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**Dictionary of New Testament Background The IVP Bible Dictionary Series: A Deep Dive into Biblical
Context**

dictionary of new testament background the ivp bible dictionary series stands out as an
essential resource for anyone eager to explore the rich cultural, historical, and geographical context
behind the New Testament. Whether you are a student, pastor, or simply a curious reader, this
volume offers a treasure trove of insights that bring the biblical text to life. Understanding the
background of the New Testament can transform your reading experience, making the stories and
teachings more vivid and meaningful.

What Makes the Dictionary of New Testament
Background Unique?

The "Dictionary of New Testament Background" is part of the highly respected IVP Bible Dictionary
Series, which is known for its scholarly rigor combined with readability. Unlike many other biblical
dictionaries that focus solely on definitions or theological terms, this dictionary dives deeply into the
world in which the New Testament was written. It sheds light on the social customs, political
landscapes, religious practices, and everyday life of that era.

Comprehensive Coverage of Historical and Cultural Contexts

One of the standout features of the dictionary is its comprehensive approach. Readers gain insight
into:

- **Roman and Jewish political structures:** Understanding the governance of the time helps explain
many New Testament events.

- **Religious groups and sects:** From Pharisees and Sadducees to Essenes and early Christians, the
dictionary explains who they were and what they believed.

- **Daily life and customs:** Simple things like marriage, family roles, diet, and festivals are explored,
providing a fuller picture of the world Jesus and his followers inhabited.

This expansive coverage assists readers in grasping the nuances that might otherwise be overlooked
when reading the New Testament text alone.

How the IVP Bible Dictionary Series Supports Bible
Study

The IVP Bible Dictionary Series has a reputation for producing resources that are both academically



sound and accessible to a broad audience. The Dictionary of New Testament Background aligns
perfectly with this mission.

Easy-to-Navigate Entries and User-Friendly Format

The dictionary is organized alphabetically, making it easy to look up specific topics quickly. Each entry
is concise yet packed with valuable information, often including cross-references to related subjects.
This structure encourages readers to explore interconnected themes, enhancing their understanding
of the New Testament world.

Contributions by Leading Scholars

The authority of the dictionary stems from its contributors—renowned experts in biblical studies,
archaeology, history, and theology. Their collective expertise ensures that the information is reliable,
up-to-date, and reflects current scholarly consensus. It also means the dictionary incorporates recent
archaeological discoveries and historical research that illuminate New Testament settings.

Why Understanding New Testament Background
Matters

Many readers approach the New Testament as a purely spiritual or theological text, but grasping its
historical background adds layers of meaning that deepen comprehension.

Bringing Scripture to Life

When you understand the context behind parables, teachings, or events, the Bible becomes more
than just words on a page. For example, knowing the socio-political tensions under Roman rule or the
significance of Jewish festivals can transform how you interpret stories and messages.

Clarifying Difficult Passages

Some New Testament passages are challenging because they reference customs, idioms, or cultural
practices unfamiliar to modern readers. The Dictionary of New Testament Background helps clarify
these by explaining what certain terms or actions meant in their original setting.

Enhancing Sermons and Teaching

For pastors and teachers, this resource is invaluable. It equips them with background knowledge that
enriches sermons and lessons, making biblical narratives resonate more with contemporary



audiences.

Exploring Key Features of the Dictionary of New
Testament Background

To better appreciate this resource, it’s helpful to highlight some of its key features that make it
indispensable.

* lllustrations and Maps: Visual aids such as maps of ancient cities and regions help readers
visualize where events took place.

» Glossaries and Chronologies: These tools help track important dates and terminology,
supporting deeper study.

» Cross-Referencing: Links between related entries encourage a holistic understanding of New
Testament culture.

* Focus on Archaeology: Many entries integrate findings from archaeological digs, which
provide tangible evidence of the New Testament world.

Who Should Use the Dictionary of New Testament
Background?

This dictionary is designed to serve a wide range of readers interested in biblical studies.

Students and Scholars

For seminary students or biblical scholars, it's an essential reference that supports research and
coursework. It offers a rich foundation for academic papers or theological exploration.

Pastors and Bible Teachers

Ministers and educators will find it a handy tool to prepare sermons or classes that connect the
ancient world with modern application.



Lay Readers and Devotees

Even casual readers who want to deepen their Bible reading experience will benefit immensely. The
accessible writing style and clear explanations make it approachable for non-experts.

Tips for Maximizing the Use of This Bible Dictionary

To get the most out of the Dictionary of New Testament Background, consider these practical tips:

1. Use it alongside your Bible reading: When you come across a term or event that puzzles
you, look it up immediately to enhance understanding.

2. Explore related entries: Don't just stop at one article—follow cross-references to see how
different aspects of New Testament life connect.

3. Take notes: Jot down insights or questions that arise as you study, which can deepen
reflection or prompt further research.

4. Combine with other IVP resources: The IVP Bible Dictionary Series includes other volumes
that complement this work, broadening your biblical knowledge.

The Impact of Historical and Cultural Insight on Bible
Interpretation

Understanding the New Testament background through resources like this dictionary can lead to
more nuanced interpretations. For instance, recognizing the significance of first-century Jewish purity
laws or Roman citizenship clarifies the motivations and challenges faced by early Christians.

This enriched perspective helps prevent misinterpretations based on modern assumptions and
encourages respectful engagement with the biblical text’s original context.

In summary, the dictionary of new testament background the ivp bible dictionary series is much more
than a reference book—it is a gateway to the world behind the New Testament. By illuminating the
social, political, and religious environment of the time, it empowers readers to approach the Bible with
fresh eyes and deeper insight. Whether for study, teaching, or personal growth, this dictionary is a
vital companion on any journey through the New Testament.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Dictionary of New Testament Background' in the
IVP Bible Dictionary Series?

The 'Dictionary of New Testament Background' is a comprehensive reference work that provides
detailed historical, cultural, and social context for understanding the New Testament. It is part of the
IVP Bible Dictionary Series and is designed to help readers gain a deeper insight into the world in
which the New Testament was written.

Who are the editors or main contributors of the 'Dictionary of
New Testament Background'?

The 'Dictionary of New Testament Background' is edited by Craig A. Evans and Stanley E. Porter, both
respected scholars in New Testament studies. They and a team of contributors provide expert articles
on various aspects of the New Testament background.

How is the 'Dictionary of New Testament Background' useful
for Bible study?

This dictionary offers extensive articles on historical, social, religious, and cultural aspects of the New
Testament era, helping readers understand the context behind biblical texts. It aids students, pastors,
and scholars in interpreting scripture more accurately by illuminating the background against which
the New Testament was written.

What topics does the 'Dictionary of New Testament
Background' cover?

The dictionary covers a wide range of topics including ancient religions, customs, geography, politics,
social structures, languages, and everyday life in the first-century Mediterranean world, all of which
help explain the New Testament writings more fully.

Is the 'Dictionary of New Testament Background' suitable for
beginners or more advanced readers?

While the dictionary contains scholarly articles, it is written in an accessible manner suitable for both
advanced students and lay readers interested in deepening their understanding of the New
Testament. It serves as a valuable resource for seminary students, pastors, and anyone engaged in
serious Bible study.

Additional Resources

Dictionary of New Testament Background: The IVP Bible Dictionary Series Explored

dictionary of new testament background the ivp bible dictionary series stands as a pivotal



resource for scholars, clergy, students, and lay readers seeking to deepen their understanding of the
historical, cultural, and social contexts that shaped the New Testament. This reference work, part of
the respected IVP Bible Dictionary Series, offers a comprehensive exploration of the milieu in which
the New Testament writings were composed. Its meticulous attention to detail, scholarly rigor, and
accessible format have made it a frequently recommended volume in biblical studies and theological
libraries worldwide.

Understanding the Scope of the Dictionary of New
Testament Background

The Dictionary of New Testament Background serves as an encyclopedic guide to the world behind
the sacred texts. Unlike traditional biblical dictionaries that focus primarily on lexical entries or
theological concepts, this volume emphasizes the broader cultural and historical backdrop of the New
Testament era. It covers a wide array of topics including ancient geography, political systems,
religious practices, social customs, and linguistic nuances that influenced the early Christian
communities.

Edited by Craig A. Evans and Stanley E. Porter, both renowned scholars in New Testament studies,
this dictionary integrates contributions from leading experts across multiple disciplines. Their
combined expertise ensures that entries are not only factually accurate but also up-to-date with
current academic research. This makes the dictionary an invaluable tool for anyone seeking to
contextualize the New Testament writings beyond a purely textual or doctrinal approach.

Features and Structure

The dictionary is organized alphabetically, allowing for quick reference while also encouraging
serendipitous discovery. Each entry varies in length, from concise definitions to detailed essays,
depending on the complexity of the subject. Key features include:

 Historical Contexts: Insight into the political powers of the time, such as the Roman Empire
and Herodian dynasty, clarifying their impact on early Christian communities.

e Cultural Customs: Articles exploring everyday life in the Greco-Roman world, including
marriage customs, social stratification, and religious festivals.

* Geographical Entries: Descriptions of significant locations like Jerusalem, Antioch, and
Ephesus, helping readers visualize the physical settings of New Testament events.

* Religious Backgrounds: Coverage of Judaism, Greco-Roman religions, mystery cults, and
early Christian practices, offering a comparative religious perspective.

* Language and Literature: Discussions on Koine Greek, Aramaic influences, and relevant
literary genres that shaped New Testament writings.



This breadth of coverage ensures that readers gain a multidimensional understanding of the New
Testament'’s environment, which is crucial for accurate interpretation.

Comparative Insights: How the Dictionary Stands Out

When compared to other Bible dictionaries or encyclopedias, the Dictionary of New Testament
Background distinguishes itself through its exclusive focus on context rather than theology or biblical
exegesis alone. While resources like the Anchor Bible Dictionary or the New International Bible
Dictionary cover a broad range of biblical topics, the IVP volume zeroes in on the socio-historical
environment, making it uniquely suited for those who prioritize background studies.

Moreover, its integration of archaeological findings and recent scholarship enhances its reliability. For
example, entries often cite contemporary excavations or newly discovered inscriptions that shed light

on obscure customs or political arrangements. This commitment to scholarship makes it a preferred
resource for academic settings and seminary courses.

Target Audience and Practical Applications

The dictionary appeals to a diverse readership. Seminary students and professors find it invaluable for
research, sermon preparation, and classroom teaching. Pastors and church leaders benefit from its
clear explanations, which help bridge the gap between ancient contexts and modern congregational
understanding. Even lay readers who are curious about the historical Jesus or the early church find
the work accessible and enriching.

In practical terms, the dictionary aids in:

e Enhancing biblical exegesis by providing historical and cultural background.
e Supporting intertextual studies by linking biblical texts to contemporary sources.
e Facilitating interdisciplinary approaches involving history, archaeology, and religious studies.

e Clarifying difficult or obscure New Testament terms and concepts through contextual analysis.

Strengths and Limitations

The Dictionary of New Testament Background'’s primary strength lies in its comprehensive and
scholarly approach to context. Its well-curated entries offer a nuanced understanding that prevents
anachronistic interpretations of the New Testament. Additionally, its editorial oversight ensures
consistency and scholarly integrity, a hallmark of the IVP Bible Dictionary Series.

However, some limitations deserve acknowledgment. The dictionary’s focus on background rather



than theological interpretation means it might not satisfy readers seeking in-depth doctrinal analysis.
Additionally, given the rapid development in biblical archaeology and textual criticism, some entries
may require periodic updates to reflect new discoveries or scholarly debates.

Also, the academic tone, while accessible, may pose a challenge for absolute beginners or casual
readers unfamiliar with biblical studies terminology. Supplementing this dictionary with more
introductory resources could provide a balanced approach for newcomers.

Integration with Digital Resources

In today’s digital age, the Dictionary of New Testament Background has been incorporated into
various Bible study software platforms, enhancing its usability. Users can quickly cross-reference
entries with biblical texts and commentaries, facilitating dynamic research. The digital format also
enables keyword searches and hyperlinks, making the exploration of interconnected topics more
streamlined.

This integration underscores the dictionary’s continuing relevance and adaptability, ensuring it
remains a cornerstone reference in both print and electronic formats.

Final Reflections on the Dictionary of New Testament
Background

Engaging with the dictionary of new testament background the ivp bible dictionary series reveals a
resource that is both authoritative and richly informative. Its dedication to unveiling the cultural and
historical layers beneath the New Testament text equips readers with tools to interpret scripture more
thoughtfully. Whether one is a scholar conducting research, a pastor preparing a sermon, or a
layperson seeking deeper biblical knowledge, this dictionary offers invaluable insights that enhance
comprehension and appreciation of the New Testament’s complex world.

The IVP Bible Dictionary Series continues to uphold its reputation for scholarly excellence, and this
volume is a testament to that commitment. As biblical studies evolve, resources like this dictionary
remain vital, bridging ancient contexts with contemporary understanding in a manner that is both
rigorous and accessible.

Dictionary Of New Testament Background The Ivp Bible
Dictionary Series

dictionary of new testament background the ivp bible dictionary series: Dictionary of
New Testament Background CRAIG A EVANS, STANLEY E PORTER, 2020-05-21 The 'Dictionary
of New Testament Background' joins the 'Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels', the 'Dictionary of Paul
and his Letters' and the 'Dictionary of the Later New Testament and its Developments' as the fourth
in a landmark series of reference works on the Bible. In a time when our knowledge of the ancient
Mediterranean world has grown, this volume sets out for readers the wealth of Jewish and
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Greco-Roman background that should inform our reading and understanding of the New Testament
and early Christianity. 'The Dictionary of New Testament Background', takes full advantage of the
flourishing study of the Dead Sea Scrolls and offers individual articles focused on the most important
scrolls. In addition, the Dictionary encompasses the fullness of second-temple Jewish writings,
whether pseudepigraphic, rabbinic, parables, proverbs, histories or inscriptions. Articles abound on
aspects of Jewish life and thought, including family, purity, liturgy and messianism. The full scope of
Greco-Roman culture is displayed in articles ranging across language and rhetoric, literacy and book
benefactors, travel and trade, intellectual movements and ideas, and ancient geographical
perspectives. No other reference work presents so much in one place for students of the New
Testament. Here an entire library of scholarship is made available in summary form. The Dictionary
of New Testament Background can stand alone, or work in concert with one or more of its
companion volumes in the series. Written by acknowledged experts in their fields, this wealth of
knowledge of the New Testament era is carefully aimed at the needs of contemporary students of the
New Testament. In addition, its full bibliographies and cross-references to other volumes in the
series will make it the first book to reach for in any investigation of the New Testament in its ancient
setting.

dictionary of new testament background the ivp bible dictionary series: The IVP Bible
Background Commentary: Old Testament John H. Walton, Victor H. Matthews, Mark W.
Chavalas, 2000-11-08 This unique commentary provides historical, social and cultural background
for each passage of the Old Testament. From Genesis through Malachi, this single volume gathers
and condenses an abundance of specialized knowledge, and includes a glossary, maps and charts,
and expanded explanations of significant background issues.

dictionary of new testament background the ivp bible dictionary series: The IVP Bible
Background Commentary: New Testament Craig S. Keener, 2014-01-03 Craig S. Keener presents
fascinating, wonderfully useful information on the historical and cultural backgrounds of nearly
every verse in the New Testament.

dictionary of new testament background the ivp bible dictionary series: A Handbook on
the Jewish Roots of the Christian Faith Craig Evans, David Mishkin, 2021-04-18 A Handbook on the
Jewish Roots of the Christian Faith is a comprehensive handbook that serves as an introduction to
the Jewish roots of the Christian Faith. It includes Old Testament background, Second Temple
Judaism, the life of Jesus, the New Testament, and the early Jewish followers of Jesus. It is intended
as a resource for college and/or higher education. It is no longer a novelty to say that Jesus was a
Jew. In fact, the term Jewish roots has become something of a buzzword in books, articles, and
especially on the internet. But what does the Jewishness of Jesus actually mean, and why is it
important? This collection of articles aims to address those questions and serve as a comprehensive
yet concise primer on the Jewish roots of the Christian faith. It consists of thirteen chapters, most of
which are divided into four or five articles. It is in a “handbook” format, meaning that each article is
brief but informative. The thirteen chapters are grouped into four major sections: (1) The Soil, (2)
The Roots, (3) The Trunk, and (4) The Branches. Craig A. Evans, PhD, DHabil, is the John Bisagno
Distinguished Professor of Christian Origins at Houston Baptist University in Texas. He is a frequent
contributor to scholarly journals and the author or editor of over seventy books. Evans resides in
Houston, TX. David Mishkin, PhD, serves on the faculty of Israel College of the Bible in Netanya,
Israel. He is the author of The Wisdom of Alfred Edersheim and Jewish Scholarship on the
Resurrection of Jesus.

dictionary of new testament background the ivp bible dictionary series: The Routledge
Encyclopedia of the Historical Jesus Craig A. Evans, 2014-01-14 This Encyclopedia brings together
the vast array of historical research into the reality of the man, the teachings, the acts, and the
events ascribed to him that have served as the foundational story of one of the world's central
religions. This kind of historiography is not biography. The historical study of the Jesus stories and
the transmission of these stories through time have been of seminal importance to historians of
religion. Critical historical examination has provided a way for scholars of Christianity for centuries




to analyze the roots of legend and religion in a way that allows scholars an escape from the confines
of dogma, belief, and theological interpretation. In recent years, historical Jesus studies have opened
up important discussions concerning anti-Semitism and early Christianity and the political and
ideological filtering of the Jesus story of early Christianity through the Roman empire and beyond.
Entries will cover the classical studies that initiated the new historiography, the theoretical
discussions about authenticating the historical record, the examination of sources that have led to
the western understanding of Jesus' teachings and disseminated myth of the events concerning
Jesus' birth and death. Subject areas include: the history of the historical study of the New
Testament: major contributors and their works theoretical issues and concepts methodologies and
criteria historical genres and rhetorical styles in the story of Jesus historical and rhetorical context
of martyrdom and messianism historical teachings of Jesus teachings within historical context of
ethics titles of Jesus historical events in the life of Jesus historical figures in the life of Jesus
historical use of Biblical figures referenced in the Gospels places and regions institutions the history
of the New Testament within the culture, politics, and law of the Roman Empire.

dictionary of new testament background the ivp bible dictionary series: The IVP
Dictionary of the New Testament Daniel G. Reid, 2004 The IVP Dictionary of the New Testament
offers a selection of key articles from four award-winning IVP New Testament dictionaries:
Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels Dictionary of Paul and His Letters Dictionary of the Later New
Testament and Its Developments Dictionary of New Testament Background Made with students
primarily in mind, this one-volume dictionary edited by Daniel G. Reid offers the most important
articles from the four New Testament dictionaries in a more succinct and accessible form. More than
130 articles are included, covering New Testament books, theological topics, historical events,
background topics and methods of study. Also featured are maps, charts and tables, a glossary of
terms, essential bibliographies, a Scripture index, and cross-references to the full-sized New
Testament dictionaries.Here is a versatile, convenient and focused text that can both supplement
other New Testament introductions and stand alone as a resource on the New Testament and its
interpretation.

dictionary of new testament background the ivp bible dictionary series: Greek for
Everyone A. Chadwick Thornhill, 2016-09-20 Who Says You Have to Attend Seminary to Learn
Greek? Reading the New Testament in its original language is one of the most effective ways to gain
a greater understanding of the message of the Bible. Even though Greek is important to preparation
for preaching and teaching, many who are called to ministry will not be able to dedicate years of
study to master the language. But a lack of mastery of Greek should not exclude us from gleaning
important insight and inspiration from reading Scripture in its original language. Now pastors, Bible
study instructors, Sunday school teachers, and serious lay students of the Bible can learn the basics
of biblical Greek at their own pace. Greek for Everyone explains how the Greek language works and
introduces the Greek alphabet, pronunciation, vocabulary, and grammar, equipping readers to
understand the original meaning of the New Testament. By focusing on the takeaways that most
impact interpretation, this accessible book provides a working knowledge of biblical Greek for the
study of Scripture.

dictionary of new testament background the ivp bible dictionary series: Understanding
Mark’s Gospel Mark ]J. Keown, 2021-12-17 Building on Keown's earlier two-volume work, Jesus in a
World of Colliding Empires, Understanding Mark's Gospel gives an easily readable introduction to
Mark's Gospel. Designed as a textbook, it includes eleven lessons on Mark's Gospel. The first lesson
covers background issues important for understanding Mark. The Gospel is then divided into ten
sections, each forming a lesson. After reading the biblical passages, students can read each lesson
and get a succinct commentary with exegetical insights on the Markan passages. Each lesson ends
with questions that can be discussed by readers. All Greek is transliterated, and the book is an
excellent and simple introduction to Mark's Gospel.

dictionary of new testament background the ivp bible dictionary series: Contours in the
Text Jonathan D.H. Norton, 2013-05-01 Norton-Piliavsky places Paul's work within the context of



ancient Jewish literary practice, bridging the gap between textual criticism and social history in
contemporary discussions. The author argues that studies of ancient Jewish exegesis draw on two
distinct analytical modes: the text-critical and the socio-historical. He then shows that the two are
usually joined together in discussions of ancient Jewish literature arguing that as a result of this
commentators often allow the text-critical approach to guide their efforts to understand historical
questions. Norton argues that text-critical and historical data must be combined, but not conflated
and in this volume sets out a new approach, showing that exegesis was part of an ongoing
discussion, which included mutually supporting written and oral practices. Norton shows that
Josephus' and Dead Sea sectarians' use of textual variation, like Paul's, belongs to this discussion
demonstrating that neither Paul nor his contemporaries viewed Jewish scripture as a fixed literary
monolith. Rather, they took part in a dynamic exegetical dialogue, constituted by oral as much as
textual modes.

dictionary of new testament background the ivp bible dictionary series: Mastering the
Discipline of Bible Study Jenai J. Rasmussen Ed.D., 2022-07-22 This work, along with the other
volumes in the Foundational Knowledge of the Bible series, can help those who are young in the
faith to seek a Christian relationship with God. All who choose to enter into the new covenant must
concurrently embrace a new perceptual field. By heeding God’s call to service, believers embark
upon a Christian journey to become wise from the application of spiritual knowledge. This is made
possible with the indwelling of the Holy Spirit who guides covenant believers in the faithful word of
God, which is the source of all spiritual truth in this world. The intended purpose presented in this
plan of action is to speak the truth of God in love so that the brethren can learn godly discernment,
be equipped with sound doctrine, and grow together in all things according to Christ’s authoritative
leadership (Eph. 4:15). By becoming covenant Christians set apart by God for his particular use, we
can be diligent by precisely and accurately handling the word of truth (2 Tim. 2:15). This series can
serve to edify and ground those who are new in the faith because the revelation of God provides all
the essential answers to life’s pressing spiritual questions, whether general or specific. Accordingly,
Christ’s disciples need to comprehend the questions before the answers can have real meaning. No
greater reason can be given for studying the Bible. Therefore, the people of God are duty-bound to
master this Christian discipline. The first volume in this series is divided into three phases of Bible
study: “Why” addresses the importance of knowing God’s word, study motivations, conditions for
discipleship, Christian distinctions, and the attributes needed to study biblical truth. “How” covers
preliminary actions, Bible versions, principles, study considerations, and necessary skills. “What”
offers a unique sevenfold framework for understanding the Bible. Divine power can move the
Scriptures to be more than words on a page. It can become a life-changing force for good in the
world. To that end, this resource directs the reader on how to inquire, search, and ask diligently
concerning godly truth. Invaluable information, accessible resources, clear educational materials,
and deep biblical insights will all quickly serve to establish beginning students in the Sacred Text.
This work will also prepare the reader to receive the Scriptures by learning how to obtain a faithful
accounting of spiritual truth. To be sure, wisdom is the result of applying biblical knowledge to our
lives. By speaking divine truth in love, believers can grow together in Christ as fellow workers who
labor in the word of God. There is no greater work in this world than to share this life-saving truth
with others. The obligation of receiving divine knowledge requires that it be shared. Truly, giving
the hope and joy that is found in Jesus Christ, and the message he brought from the Father, is the
greatest privilege of a human life. Amen, and amen.

dictionary of new testament background the ivp bible dictionary series: In All the
Scriptures Nicholas G. Piotrowski, 2021-12-28 Biblical interpretation is both a science and an art,
and it has powerful implications for what we believe and how we apply God's Word. In this
accessible introduction to biblical hermeneutics, Nicholas G. Piotrowski presents a contextualized
approach that equips students, pastors, and thoughtful readers to build a strong foundation for
interpreting the Scriptures.

dictionary of new testament background the ivp bible dictionary series: The Conceptual



Worlds of the Fourth Gospel Charles B. Puskas, C. Michael Robbins, 2021-01-08 Over, under, and
through John's story of Jesus are unforgettable ideas and concepts, profoundly simple and simply
profound, for the author's own audience and beyond. These ideas did not originate in a vacuum.
They have recurred and been repeated before and after the writing of the Fourth Gospel. For this
reason we will examine the meaning of its words and themes in the context of its
Jewish-Greco-Roman milieu. Much of our intertextual understanding will be derived from alleged
parallels that involve comparisons of similar vocabulary and phrases, as well as parallel concepts
and images from the Old Testament, the Dead Sea Scrolls, Philo, and other relevant writings. Such
parallels will help to determine the meaning of a word or expression, the translation of a particular
language, determining any direct influences upon the Fourth Gospel, parallel traditions, or the
influence of its ideas, as a creative and inspiring work of later antiquity.

dictionary of new testament background the ivp bible dictionary series: Those Who Can,
Teach Stanley E. Porter, 2013-08-29 For many aspiring academics, the transition from doctoral
student to classroom teacher is a challenging one. The classroom culture, the needed pedagogical
skills, and the expected level and type of work are significantly different in the two environments.
Nevertheless, most doctoral students go on to teach in undergraduate or seminary classrooms. To
prepare the PhD students at McMaster Divinity College to negotiate this transition successfully, the
faculty holds a biennial colloquium covering the major dimensions, both theoretical and practical, of
a Christian teaching vocation. On the basis of the presentations of the colloquium, the essential
topics have been addressed in essays prepared for this volume for the benefit of all who aspire to
excellence in their teaching, especially those in Christian higher education.

dictionary of new testament background the ivp bible dictionary series: Through the
Lens of An Ancient Yisra’elite Bible Study Benjamin Nieves Carrasquillo Jr., 2025-05-28 The
information contained in this book is based on 23 years of thorough academic research, teaching,
and schooling. The book avoids any form of western bias, no presuppose ideas, ideologies, or
theories. The book is an in-depth study of the Biblical text within the context of the ancient culture,
language, traditions, and customs of a first century Yisra’elite.

dictionary of new testament background the ivp bible dictionary series: And Upon This
Rock Scot McKnight, Nika Spaulding, 2025-04-04 Have we robbed Peter to pay Paul? Look at most
evangelicals’ bookshelves and plenty of pages feature Paul. Why not Peter? Why not the man who
walked with Jesus and played a foundational part in the early church? This book invites the reader to
take another look at the fisherman turned foundational leader. By looking at his early days walking
with Jesus through the end of his life and letters, this book will present Peter as an encouraging
example for pastoral ministry and Christian formation.

dictionary of new testament background the ivp bible dictionary series: All Roads Lead to
the Text Dean Deppe, 2011-11-10 In All Roads Lead to the Text Dean Deppe offers a user-friendly
guide to biblical exegesis and interpretation. Far from a dry, theoretical handbook, this book's
example-based approach enlivens the exegetical task and offers immediate payoff by constantly
applying concepts to specific texts. Deppe focuses on eight methods that biblical scholars use, from
analyzing literary, grammatical, and structural elements to investigating historical and cultural
backgrounds to exploring the history of interpretation. Deppe explains each approach using several
concrete examples from both Old and New Testament texts, and every chapter concludes with
practical, text-based questions for study and discussion.

dictionary of new testament background the ivp bible dictionary series: 40 Questions
About Biblical Theology Jason S. DeRouchie, Oren R. Martin, Andrew David Naselli, 2020-11-24
An accessible survey of the meaning, methodologies, themes, and applications of biblical theology To
understand what the entire Bible teaches about any given subject, we must practice biblical
theology. By surveying the whole canon of Scripture, we can best discern what God has revealed
about any particular issue. But doing so requires answering a number of important questions: What
type of biblical theology will we choose? What overall story does the Bible tell? How should we
understand the relationship between the Old and New Testaments? How does our topic fit within




salvation history? How do we apply the truths we discover? 40 Questions About Biblical Theology
provides resources to answer these key questions in order to guide readers in their own study and
practice of biblical theology. Other vital topics the authors address include how to understand
typology, key themes in biblical theology, and how Christians should relate to Old Testament
promises. Ideal for courses on biblical theology, for pastors, and for anyone who teaches or
interprets Scripture, 40 Questions on Biblical Theology will deepen your understanding and
application of the whole counsel of God.

dictionary of new testament background the ivp bible dictionary series: Culture,
Context & Content David Mansfield, 2011

dictionary of new testament background the ivp bible dictionary series: Building Blocks
for Bible Study Peter Verkruyse, 1997 Presents strategies for studying the Bible. Offers advice for
selecting the right Bible, methods of interpretation, and the use of commentaries. Includes exercises
and review questions.

dictionary of new testament background the ivp bible dictionary series: Asians in
Diaspora and Diasporas in Asia Sam George, Bulus Galadima, Jeanne Wu, 2025-03-31 Asians are
everywhere. They move for education and economic betterment, while others are forcibly displaced.
Home to nearly two-thirds of the world’s population, it is inevitable that this region sends out and
receives a large share of global migrants. There are few corners of the world devoid of the presence
and influence of this far-reaching diaspora. This collection of essays from leading scholars and
seasoned practitioners explores the journeys of modern Asian diasporas from a Christian
perspective. Addressing relevant issues contextually, the authors cover pertinent topics such as
justice amongst migrant workers, immigration policies, and climate migration, while simultaneously
reflecting on the biblical perspective of diaspora. Timely and practical, this book reveals how God
moves with Asian people, making himself known amongst them and through them.
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