevik regime relied heavily on Trotsky’s organizational skills

and charismatic leadership to maintain control.

Key features of Trotsky’s military leadership included:

Reorganization of Military Forces: Trotsky transformed disparate revolutionary militias into a1.



disciplined fighting force.

Use of Political Commissars: He instituted political officers to ensure ideological compliance and2.

morale among troops.

Innovative Logistics: Trotsky famously used a "train" that allowed him to travel rapidly across3.

frontlines, coordinating operations.

Despite his successes, Trotsky’s military command was not without criticism. Some contemporaries

accused him of authoritarian tendencies and harsh disciplinary measures, reflecting the difficult

balance between revolutionary ideals and wartime exigencies.

Impact of Trotsky’s Military Strategies on the Russian Civil War

The effectiveness of Trotsky’s Red Army was instrumental in securing Bolshevik victory over the White

Army and foreign interventionists. His ability to inspire loyalty and enforce discipline under challenging

circumstances was critical in preserving the nascent Soviet state.

However, the militarization of society and centralization of power under Trotsky’s command also

intensified internal party struggles and set precedents for future Soviet governance models.

Trotsky’s Exile and Historical Reassessment

Following Lenin’s death in 1924, Trotsky’s political fortunes waned as Joseph Stalin consolidated

power. Trotsky was increasingly marginalized, expelled from the Communist Party, and eventually

exiled. His history of the Russian Revolution was contested and often suppressed within Soviet

historiography, which favored Stalinist interpretations.



In exile, Trotsky continued to write prolifically, offering critical analyses of the revolution’s trajectory and

the emerging Soviet regime’s deviations from original revolutionary principles. His works remain

essential for understanding alternative perspectives on the revolution and early Soviet politics.

The Legacy of Trotsky’s Revolutionary Vision

Trotsky’s vision of permanent revolution and proletarian internationalism influenced various leftist

movements worldwide. His critiques of bureaucracy and authoritarianism within communist states have

been revisited by scholars interested in the dynamics of revolutionary movements and governance.

Moreover, the study of Trotsky’s history of the Russian Revolution sheds light on the complexities of

revolutionary leadership, ideological conflicts, and the challenges of translating revolutionary ideals into

political realities.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of Trotsky in Russian

Revolutionary History

Analyzing Trotsky’s history of the Russian Revolution necessitates a nuanced understanding of his

multifaceted role as an intellectual, organizer, and military leader. His contributions were vital to the

Bolsheviks’ rise and survival, yet his legacy remains contested due to ideological disputes and

subsequent political developments.

The ongoing scholarly interest in Trotsky’s life and work underscores the Russian Revolution’s

profound impact on global history and the enduring debates surrounding revolutionary change,

leadership, and ideological purity.



Trotsky History Of The Russian Revolution

  trotsky history of the russian revolution: History of the Russian Revolution Leon Trotsky,
2008-07-01 “During the first two months of 1917 Russia was still a Romanov monarchy. Eight
months later the Bolsheviks stood at the helm. They were little known to anybody when the year
began, and their leaders were still under indictment for state treason when they came to power. You
will not find another such sharp turn in history especially if you remember that it involves a nation of
150 million people. It is clear that the events of 1917, whatever you think of them, deserve study.”
--Leon Trotsky, from History of the Russian Revolution Regarded by many as among the most
powerful works of history ever written, this book offers an unparalleled account of one of the most
pivotal and hotly debated events in world history. This book reveals, from the perspective of one of
its central actors, the Russian Revolution’s profoundly democratic, emancipatory character.
Originally published in three parts, Trotsky’s masterpiece is collected here in a single volume. It
serves as the most vital and inspiring record of the Russian Revolution to date. “[T]he greatest
history of an event that I know.” --C. L. R. James “In Trotsky all passions were aroused, but his
thought remained calm and his vision clear.... His involvement in the struggle, far from blurring his
sight, sharpens it.... The History is his crowning work, both in scale and power and as the fullest
expression of his ideas on revolution. As an account of a revolution, given by one of its chief actors,
it stands unique in world literature.” --Isaac Deutscher
  trotsky history of the russian revolution: History of the Russian Revolution: Volume 1 Leon
Trotsky, 2022-11-30 The Russian Revolution of 1917 can be regarded as the greatest event in human
history. For the first time, millions of workers and peasants took political power into their own
hands, sweeping aside the despotic rule of the capitalists and landlords, and setting out to create a
socialist world order based upon the rule of the Soviet of Workers', Soldiers' and Peasants' Deputies.
Capitalism had broken at its weakest link. The Russian Revolution heralded the beginning of the
world revolution, inspiring the hopes and dreams of millions. Notwithstanding the terrible
backwardness of Russia, the new Socialist Soviet Republic represented a decisive threat to the world
capitalist order. It struck terror in the ruling classes everywhere, which rightly regarded it as a
threat to their power and privileges. Leon Trotsky History of these events is a masterpiece. It was
the first time that a scientific history of a great event has been written by a man who played a
dominant part in it. Together with Lenin, he led the Bolshevik Revolution, and lived throughout its
stormy events. However, this book is not simply a dramatic narrative, but a profound analysis of the
inner forces of the Revolution. It remains by far the best account of the Russian Revolution today.
This volume spans from the February Revolution to the prelude of the 'July Days', as well as the
economic and political background of Russia before the Revolution. Also featured in this edition is
Alan Woods introduction to the series.
  trotsky history of the russian revolution: The History of the Russian Revolution Vol. I
Leon Trotsky, 2018-03-02 THE HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION Vol. I: The overthrow of
Tzarism This book offers an unparalleled account of one of the most pivotal and hotly debated events
in world history. It reveals, from the perspective of one of its central actors, the revolution's
profoundly democratic, emancipatory character. In this first part Trotsky analyzes the social and
political characteristics of Russia preceding the Revolution and presents the events of 1917 till July.
It is an exciting chronicle and at the same time a historical document of extraordinary value. Bi
Classics also published part 2 and 3 of this fundamental political and historical work. During the first
two months of 1917 Russia was still a Romanov monarchy. Eight months later the Bolsheviks stood
at the helm. They were little known to anybody when the year began, and their leaders were still
under indictment for state treason when they came to power. You will not find another such sharp
turn in history especially if you remember that it involves a nation of 150 million people. It is clear
that the events of 1917, whatever you think of them, deserve study. (L. Trotsky)
  trotsky history of the russian revolution: The History of the Russian Revolution Leon

http://www.killa-beez.com/archive-th-101/trotsky-history-of-the-russian-revolution.pdf


Trotsky, 2007 This edition of Trotsky's masterpiece, with a new foreword by Ahmed Shawki, tells the
epic story of the remarkable events that transformed Russian - and world - history for ever.
  trotsky history of the russian revolution: The History of the Russian Revolution, by Leon
Trotsky Lev Trotsky, 1965
  trotsky history of the russian revolution: The Russian Revolution Sheila Fitzpatrick, 2001
The Russian Revolution had a decisive impact on the history of the twentieth century. Now, following
the collapse of the Soviet regime and the opening of its archives, it is possible to step back and see
the full picture. In this classic work, the author incorporates data from archives thatwere previously
inaccessible not only to Western but also to Soviet historians, as well as drawing on important recent
Russian publications such as the memoirs of one of the great survivors of Soviet politics, Vyacheslav
Molotov. Impeccable in its scholarship and objectivity, the book tells a gripping story of a Marxist
revolution that was intended to transform the world, visited enormous suffering on the Russian
people, and, like the French Revolution before it, ended up by devouring its own children. In a
concludingsection that will be of great interest to scholars in the field as well as the general reader,
the author treats the Stalinist Great Purges as the last act of the drama of the Russian Revolution.
  trotsky history of the russian revolution: History of the Russian Revolution: Volume 3
Leon Trotsky, 2022-11-30 The Russian Revolution of 1917 can be regarded as the greatest event in
human history. For the first time, millions of workers and peasants took political power into their
own hands, sweeping aside the despotic rule of the capitalists and landlords, and setting out to
create a socialist world order based upon the rule of the Soviet of Workers', Soldiers' and Peasants'
Deputies. Capitalism had broken at its weakest link. The Russian Revolution heralded the beginning
of the world revolution, inspiring the hopes and dreams of millions. Notwithstanding the terrible
backwardness of Russia, the new Socialist Soviet Republic represented a decisive threat to the world
capitalist order. It struck terror in the ruling classes everywhere, which rightly regarded it as a
threat to their power and privileges. Leon Trotsky History of these events is a masterpiece. It was
the first time that a scientific history of a great event has been written by a man who played a
dominant part in it. Together with Lenin, he led the Bolshevik Revolution, and lived throughout its
stormy events. However, this book is not simply a dramatic narrative, but a profound analysis of the
inner forces of the Revolution. It remains by far the best account of the Russian Revolution today.
This volume covers the lead up to the October Revolution and the triumph of the Soviets.
  trotsky history of the russian revolution: The History of the Russian Revolution to
Brest-Litovsk Leon Trotsky, 2018-10-14 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality reading
experience, this work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the
original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the
preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant.
  trotsky history of the russian revolution: The Russian Revolution and Civil War
1917-1921 Jonathan Smele, 2006-04-15 The Russian Revolution and Civil War in the years 1917 to
1921 is one of the most widely studied periods in history. It is also somewhat inevitably one that has
generated a huge flow of literature in the decades that have passed since the events themselves.
However, until now, historians of the revolution have had no dedicated bibliography of the period
and little claim to bibliographical control over the literature. The Russian Revolution and Civil War,
1917-1921offers for the first time a comprehensive bibliographical guide to this crucial and
fascinating period of history. The Bibliography focuses on the key years of 1917 to 1921, starting
with the February Revolution of 1917 and concluding with the 10th Party Congress of March 1921,
and covers all the key events of the intervening years. As such it identifies these crucial years as



something more than simply the creation of a communist state.
  trotsky history of the russian revolution: The History of the Russian Revolution Vol II Leon
Trotsky, 2018-03-02 THE HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION Vol. II: The Attempted
Counter-Revolution This book offers an unparalleled account of one of the most pivotal and hotly
debated events in world history. It reveals, from the perspective of one of its central actors, the
revolution's profoundly democratic, emancipatory character. In this second volume Trotsky presents
some of the turning points of the path of revolution on the way to the October, such as the Kornilov's
insurrection and the activity of the counter-revolution. It is an exciting chronicle and at the same
time a historical document of extraordinary value. Bi Classics also published part 1 and 3 of this
fundamental political and historical work. During the first two months of 1917 Russia was still a
Romanov monarchy. Eight months later the Bolsheviks stood at the helm. They were little known to
anybody when the year began, and their leaders were still under indictment for state treason when
they came to power. You will not find another such sharp turn in history especially if you remember
that it involves a nation of 150 million people. It is clear that the events of 1917, whatever you think
of them, deserve study. (L. Trotsky)
  trotsky history of the russian revolution: The History of The Russian Revolution
Volume-I Leon Trotsky, 2020-03-20 The History of the Russian Revolution by Leon Trotsky is a
three-volume book on the Russian Revolution of 1917. Trotsky finished writing it in Russian in 1930
and was then translated into English.Regarded by many as among the most powerful works of
history ever written, this book offers an unparalleled account of one of the most pivotal and hotly
debated events in world history. This book reveals, from the perspective of one of its central actors,
the Russian Revolution's profoundly democratic, emancipatory character.
  trotsky history of the russian revolution: The History of the Russian Revolution Vol-III Leon
Trotsky, 2018-03-02 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is
part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original
artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original
copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most
important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred
pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.
  trotsky history of the russian revolution: The Russian Revolution Walter Rodney, 2018-07-10
Preface by Jesse Benjamin and the Walter Rodney Foundation Introduction by Robin D.G. Kelley
Afterword by Vijay Prashad In his short life, the Guyanese intellectual Walter Rodney emerged as
one of the leading revolutionary thinkers of the Black Sixties. He became a leading force of dissent
throughout the Caribbean and a lightning rod of controversy. The 1968 Rodney Riots erupted in
Jamaica when he was prevented from returning to his teaching post at the University of the West
Indies. In 1980, Rodney was assassinated in Guyana, reportedly at the behest of the government. In
the mid-'70s, Rodney taught a course on the Russian Revolution at the University of Dar es Salaam
in Tanzania. A Pan-Africanist and Marxist, Rodney sought to make sense of the reverberations of the
October Revolution in a decolonising world marked by Third World revolutionary movements. He
intended to publish a book based on his research and teaching. Now historians Jesse Benjamin,
Robin D. G. Kelley, and Vijay Prashad have edited Rodney's polished chapters and unfinished lecture
notes, presenting the book that Rodney had hoped to publish in his lifetime. 1917 is a signal event in
radical publishing, and will inaugurate Verso's standard edition of Walter Rodney's works.
  trotsky history of the russian revolution: History of the Russian Revolution Leon Trotsky,
2022-05-24



  trotsky history of the russian revolution: The Russian Revolution Russell Trenton,
2015-07-15 This gripping historical narrative relates the circumstances that led to the end of the
Romanov Dynasty and the Russian aristocracy, the heartrending struggles of the peasants, the
violence and bloodshed of the revolution, and the rise of the new social order and its far-reaching
consequences that continue to be felt in Russia today. In addition to the causes of the Russian
revolution and the events that led to civil war, the narrative delves into the mindset of the Bolshevik
leadership and recounts the profound transformation and industrialization of the economy in the
Soviet era.
  trotsky history of the russian revolution: The Origins of the Russian Revolution Alan
Wood, 2002-01-04 Looks at the roots of what has been described as the most important political
event in the history of the twentieth century, from the emancipation of the serfs in 1861 to the
Bolshevik uprising in 1917.
  trotsky history of the russian revolution: Revolutionary Democracy Soma Marik, 2018-03-09
In this wide-ranging and insightful work, Soma Marik defends the legacy of the Bolshevik
Revolution, arguing against many of its detractors that the early communist regime was centrally
concerned with both the liberation of women and the expansion of democracy. Soma Marik teaches
Women's Studies and History at Jadavpur University.
  trotsky history of the russian revolution: Trotsky's Notebooks, 1933-1935 , 1998-12
These two notebooks were discovered while Philip Pomper was doing research at Harvard’s Russian
Research Center for a book on Trotsky, Lenin and Stalin after the Russian Revolution and were
published by Columbia University for the first time in 1986. They present fascinating new insights
into Trotsky’s philosophy, politics, and psychology and this volume is a significant addition to an
understanding of his revolutionary career. They shed new light on his relationship to Lenin and
Bolshevism, his criticism of dialectics and Darwin evolutionism, and his reflections of Freudian
psychology as he ponders the relationship of the unconscious mind to the philosophical issues
surrounding dialectics. The original Russian text of the notebooks, prepared and annotated by
Felshtinsky, is also presented here to make the material available to readers of Russian.
  trotsky history of the russian revolution: The History of the Russian Revolution (Russian)
Leon Trotsky, 2015-06-01 Third volume in Leon Trotsky's classic account of the social, economic,
and political dynamics of the first socialist revolution as told by one of its central leaders. Trotsky
describes how, under Lenin's leadership, the Bolshevik Party led the working class, peasantry, and
oppressed nationalities to overturn the monarchist regime of the landlords and capitalists and bring
to power a government of the workers and peasants--one that set an example for toilers the world
over. Nowhere are those world-shattering events explained with more clarity and insight than in this
powerful account.
  trotsky history of the russian revolution: How Revolutionary Were the Bourgeois
Revolutions? Neil Davidson, 2012-07-24 “An impressive contribution both to the history of ideas
and to political philosophy.” —Alasdair MacIntyre, author of After Virtue Once of central importance
to left historians and activists alike, recently the concept of the “bourgeois revolution” has come in
for sustained criticism from both Marxists and conservatives. In this magisterial work, Neil Davidson
offers theoretical and historical insights about the nature of revolutions. Through extensive research
and comprehensive analysis, Davidson demonstrates that what’s at stake is far from a stale issue for
the history books—understanding that these struggles of the past offer far-reaching lessons for
today’s radicals. “A monumental work. Neil Davidson has given us what is easily the most
comprehensive account yet of the ‘life and times’ of the concept of ‘bourgeois revolution’ [and] has
also provided us with a refined set of theoretical tools for understanding the often complex
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